
May 19, 2024
8:45 and 11:00 a.m.

Pentecost
Confirmation Sunday

Please sign and pass the 
Fellowship Pad, making 
note of new and old friends, 
check in on Facebook, and 
follow us on Instagram 
(firstpresathensga).

On Pentecost They 
Gathered is a narrative 
and interpretive text 
written to fill what the 
author perceived as a gap 
in hymns concerning 
the Holy Spirit and 
Pentecost. It is set to a 
17th-century German 
tune from Mendels-
sohn’s oratorio Elijah.

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD

Welcome to all who are worshipping with us. As we enter a holy space this morning, please 
silence your cell phone.

  Greeting 		                                                       Psalm 118:24
	 This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!

  Prelude                               Feria Pentecostes             Camille Saint-Saëns

  Words of Welcome

  Song of Gathering                                                  Hymn 320, stanza 1
	 The lone, wild bird in lofty flight 	
	 is still with thee, nor leaves thy sight.
	 And I am thine! I rest in thee. Great Spirit, come, and rest in me.

  Call to Worship                                                    
	 Listen, now, to the rush of the wind
	 Come, Holy Spirit!
	 See the tongues of flame dancing overhead.
	 Come, Holy Spirit!
	 Know the gifts you are given to serve the Body of Christ.
	 Come, Holy Spirit!

*Hymn 128                 On Pentecost They Gathered                    MUNICH

*Call to Confession

*Prayer of Confession
	 Almighty God, you poured your Spirit upon gathered disciples 	
	 creating bold tongues, open ears, and a new community of faith.
	 We confess that we hold back the force of your Spirit among us.
	 We do not listen for your word of grace, speak the good news of 	
	 your love, or live as a people made one in Christ. Have mercy
	 on us, O God. Transform our timid lives by the power of your 	
	 Spirit, and fill us with a flaming desire to be your faithful people,
	 doing your will for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

*Silent Prayer
	 Lord, have mercy. Amen.

In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is 
to create a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 

rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!

*Those who are able may stand.



*Assurance of Pardon

*Congregational Response                                                      Hymn 579
	 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
	 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
	 world without end. Amen. Amen.

*The Peace
	 Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 
	 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
	 And also with you.

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

  Prayer for Illumination                                                                 PROSPECT

  First Lesson                    Acts 2:1-4, page 994
	 This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

  11:00 Anthem                        If Ye Love Me                           Thomas Tallis
	 If ye love me, keep my commandments, 
	 and I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another comforter, 
	 that he may bide with you forever, even the Spirit of truth.

  Second Lesson        1 Corinthians 12:1-13, page 1048
	 This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

  Sermon                                  Fired Up                                Dr. Ryan Baer

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

*Hymn 314               Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song        BRIDEGROOM

  11:00 a.m. Confirmation                          

	 Presentation of Confirmands

	 Profession of Faith                          

	 *Affirmation of Faith                                              The Apostles’ Creed
		  I believe in God the Father almighty,
		  Maker of heaven and earth.
		  And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
		  who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
		  born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
		  was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
		  the third day he rose again from the dead;
		  he ascended into heaven, 
		  and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
		  from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
		  I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church;
		  the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
		  the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.2

At “The Peace,” worshipers 
are invited to greet each 
other by saying, “The 
peace of Christ be with 
you,” and responding, 
“And also with you.”

This Sunday, children 
are invited to remain in 
sanctuary for worship.

Confirmation 
Class of 2024:

Lucy Attaway 
Mary and Joe Attaway
Jeanie Burbage, mentor

Jimmy Bishop
Natalie and Matt Bishop
Kyle Hunt, mentor

Celeste Fischetti
Madie and Carmine Fischetti
Leslye Queen, mentor

Joanne Fischetti
Madie and Carmine Fischetti
Sydney Jackson, mentor

Dominik Lee
Vera and Paul Lee
Kent Burel, mentor

Alex Suggs
Claire and Welch Suggs
Paulo Santos, mentor

Molly Suggs
Claire and Welch Suggs
Susan Boatwright, mentor

Ruby Topple
Trasie and Craig Topple
Julie Hayes, mentor

Charlie Williams
Katie and Richard Williams
Madeline Van Dyck, 
mentor



You may mail your check, 
set up an automatic gift 
through your bank, or 
donate online using this 
QR code or at 
firstpresathens.org/
giving. Thank you for 
your generosity.

