First|Presbyterian ChurchsAthens

In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is
to create a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!

January 28, 2024
8:45 and 11:00 a.m.
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD

Welcome to all who are worshipping with us. As we enter a holy space this morning, please
silence your cell phone.

Greeting Psalm 118:24
This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!

Prelude Improvisation on Duke Street John Coble
Words of Welcome

Song of Gathering Hymn 470, Stanza 1
O day of radiant gladness, O day of joy and light,
O balm of care and sadness, most beautiful,
most bright; this day the high and lowly,
through ages joined in tune,
sing “Holy, holy, holy”’ to the great God triune.

Call to Worship
What does the Holy One require of us?
To be just, kind, and humble before God.
Give thanks to God with your whole heart.
Great are the works of the Lord.
Now faith, hope, and love abide,
and the greatest of these is love.

*Hymn 307 Fight the Good Fight DUKE STREET
*Call to Confession

*Prayer of Confession

Great God, we know that you are our God and that we are mere
mortals, but self-righteousness still consumes us, arrogance still
guides our decisions, and we become isolated and alone. Bring us
back to rest in your sovereign love, encourage us in relationship,

and guide us to live in the community of faith, that we might
experience your love building us up, enabling us to do the work

to which you call us. In the name of Jesus, we pray. Amen.

*Silent Prayer
Lord, have mercy. Amen.

*Assurance of Pardon

*Those who are able may stand.

Please sign and pass the
Fellowship Pad, making
note of new and old friends,
check in on Facebook, and

Sfollow us on Instagram

(firstpresathensga).

The opening phrase

of Fight the Good Fight,
based on 1 Timothy, is
not a military image but
an athletic one, from

a Greek verb meaning
“struggle,” “grapple,”
or “wrestle.” The sports
context continues in lat-
er stanzas, reflecting the
experience of a runner
(from Hebrews 12).



At “The Peace,” worship-
ers are invited to greet each
other by saying, “The
peace of Christ be with
you,” and responding,
“And also with you.”

After the Passing of the
Peace at the 11:00 a.m.
service, children, ages
Pre-K - grade 5, are invited
to Children’s Church held
in the Children’s Ministry
Suite on the first floor.

Lay Readers:
8:45 a.m.: Joan Pinson
11:00 a.m.: Allen Crowell

The anthem, based on
a simple phrase from
Psalm 46, was set to
music by a contemporary
American composer
from Cincinnati. Rick
Sowash is an author,
composer, publisher,
filmmaker, storyteller,
elected public official,
arts administrator, radio
broadcaster, innkeeper,
and church musician.

Where Cross the Crowded
Ways of Life, written by
a Methodist missionary,
may be the earliest
Christian hymn on the
modern city. The author
wrote the hymn looking
down on the busy can-
yons of New York City.
Based on Matthew 22:9,
itis a poignant picture of
Christ’s concerns for the
downtrodden and needy
in every city.

*Congregational Response  Glory to God Jacques Berthier
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*The Peace
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

Congregational Prayer for Illumination Hymn 327, Stanza 1
O Word of God incarnate, O Wisdom from on high,
O Truth unchanged, unchanging, O Light of our dark sky:
we praise you for the radiance that from the hallowed page,
alantern to our footsteps, shines on from age to age.

First Lesson Psalm 131, page 562

11:00 Anthem Be Still
Be still and know that I am God.

Second Lesson Mark 5:21-43, page 917
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

The Whole Story Dr. Ryan Baer
RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

Rick Sowash

Sermon

*Hymn 408 Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life  GERMANY
* Affirmation of Faith The Apostles” Creed

I believe in God the Father almighty,

Maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead;

he ascended into heaven,

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church;
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory, forever. Amen.



Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings

Offertory Finlandia Robert Powell
*Doxology Hymn 592
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; You may mail your check,

. . A set up an automatic payment
praise him, all creatures here below; ,

A A of your pledge through your
praise him above, ye heavenly host; bank, or donate online
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. using this QR code or at

firstpresathens.org/
*Prayer of Dedication giving. Thank you for

your generosity.
SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD

*Hymn insert Be Still, My Soul FINLANDIA

*Charge and Benediction

*Congregational Response Hymn 68, Stanza 4
To God the Father, God the Son, and Holy Spirit, Three in
one, may every tongue and nation raise an endless song of

thankful praise. Texts and music for hymns and
sung responses reprinted under
Postlude Little Prelude and Fugue in D minor attr. J.S. Bach | OneLicense.net #4-714861

A special word of welcome to our guests: thank you for joining us for worship this morning.
Please fill out the Fellowship Pad so that we may be in touch. We are delighted you are here and
look forward to seeing you again.

