First|Presbyterian Church/Athens

In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is
to create a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!

March 24, 2024
8:45 and 11:00 a.m.
Palm/Passion Sunday

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD

Welcome to all who are worshipping with us. As we enter a holy space this morning, please silence your cell phone.

Prelude All Glory, Laud, and Honor Johann Sebastian Bach
Words of Welcome
Moment for Mission One Great Hour of Sharing Mark Hopkins
Call to Worship

To the one who comes in glory:

Save us, O God!

To the one who comes in humility:

Save us, O God!

To the one who sacrifices all:

Save us, O God!
Proclamation of the Entrance into Jerusalem Mark 11:1-11, page 924

*Processional Hymn 88 All Glory, Laud, and Honor VALET WILL ICH DIR GEBEN

11:00 a.m. Anthem Hosanna! Blessed Is He Carol McClure

Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!

WORD AND SACRAMENT

11:00 a.m. Sacrament of Baptism
Through baptism, we welcome Sigmund (Ziggy) Heath Lukasiewicz, son of Rosemary and Brian
Lukasiewicz, grandson of Bobby and Jeanie Heath, into the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church.

*Question to the Congregation
Do we, as members of the church of Jesus Christ, promise to guide and nurture Ziggy by word
and deed, with love and prayer, encouraging him to know and follow Christ? If so, please stand.

* Affirmation of Faith The Apostles” Creed
I believe in God the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead,
and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church;
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Those who are able may stand.
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Prayer for Illumination
Lesson I - The Plot to Kill Jesus

Hymn 85 What Wondrous Love Is This

(stanza 1)
Lesson II - Preparation for the Passover

Hymn 94 An Upper Room Did Our Lord Prepare

(stanza 1)
Lesson III - The Institution of the Lord’s Supper

Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings

Mark 14:1-11, page 928

WONDROUS LOVE

Mark 14:12-16, page 928

O WALY WALY

Mark 14:17-25, page 928

You may mail your check, set up an automatic payment of your estimate of giving through your bank,
or donate online at firstpresathens.org/giving. Thank you for your generosity.

8:45 Offertory O Sacred Head, Now Wounded

11:00 Offertory Anthem Cross of Jesus, Cross of Sorrow
Cross of Jesus, cross of sorrow, where the blood of Christ was shed,
perfect man on thee did suffer, perfect God on thee has bled!

Here the King of all the ages, throned in light e’er worlds could be,
robed in mortal flesh is dying, crucified by sin for me.

O mysterious condescending! O abandonment sublime!

Very God himselfis bearing all the sufferings of time!

Cross of Jesus, cross of sorrow, where the blood of Christ was shed

*Congregational Response
Were the whole realm of nature mine,
that were a present far too small;
love so amazing, so divine,
demands my soul, my life, my all.

*Prayer of Dedication
Lesson IV - The Betrayal in the Garden

Hymn 97 Go to Dark Gethsemane

(stanza 1)

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer

Johannes Brahms

Arlen Clarke

Hymn 101, stanza 4

Mark 14:26-52, page 928

REDHEAD

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us

our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.



Lesson V - The Trial Before the Sanhedrin Mark 14:53-72, page 929

Hymn 97 Go to Dark Gethsemane REDHEAD
(stanza 2)

Lesson VI - The Trial Before Pontius Pilate Mark 15:1-15, page 930
Hymn 93 Ah, Holy Jesus HERZLIEBSTER JESU
(stanzas 1-2)

Lesson VII - The Crucifixion Mark 15:16-32, page 930
Hymn 98 O Sacred Head, Now Wounded PASSION CHORALE
(stanza 1)

Lesson VIII - Jesus Dies Mark 15:33-41, page 931
Hymn 95 He Never Said a Mumbalin’ Word African-American spiritual
(stanzas 1 & 5)

Lesson IX - Jesus is Buried Mark 15:42-47, page 931
*Hymn 102 Were You There? WERE YOU THERE
(stanza 1)

SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD

*Charge and Benediction

*Hymn 102 Were You There? WERE YOU THERE
(stanza 4)

Please enter Holy Week in silence.
Texts and music for hymns and sung responses reprinted under OneLicense.net #4-714861

A special word of welcome to our guests: thank you for joining us for worship this morning.
Please fill out the Fellowship Pad so that we may be in touch. We are delighted you are here and
look forward to seeing you again.

Nurseries for children 4 years old and younger, available from 8:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m., are
located next to the Children’s Ministry Suite and are accessible down the stairs in the Atrium
and through the glass door.

