
March 10, 2024
8:45 and 11:00 a.m.

Fourth Sunday in Lent

Please sign and pass the 
Fellowship Pad, making 
note of new and old friends, 
check in on Facebook, and 
follow us on Instagram 
(firstpresathensga).

Come, Thou Fount of 
Every Blessing, written 
for Pentecost by a 
British Baptist pastor, 
is full of biblical terms 
like “Ebenezer,” 
Hebrew for “a stone 
of help” set up to give 
thanks for God’s 
assistance. The tune 
name honors hymnal
complier Asahel 
Nettleton.

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD

Welcome to all who are worshipping with us. As we enter a holy space this morning, please 
silence your cell phone.

  Greeting Psalm 118:24
This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!

  Prelude    Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing      Emma Lou Diemer

 Words of Welcome

  Song of Gathering          WINCHESTER NEW

The glory of these forty days 
we celebrate with songs of praise; 
for Christ, by whom all things were made, 
himself has fasted and has prayed. 

  Call to Worship        
Hear, O Israel!
Our God is one!
Love God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength.
We will love our neighbors as ourselves.

*Hymn 356         Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing          NETTLETON

*Call to Confession

*Prayer of Confession
God of love, when we look inward and are honest with ourselves,
we see where we have lived as though you are not our God. We 	
have sought after our own gain rather than the good of all. We 	
have not loved you or our neighbors as ourselves. We have betrayed
and denied you in what we have done and not done. Create in us 
clean hearts, O God, that we might become what you have 	
called us to be.

*Silent Prayer

In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is 
to create a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 

rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!

*Those who are able may stand.



*Congregational Response                                              Healey Willan

*Assurance of Pardon

*The Peace
	 Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 
	 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
	 And also with you.

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

  Congregational Prayer for Illumination         
                                                                            CONDITOR ALME SIDERUM
	 Eternal light, shine in my heart; eternal hope, lift up my eyes; 
	 eternal power be my support; eternal wisdom, make me wise.

  First Lesson                 Psalm 89:1-4, page 534

  11:00 Anthem         Where True Charity and Love Dwell      Kaye Saunders
	 Where true charity and love dwell, God is also there. 
	 Since the love of Christ has joined us in one body, 
	 let us all be glad and rejoice now and always. 
	 And as we love and serve our Lord, the living God, 
	 so let us with sincerity love each other.

  Second Lesson           Mark 12:28-44, page 926
	 This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

  Sermon                               The Main Thing                         Dr. Ryan Baer

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

*Hymn 367               Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love                  CHEREPONI

*Affirmation of Faith                                                 Philippians 2:5-11
	 Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, 
	 did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited,
	 but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, 
	 being born in human likeness. 
	 And being found in human form, he humbled himself 
	 and became obedient to the point of death – 
	 even death on a cross. 
	 Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name
	 that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus 
	 every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and
	 under the earth, and every tongue should confess 
	 that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

  Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer                    
	 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
	 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
	 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
	 as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 	
	 but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 	
	 power and the glory, forever. Amen.
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At “The Peace,” worshipers 
are invited to greet each 
other by saying, “The 
peace of Christ be with 
you,” and responding, 
“And also with you.”

After the Passing of the 
Peace at the 11:00 a.m. 
service, children, ages 
Pre-K - grade 5, are invit-
ed to Children’s Church 
held in the Children’s 
Ministry Suite on the first 
floor.

Lay Readers: 
  8:45: Joan Pinson
11:00: Allen Crowell

The anthem is a new 
setting of a familiar 
text, set to music by 
contemporary Amer-
ican composer Kaye 
Saunders, Director of 
St. Luke’s Episcopal 
Church, Durham, NC. 

Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with 
Your Love comes from a 
part of the world where 
Christianity is not 
the primary religion, 
which gives the simple 
but powerful words 
even more depth and 
meaning. The tune 
recalls the district in 
Ghana where it was 
collected.

Scholars debate whether 
this powerfully poetic 
text is an early Christian 
hymn which Paul is 
quoting or his own 
composition. It is one 
of the best-known and 
most influential passages 
in the Pauline corpus.



You may mail your check, 
set up an automatic gift 
through your bank, or 
donate online using this 
QR code or at 
firstpresathens.org/
giving. Thank you for 
your generosity.

Love Divine, All Loves 
Excelling expresses the 
transforming power of 
love, which motivates the 
unending praise of the 
life to come. The Welsh 
tune, whose name means 
“delightful,” gives us a 
foretaste of endless song.