Like many African-
American spirituals, 
Every Time I Feel the Spirit 
mixes the language of 
biblical narrative with 
veiled but effective 
allusions to the hope 
of escape from slavery, 
either by crossing rivers 
into free states or by 
participating in organized
efforts like the Under-
ground Railroad.

Texts and music for hymns and 
sung responses reprinted under 
OneLicense.net #A-714861
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	 Prayer and Welcome                          

  Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer                    
	 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
	 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
	 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, 
	 as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 	
	 but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 	
	 power and the glory, forever. Amen.

  Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings

  Offertory                          The Lone, Wild Bird       Emma Lou Diemer

	 *Doxology                                                                         Hymn 592
		  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
		  praise him, all creatures here below; 
		  praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
		  praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

	 *Prayer of Dedication

SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD

*Hymn 315                   Every Time I Feel the Spirit                 PENTECOST

*Charge and Benediction

*Congregational Response                                                               Hymn 535
	 Go with us, Lord, and guide the way
	 through this and every coming day,
	 that in your Spirit strong and true
	 our lives may be our gift to you.

  Postlude                              Come, Holy Ghost         Johann Sebastian Bach

Following 11:00 a.m. worship, all are invited to a reception 
in Fellowship Hall in honor of our confirmation class.

A special word of welcome to our guests: thank you for joining us for worship this morning. 
Please fill out the Fellowship Pad so that we may be in touch. We are delighted you are here and 
look forward to seeing you again.

Nurseries for children 4 years old and younger, available from 8:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m., are 
located next to the Children’s Ministry Suite and are accessible down the stairs in the Atrium 
and through the glass door.

Children’s Church is an important developmental time for children, but there are times when 
children remaining in worship with the larger church family and watching and learning from 
their parents is also very valuable. Children are invited to remain in the sanctuary this morning 
to celebrate Pentecost and Confirmation Sunday.
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WORSHIP LEADERS
Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor
The Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard, Associate Pastor
Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist
Kyah Campbell, Kite Bearer

Lay Reader
11:00 a.m. Jennings Holloway

USHERS
  8:45 a.m. John Simpson (head)
			    Carl Bergmann 

11:00 a.m. Keith Oelke (head), 
			    Larry Baer, Lisa Oelke

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN
Bryan Owens

SUNDAY MORNING MANAGER
Aiden Dowling

FLOWERS
The Sanctuary flowers are given to the glory of 
God and in memory of her parents, Carl and 
Nancy Wilson, by Carla Buss.

MAY FLOWER TEAM
Paige Simmons (chair), 
Mary Attaway, Madie Fischetti, Elaine Johnson,  
Jennifer Poole, Gail Wilfong

TO AID IN WORSHIP
If you need to leave the sanctuary during 
the service, a live video feed is available in the 
Atrium, on Facebook, and YouTube.
Available in the Narthex or from an usher:
• Personal hearing receivers usable
   anywhere in the sanctuary
• Large-print hymnals, Bibles, bulletins, 
   and hymnsheets
• Sermons from the previous six weeks

CONGREGATIONAL CARE
Prayer requests can be submitted to the church 
office, 706-543-4338, by the Prayer Request 
link on our church website (firstpresathens.org) 
or on the prayer cards in the Fellowship Pads.

NOTES ON THE SERVICE

Summer Schedule
This Sunday, May 19, is our last Sunday with two services. Over the Memorial Day weekend, 
May 26, we will go to our summer schedule of one service at 10:00 a.m. Regular Sunday 
School classes will not meet over the summer. In June, you are invited to join us for a special 
Summer School class:

Called as Partners in Christ Service
On June 2, 9, 16, and 23, please plan to join us in Moses Waddel Room for a special Sunday 
School series that highlights some outreach organizations and ministries in connection with FPC. 
We will hear stories from leaders and volunteers, learn about the needs of our neighbors near 
and far, and discover opportunities for engagement with the important work of these groups. A 
detailed schedule of weekly speakers will be available shortly.

