First|Presbyterian Church/Athens

February 14, 2024
12:30 and 7:00 p.m.
Ash Wednesday



GATHERING
Prelude Forty Days and Forty Nights Alec Wyton

Call to Worship
We come to God with full and prayerful hearts.
We yearn to turn to God.
We mark on our foreheads our need for grace,
giving thanks and praise for mercy.
Hear our call to be in your will, O God.

*Hymn 77 Forty Days and Forty Nights AUS DER TIEFE RUFE ICH

*Prayer of the Day
Holy God, in the stillness of the hour, we listen for the Spirit’s voice.
With broken hearts, we remember our faults and fears.
And still, the Comforter comes and soothes so that we may feel
the power of promised forgiveness.
As we journey with Christ and seek strength for the life of faith,
may we be reconciled unto God. Amen.

WORD
Prayer for Illumination
Scripture
First Reading: Psalm 32:1-5, page 496
7:00 p.m. Anthem Wash Me Throughly Samuel Sebastian Wesley

Wash me throughly from my wickedness, and forgive me all my sin.
For I acknowledge my faults, and my sin is ever before me.

Second Reading: Mark 9:30-37, page 922
Sermon Down in the Dust The Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard

Invitation to Observe a Holy Lent

*Those who are able may stand.



DUNDEE

*Psalm 51
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1. Have mer-cy Lord,ac - cord-ing to the mea-sure of your love;
2. The fail-ings of my deeds and thoughts are ev - er in my sight;
3. In - to my se-cret heartsend truth, let wis-dom in me grow:
4. A cleanand up-right heart, O Lord, ex-change for mine of stone;
5. A con-trite heart is your de - sire, my of - fer-ing, the same;
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blot out my sin, and from my heart all wick- ed-ness re- move.
re - lease me from the path of death, and set my course a - right.
O washthe e - vil from my hands, and make me pure as snow.
your Ho -ly Spir-it meld with mine, and leave me not a - lone.
my lips un-latch, my mouth en - gage your prais-es to pro-claim.
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Imposition of Ashes

Those who wish may come forward to receive the imposition of ashes. One of the ministers will mark your
forehead with ashes as a reminder that all of us will someday die, and as a sign that we trust in God’s grace

in_Jesus Christ.

EUCHARIST

Invitation to the Lord’s Table

Great Thanksgiving



The Lord’s Prayer Hymnal, p. 16
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread and Giving of the Cup
Communion of the People

Prayer after Communion

SENDING
*Hymn 347 Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive DETROIT
*Charge and Blessing

All depart in silence.

NOTES ON THE SERVICE

WORSHIP LEADERS TO AID IN WORSHIP
The Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard, Associate Pastor  If you need to leave the sanctuary during
Dr. Bruce Lancaster, Honorably Retired the service, a live video feed is available in the

Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist Atrium, on Facebook, and YouTube.
AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIANS Available in the Narthex or from an usher:

Bryan Owens, Paulo Santos * Personal hearing receivers usable

CONGREGATIONAL CARE anywhere in the sanctuary |
Prayer requests can be submitted to the church ~ * Large-print hymnals, Bibles, bulletins,
office, 706-543-4338, by the Prayer Request and hymnsheets

link on our church website (firstpresathens.org)

or on the prayer cards in the Fellowship Pads.