Texts and music for hymns and 
sung responses reprinted under 
OneLicense.net #A-714861
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  Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings

  Offertory                                   Nettleton                          Craig Phillips

	 *Doxology                                                                         Hymn 592
		  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
		  praise him, all creatures here below; 
		  praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
		  praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

	 *Prayer of Dedication

SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD

*Hymn 376                 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling           HYFRYDOL

*Charge and Benediction

*Congregational Response                                                   AR HYD Y NOS
	 Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure.
	 Here you learned how much I love you, what I can cure.
	 Here you heard my dear Son’s story;
	 here you touched him, saw his glory.
	 Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure.

  Postlude                        Improvisation on Hyfrydol                     John Coble

A special word of welcome to our guests: thank you for joining us for worship this morning. 
Please fill out the Fellowship Pad so that we may be in touch. We are delighted you are here and 
look forward to seeing you again.

Nurseries for children 4 years old and younger, available from 8:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m., are 
located next to the Children’s Ministry Suite and are accessible down the stairs in the Atrium 
and through the glass door.

Children, Pre K – 5th Grade, are invited to Children’s Church during the 11:00 a.m. 
worship service. Children’s Church will be held downstairs in the Children’s Ministry Suite. 
We will depart for Children’s Church following the Passing of the Peace. To pick up your child 
after the service, please go to the church courtyard entrance of the Children’s Ministry Suite.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

St. Patrick’s Day Luncheon
Sunday, March 17, 12:00 p.m.

Join us for St. Patrick’s Day lunch next Sunday following the 11:00 a.m. service in Fellowship 
Hall. This will be a time for all to break bread together and enjoy a time of fun fellowship. In 
addition to lunch, children will get to decorate shamrock cookies! Thanks to a generous donation 
by fellow church member Lee Epting and Epting Events, there will be no cost to the congregation. 
All are welcome AND don’t forget to wear your green!

Week of Wonder (VBS) 2024
Week of Wonder (VBS) 2024 Registration is now open! Children going into Pre-Kindergarten 
through 6th Grade are invited to join us for this super fun week at First Presbyterian Church of 
Athens Sunday,  July 14 – Wednesday, July 17. This summer’s Week of Wonder is all about 
God’s Gift of Food! Stay tuned for more exciting details.

Registration Link: tinyurl.com/FPCWoW2024. Please register by Friday, May 10, to guarantee 
a spot. If you have any questions, please contact Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministry, 
at natalie@firstpresathens.org.
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WORSHIP LEADERS
Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor
The Rev. Ron Gilreath, Honorably Retired
Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist

Lay Readers
  8:45 a.m. Joan Pinson

11:00 a.m. Allen Crowell

USHERS
  8:45 a.m. John Simpson (head), Mary Peace

11:00 a.m. Jimbo Laboon III (head),
 			    Keith Oelke, Lisa Oelke

GREETERS
  8:45 a.m. Diane Hartzell

11:00 a.m. Carol McKay

FELLOWSHIP HOSTS
Chuck & Laura Toney

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN
Bryan Owens

SUNDAY MORNING MANAGER
Aiden Dowling

FLOWERS
The Sanctuary flowers are given to the glory of God.

MARCH FLOWER TEAM
Rosemary Stancil (chair),
Hannah Betzel, Susan Ferguson

TO AID IN WORSHIP
If you need to leave the sanctuary during 
the service, a live video feed is available in the 
Atrium, on Facebook, and YouTube.
Available in the Narthex or from an usher:
• Personal hearing receivers usable
   anywhere in the sanctuary
• Large-print hymnals, Bibles, bulletins, 
   and hymnsheets
• Sermons from the previous six weeks

CONGREGATIONAL CARE
Prayer requests can be submitted to the church 
office, 706-543-4338, by the Prayer Request 
link on our church website (firstpresathens.org) 
or on the prayer cards in the Fellowship Pads.

NOTES ON THE SERVICE

		 4:00 – 5:30 p.m.  Knitting Purls 2, Parlor

		 4:30 – 5:30 p.m.  Shakespeare and Friends Homer’s Odyssey, Room 308 

		 5:00 – 5:30 p.m.  St. Andrews Choir,  Room 202 

	 5:30 – 6:30 p.m.    Dinner (Gusto!), Fellowship Hall
Dinner menu: Grilled chicken*, mixed greens*, brown rice*, 

sweet potato chips*, cookies*, brownies (* = gluten free)

*6:30 – 7:30 p.m.    Meeting Jesus at the Table, Lenten Conversations 	
	                                 with Whitney and Ryan, Fellowship Hall Breakout Room

*6:30 – 8:00 p.m.    Chancel Choir,  Room 202

*Childcare Provided

Wednesday@First Spring Programs 2024
February 21 - April 24

Wednesday Night Dinner
5:30 - 6:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall

$12 adults, $45 max per family (complimentary for children 5 and under). 
Please RSVP in the Atrium, online at tinyurl.com/WedAtFirst, using the QR 
code, or by contacting the church office (e-mail frontdesk@firstpresathens.org 
or call 706-543-4338) by Mondays at 12:00 p.m.