Installation Service for The Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard
Today, 3:00 p.m., Sanctuary

The Northeast Georgia Presbytery invites you to the Installation Service of The Rev. Whitney 
Booth Lockard on today at 3:00 p.m. in the First Presbyterian Church Sanctuary. Reception 
to follow in Fellowship Hall.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Confirmation Sunday, Today
Our 2024 Confirmation Class has been meeting, working with their mentors, and growing as a group 
since October 2023. Today, they will join the church and make their profession of faith. Please join us as 
we welcome them into our church family. Reception following the 11:00 a.m. service in Fellowship Hall.



Summer Choir
If you’ve ever wondered what it’s like to the sing in the choir, but have never done so, this may be 
a chance to give choir a “test drive.” If you would like to sing but can’t make the commitment to 
Wednesday night rehearsals during the regular season, this is the time to join the choir. Beginning 
Sunday, May 26, through August 18, we will meet in the choir room at 9:15 a.m. on Sundays 
to rehearse music for that morning’s service. Singers may join for any single Sunday or for as 
many as they wish, even for the whole summer. There is no obligation, but we do hope some 
will decide they enjoy singing in the choir enough to continue in the fall. Although this choir is 
made up mostly of adults, youth and children are also welcome. For more information, contact 
John Coble at jcoble@firstpresathens.org.

Books for Keeps Book Drive
Through May 26

Help make sure no child in our community goes a summer without great books to read. Please 
bring your used books to the bins in the Atrium or church office. Books for Keeps can accept 
books of all kinds except textbooks and encyclopedias. To learn more about the organization, 
please go to booksforkeeps.org. Thank you!

ANNOUNCEMENTS (cont.)

New Member FirstThings Class
Join us for our next FirstThings gathering on Sunday, June 2 from 11:15 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. This 
will be a time to get better acquainted, to meet the church staff, and to talk about what makes 
First Presbyterian Church unique. To RSVP, please call the church office (706-543-4338) or 
e-mail Lucy Bell Johnson at lbell@firstpresathens.org by Tuesday, May 28.

The schedule for the upcoming class is:

Sunday, June 2, 11:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. - Moses Waddel Room
“First Things” Informational class, lunch provided

Sunday, June 9, 9:15 a.m. - Church Parlor
New Member Coffee/Called Session Meeting to meet and be received into membership by 
Session (our governing board).
 

Sunday, June 9, 10:00 a.m. - Worship Service 
New members will be introduced to the congregation. A reception will be held following the 
service to welcome new members.

Pentecost Offering, May 19
Psalm 71 testifies that a foundation of faith established during childhood helps ensure lifelong faith 
and service. By donating to the Pentecost Offering, you are nurturing the faith of those who are 
the church to come — children, youth, and young adults.

This year, The Young Designers Sewing Program will receive the local portion of the Pentecost Offering 
(40%). This program teaches youth in grades 4-12 the art of sewing as well as providing opportunities to 
explore their community and other parts of the world, enrich their academic and social skills, examine 
business skills, and experience positive consequences associated with helping others. Participants meet 
twice a week at the sewing studio on Gaines School Road with founder Lillian Kincey and a team 
of sewing mentors, including FPC member Carol McKay. Each spring, the Young Designers host a 
fashion show at the Athens Country Club, where participants model their original designs. To learn 
more, visit youngdesignerssewing.org.The remaining 60% of the offering is used to support children 
at risk, youth and young adults through ministries of the Presbyterian Mission Agency.

Please mail your check to the church office, or go to our website firstpresathens.org/giving, then 
select “Pentecost Offer” under “Select a Fund.” Thank you for your generosity!



THIS WEEK

Sunday, May 19 - Pentecost, Confirmation Sunday
  8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Services, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
  9:30 a.m.	 Called Session Meeting, Fellowship Hall Breakout Area
  9:45 a.m.	 Sunday School
12:00 p.m.	 Reception for Confirmands, Fellowship Hall
  3:00 p.m.	 Installation Service for The Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard, Sanctuary
  4:00 p.m.	 Reception for The Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard, Atrium

Tuesday, May 21
  9:30 a.m.	 Northeast Georgia Presbytery Meeting, Oconee Presbyterian Church
11:00 a.m.	 Chamber Music Athens Academy Recital, Sanctuary
  1:30 p.m.	 Knitting Purls 1, Parlor
  5:00 p.m.	 Kate’s Club Family Night, The PIT

