First|Presbyterian Church/Athens

In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is
to create a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!

August 11, 2024
10:00 a.m.
Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD

Welcome to all who are worshipping with us. As we enter a holy space this morning, please
silence your cell phone.

Greeting Psalm 118:24

This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!
Prelude Prelude on Thaxted David Cherwien
Words of Welcome

Moment for Mission Books for Keeps Literacy Mentor Program

Song of Gathering Hymn 489, stanza 1
Open now thy gates of beauty, Zion, let me enter there.
Where my soul in joyful duty waits for God who answers prayer;
O how blessed is this place, filled with solace, light, and grace.

Call to Worship
Out of the depths we cry to you, O God.
Hear our voices!
We wait for you;
in your word we hope.
O magnify our God with me.
Let us lift God’s name together,
for we sought the Holy One and they answered us;
God delivered us from all fear.
Look to God, beloved, and be radiant.

*Hymn 488 The God of Abraham Praise

*Call to Confession

LEONI

*Prayer of Confession

O fragrant offering, you call us beloved children and you teach
us to imitate you, carrying an aroma of love. We know what love
is because you showed us; when we were brought low, you invited
us to eat and to rest. Lead us to the table, where we can taste and
see God’s goodness that saves our poor souls from trouble. As
you take care of us in our distress, may we take care of others.
This we pray through the living bread, who gave his flesh for the
life of the world. Amen.

*Silent Prayer
Lord, have mercy. Amen.

*Those who are able may stand.

Please sign and pass the
Fellowship Pad, making
note of new and old friends,
check in on Facebook, and

Sfollow us on Instagram

(firstpresathensga).

The Moment for
Mission will be given
by Colleen Craven,
Literacy Mentor
Program Manager at
Books for Keeps.

The God of Abraham
Praise is based on the
Yigdal, a canticle from
a medieval Hebrew
statement of faith
about the nature of
God, used in synagogue
worship. Itis set to a
traditional Jewish tune.



At “The Peace,” worshipers
are invited to greet each
other by saying, “The
peace of Christ be with
you,” and responding,
“And also with you.”

All children are invited
to remain in worship
on Sunday mornings
with _family during the
summer months.

Today we commission
Hannah Knight to serve
as Interim Director of

Children and Youth

Ministries.

Lay Reader: Joy Holloway

The anthem is a text
from 1514 set to music
by contemporary
English composer
Andrew Carter.

O God, Show Mercy to Us
is a paraphrase of Psalm
67 which combines
themes of prayers for
blessing, for all people to
acknowledge God, and
thanksgiving for a boun-
tiful harvest. In Jewish
practice, it was recited at
the end of every Sabbath,
a reminder of God’s
universal sovereignty.

Next to the Nicene
Creed, The Apostles’
Creed is the most
universally accepted
doctrinal statement in
Christendom. Although
not written by apostles,
it reflects the theological
formulations of the first
century church. Arising
from an early baptismal
creed, it underwent
development, attaining
its present form in the
eighth century.
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* Assurance of Pardon

*Congregational Response David Ogden
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*The Peace

Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

Commissioning to Service for Hannah Knight

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

Congregational Prayer for Illumination Hymn 454, stanza 1
Blessed Jesus, at your word we are gathered all to hear you;
let our hearts and souls be stirred now to seek and love and fear you;
by your teachings true and holy,
drawn from earth to love you solely.

First Lesson Luke 4:1-13, page 938
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Anthem God Be in My Head
God be in my head and in my understanding,
God be in mine eyes and in my looking,

God be in my mouth and in my speaking,
God be in my heart and in my thinking,
God be at mine end and at my departing.

Second Lesson Daniel 3:1-30, page 807
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Dr. Ryan Baer

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD
O God, Show Mercy to Us

Andrew Carter

Sermon Fire

THAXTED
The Apostles” Creed

*Hymn insert

* Affirmation of Faith
I believe in God the Father almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church;
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, (cont.)



as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings
Blessed Jesus, at Your Word ~ Johann Sebastian Bach
Hymn 592

Offertory

*Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication

SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD

You may mail your check,
set up an automatic gift
through your bank, or
donate online using this
QR code or at
firstpresathens.org/
giving. Thank you for
your generosity.

O God of Earth and
Altar was written by
an author of detective

stories, though he also
wrote on theology,
history, criticism, and
biography. The hymn
is a plea for govern-
ment, church, and
people to be forces for
good in the world.

LLANGLOFFAN

*Hymn 291 O God of Earth and Altar

*Charge and Benediction

*Congregational Response Hymn 540, stanza 3
God be with you till we meet again;

when life’s perils thick confound you,

put unfailing arms around you:

God be with you till we meet again.

