
May 26, 2024
10:00 a.m.

Trinity Sunday

Please sign and pass the 
Fellowship Pad, making 
note of new and old friends, 
check in on Facebook, and 
follow us on Instagram 
(firstpresathensga).

The prelude will 
be played by the 
Handbell Choir.

Much of the imagery 
of Holy, Holy, Holy! 
Lord God Almighty! 
comes from Revelation 
4, which the author of 
the hymn, an Angli-
can bishop, knew as 
a reading appointed 
for Trinity Sunday. 
The tune, written for 
this text, reinforces 
the Trinitarian theme 
with the D-major triad 
(chord).

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD

Welcome to all who are worshipping with us. As we enter a holy space this morning, please 
silence your cell phone.

  Greeting 		                                                       Psalm 118:24
	 This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!

  Prelude         Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty      Frances L. Callahan
    A Westminster Carillon                 Michael Bedford

  Words of Welcome

  Song of Gathering                                                                              DIX
	 Make a joyful noise to God! All creation sings your praise! 
	 Great your wonders here displayed, 
	 unexcelled throughout our days. 
	 Glorious is your sacred name, ages old, yet still the same.

  Call to Worship                                                    
	 Let us worship the Triune God.
	 Let us worship the One who spoke in the beginning
	 and created something out of nothing.
	 Let us worship the Triune God.
	 Let us worship the One who took on the clothing of humanity
	 to set those who were oppressed free.
	 Let us worship the Triune God.
	 Let us worship the One whose Spirit rests continually upon us,
	 calling us from sorrow-filled endings to bright new beginnings.

*Hymn 138          Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty!                NICEA

*Call to Confession

*Prayer of Confession
	 We know much about earthly things, but so little about heavenly
 	 things. We stand in your presence, O God, but fail to see the hem
	 of your robe in our midst— much less your presence, far above, 	
	 upon the throne of heaven. We do not often see your seraphim in 
	 flight around your throne. We do not often hear their voices or 	
	 feel the very foundations about us tremble at their loud praise. 	
	 Open our lives to your mystery, power, and glory. Open our lives 
	 to you, O Holy One.

In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is 
to create a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 

rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!

*Those who are able may stand.



*Silent Prayer
	 Lord, have mercy. Amen.

*Assurance of Pardon

*Congregational Response                                                      Hymn 579
	 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
	 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
	 world without end. Amen. Amen.

*The Peace
	 Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 
	 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
	 And also with you.

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

  Prayer for Illumination                                                                 PROSPECT

  First Lesson               Romans 8:12-17, page 1032
	 This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

  Anthem                               To God Be the Glory                    George Bayley
	 To God, be the glory, all glory in the highest 
	 and peace to God’s people who dwell here below. 
	 Our heavenly Father, our Lord, and our Sovereign, 
	 to you, the Almighty, our praises bestow. 
	 We worship and adore you, we bow before you 
	 with grateful thanksgiving, our song let us raise. 
	 All glory and honor and glad adoration 
	 to God in the highest hosanna and praise. 
	 Lord, Jesus, the only begotten of the Father, 
	 we praise and we bless you, the Son and the Lamb. 
	 The sin of the world you have taken upon you, 
	 have mercy upon us, the Great I Am. 
	 For holy, you meet us, yet lowly you greet us, 
	 the Lord in the highest, the Holy One. 
	 All glory to the Father, the Son, and the Spirit, 
	 from ages everlasting, the Three in One. 

  Second Lesson         John 3:1-17, page 970
	 This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

  Sermon                     Mystery          The Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

*Hymn 139                  Come, Thou Almighty King               ITALIAN HYMN 

*Affirmation of Faith                                                   The Nicene Creed
	 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 	
	 heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. (cont.)
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At “The Peace,” worshipers 
are invited to greet each 
other by saying, “The 
peace of Christ be with 
you,” and responding, 
“And also with you.”

All children are invited 
to remain in worship 
on Sunday mornings 
with family during the 
summer months.