Nurseries for children 4 years old and younger, available from 8:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m., are
located next to the Children’s Ministry Suite and are accessible down the stairs in the Atrium
and through the glass door.

Children, Pre K — 5th Grade, are invited to Children’s Church during the 11:00 a.m.
worship service. Children’s Church will be held downstairs in the Children’s Ministry Suite.
We will depart for Children’s Church following the Passing of the Peace. To pick up your child
after the service, please go to the church courtyard entrance of the Children’s Ministry Suite.

Youth Sunday and Annual Congregational Meeting
Sunday, February 4

Join us next Sunday, February 4 for Youth Sunday. Following the 11:00 a.m. service, please join
us in Fellowship Hall for the Annual Congregational Meeting.

Each year, our youth lead worship for the congregation, which includes selecting a theme, writing
liturgy, giving the message, and sharing their musical talents. We have an amazing group of high
schoolers who are looking forward to worshiping with you.

After worship, our middle schoolers will be preparing and serving lunch for the Annual Congregational
Meeting in Fellowship Hall. In support of the Souper Bowl of Caring, we invite you to join us
for a lovingly prepared meal of soup and sandwiches. As part of the fundraiser, youth will be
collecting donations in large soup pots to help cover the coast of lunch, with all extra proceeds
benefiting the Souper Bowl of Caring. Cash, check and online giving accepted.

At the Annual Congregational Meeting, we’ll receive the 2023 annual report, hear from the
session about ministry plans for 2024, and we’ll elect a class of officers to their respective terms.



NOTES ON THE SERVICE

WORSHIP LEADERS

Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor

The Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard, Associate Pastor
Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist

Lay Readers
8:45 a.m. Joan Pinson

11:00 a.m. Allen Crowell
USHERS

8:45 a.m. John Simpson (head),
Mary Peace
11:00 a.m. Jimbo LaBoon III (head),
Ed Ferguson

GREETERS
11:00 a.m. Andrew Griffith, Dan Nadenicek

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN
Bryan Owens

SUNDAY MORNING MANAGER
Aiden Dowling

JANUARY FLOWER TEAM

Denise LaBoon (chair), Carolyn Hally, Susan
Landrum, Ethelyn Simpson, Isabelle Wallace

FLOWERS

The flowers in the Sanctuary are given to the
glory of God and in loving memory of CPL Evan
Andrew Marshall, a member of First Presbyterian
Church who was killed in action on January 28,
2008, in Mosul, Iraq, while serving our country.

FELLOWSHIP HOST
New Voices Sunday School Class

TO AID IN WORSHIP

If you need to leave the sanctuary during
the service, a live video feed is available in the
Atrium, on Facebook, and YouTube.

Available in the Narthex or from an usher:

* Personal hearing receivers usable
anywhere in the sanctuary

» Large-print hymnals, Bibles, bulletins,
and hymnsheets

* Sermons from the previous six weeks

CONGREGATIONAL CARE

Prayer requests can be submitted to the church
office, 706-543-4338, by the Prayer Request
link on our church website (firstpresathens.org)
or on the prayer cards in the Fellowship Pads.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

FOOD SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 4

You may bring donations of personal toiletries
(soap, shampoo, deodorant, toothpaste,
chap-stick, hand and body lotion) or
household supplies (cleaning products,
sponges, laundry and dish detergents) to
church next Sunday, February 4. You may
also bring items to church office until Friday,
February 2. Thanks for your donations in
January - our neighbors in need are grateful!

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE
FEBRUARY 25, 8:00 A.M. -1:00 P.M.
Please join us in the Fellowship Hall and
help save a life! Reserve an appointment at
redcrossblood.org (sponsor code AFPC), or
contact the church office. If you cannot give
blood but would like to help check-in donors,
please contact Joe Neighbors to volunteer
(jbneighb@bellsouth.net).

Stephen Ministry

In addition to the cold weather outside, many people experience winters in their personal life.
Family and personal struggles may leave them with nowhere to turn for support. If you or someone
you know is going through a difficult time, our Stephen Ministers can bring God’s warm love
back into your life. Talk with one of our Stephen Leaders for more information:

Susan Boatwright, boatwrightsusan@gmail.com, 706-255-2250
Margaret Davis: margaret@firstpresathens.org, 706-206-9896
Becky Hartman,hartmanbecky494@gmail.com, 706-254-4504
Lisa Oclke: lisakoelke@gmail.com, 706-540-4251

Our Stephen Ministers are here to care!