Postlude Postlude (Toccata)

Texts and music for hymns and
sung responses reprinted under
OneLicense.net #A-714861

David Cherwien

Nurseries for children 4 years old and younger, available from 9:00 a.m. to 11:15 a.m., are located next
to the Children’s Ministry Suite and are accessible down the stairs in the Atrium and through the glass door.

A special word of welcome to our guests: thank you for joining us for worship this morning.
Please fill out the Fellowship Pad so that we may be in touch. We are delighted you are here and
look forward to seeing you again.

Save these Dates!

- Sunday, August 18 at 11:00 a.m.: Fall Kickoff Potluck (following our last 10:00 a.m. service of
the summer) in Fellowship Hall. The church will provide fried chicken and beverages. Please bringa side
dish to share (crockpots welcome) and join us for a time of fellowship as we begin a new season together!
Sunday School classes, Children and Youth Ministries, and Presbyterian Women Circles will be in the
Atrium providing information about their Fall plans. Children’s Choir Rehearsals begin in the afternoon.

- Sunday August 25 (9:45-10:45 a.m.): Sunday School for all ages resumes!

- Children’s Ministry Meet & Greet (12:05 p.m. in the Children’s Ministry Suite):
Children and their families are invited to meet Hannah (new Interim Director of Children
and Youth Ministries) after worship, enjoy a treat, and get some information for the upcoming year.

- Presbyterian Pizza Party (5:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall): Youth and their parents are
invited to gather to meet Hannah, learn about plans for the year, and enjoy a meal together.

- Sunday, September 8 (5:30-7:30 p.m.): 1st Youth Group of the Year

Come Volunteer with Children with Youth Ministries

Children and Youth Ministries at FPC are at the beginning of a new and exciting season and
we need your help! All members of the congregation are invited to sign up to help support these
ministries by serving occasionally as a teacher or volunteer, by bringing a meal, or chaperoning
an outing. More information and sign up forms can be found on FPC website. 3



NOTES ON THE SERVICE

WORSHIP LEADERS

Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor
The Rev. Margaret Davis, Parish Associate
Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist

Lay Reader
Joy Holloway

USHERS
John Simpson (head),
Larry Baer, Ethelyn Simpson

FELLOWSHIP HOST
Kathy Bangle

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN
Bryan Owens

FLOWERS

The Sanctuary flowers are given to the glory
of God and in memory of Annie D. Lawson,
Preston E. Terrell, and Nancy Pittman by

SUNDAY MORNING MANAGER
Aiden Dowling

TO AID IN WORSHIP

If you need to leave the sanctuary during

the service, a live video feed is available in the

Atrium, on Facebook, and YouTube.

Available in the Narthex or from an usher:

* Personal hearing receivers usable
anywhere in the sanctuary

» Large-print hymnals, Bibles, bulletins,
and hymnsheets

* Sermons from the previous six weeks

CONGREGATIONAL CARE

Prayer requests can be submitted to the church
office, 706-543-4338, by the Prayer Request
link on our church website (firstpresathens.org)
or on the prayer cards in the Fellowship Pads.

Beverly and Ned Phares.
THIS WEEK
Sunday, August 11
9:15a.m.  Summer Choir Rehearsal, Room 202
10:00 a.m.  Worship Service, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
11:00 a.m.  Atrium Refreshments
Monday, August 12
10:00 a.m.  Congregational Care Commission Meeting, Staff Conference Room
Tuesday, August 13
9:00 a.m.  Endowment Committee Meeting, Staff Conference Room
10:15a.m.  Staff Meeting, Staff Conference Room
1:30 p.m.  Knitting Purls 1, Parlor
5:00 p.m.  CYM Strategic Planning Meeting
Thursday, August 15
8:30 a.m.  Athens Area Homeless Shelter Meeting, Moses Waddel Room
5:30 p.m.  Session Worship, Sanctuary
6:00 p.m.  Stated Session Meeting, Moses Waddel Room
Saturday, August 17
8:00a.m.  Kate’s Club Family, The PIT
9:00 a.m.  Northeast Georgia Presbytery Meeting, FPC Gainesville
11:00 a.m.  UGA Campus Kitchen Training, Main Kitchen
Sunday, August 18 - Fall Kickoff Potluck
9:15a.m.  Summer Choir Rehearsal, Room 202
10:00 a.m.  Worship Service, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
11:00 a.m.  Fall Kickoft Potluck, Fellowship Hall
4:00 p.m.  Cherub Choir Rehearsal, Room 203
4:00 p.m.  St. Andrews Choir Rehearsal, Room 202
4:50 p.m.  Celebration Singers Choir Rehearsal, Room 202



488

LEONI 6484 D

Daniel ben Judah, 1404
Trans. Max Landsberg and Newton Mann, 1885; alt.

