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The congregation is 
invited to speak or sing the 
liturgy in bold type.

Called as Partners in 
Christ’s Service is a 
celebration of mutuality 
and diversity as well 
as a challenge to the 
Christian community 
to live out a ministry 
of reconciliation and 
inclusion. The tune 
is named for noted 
pastor and preacher 
Henry Ward Beecher.

The anthem is a 
well-known text 
by Frances Ridley 
Havergal set to music 
by contemporary 
American composer 
Frederick Chatfield, 
an active organist and 
director in the United 
Methodist Church, 
who now lives in 
Richmond, Indiana.

Gathering
Welcome to all who are worshipping with us. As we enter a holy space, please silence your 
cell phone. Consult an usher if you need a personal hearing device, large-print bulletin, or 
large-print hymnal.

  Greeting                                                                            Dr. Ryan Baer
	 This is the day that the Lord has made! Let us rejoice and be glad in it!

  Prelude                              Prelude on ‘Slane’                             Craig Phillips

  Opening Sentences                               The Reverend Hilary Shuford
	 As many of you as were baptized into Christ
	 have clothed yourselves with Christ.
	 There is one body and one Spirit,
	 just as we were called to the one hope of our calling.

  Prayer                                                                            Mr. Marc Galvin

*Hymn 343            Called as Partners in Christ’s Service                  BEECHER

*Confession and Pardon                           The Reverend Mari Turner
	 Merciful and loving God, you have called us to be your people 	
	 and claimed us for the service of Jesus Christ. We confess that 	
	 we have not lived up to our calling to proclaim the good news 	
	 in word and deed. We are quick to speak when we ought to 	
	 listen and remain silent when it is time to speak. We put too 	
	 much faith in our own actions and fail to trust the strength of
	 your Spirit. O God, forgive our foolish and sinful ways. 	
	 Strengthen us anew to follow Christ’s way in the world. By 	
	 your Holy Spirit, give us the grace we need to be faithful disciples
	 and fulfill our common calling.

*Silent Prayer
	 Lord, have mercy. Amen.

*Assurance of Pardon

*The Peace
	 The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you. 

Word
  Prayer for Illumination                                         Ms. Kathy Adams

  First Lesson         Isaiah 43:1-7, page 658            
	 This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

  Anthem                                 Consecration                 Frederick Chatfield
	 Take my life, and let it be consecrated, Lord, to thee. 
	 Take my moments and my days; let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
	 Take my hands and let them move at the impulse of thy love. 
	 Take my feet and let them be swift and beautiful for thee. 
	 Take my voice, and let me sing always, only, for my King. 
	 Take my lips and let them be filled with messages from thee. 
	 Take my silver and my gold; not a mite would I withhold. 
	 Take my intellect and use every power as thou shalt choose. 
	 Take my will and make it think; it shall be no longer mine. 
	 Take my heart, it is thine own; it shall be thy royal throne, 
	 take my love, my Lord, I pour at thy feet its treasure store. 
	 Take myself, and I will be ever, only, all for thee.

*Those who are able may stand.1



  Second Lesson          Acts 2:42-47, page 995            
	 This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

  Sermon                                    Koinonia         The Rev. Claire Harris Kramer

*Hymn insert               Will You Come and Follow Me        KELVINGROVE

Installation
  A Litany of Gifts                                                        Mr. Mike Morris
	 As in one body we have many parts and each part has its own 	
	 function, so all of us together with Christ are one body, and we all 	
	 belong to each other. 
	 We have different gifts according to the grace God has given us.

	 If your gift is to hear God’s word, speak it out in faith.

	 If your gift is service, Live to serve others.

	 If your gift is the heart of a teacher, teach what is true.

	 Let preachers preach with conviction, and givers give freely;
	 Let leaders work diligently for the people, and let those who 	
	 serve the poor, serve gladly.

	 Let us not lack for enthusiasm, but be ardent in spirit,
	 serving the Lord, rejoicing in hope, patient in suffering,
	 constant in prayer, supporting one another, and welcoming all.

  Statement on Ordination                                      Ms. Kathy Adams

  Profession of Faith                                 The Reverend Hilary Shuford
	 Trusting in the gracious mercy of God, do you turn from the ways of 	
	 sin and renounce evil and its power in the world?  I do. 