THIS WEEK

Sunday, January 28
8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Services, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
9:45a.m.  Sunday School and Godly Play
12:00 p.m.  Fellowship in the Atrium
3:30 p.m.  Cherub Choir Rehearsal, Room 203
3:30 p.m.  St. Andrews Choir Rehearsal, Room 202
4:20 p.m.  Celebration Singers Choir Rehearsal, Room 202
5:00 p.m.  Middle School Youth Group, The PIT
6:00 p.m.  Youth Group Dinner, Fellowship Hall
6:30 p.m.  High School Youth Group, The PIT

Monday, January 29
2:00 p.m.  Lay Caller Meeting, Staff Conference Room
5:30 p.m.  Handbell Choir Rehearsal, Room 205

Tuesday, January 30
12:15 p.m.  Women’s Small Group, Brides Room
1:00 p.m.  Staff Meeting, Staff Conference Room

Wednesday, January 31
10:00 a.m.  Congregational Care Commission Meeting, Staff Conference Room
6:30 p.m.  Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Room 202

Thursday, February 1
9:05a.m.  WDS Chapel, Children’s Ministry Suite
6:00 p.m.  Called Session Meeting, Moses Waddel Room

Sunday, February 4 - Youth Sunday, Communion Sunday, Food Sunday,
Annual Congregational Meeting, Souper Bowl of Caring
8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Youth Sunday Services
9:45a.m.  Sunday School and Godly Play
12:00 p.m.  Annual Congregational Meeting, Fellowship Hall
3:30 p.m.  Cherub Choir Rehearsal, Room 203
3:30 p.m.  St. Andrews Choir Rehearsal, Room 202
4:20 p.m.  Celebration Singers Choir Rehearsal, Room 202

New Member FirstThings Class

Join us for our next FirstThings gathering on Sunday, February 18 from 1:30 p.m. to 4:00
p.m. This will be a time to get better acquainted, to meet the church staft, and to talk about what
makes First Presbyterian Church unique. To RSVP, please call the church office (706-543-4338)
or e-mail Lucy Bell Johnson at Ibell@firstpresathens.org by Tuesday, February 13.

The schedule for the upcoming class is:

Sunday, February 18, 1:30 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. - Moses Waddel Room
“First Things” Informational class (child care available upon request)

Sunday, February 25, 10:00 a.m. - Church Parlor
New Member Coffee/Called Session Meeting to meet and be received into membership by
Session (our governing board).

Following the Called Session meeting, new members will be presented and introduced to the
congregation during the 11:00 a.m. service. A reception in your honor will follow in Fellowship
Hall, so everyone can be welcomed by our members.



EDUCATION - FAITH FORMATION

SUNDAYS FOR CHILDREN
Director of Children’s Ministries: Natalie Bishop
Nursery Coordinator: Rita Raines

Nursery Play, 8:30 a.m. — 12:15 p.m.

Children’s Playroom e Infants —4 Year Olds

Little ones are invited to Nursery Play during worship
and Sunday school. Children will enjoy playtime,
Bible stories, and a light snack with church friends.

Godly Play, 9:45 a.m.-10:45 a.m.

Children’s Ministry Suite ® Pre-K —5th Grade
Children are invited to Godly Play during the Sunday
School hour. Godly Play is an innovative way of teaching
and learning that helps children “discover” who God is
rather than being “told” who God is. The structure and
routine of Godly Play offer children a safe and nurturing
space to explore, connect, wonder, and worship God.

Children and Worship, 8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
All children are welcome to remain in worship with
their families every Sunday. Children’s bulletins, Bibles,
and books are available at the children’s tables located in
the Narthex and on both sides of the choir loft.

Children’s Church, 11:00 a.m. Worship Service
Children, Pre K—5th Grade are invited to Children’s
Church after the passing of The Peace. We will
continue worshipping together in the Children’s
Ministry Suite by listening to God’s Word, singing
to God, praying to God and giving to God.

*No Children’s Church on the first Sunday of the
month, Communion Sunday. All children are invited
to vemain in the sanctuary on this special Sunday to
take part in worship and Communion with family.

SUNDAYS FOR YOUTH

Director of Youth Ministries: Kim Ness

Middle School Coordinator: Erin Osborne

The PIT (basement level) * 6th - 12th Grade

Sunday School (9:45 a.m.)

Middle School class is using the Sparkhouse curriculum
called Echo: The Story. Each class begins with a video,
then we delve into the Bible. In just 36 weeks, we’ll
travel from Genesis to Revelation, through stories,
games and activities!