Children’s Church is an important developmental time for children, but there are times when children
remaining in worship, watching and learning from their parents, is even more valuable. Children are
invited to remain in the sanctuary this Palm Sunday.

One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS)
Easter Special Offering

On Easter we will receive the OGHS special offering. The three programs it supports are Presbyterian
Disaster Assistance (PDA), the Presbyterian Hunger Program, and Self-Development of People.
From initial disaster response to ongoing community development, these programs provide people
with safety, sustenance, and hope. You may donate by a check to FPC with “OGHS” noted on
the bottom or via firstpresathens.org/giving (please select “1 Great Hour” under “Select a Fund”).
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NOTES ON THE SERVICE

WORSHIP LEADERS

Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor

The Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard, AssociatePastor
Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist
Mr. Wes Clarke, Trumpet

Mr. Jerry Shannon, Trumpet

Mr. Moftatt Williams, Tiumpet

Cherub Choir, St. Andrews Choir,
Celebration Singers, Chancel Choir

USHERS
8:45 a.m. John Simpson (head),
Carl Bergmann, Michelle Clendenen-Shaw

11:00 a.m. Jimbo Laboon III (head),
Larry Baer, John Turner, Jeftrey Trapnell

GREETER
8:45 a.m. Diane Hartzell

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN
Bryan Owens

SUNDAY MORNING MANAGER
Aiden Dowling

FLOWERS
The Sanctuary flowers are given to the glory of God
and in memory of Del Dunn by his family.

MARCH FLOWER TEAM
Rosemary Stancil (chair),
Hannah Betzel, Susan Ferguson

TO AID IN WORSHIP

If you need to leave the sanctuary during
the service, a live video feed is available in the
Atrium, on Facebook, and YouTube.

Available in the Narthex or from an usher:

* Personal hearing receivers usable
anywhere in the sanctuary

* Large-print hymnals, Bibles, bulletins,
and hymnsheets

* Sermons from the previous six weeks

CONGREGATIONAL CARE

Prayer requests can be submitted to the church
office, 706-543-4338, by the Prayer Request
link on our church website (firstpresathens.org)
or on the prayer cards in the Fellowship Pads.

2024 Presbyterian Women’s Birthday Offering

The Presbyterian Women’s Birthday Offering is a cherished tradition that allows women to celebrate
the blessings in their lives while supporting meaningful projects. All Women are invited to join the
PW on April 14 at 2:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall to celebrate and collect our local contributions
to the Birthday Offering. Following the party, Reverend Whitney Booth Lockard will lead our
study from Sacred Encounters (Lesson Eight, Lydia Lydia Encounters Jesus in Worship; Scripture

Readings: Acts 16:11-15).

For more information, please contact Jamie Baer at jamielbacr@yahoo.com.

Easter Lily Dedication

[f you wish to give a contribution in honor or memory of a loved one, please place your order

by tomorrow, March 25. Each dedication is $10. You may place your completed form and

check in the offering plate, order online at tinyurl.com/FPCLily2024, or contact the church

at 706-543-4338 or frontdesk@firstpresathens.org with your dedications. Each dedication
will be listed in the March 31 worship service bulletin.

In Memory of

In Honor of

Given by




Holy Week Services & Activities

Palm/Passion Sunday, March 24
Everyone is invited to the upper parking lot to follow the donkey in the palm procession at 10:40 a.m.

Holy Week Activities
Labyrinth-walking in Fellowship Hall through Tuesday, March 26
Prayer Stations in The Pit, March 25-31

Maundy Thursday, March 28, Dinner at 5:30 p.m., Service at 6:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall
We will recall the night of Jesus’ arrest and celebrate the sacrament of Holy Communion.
Please RSVP for dinner using the Wed@First registration form or contact the church office
(e-mail frontdesk@firstpresathens.org or call 706-543-4338)

Good Friday Service, March 29, Oconee Presbyterian Church, 7:00 p.m.
Our siblings from Athens area Presbyterian churches and campus ministry will gather for the
annual Good Friday service, hosted this year by Oconee Presbyterian Church.

Easter Eve Egg Hunt & Potluck Dinner, Saturday, March 30, 5:00 p.m., The Hill
All are invited to our Egg Hunt & Potluck Dinner at The Hill (5:00-7:00 p.m.). The church family
is asked to bring a side dish to share and your own picnic blanket and/or chairs. Lee Epting will
provide a meat and the perfect grass for egg hiding. The church will provide drinks and Easter treats.