Lay Reader: 
Anne Marie Miller

The anthem is a para-
phrase of the “Gloria, 
in excelsis Deo” set 
to a Scottish tune by 
American composer 
George Bayley.

The author of the 
Trinitarian hymn 
Come, Thou Almighty 
King is unknown, but 
the hymn has proved 
popular since the 18th 
century due to the use 
of biblical metaphors 
and also the strength of 
the tune.



The Nicene Creed 
was the first official 
doctrinal statement 
of the whole church. 
It developed from the 
work of the first two 
ecumenical councils, 
Nicea in 325 and 
Constantinople in 
381, and was accepted 
as definitive by the 
Council of Chalcedon
in 451 after two 
centuries of struggle 
to clarify the relation-
ship of Jesus Christ to 
God and humanity. It 
is the only creed ac-
cepted and used by all 
three major branches 
of Christendom: 
Eastern Orthodox, 
Roman Catholic, and 
Protestant.

You may mail your check, 
set up an automatic gift 
through your bank, or 
donate online using this 
QR code or at 
firstpresathens.org/
giving. Thank you for 
your generosity.

Eternal Father, Strong to 
Save, sometimes known 
as “The Navy Hymn,” 
follows a Trinitarian 
pattern based on parts 
of Job, Matthew, and 
Genesis, where God 
prescribes the ocean’s 
boundaries, Christ stills 
the storm, and the Spirit 
broods over the depths 
and creates order from 
chaos. The final stanza is 
a prayer to the Trinity for 
the safety of all travelers.

Texts and music for hymns and 
sung responses reprinted under 
OneLicense.net #A-714861
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	 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 	
	 eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 	
	 Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 	
	 Being with the Father; through him all things were made.  	
	 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was
 	 incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became 	
	 truly human.
	 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 	
	 suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose 	
	 again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 	
	 heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 	
	 come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 	
	 kingdom will have no end.
	 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
	 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the 	
	 Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 	
	 through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 	
	 apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 	
	 forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, 	
	 and the life of the world to come. Amen.

  Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer                    
	 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
	 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
	 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, 
	 as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 	
	 but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 	
	 power and the glory, forever. Amen.

  Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings

  Offertory                                      Nicea                       Calvin Hampton

	 *Doxology                                                                         Hymn 592
		  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
		  praise him, all creatures here below; 
		  praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
		  praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

	 *Prayer of Dedication

SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD

*Hymn 562                  Eternal Father, Strong to Save                         MELITA

*Charge and Benediction

*Congregational Response                                                               Hymn 535
	 Go with us, Lord, and guide the way
	 through this and every coming day,
	 that in your Spirit strong and true
	 our lives may be our gift to you.

  Postlude                            Improvisation on Nicea                         John Coble

A special word of welcome to our guests: thank you for joining us for worship this morning. 
Please fill out the Fellowship Pad so that we may be in touch. We are delighted you are here and 
look forward to seeing you again.

Nurseries for children 4 years old and younger, available from 9:00 a.m. to 11:15 a.m., are 
located next to the Children’s Ministry Suite and are accessible down the stairs in the Atrium 
and through the glass door.
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WORSHIP LEADERS
The Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard, Associate Pastor
The Rev. Margaret Davis, Parish Associate
Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist

Lay Reader
Anne Marie Miller

USHERS
Jimbo LaBoon, III (head), 
 Mary Peace, John Simpson

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN
Bryan Owens

SUNDAY MORNING MANAGER
Aiden Dowling

FLOWERS
The Sanctuary flowers are given to the glory of 
God, to honor the men and women who have 
served our Armed Forces, and in memory of James 
W. Dudley, Sr. and Jr., Major Bruce Coleman and 
Colonel John Duane, by Randy Dudley.