Youth Group

Sunday night youth group is a fast hour of games, get-
to-know you activities, devotionals and discussion.
This year our theme is Pieces of Faith. Youth will
gather in the PIT to talk about different aspects of
faith and the spiritual practices we need to help our
faith grow stronger.

Middle School meets 5:00 — 6:00 p.m.

High School meets 6:30 — 8:00 p.m.

Combined Youth Dinner (6:00 p.m.)

Between MS and HS youth groups, everyone will
gather in Fellowship Hall for a shared meal. If you’d
like to help provide a meal for our youth, please email
Kim at kness@firstpresathens.org.

For more information about youth ministry at FPC, visit
www.fpcathenspit.com.

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ADULTS
9:45-10:40 a.m.

IN PERSON

Builders ¢ Room 301

This class is an invitation for parents of children and
youth to come join for a time of fellowship and support.
Coordinator: Dr. Ryan Baer (ryan@firstpresathens.org)

HYBRID (in person and over Zoonr)

Del Dunn Sunday School Class * Room 308
An in-depth study and discussion of scripture, offering
a collegial environment and welcoming all who seek
to enrich their understanding of the Bible and its
application to our daily lives.

Coordinator: Susan Landrum (slandrum@uga.edu)
Zoom ID: 380 330 5940, PW: 245449

New Voices * Room 310

This class explores theological and church issues.
Class leaders engage participants by inviting them
to share their stories and perspectives on the topics
being discussed.

Led by: Lewis Hudgins (lewisahudgins@gmail.com)
Zoom ID: 674 533 8902

Wayne F. Middendorf Men’s Bible Class
Bride’s Room, Tinsley Stern

Open and honest discussion in a nonjudgmental
atmosphere about various aspects of Christianity.
Contacts: lan Hardin (ianhardin1 @gmail.com), Jim
Scanlon (jjtscanlon@yahoo.com)

Zoom ID: 883 5159 0923



Be Still, My Soul
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TEXT: Katharina von Schlegel, 1752; trans. Jane Laurie Borthwick, 1855, alt.
MUSIC: Jean Sibelius, 1899; arr. The Hymnal, 1933, alt.




First PresbyterianChurch-Athens

Nominees for Session Class of 2026

Susan Baldwin moved to Athens with her family in 1967. Susan grew up
at FPC, participating in youth groups and youth choir. She rejoined FPC
in 2022 after relocating back to Athens from Atlanta in the Spring of 2021.
Most recently, Susan has helped with Sanctuary Flowers and Congregational
Response Teams to support church receptions. Susan retired from Southern
Company this past July after 42 years in the I'T Organization. Susan enjoys
tennis, walking, gardening, decorating, and photography, and hopes to travel
more since retiring.

Dave Beck and his wife Lillian joined First Presbyterian Church in 2018 when
| they moved back to the Athens area. Dave has served as an usher & greeter,
and with Lillian has aided in the Family Promise endeavor. He is also active as
photographer for the church. Previously, he served as trustee at Northminster
Presbyterian Church, North Syracuse. Dave is a retired manager with AT&T/
Lucent Technologies. After moving from Syracuse to NYC and then to Atlanta,
* retirement led to establishing a farm in the Washington, Ga. area for twelve
| years. Dave and Lillian have one daughter, Karen, who lives in Asheville. She
has two children, Alex and Anna.

Bill Bushnell joined FPC in 1970, prior to his marriage (March 1970) to his
wife Betsy DuBose Bushnell. Bill has previously served as Clerk of the Session,
Elder, Deacon, and on various committees: property, stewardship, personnel,
and Weekday School. He is a practicing Attorney in Athens. He is also currently
serving on the Athens Technical College Foundation Board of Directors. He and
Betsy have one son, Dr. Brad Bushnell, his wife Kimberly, and two grandchildren,
» Bo (17) and Sarah Beth (14), living in Rome, Ga. He enjoys being of service to
= others, walking, reading and being with family and friends.

Amy Cowsert grew up in Athens and joined FPC in 1987, where she and her
husband Bill were married that same year. Amy has previously served as an Elder and
served on Congregational Care and the Personnel Committee. Over the years, she
~ hasvolunteered on a search committee for an interim minister, been a confirmation
) mentor, taught Sunday School, and served on the flower committee. She and Bill
served as youth group advisors as well. Bill and Amy have three grown children,
three grandchildren and another on the way. Amy treasures spending time with
| her family (especially the grandchildren!) and loves visits to the beach. She is an avid
gardener and enjoys cooking for family and friends.