Easter, March 31

Easter Sunrise Service, 7:00 a.m., gates will open at 6:30 a.m.
Oconee Hill Cemetery invites everyone to the Wingfield Chapel within the cemetery grounds for an
Easter Sunrise Service. Please dress comfortably and consider bringing a flashlight and folding chair.

Easter Worship Services: 8:45 & 11:00 a.m., One Great Hour of Sharing Offering
Join us for the celebration of the risen Christ. We will receive an offering for the One Great Hour
of Sharing, which will be used to help Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, Presbyterian Hunger
Program, and Self Development of People through the Presbyterian Church USA.

Biscuit Brunch, 9:30 a.m., Fellowship Hall
Between services, instead of Sunday School, we will all gather as a church family for fellowship.

Week of Wonder (VBS) 2024

Week of Wonder (VBS) 2024 Registration is now open! Children going into Pre-Kindergarten
through 6th Grade are invited to join us for this super fun week at First Presbyterian Church of
Athens Sunday, July 14 — Wednesday, July 17. This summer’s Week of Wonder is all about
God’s Gift of Food! Stay tuned for more exciting details.

Registration Link: tinyurl.com/FPCWoW2024. Please register by Friday, May 10, to guarantee
a spot. If you have any questions, please contact Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministry,
at natalie@firstpresathens.org.



THIS WEEK

Sunday, March 24 - Palm/Passion Sunday, Family Promise Host Weeks Begin,
Labyrinth in Fellowship Hall (through March 26),
Prayer Stations in The PIT (through March 31)
8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Palm/Passion Sunday Services
9:00 a.m.  Confirmation Class, The PIT
9:45a.m.  Sunday School and Godly Play
12:00 p.m.  Fellowship in the Atrium
5:00 p.m.  Middle School Youth Group, The PIT
6:00 p.m.  Youth Dinner, Fellowship Hall Breakout Area
6:30 p.m.  High School Youth Group, The PIT

Monday, March 25
2:00 p.m.  Lay Caller Meeting via Zoom
5:30 p.m.  Handbell Choir Rehearsal, Room 205

Tuesday, March 26

7:00 a.m.  Our Daily Bread Breakfast, First Baptist Church
12:15 p.m.  Women’s Small Group, Brides Room

1:00 p.m.  Staff Meeting, Staff Conference Room

1:30 p.m.  Knitting Purls 1, Parlor

Wednesday, March 27
6:30 p.m.  Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Room 202

Thursday, March 28 - Maundy Thursday
12:30 p.m.  Lenten Lunch via Zoom, Have a Beautiful, Terrible Lent! (ID: 706-543-4338)
5:30 p.m.  Maundy Thursday Dinner and Service, Fellowship Hall

Friday, March 29 - Good Friday
7:00 p.m.  Good Friday Service at Oconee Presbyterian Church, 2601 Hog Mountain Rd

Saturday, March 30
5:00 p.m.  Easter Egg Hunt & Potluck Dinner@The Hill, 1800 Crescent Ln

Sunday, March 31 - Easter, One Great Hour of Sharing Offering
7:00 a.m.  Community Easter Sunrise Service, Oconee Hill Cemetery
8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Services, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
9:45a.m.  Biscuit Brunch, Fellowship Hall

LOOKING AHEAD

Monday, April 1 - Memorial Service for Sandy Jordan at 2:00 p.m., Presbyterian Village of Athens
Sunday, April 7 - Communion Sunday, Food Sunday



EDUCATION - FAITH FORMATION

SUNDAYS FOR CHILDREN
Director of Children’s Ministries: Natalie Bishop
Nursery Coordinator: Rita Raines

Nursery Play, 8:30 a.m. — 12:15 p.m.

Children’s Playroom e Infants —4 Year Olds

Little ones are invited to Nursery Play during worship
and Sunday school. Children will enjoy playtime,
Bible stories, and a light snack with church friends.

Godly Play, 9:45 a.m.-10:45 a.m.

Children’s Ministry Suite ® Pre-K —5th Grade
Children are invited to Godly Play during the Sunday
School hour. Godly Play is an innovative way of teaching
and learning that helps children “discover” who God is
rather than being “told” who God is. The structure and
routine of Godly Play offer children a safe and nurturing
space to explore, connect, wonder, and worship God.

Children and Worship, 8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
All children are welcome to remain in worship with
their families every Sunday. Children’s bulletins, Bibles,
and books are available at the children’s tables located in
the Narthex and on both sides of the choir loft.

Children’s Church, 11:00 a.m. Worship Service
Children, Pre K—5th Grade are invited to Children’s
Church after the passing of The Peace. We will
continue worshipping together in the Children’s
Ministry Suite by listening to God’s Word, singing
to God, praying to God and giving to God.