Meet our Newest Members - Winter 2024

Ann & David Dantzler
Ann & David Dantzler, Jr. join FPC by Letter of Transfer
from First Presbyterian Church, Atlanta. David is a retired 
lawyer and enjoys golf and photography. Anne enjoys 
travel, reading, cooking, and being a grandmother to four 
young grandsons. They both enjoy volunteering at the 
NEGA Food Bank.

Courtney and James Dantzler III
Courtney and James Dantzler III join FPC by Letter 
of Transfer from Peachtree Presbyterian Church, Atlanta,
and Alpharetta Presbyterian Church, Alpharetta. Courtney 
is a CPA with Ernst Young and James is an IT Consultant 
with Amazon Web Services. Courtney enjoys travel and golf. 
James enjoys UGA sports, fishing, hunting, and golf. They 
have one son, “JD,” who was just baptized here at FPC.

Dorothy (DJ) Hall
Dorothy (DJ) Hall joins FPC by Reaffirmation of Faith. She 
recently relocated to Athens after many years in Merrit Island, 
Florida. A native of LaGrange, Georgia, DJ is happy to be 
back in a climate with distinct seasons. She is a nurse by training 
and background and also enjoys gardening.

Mark Lockard
Mark Lockard joins FPC by Reaffirmation of Faith. Mark is 
married to our Associate Pastor, Whitney Booth Lockard, and 
father of Josie. Mark teaches High School English in Jackson 

County. He enjoys reading, hiking, cooking, and traveling.



Meet our Newest Members - Winter 2024

Donna & John Varn
Donna & John Varn join FPC by Letter of Transfer 
from Leesburg Presbyterian Church, Leesburg, VA. 
They are both retired. Donna is an artist and enjoys 
reading and the outdoors. John enjoys woodworking, 
model trains, and sailing. They are parents of Meghan 

Bawcum and grandparents of Evie and Nora Kate. 

Holly, Reed, and Tate Sheats
Holly, Reed, and Tate Sheats join 
by Letter of Transfer from First United 
Methodist Church, Winder, Ga. Reed 
is self-employed at Sheats Structural
Consulting and Holly works as a 
bookkeeper for the Barrow County
School System at Barrow Arts & 
Sciences Academy.

Anne Webster
Anne Webster joins by Letter of Transfer from First Presbyterian 
Church, Atlanta. Her son and daughter-in-law, John and Julie 
Webster, are also joining FPC. Anne is a retired nurse and enjoys 
going to the gym, playing bridge, and writing.

Julie & John Webster
Julie & John Webster join by Letter of Transfer 
from First Presbyterian Church, Atlanta. Julie is a 
Nurse Practitioner and John works in information 
management. They are the proud parents of three 
grown children, and in their spare time, they enjoy 

tennis, pickleball, and golf.



Easter Lily Dedication
If you wish to give a contribution in honor or memory of a loved one, please place your order by 
Monday, March 25. Each dedication is $10. You may place your completed form and check 
in the offering plate, mail it to the church office, order online at tinyurl.com/FPCLily2024, or 
contact the church at 706-543-4338 or frontdesk@firstpresathens.org with your dedications. 

Each dedication will be listed in the March 31 worship service bulletin.

In Memory of

In Honor of

Given by

Holy Week Services & Activities
Palm/Passion Sunday, March 24
       Everyone is invited to the upper parking lot to follow the donkey in the palm procession at 10:40 a.m.

Holy Week Activities
       Labyrinth-walking in Fellowship Hall through Tuesday, March 26
       Prayer Stations in The Pit, March 25-31

Maundy Thursday, March 28, Dinner at 5:30 p.m., Service at 6:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall
     We will recall the night of Jesus’ arrest and celebrate the sacrament of Holy Communion.

Good Friday Service, March 29, Oconee Presbyterian Church, 7:00 p.m.
     Our siblings from Athens area Presbyterian churches and campus ministry will gather for the 
     annual Good Friday service, hosted this year by Oconee Presbyterian Church.