Wednesday, May 22
  5:30 p.m.	 FARMRx Food Classes, Fellowship Hall

Thursday, May 23
  2:00 p.m.	 Mellows, Magnolia Estates

Sunday, May 26 - Summer Schedule Begins, One Worship Service at 10:00 a.m., 
			                Books for Keeps Book Drive ends, ACCA Food Drive ends
  9:15 a.m.	 Summer Choir Rehearsal, Room 202
10:00 a.m. 	 Worship Service, The Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard preaching
11:00 a.m.	 Atrium Refreshments

LOOKING AHEAD

June 2 - FirstThings New Member Class, Summer School Class

Women’s Connection Conference at Montreat
Save the date and plan to join us for the Women’s Connection the weekend of August 9-11, 2024 in 
the beautiful mountains of Montreat, North Carolina. This year’s keynote speaker is Becca Stevens, 
a nonprofit leader, entrepreneur, priest, survivor, and founder and President of Thistle Farms.

Sign up today to stay at the Georgia Lodge as space is limited! Cost per person is $85 for both 
nights: tinyurl.com/FPCWCC2024. 

Registration and information about the conference can be found at montreat.org/events/wc-2024. 
Conference registration costs $247 (and increases to $272 after June 25). 

Please contact Beverly Phares (beverlypphares@gmail.com or 706-255-6990) or Julie Jagmin 
(juliebjagmin@bellsouth.net or 678-852-7310) if you have any questions. If you need scholarship 
assistance, contact Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard (whitney@firstpresathens.org).

Caring Hands Offering
This month, a special Caring Hands offering will be collected to benefit the Caring Hands Fund of 
Presbyterian Homes of Georgia. Presbyterian Homes is a ministry that serves our most vulnerable population 
- our seniors. This annual offering is the largest source of funds for benevolent care for Presbyterian Homes’ 
six communities in Georgia. Your contribution directly supports the care of residents who have outlived their 
financial resources. Our congregation joins Presbyterian churches statewide to support this vital ministry.

Please mail your check to the church office, or go to our website firstpresathens.org/giving, 
then select “Presby Homes/Mother’s Day” under “Select a fund”. Alternatively, you can visit 
www.phgainc.org/donate/caring-hands-offering/church1/ to make a direct donation.



EDUCATION – FAITH FORMATION
SUNDAYS FOR CHILDREN
Director of Children’s Ministries: Natalie Bishop 
Nursery Coordinator: Rita Raines 

Nursery Play, 8:30 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.
Children’s Playroom • Infants – 4 Year Olds
Little ones are invited to Nursery Play during worship 
and Sunday school. Children will enjoy playtime, 
Bible stories, and a light snack with church friends.

Godly Play, 9:45 a.m.-10:45 a.m.
Children’s Ministry Suite • Pre-K – 5th Grade 
Children are invited to Godly Play during the Sunday 
School hour. Godly Play is an innovative way of teaching 
and learning that helps children “discover” who God is 
rather than being “told” who God is. The structure and 
routine of  Godly Play offer children a safe and nurturing 
space to explore, connect, wonder, and worship God.

Children and Worship, 8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
All children are welcome to remain in worship with 
their families every Sunday. Children’s bulletins, Bibles, 
and books are available at the children’s tables located in 
the Narthex and on both sides of the choir loft.

Children’s Church, 11:00 a.m. Worship Service
Children, Pre K – 5th Grade are invited to Children’s 
Church after the passing of The Peace. We will 
continue worshipping together in the Children’s 
Ministry Suite by listening to God’s Word, singing 
to God, praying to God and giving to God.
*No Children’s Church on the first Sunday of the 
month, Communion Sunday. All children are invited 
to remain in the sanctuary on this special Sunday to 
take part in worship and Communion with family.

SUNDAYS FOR YOUTH
Director of Youth Ministries: Kim Ness
Middle School Coordinator: Erin Osborne
The PIT (basement level) • 6th - 12th Grade

Sunday School (9:45 a.m.)
Middle School class is using the Sparkhouse curriculum 
called Echo: The Story. Each class begins with a video, 
then we delve into the Bible. In just 36 weeks, we’ll 
travel from Genesis to Revelation, through stories, 
games and activities!