*No Children’s Church on the first Sunday of the
month, Communion Sunday. All children are invited
to vemain in the sanctuary on this special Sunday to
take part in worship and Communion with family.

SUNDAYS FOR YOUTH

Director of Youth Ministries: Kim Ness

Middle School Coordinator: Erin Osborne

The PIT (basement level) * 6th - 12th Grade

Sunday School (9:45 a.m.)

Middle School class is using the Sparkhouse curriculum
called Echo: The Story. Each class begins with a video,
then we delve into the Bible. In just 36 weeks, we’ll
travel from Genesis to Revelation, through stories,
games and activities!

Youth Group

Sunday night youth group is a fast hour of games, get-
to-know you activities, devotionals and discussion.
This year our theme is Pieces of Faith. Youth will
gather in the PIT to talk about different aspects of
faith and the spiritual practices we need to help our
faith grow stronger.

Middle School meets 5:00 — 6:00 p.m.

High School meets 6:30 — 8:00 p.m.

Combined Youth Dinner (6:00 p.m.)

Between MS and HS youth groups, everyone will
gather in Fellowship Hall for a shared meal. If you’d
like to help provide a meal for our youth, please email
Kim at kness@firstpresathens.org.

For more information about youth ministry at FPC, visit
www.fpcathenspit.com.

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ADULTS
9:45-10:40 a.m.

IN PERSON

Builders ¢ Room 301

This class is an invitation for parents of children and
youth to come join for a time of fellowship and support.
Coordinator: Dr. Ryan Baer (ryan@firstpresathens.org)

NEW Bible Study Class ® Moses Waddel Room
‘We hope you'll join us for this NEW 8-weck Sunday
School class for Bible study and discussion. This
group (name TBD) has roots in the historic W.D.
Hooper Bible class and is now growing into something
new. Come and grow with us in faith!

For more information, please e-mail Elaine Johnson at
elaine@firstpresathens. org.

HYBRID (in person and over Zoon)

Del Dunn Sunday School Class * Room 308
An in-depth study and discussion of scripture, offering
a collegial environment and welcoming all who seek
to enrich their understanding of the Bible and its
application to our daily lives.

Coordinator: Susan Landrum (slandrum@uga.edu)
Zoom ID: 380 330 5940, PW: 245449

New Voices * Room 310

This class explores theological and church issues. Class
leaders engage participants by inviting them to share their
stories and perspectives on the topics being discussed.
Led by: Lewis Hudgins (lewisahudgins@gmail.com)
Zoom ID: 674 533 8902

Wayne F. Middendorf Men’s Bible Class
Bride’s Room, Tinsley Stern

Open and honest discussion in a nonjudgmental
atmosphere about various aspects of Christianity.
Contacts: Ian Hardin (ianhardinl@gmail.com), Jim
Scanlon (jjtscanlon@yahoo.com)

Zoom ID: 883 5159 0923
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Theodulph of Orleans, ¢. 820
Trans. John Mason Neale, 1851; alt. 1839

All Glory; Laud, and Honor

VALET WILL ICH DIR GEBEN

7.67.6 D

Melchior Teschner, 1614
Arr, William Henry Monk, 1861
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What Wondrous Love Is This

WONDROUS LOVE

American folk hymn, ¢, 1811

12.8.12.12.9

Walker’s Southern Harmony,

1835

Harm. Cantate Domino, 1980
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1. What won-drous love s this, O my soul, O my soul,
2. To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing,
3, And when from death ’'m  free, I'll sing on, Pl sing on,
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What won - drous love is this, O my soul!
To God and to  the Lamb, I will sing;
And when from death I'm free, Uil sing on;
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To God and to the Lamb who is the great |1 Am,
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To bear the *heav-y cross for my soul, for my  soul,
While  mil - lions join the theme, 1 will sing, I will sing;
And throughe - ter - ni - ty Il sing on, 'l sing on,
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94 An Upper Room Did Our Lord Prepare

O WALY WALY 93898

Fred Pratt Green, 1973

English folk melody

Harm. Jobn Weaver, 1988
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Go to Dark Gethsemane 97

REDHEAD 76  7.7.7.7.1.1
James Montpgomery, 1820, 1825; alt. Richard Redhead, 1853
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1. Go to dark Geth-se - ma - ne, All who feel the tempt-er’s power;
2. Fol-low to the judg-ment hall; View the Lord of life ar-raigned;
3. Cal-vary’s mourn-ful moun-tain climb; There, a - dor-ing at His feet,
4. Ear-ly has - ten to the tomb Where they laid His breath-less clay:
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Your Re-deem-er’s

con-flict see, Watch with Him one bit - ter hour;

the worm-wood and the galll

O

the pangs His soul

sus-tained!