	 Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Lord and Savior, 	
	 trusting in his grace and love?  I do. 

	 Will you be Christ’s faithful disciple, obeying his Word and showing 	
	 his love?  I will, with God’s help. 

	 With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

		  I believe in God the Father almighty,
		  Maker of heaven and earth. 
		  And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
		  who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
		  born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
		  was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
		  the third day he rose again from the dead;
		  he ascended into heaven, 
		  and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
		  from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
		  I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church;
		  the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
		  the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

  Thanksgiving for Baptism                             The Reverend Jeff Cain
	 The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our 	
	 thanks and praise...

Will You come and Follow 
Me is a ballad-like 
hymn understood 
to be in the voice 
of Christ, with the 
last stanza being the 
individual’s response. 
The text was written 
to fit this traditional 
Scottish tune.
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  Constitutional Questions to the Pastor  The Reverend Hilary Shuford
	 Whitney, in baptism, you were claimed by the love of God, clothed in 	
	 the grace of Jesus Christ, and anointed with the gifts of the Holy 	
	 Spirit to share Christ’s mission in the world.   

	 Now you are called by the voice of the church for new service and 	
	 ministry in Jesus’ name. 

	 In accordance with the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church 	
	 (U.S.A.), show your commitment to this calling by responding to 	
	 these questions: 

	 Do you trust in the Lord Jesus Christ your Savior, acknowledge 	
	 him Lord of all and Head of the Church, and through him believe 	
	 in one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit? 

	 Do you accept the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to 	
	 be, by the Holy Spirit, the unique and authoritative witness to Jesus 	
	 Christ in the Church universal, and God’s Word to you? 

	 Do you sincerely receive and adopt the essential tenets of the 	
	 Reformed faith as expressed in the confessions of our church as 	
	 authentic and reliable expositions of what Scripture leads us to 	
	 believe and do, and will you be instructed and led by those confessions 	
	 as you lead the people of God? 

	 Will you fulfill your ministry in obedience to Jesus Christ, under the 	
	 authority of Scripture, and be continually guided by our Confessions? 

	 Will you be governed by our church’s polity, and will you abide by its 	
	 discipline? Will you be a friend among your colleagues in ministry, 	
	 working with them, subject to the ordering of God’s Word and Spirit? 

	 Will you in your own life seek to follow the Lord Jesus Christ, love 	
	 your neighbors, and work for the reconciliation of the world? 

	 Do you promise to further the peace, unity, and purity of the church? 

	 Will you pray for and seek to serve the people with energy, intelligence, 	
	 imagination, and love? 

	 Will you be a faithful minister of Word and Sacrament, proclaiming 
	 the good news, teaching faith and caring for people?  Will you be 
	 active in government and discipline, serving in the councils of the 	
	 church; and in your ministry will you try to show the love and 	
	 justice of Jesus Christ?   

  Constitutional Questions to the Church                 Mr. Mike Morris
	 Do we, the members of the church, accept Whitney Booth Lockard
	 as our associate pastor, chosen by God through the voice of this 	
	 congregation to guide us in the way of Jesus Christ? We do.

	 Do we agree to pray for her, encourage her, to respect her decisions, 	
	 and to follow as she guides us, serving Jesus Christ, who alone is 	
	 Head of the Church? We do.

	 Do we promise to pay her fairly and provide for her welfare as she works 	
	 among us; to stand by her in trouble and share her joys? We do.

	 Will we listen to the word she preaches, welcome her pastoral care,
	 and honor her authority as she seeks to honor and obey Jesus Christ
	 our Lord? We will.

  Prayer of Installation                                       The Reverend Jeff Cain

  Declaration of Installation and Welcome     The Rev. Hilary Shuford



   Charge to the Pastor                               The Reverend Mari Turner

   Charge to the Congregation                                  Mr. Marc Galvin

*Hymn 339                        Be Thou My Vision                                      SLANE

*Benediction                            The Reverend Whitney Booth Lockard

*Postlude                   “The people respond! – Amen!”            Dan Locklair

Texts and music for hymns and sung responses reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-714861. 
Anthem used by permission, SJMP no. 1941.
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Be Thou My Vision 
is an English poetic 
version of part of an 
early Irish monastic 
prayer. The tune is an 
Irish folk melody.