Easter Eve Egg Hunt and Picnic Dinner, Saturday, March 30, 5:00 p.m., The Hill
     All are invited to our Egg Hunt and Picnic Dinner at The Hill (5:00-7:00 p.m.). The church family
     is asked to bring a side dish to share and your own picnic blanket and/or chairs. Lee Epting will
     provide a meat and the perfect grass for egg hiding. The church will provide drinks and Easter treats.

Easter, March 31
Easter Sunrise Service, 6:30 a.m., gates will open at 6:15 a.m.
        Oconee Hill Cemetery invites everyone to the Wingfield Chapel within the cemetery grounds for an
         Easter Sunrise Service. Please dress comfortably and consider bringing a flashlight and folding chair.

Easter Worship Services: 8:45 & 11:00 a.m., One Great Hour of Sharing Offering
       Join us for the celebration of the risen Christ. We will receive an offering for the One Great Hour
       of Sharing, which will be used to help Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, Presbyterian Hunger 
     Program, and Self Development of People through the Presbyterian Church USA.

Biscuit Brunch, 9:30 a.m., Fellowship Hall
       Between services, instead of Sunday School, we will all gather as a church family for fellowship.

Meal Train for Margaret & Ben Davis’ family

Rev. Margaret Davis, our Parish Associate, took a fall a few weeks ago and suffered a broken bone 
in her foot. As she continues to heal from the injury and subsequent surgery, the Davis family is 
so grateful for all the love, support, and prayers from the FPC family. If you’d like to sign up to 
bring a meal to Ben, Margaret, Robby, and Peter, please go to tinyurl.com/MealTrainDavisFamily.



THIS WEEK

Sunday, March 10 - Fourth Sunday in Lent, Daylight Saving Time Begins
  8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Services, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
  9:45 a.m.	 Sunday School and Godly Play
12:00 p.m.	 Fellowship in the Atrium
  3:30 p.m.	 St. Andrews Choir and Cherub Choir Rehearsals, Room 203
  4:20 p.m.	 Celebration Singers Rehearsal, Room 202
  5:00 p.m.	 Confirmation Retreat, Moses Waddel Room
  5:00 p.m.	 Middle School Youth Group, The PIT

Monday, March 11
  2:00 p.m.	 Circle 2, Staff Conference Room
  5:30 p.m.	 Handbell Choir Rehearsal, Room 205

Tuesday, March 12
12:15 p.m.	 Women’s Small Group, Brides Room
  1:00 p.m.	 Staff Meeting, Staff Conference Room
  1:30 p.m.	 Knitting Purls 1, Parlor

Wednesday, March 13
 9:15 a.m.	 Circle 7, Presbyterian Village of Athens
  4:00 p.m.	 Knitting Purls 2, Front Office Reception Area
  4:30 p.m.	 Shakespeare & Friends Homer’s Odyssey, Room 308
  5:00 p.m.	 St. Andrews Choir Rehearsal, Room 203
  5:30 p.m.	 Wed@First Supper - Gusto!, Fellowship Hall
  6:30 p.m.	 Meeting Jesus at the Table, Lenten Conversations with Whitney and Ryan,
		  Fellowship Hall Breakout Area
  6:30 p.m.	 Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Room 202

Thursday, March 14
  9:05 a.m.	 WDS Chapel, Children’s Ministry Suite
12:30 p.m.	 Lenten Lunch via Zoom, Have a Beautiful, Terrible Lent! (ID: 706-543-4338)
  2:00 p.m.	 Mellows, Arbor Terrace
  5:00 p.m.	 Administration Commission Meeting, Staff Conference Room
  5:30 p.m.	 Matthew 25 Commission Meeting, Moses Waddel Room

Sunday, March 17 - Fifth Sunday in Lent
  8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Services, The Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard preaching
  9:45 a.m.	 Sunday School and Godly Play
12:00 p.m.	 St. Patrick’s Day Luncheon, Fellowship Hall
  3:30 p.m.	 Cherub Choir Rehearsal, Room 205
  3:30 p.m.	 St. Andrews Choir Rehearsal, Room 203
  4:20 p.m.	 Celebration Singers Rehearsal, Room 202
  5:00 p.m.	 Middle School Youth Group, The PIT
  6:30 p.m.	 High School Youth Group, The PIT

Family Promise Host Weeks, March 24 - April 7

Starting January 2024, Family Promise of Athens updated its service delivery model 
to offer more stability to participating families while they work to transition out of 
the program into a permanent home. The new model does not require the same 
number of volunteers as needed over the past several years, however, each volunteer 
role is an opportunity to directly impact and assist the families.