MAY FLOWER TEAM
Paige Simmons (chair), 
Mary Attaway, Madie Fischetti, Elaine Johnson,  
Jennifer Poole, Gail Wilfong

TO AID IN WORSHIP
If you need to leave the sanctuary during 
the service, a live video feed is available in the 
Atrium, on Facebook, and YouTube.
Available in the Narthex or from an usher:
• Personal hearing receivers usable
   anywhere in the sanctuary
• Large-print hymnals, Bibles, bulletins, 
   and hymnsheets
• Sermons from the previous six weeks

CONGREGATIONAL CARE
Prayer requests can be submitted to the church 
office, 706-543-4338, by the Prayer Request 
link on our church website (firstpresathens.org) 
or on the prayer cards in the Fellowship Pads.

NOTES ON THE SERVICE

Summer Schedule
Today we begin our summer schedule of one service at 10:00 a.m. Regular Sunday School classes 
will not meet over the summer. In June, you are invited to join us for a special Summer School class:

Called as Partners in Christ’s Service
On June 2, 9, 16, and 23, please plan to join us in Moses Waddel Room from 11:15-12:00 for 
a special Sunday School series that highlights some outreach organizations and ministries in 
connection with FPC. We will hear stories from leaders and volunteers, learn about the needs of 
our neighbors near and far, and discover opportunities for engagement with the important work 
of these groups. On June 2, we will hear about Athens Wellness Clinic and Project Safe.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Books for Keeps Book Drive
Through May 29

Help make sure no child in our community goes a summer without great books to read. Please 
bring your used books to the bins in the Atrium or church office. Books for Keeps can accept 
books of all kinds except textbooks and encyclopedias. To learn more about the organization, 
please go to booksforkeeps.org. Thank you!

Food Sunday, June 2
You may bring donations of hamburger helper, spaghetti sauces, salty snack foods to church on 
Sunday, June 2. You may also bring items to the church office until Friday, May 31. Our neighbors 
in need are very grateful for your donations! Many thanks for your thoughtfulness and generosity!



Summer Choir
If you’ve ever wondered what it’s like to the sing in the choir, but have never done so, this may be 
a chance to give choir a “test drive.” If you would like to sing but can’t make the commitment to 
Wednesday night rehearsals during the regular season, this is the time to join the choir. Beginning 
today, May 26, through August 18, we will meet in the choir room at 9:15 a.m. on Sundays 
to rehearse music for that morning’s service. Singers may join for any single Sunday or for as 
many as they wish, even for the whole summer. There is no obligation, but we do hope some 
will decide they enjoy singing in the choir enough to continue in the fall. Although this choir is 
made up mostly of adults, youth and children are also welcome. For more information, contact 
John Coble at jcoble@firstpresathens.org.

ANNOUNCEMENTS (cont.)

New Member FirstThings Class
Join us for our next FirstThings gathering on Sunday, June 2 from 11:15 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. This 
will be a time to get better acquainted, to meet the church staff, and to talk about what makes 
First Presbyterian Church unique. To RSVP, please call the church office (706-543-4338) or 
e-mail Lucy Bell Johnson at lbell@firstpresathens.org by Tuesday, May 28.

The schedule for the upcoming class is:

Sunday, June 2, 11:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. - Staff Conference Room
“First Things” Informational class, lunch provided

Sunday, June 9, 9:15 a.m. - Church Parlor
New Member Coffee/Called Session Meeting to meet and be received into membership by 
Session (our governing board).
 

Sunday, June 9, 10:00 a.m. - Worship Service 
New members will be introduced to the congregation. A reception will be held following the 
service to welcome new members.

Caring Hands Offering
This month, a special Caring Hands offering will be collected to benefit the Caring Hands Fund of 
Presbyterian Homes of Georgia. Presbyterian Homes is a ministry that serves our most vulnerable population 
- our seniors. This annual offering is the largest source of funds for benevolent care for Presbyterian Homes’ 
six communities in Georgia. Your contribution directly supports the care of residents who have outlived their 
financial resources. Our congregation joins Presbyterian churches statewide to support this vital ministry.

Please mail your check to the church office, or go to our website firstpresathens.org/giving, 
then select “Presby Homes/Mother’s Day” under “Select a fund”. Alternatively, you can visit 
www.phgainc.org/donate/caring-hands-offering/church1/ to make a direct donation.