Mark the mir - a - cle of time, God’s own sac - 1i - fice com-plete;
All is sol - i - tude and gloom. Who has tak - en Him a - way?
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Turn not from His griefs a - way, Learn from Je - sus Christ to pray.
Shun not suf - fering, shame, or loss; Learn from Christ to bear the cross.
“It  is fin-ished!” hear Him cry; Learn from Je - sus Christ to die.
Christ is risen! He meets our eyes. Sav - jor, teach us so to rise.
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Johann Heermann, 1630
Trans. Robert Bridges, 1899
Alt. Psalter Hymnal, 1987

Ah, Holy Jesus

HERZLIEBSTER JESU

11.11.11.5

93

Johann Criiger, 1640
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1. Ah, ho - ly Je - sus, how have You of - fend - ed,
2. Who was the guilt - y? Who brought this up on You?
3. For me, dear Je - sus, was Your in - car na - tion,
4. There - fore, dear Je - sus, since 1 can - not pay  You,
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pit - ¥y and Your love un - swerv-ing, Not my de - serv - ing.
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08 O Sacred Head, Now Wounded

PASSION CHORALE 7676 D

Attr. Bernard of Clairvaux {1091-1153) Hans Leo Hassler, 1601
Trans. James Waddell Alexander, 1830 Harm. Johann Sebastian Bach, 1729
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1. O sa - cred head, now wound-ed, With grief and shame weighed down;
2. What Thou,my Lord,hast suf - fered Was all for sin - ners’ gain:
3. What lan - guage shall I  bor - row To thankThee, dear - est friend,
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Now scorn-ful -ly  sur - round - ed With thorns,Thine on - ly crown;

Mine, mine was the trans - gres - sion, But  Thine the dead-ly pain.
For this Thy dy - ing sor - row, Thy pit - vy with - out  end?
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O sa - cred head, what glo - ry, What bliss till now was Thine!
Lo, here 1  fall, my Sav - dor!"Tis I de -serve Thy  place;
O make me Thine for - - er; And shouldI  faint - ing be,
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Yet, thoughde - spisedand gor - y, I joy to call Thee mine.
Look on me with Thy fa - wvor, Vouch-safe to me Thy grace.
Lord, let me nev - er, nev - er OQut - live my love to Thee,
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He Never Said a Mumbalin’ Word

Irregular

African-American spiritual

95

African-American spiritual

said a mumbalin’ word;

He bowed His head and died, and He never

said a mumbalin’ word.

Not a word, not a word, not a word.
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1. They cru - ci - fied my Lord, and He nev-er
2. They nailed Him to a tree, and He mnev-er
3. They piercedHim in the side, and He nev-er
4. The blood came trick-a - lin’ down and He nev-er
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said a mum-ba - in’ word; They cru - o - fied my
said a mum-ba - lin’ word; They nailed Him to the
said a mum-ba - lin’ word; They pierced Him in the
said a mum-ba - lin’ word; The blood came trick-a - lin'
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Lord, and He nev - er said a mum-ba - lin’
tree, and He nev - er said a mum-ba - lin’
side, and He nev - er said a mum-ba - lin’
down, and He nev - er said a mum-ba - lin
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word. Not a word, not a word, not a word
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5. He bowed His head and died, and He never



102 Were You There?

WERE YOU THERE  Iiregular

African-American spiritual

African-American spiritual Arr. Melva Wilson Costen, 1987
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1. Wereyou there whenthey cru - ci-fied my Lord? (Wereyou -there?)
2. Wereyou there whenthey nailed Him to the tree? {Wereyou there?)
3. Wereyou there whenthey pierced Him in the side? (Were you there?)
4. Wereyou there whenthey laid Him in the tomb? (Were you there?)
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Were you there when they cru - ci-fled my Lord? ¥——
Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree? |
Were you there when they pierced Him in the side? Oh!
Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb?
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\ Some-times it caus-es me to trem-ble, trem-ble, trem-ble.
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Were you there when they cru - ci-fied my Lord? (Wereyou there?)
Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree? (Were you there?)
Were you there when they pierced Him in the side? (Were you there?)
Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb? (Were you there?)
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Music: Arrangement © 1990 Melva Wilson Costen. All rights reserved. Used by permission.