Youth Group
Sunday night youth group is a fast hour of games, get-
to-know you activities, devotionals and discussion. 
This year our theme is Pieces of Faith. Youth will 
gather in the PIT to talk about different aspects of 
faith and the spiritual practices we need to help our 
faith grow stronger.
Middle School meets 5:00 – 6:00 p.m.
High School meets 6:30 – 8:00 p.m. 

Combined Youth Dinner (6:00 p.m.)
Between MS and HS youth groups, everyone will 
gather in Fellowship Hall for a shared meal. If you’d 
like to help provide a meal for our youth, please email 
Kim at kness@firstpresathens.org.

For more information about youth ministry at FPC, visit 
www.fpcathenspit.com.

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ADULTS
9:45-10:40 a.m.

IN PERSON
Builders • Room 301
This class is an invitation for parents of children and 
youth to come join for a time of fellowship and support. 
Coordinator: Dr. Ryan Baer (ryan@firstpresathens.org)

NEW Bible Study Class • Moses Waddel Room
We hope you’ll join us for this NEW 8-week Sunday 
School class for Bible study and discussion. This 
group (name TBD) has roots in the historic W.D. 
Hooper Bible class and is now growing into something 
new. Come and grow with us in faith! 

For more information, please e-mail Elaine Johnson at 
elaine@firstpresathens.org.

HYBRID (in person and over Zoom)
Del Dunn Sunday School Class • Room 308
An in-depth study and discussion of scripture, offering 
a collegial environment and welcoming all who seek 
to enrich their understanding of the Bible and its 
application to our daily lives.
Coordinator: Susan Landrum (slandrum@uga.edu)
Zoom ID: 380 330 5940, PW: 245449

New Voices • Room 310
This class explores theological and church issues. Class 
leaders engage participants by inviting them to share their 
stories and perspectives on the topics being discussed.
Led by: Lewis Hudgins (lewisahudgins@gmail.com)
Zoom ID: 674 533 8902

Wayne F. Middendorf Men’s Bible Class  
Bride’s Room, Tinsley Stern
Open and honest discussion in a nonjudgmental 
atmosphere about various aspects of Christianity.
Contacts: Ian Hardin (ianhardin1@gmail.com), 
Jim Scanlon (jjtscanlon@yahoo.com)
Zoom ID: 883 5159 0923











FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SESSION

Ryan Baer, Moderator      Pat Waldrip, Clerk of Session

	   Class of 2025	   Class of 2026	 Class of 2027
	   Shannon Brooks 	   Lindsay Griffeth 	 Susan Baldwin
 	   Phyllis Crowell 	   Angela Hunt 	 Bill Bushnell
	   Denise Horton 	   Dan Nadenicek 	 Amy Cowsert
	   Paul Lee	   Karen Phillips	 Matt Crim
	   Sharon Logan Neff	   Ethelyn Simpson	 Jay Holloway
	   Bruce Middendorf	   Jeffrey Trapnell	 Tom Lane
	   Randy Riner	   Pat Tritt	 Joan Pinson
	   Chuck Toney	   John Turner	 Paige Simmons
	  	   Pat Waldrip	

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF

             Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor (ryan@firstpresathens.org)
             The Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard, Associate Pastor (whitney@firstpresathens.org)
             The Rev. Margaret Davis, Parish Associate (margaret@firstpresathens.org)
             Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist (jcoble@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Kim Ness, Director of Youth Ministries (kness@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministries (natalie@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Elaine Johnson, Director of Weekday School (elaine@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Lucy Bell Johnson, Office Administrator (lbell@firstpresathens.org)
             Mr. Paulo Santos, Director of Communications (paulo@firstpresathens.org)
             Ms. Jennifer Adams, Church Accountant (jadams@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Marcy Fabris, Weekday School Administrative Assistant (wds@firstpresathens.org)
             Ms. Rita Raines, Nursery Coordinator
             Mrs. Charlotte Chromiak, Children’s Music Assistant (charlotteposs@gmail.com)
             Mrs. Madeline Van Dyck, Parish Nurse 
             Mr. Wayne Brock, Sexton