THIS WEEK
Sunday, May 26 - Summer Schedule Begins, One Worship Service at 10:00 a.m., 
			                Books for Keeps Book Drive ends, ACCA Food Drive ends
  9:15 a.m.	 Summer Choir Rehearsal, Room 202
10:00 a.m. 	 Worship Service, The Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard preaching
11:00 a.m.	 Atrium Refreshments

Monday, May 27 - Memorial Day Church Office Closed

Tuesday, May 28
  7:00 a.m.	 Our Daily Bread Breakfast, First Baptist Church
  1:30 p.m.	 Knitting Purls 1, Parlor
  6:00 p.m.	 Athens Area Homeless Shelter Board Meeting, Staff Conference Room

Wednesday, May 29
  5:30 p.m.	 FARMRx Food Classes, Fellowship Hall

Sunday, June 2 - Communion Sunday, Food Sunday
  9:15 a.m.	 Summer Choir Rehearsal, Room 202
10:00 a.m. 	 Worship Service, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
11:00 a.m.	 Atrium Refreshments
11:15 a.m.      Called as Partners in Christ’s Service, Moses Waddel Room 
11:30 a.m.      FirstThings New Member Class, Staff Conference Room
  1:00 p.m.	 Youth Departs for Montreat Youth Conference (returns June 8)

LOOKING AHEAD

June 9 - New Member Introduction and Reception, Called as Partners in Christ’s Service Class

Women’s Connection Conference at Montreat
Save the date and plan to join us for the Women’s Connection the weekend of August 9-11, 2024 in 
the beautiful mountains of Montreat, North Carolina. This year’s keynote speaker is Becca Stevens, 
a nonprofit leader, entrepreneur, priest, survivor, and founder and President of Thistle Farms.

Sign up today to stay at the Georgia Lodge as space is limited! Cost per person is $85 for both 
nights: tinyurl.com/FPCWCC2024. 

Registration and information about the conference can be found at montreat.org/events/wc-2024. 
Conference registration costs $247 (and increases to $272 after June 25). 

Please contact Beverly Phares (beverlypphares@gmail.com or 706-255-6990) or Julie Jagmin 
(juliebjagmin@bellsouth.net or 678-852-7310) if you have any questions. If you need scholarship 
assistance, contact Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard (whitney@firstpresathens.org).









FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SESSION

Ryan Baer, Moderator      Pat Waldrip, Clerk of Session

	   Class of 2025	   Class of 2026	 Class of 2027
	   Shannon Brooks 	   Lindsay Griffeth 	 Susan Baldwin
 	   Phyllis Crowell 	   Angela Hunt 	 Bill Bushnell
	   Denise Horton 	   Dan Nadenicek 	 Amy Cowsert
	   Paul Lee	   Karen Phillips	 Matt Crim
	   Sharon Logan Neff	   Ethelyn Simpson	 Jay Holloway
	   Bruce Middendorf	   Jeffrey Trapnell	 Tom Lane
	   Randy Riner	   Pat Tritt	 Joan Pinson
	   Chuck Toney	   John Turner	 Paige Simmons
	  	   Pat Waldrip	

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF

             Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor (ryan@firstpresathens.org)
             The Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard, Associate Pastor (whitney@firstpresathens.org)
             The Rev. Margaret Davis, Parish Associate (margaret@firstpresathens.org)
             Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist (jcoble@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Kim Ness, Director of Youth Ministries (kness@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministries (natalie@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Elaine Johnson, Director of Weekday School (elaine@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Lucy Bell Johnson, Office Administrator (lbell@firstpresathens.org)
             Mr. Paulo Santos, Director of Communications (paulo@firstpresathens.org)
             Ms. Jennifer Adams, Church Accountant (jadams@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Marcy Fabris, Weekday School Administrative Assistant (wds@firstpresathens.org)
             Ms. Rita Raines, Nursery Coordinator
             Mrs. Charlotte Chromiak, Children’s Music Assistant (charlotteposs@gmail.com)
             Mrs. Madeline Van Dyck, Parish Nurse 
             Mr. Wayne Brock, Sexton


