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NOTES ON THE SERVICE

A special word of welcome to our guests: thank you for joining us for worship this afternoon. Please fill out the 
fellowship pad so that we may be in touch. We are delighted you are here and look forward to seeing you again.
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Welcome! Thank you for joining us for this service that we hope will be engaging for everyone, 
but designed with the youngest members of our church family in mind. Please silence your cell phones

 as we enter this holy space and see an usher if you need any assistance.

  Prelude		  	                                          Go, Tell It on the Mountain                                              A. D. Miller

  Welcome 	 			       The Rev. Leigh Bonner

  Call to Worship		  by Rev. Thom M. Shuman
	 With eyes wide open and our ears on edge, 
	 we look for shepherds and listen for the songs of angels. 
	 In the light of winter’s moon, with the Southern Cross lighting the way, 
	 we gather outside the door of a mystery, wondering if we dare go enter. 
	 With folks and friends we love, with strangers we have just met, 
	 we gather, becoming the holy family for this time and in this place. 

*Opening Hymn (page 3)                      While We Are Waiting, Come                                               WAITING

*Opening Prayer 		  by Rev. Thom M. Shuman
	 Now in the silence, whisper of joy which comes into every life. Now in the comfort of carols, sing
	 of hope which takes away the despair which envelops us. Now in familiar words heard anew, speak
	 to us of grace which is born into barren lives, of peace which is birthed in war’s shadowed fears. Now
	 leaning next to those who have always been a part of us, and those from whom we have been apart, 
	 remind us of your heart which always accepts us, always welcomes us. Now in the love which is ours 
	 forever, draw us closer to your heart, so we can be surprised by wonder, swaddled in serenity, embraced
 	 by tenderness. Now touch us once again with Christmas, God in Community, Holy in One, Amen.

  The Story of Advent and the Prophets                         from Godly Play Christmas Eve Liturgy and Advent Story

  Lighting the Candle of Hope
We light the candle of hope. 
We celebrate with the prophets who continue to give us hope and show us the way to Bethlehem.

  Carol (Hymn 44)                         O Little Town of Bethlehem (stanzas 1 and 4)                                    ST. LOUIS

  Lighting the Candle of Peace
We light the candle of peace. 
We celebrate with the Holy Family, the family of the Prince of Peace.

  Carol (insert)		                                                 Love Has Come                                                BRING A TORCH

  The Story of the Shepherds

  Lighting the Candle of Joy
We light the candle of joy. 
We celebrate with the joyful shepherds.

  Carol (Hymn 29)	                                    Go, Tell It On the Mountain                                                 GO TELL IT

  The Story of the Magi

  Lighting the Candle of Love
The Magi came to worship Jesus with gifts of love. And so we light the candle of love!
We celebrate with the Magi, the wise and loving ones.

  Christmas Eve Offering		    
	 Our Christmas Eve offering will support Athens Area Emergency Food Bank. We are also receiving disposable diapers to benefit the 		
	 Athens Area Diaper Bank. Thank you for your generosity.

  Offertory Carol (insert)	 ‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime	 UNE JEUNE PUCELLE

  Prayer of Dedication

  The Mystery of Christmas

  Lighting of the Christ Candle and Spreading the Light
	 Jesus is the light of the world. We carry this light into the darkness. As you receive the light with your candle, tilt your 			
	 unlit candle toward the flame of the upright, lit candle next to you. Watch the sanctuary glow with the light of Christ!

  Carol (Hymn 60)                                             Silent Night                                                         STILLE NACHT

*Carol (Hymn 40)                                          Joy to the World                                                              ANTIOCH

*Benediction                                                                  

	 As you exit the sanctuary, please place your candle in one of the baskets available outside the sanctuary doors.

*Those who are able to may stand.
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