The God of Abraham Praise

Hebrew melody
Adapt. Thomas Olivers
and Meyer Lyon, 1770
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1. The God of A-brahampraise, Who reigns en-throneda - bove;
2. Your spir -it still flows free, High surg - ing where it  will;
3. You have e - ter - nal life Im - plant - ed in the soul;
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The an-cient of e - ter - nal days,The God of love!
In proph-et’s word You spoke of old And You  speak still.
Your love shall be our strengthand stay, While a - ges roll.
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The Lord, the great I Am, By earth and heaven con - fessed,
Es - tab-lished is Your law, And change-less it  shall stand,
We praise You, liv - ing God! We praise Your ho - ly name;
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We bow be-fore Your ho -ly name, For - ev - er blest.
Deep writ up-on the hu - man heart, On sea, oI land.
The first, the last, be - yond all thought, And still the samel
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O God, Show Mercy to Us

(Psalm 67)
THAXTED
The New Metrical Version of the Psalms, 1909 Gustav Holst, 1918
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1 0 God, show mer-cy to us,and bless us with your grace; and
2. For  you will judge the peo-ples in truth and righ-teous-ness, and
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sav-ing grace be shown. Let all the peo-ples praise you; let
us its fruit will bring. The Lord our God will bless us; our
1 % — —=
& = o e i
all the na - tions sing; in ev - ery land et
God will bless - ing send, and all the earth will
|II)
iP—P—P . .' e — s 2
AT | ] | 1 ——" | I |
Y] s ! ! | I |
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wor - ship to its re - mot - est end.



O God of Earth and Altar

LLANGLOFFAN

Stanzas 1-2, Gilbert Xeith Chesterton, 1906
Stapza 2 alt, Jane Parker Huber, 1985
Stanza 3, Jane Parker Huber, 1985
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Welsh folk melody

Evans’ Hymnau a Thonau, 1865
As in English Hymnal 1906
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1. O God of earthand al - tar, Bow downand hear our cry;
2. From ail that ter - ror teach - es, From lies of pen and voice,
3. A - wak-en us to ac - tion And forge us in - to  one,
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Our earth-ly rul-ers fal - ter, Our peo - ple drift and die;
From all the weas-y speech - es That make our heartsre - joice,
De - fy-ing sectand fac - tion; O God, Yourwill be done!
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The walls of gold en - tomb us, The swords of scorn di - vide;
From sale and pro-fa - na - tion Of hon - or and the sword,
Op - pressive sys-tems snare us, Our ap - a-thies in - crease.
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Take not Your thun-der from us, But take a - way our pride.
From sleep and fromdam - na - tion, De - liv - er wus, good Lord!
Great God, in mer - cy spare us For jus-tice and for peace!
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SESSION

Ryan Baer, Moderator ~ Pat Waldrip, Clerk of Session
CrLass oF 2025 Crass OF 2026 Curass oF 2027
Shannon Brooks Lindsay Griffeth Susan Baldwin
Phyllis Crowell Angela Hunt Bill Bushnell
Denise Horton Dan Nadenicek Amy Cowsert
Paul Lee Karen Phillips Matt Crim
Sharon Logan Neff Ethelyn Simpson Jay Holloway
Bruce Middendorf Jeffrey Trapnell Tom Lane
Randy Riner Pat Tritt Joan Pinson
Chuck Toney John Turner Paige Simmons

Pat Waldrip

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF

Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor (ryan@firstpresathens.org)

The Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard, Associate Pastor (whitney @firstpresathens. org)
The Rev. Margaret Davis, Parish Associate (margaret@firstpresathens.org)

Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist (jcoble@firstpresathens.org)

Ms. Hannah Knight, Interim Director of Children and Youth Ministries (hannah@firstpresathens.org)
Mrs. Elaine Johnson, Director of Weekday School (elaine@firstpresathens.org)

Mrs. Lucy Bell Johnson, Office Administrator (lbell@firstpresathens. org)

Mr. Paulo Santos, Director of Communications (paulo@firstpresathens.org)

Ms. Jennifter Adams, Church Accountant (jadams@firstpresathens. org)

Mrs. Joli Winstanley, Receptionist (frontdesk@firstpresathens.org)

Mrs. Marcy Fabris, Weekday School Administrative Assistant (wds@firstpresathens.org)
Ms. Rita Raines, Nursery Coordinator

Mrs. Charlotte Chromiak, Children’s Music Assistant (charlotteposs@gmail.com)
Mrs. Madeline Van Dyck, Parish Nurse

Mr. Wayne Brock, Sexton