Following the service, all are invited to a reception in the
Atrium in celebration of The Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard’s installation.

The Installation of a Minister of Word and Sacrament
In Baptism each Christian is called to ministry in Christ’s name. God calls some persons from the 
midst of the congregation to fulfill particular functions, so that the ministry of the whole people 
of God may flourish….In installation, the church sets in place those who have been previously 
ordained as deacons, ruling elders, and ministers of Word and Sacrament, and are now called 
anew to serve in that ministry. – Book of Order, W-4.401

When the congregation, the presbytery, and the minister of Word and Sacrament have all 
concurred in a call to a permanent or designated pastoral position, the presbytery shall complete 
the call process by organizing and conducting a service of installation. Installation is an act of the 
presbytery establishing the pastoral relationship. A service of installation occurs in the context of 
worship.  – Book of Order, G-2.0805

Northeast Georgia Presbytery Administrative Commission
Ms. Kathy Adams, Ruling Elder, Mountain Presbyterian Church

The Reverend Jeff Cain, Pastor, Commerce Presbyterian Church

Mr. Marc Galvin, Ruling Elder, Oconee Presbyterian Church

Mr. Mike Morris, Ruling Elder, First Presbyterian Church of Athens

The Reverend Hilary Neufeld Shuford, General Presbyter, Northeast Georgia Presbytery 

The Reverend Mari Turner, Pastor, Dahlonega Presbyterian Church

Guest of the Commission 

The Reverend Claire Harris Kramer, Presbytery of Middle Tennessee 

Leading in Worship

Dr. John Coble, Director of Music & Organist

Chancel Choir 



Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard

Whitney was born in Decatur, GA to Joe and Susan Booth. Right before her 3rd birthday, 
the family moved to Apple Valley (halfway between Commerce and Jefferson) to the house 
next door to her father’s childhood home. Her parents still live there– Mark, Whitney, 
and Josie are now in the house next door, where Joe and his three brothers grew up.

Whitney went to Jefferson High School, where she was the drum major of the marching 
band and played tennis. Her family attended Commerce Presbyterian Church, where 
Whitney was confirmed and baptized. She was also an active participant in the Northeast 
Georgia Presbytery, serving on the Youth Council, as well as attending Montreat Youth 
Conferences, retreats, and mission trips with youth from around the presbytery.

She moved to Nashville as a wide-eyed college student at Vanderbilt University in 2004, 
where she immediately found a home with Presbyterian Student Fellowship. Whitney 
earned a Bachelor of Arts in English and Spanish in 2008. Unsure of what her next steps 
would be, she applied to the Young Adult Volunteer program and spent a year in Seattle, 
helping lead worship at Mt. View Presbyterian Church, living in an intentional community, 
teaching ESL, and serving lattes at Starbucks.

Although her call to ministry had felt like such a consistent piece of her life, Whitney had 
always pictured herself in a non-traditional ministry profession. Applying to seminary 
felt like a step that, regardless of where it would lead, might help her to find clarity. She 
moved back to Nashville in 2009 and enrolled at Vanderbilt Divinity School, earning a 
Master of Divinity degree in 2012. As part of her studies, she held internships at Harpeth 
Presbyterian Church and The Upper Room, where she continued to work in various 
capacities for the next few years.

In 2012, Whitney took a part-time, temporary job working in youth ministry at Westminster 
Presbyterian Church (Nashville) that morphed into full-time and lasted for six and a 
half years! In that time, Whitney and Mark met, began building their life together, and 
married in 2017. In 2019, she was hired as the Chaplain and Director of Religious and 
Spiritual Life at Agnes Scott College. Whitney was ordained by the Presbytery of Middle 
Tennessee and celebrated her ordination in Sunday morning worship at Westminster as 
she and Mark were packing the last UHaul to move to Decatur. The years of 2020-2021 
brought lots of unexpected change with a move back to Apple Valley, and the birth of 
Josephine Louise Lockard. Shortly after Josie was born, Whitney accepted the position of 
Associate Pastor at Commerce First United Methodist Church, where she has overseen 
multiple age-level ministries and developed programs for intergenerational connection.
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