Thank you to all who volunteered so far. If you would like to help, please see a Family Promise 
Team member in the atrium on Sunday mornings or sign up online using the QR code or going 
to: tinyurl.com/FPAVolunteer. More information about FPA’s new service model and an updated 
volunteer manual can be found on FPC website. If you have questions, please contact Susan Boatwright 
at boatwright.susan@gmail.com or Jean Bock at jbock@bellsouth.net. Thank you!



EDUCATION – FAITH FORMATION
SUNDAYS FOR CHILDREN
Director of Children’s Ministries: Natalie Bishop 
Nursery Coordinator: Rita Raines 

Nursery Play, 8:30 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.
Children’s Playroom • Infants – 4 Year Olds
Little ones are invited to Nursery Play during worship 
and Sunday school. Children will enjoy playtime, 
Bible stories, and a light snack with church friends.

Godly Play, 9:45 a.m.-10:45 a.m.
Children’s Ministry Suite • Pre-K – 5th Grade 
Children are invited to Godly Play during the Sunday 
School hour. Godly Play is an innovative way of teaching 
and learning that helps children “discover” who God is 
rather than being “told” who God is. The structure and 
routine of  Godly Play offer children a safe and nurturing 
space to explore, connect, wonder, and worship God.

Children and Worship, 8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
All children are welcome to remain in worship with 
their families every Sunday. Children’s bulletins, Bibles, 
and books are available at the children’s tables located in 
the Narthex and on both sides of the choir loft.

Children’s Church, 11:00 a.m. Worship Service
Children, Pre K – 5th Grade are invited to Children’s 
Church after the passing of The Peace. We will 
continue worshipping together in the Children’s 
Ministry Suite by listening to God’s Word, singing 
to God, praying to God and giving to God.
*No Children’s Church on the first Sunday of the 
month, Communion Sunday. All children are invited 
to remain in the sanctuary on this special Sunday to 
take part in worship and Communion with family.

SUNDAYS FOR YOUTH
Director of Youth Ministries: Kim Ness
Middle School Coordinator: Erin Osborne
The PIT (basement level) • 6th - 12th Grade

Sunday School (9:45 a.m.)
Middle School class is using the Sparkhouse curriculum 
called Echo: The Story. Each class begins with a video, 
then we delve into the Bible. In just 36 weeks, we’ll 
travel from Genesis to Revelation, through stories, 
games and activities!

Youth Group
Sunday night youth group is a fast hour of games, get-
to-know you activities, devotionals and discussion. 
This year our theme is Pieces of Faith. Youth will 
gather in the PIT to talk about different aspects of 
faith and the spiritual practices we need to help our 
faith grow stronger.
Middle School meets 5:00 – 6:00 p.m.
High School meets 6:30 – 8:00 p.m. 

Combined Youth Dinner (6:00 p.m.)
Between MS and HS youth groups, everyone will 
gather in Fellowship Hall for a shared meal. If you’d 
like to help provide a meal for our youth, please email 
Kim at kness@firstpresathens.org.

For more information about youth ministry at FPC, visit 
www.fpcathenspit.com.

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ADULTS
9:45-10:40 a.m.

IN PERSON
Builders • Room 301
This class is an invitation for parents of children and 
youth to come join for a time of fellowship and support. 
Coordinator: Dr. Ryan Baer (ryan@firstpresathens.org)

HYBRID (in person and over Zoom)
Del Dunn Sunday School Class • Room 308
An in-depth study and discussion of scripture, offering 
a collegial environment and welcoming all who seek 
to enrich their understanding of the Bible and its 
application to our daily lives.
Coordinator: Susan Landrum (slandrum@uga.edu)
Zoom ID: 380 330 5940, PW: 245449

New Voices • Room 310
This class explores theological and church issues. 
Class leaders engage participants by inviting them 
to share their stories and perspectives on the topics 
being discussed.
Led by: Lewis Hudgins (lewisahudgins@gmail.com)
Zoom ID: 674 533 8902

Wayne F. Middendorf Men’s Bible Class  
Bride’s Room, Tinsley Stern
Open and honest discussion in a nonjudgmental 
atmosphere about various aspects of Christianity.
Contacts: Ian Hardin (ianhardin1@gmail.com), Jim 
Scanlon (jjtscanlon@yahoo.com)
Zoom ID: 883 5159 0923