Matt Crim grew up in the Presbyterian church and joined this congregation
on relocating to Athens in 2017. He 1s an active member participating in worship,
choir, Sunday school, committees, and with the youth and children’s ministries,
including the Weekday School. Matt works as a cardiologist and teaches at the
medical school. He is a proud parent of Benjamin, Josie, and Stella. He enjoys
food, music, and travel.




First PresbyterianChurch-Athens

Nominees for Session Class of 2026

Jay Holloway and his wife Joy were first introduced to FPC when their
daughter attended the weekday school and they joined in 2012. Jay is the
son and grandson of United Methodist ministers, and he is a consultant
at Boehringer Ingelheim. He is a member of the Builders Sunday school
class, teaches Middle School Sunday school, and served on the associate
pastor search committee that called Rev. Dr. Carol Strickland in 2014.
Jay enjoys baseball, fishing and travel. Jay and Joy have two children: Lane
(17), and Jennings (13).

Tom Lane grew up as a member of FPC, attending Sunday school and
church services from early childhood until 1970, when he moved to Atlanta. In
1986, he and his wife Anne joined and thereafter attended FPC of Marietta,
from which they transferred in 2019 upon their return to Athens. While in
Atlanta, Tom participated in a bible study program sponsored by Trinity
Community Ministries, assisting drug-addicted men in returning to society.
| Tom and Anne have no children, but one Yorkie. Tom is a retired attorney
® who enjoys traveling, walking, reading, music, and spending time (especially
ma ncaltime) with family and friends.

Joan Pinson joined FPC in 1990. She raised her daughter, Katie, in the church
with the help of so many kind members. Over the years, she has participated in
many church activities: keeping the children on Wednesdays nights, teaching
children’s and Adult Sunday school, helping in the nursery, outreach at Denny
Towers, Christmas presents for children of persons in prison, writing Lenten
devotions, and was part of the Lay Callers Team and Education committee.
Currently, she attends New Voices Sunday School Class, Circle 6, helps at
Project Safe workdays and at Our Daily Bread. Since retiring from full time
Home Health Nursing in 2022, Joan enjoys keeping her grand boys, being a
docent at the Georgia Museum of Art, yoga, teaching CPR,, and cycling.

Paige Simmons and her husband Robert have been members of FPC since
2000. Paige has previously served as an elder and was a member of the search
committee for the Director of Music. She has taught Sunday School, VBS,
has been a youth leader, a member of Circle 5, delivered Meals on Wheels and
volunteered in other programs and ministries. She is currently the chair for the
May Flower Committee. Paige also serves as facilitator of the Women’s Small
Group that meets every Tuesday in the Bride’s Room. She is a Financial
Consultant with The Flowers-Bradley Group at Truist Investment Services.
She and Robert have three children, Elizabeth, Robert W., and Georgia Blue.
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Fight the Good Fight

DUKE STREET LM

John Samuel Bewley Monsell, 1863; alt.
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1. Fight the good fight with all thy might; Christ is  thy
2. Run the straightrace  through God’s good grace, Lift up thine
3, Cast care a - side, lean on thy guide; God’s bound-less
4. Faint not nor fear, God’s arms are near; God chang-eth
| " PR
b0 & [P Cta =
i - % 1 | I : 2 :\-I { : % ] 437 1. ‘1
[ I ) i ' I ! ' f
Q ﬁu ! t T n I T Adl
ﬂ‘_H\‘.j’ — : . = = E ‘l i T lF =
strength and Christ thy right; Lay hold on life, and
eyes, and seek Christ’s face; Life with its way be -
mer - Cy wiil pro - vide; Trust, and thy  trust - ing
not, and thou  art dear; On - ly be - lieve, and
o J'\% & - | ‘J—F\J
'}: ;% ”] I ] - | ; F J r’,
bl i LW ] 1 1 Il
' I I r ' '
O8 | 1 | | .
¥ JTIJ. || l 3 ] P 1 1
U L | 7 dl ". 1 = i }
o p 2 8 = “——r_p’—r—L £ oo
. . \—_—'
it shall be Thy joy and crown e - ter - nal - ly.
fore us lies, Christ is the path, and Christ the  prize.
soul  shall prove Christ is its  life, and Christ its love.
thou  shait see  That Christ is all in all to thee.
= o Pl _J
= B '_1_-:':’:’_ | 2 8
S e e e I T T o— !
S’




408 Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life

GERMANY IM
Attr. Ludwig van Beethoven {1770-1827)

Frank Mason North, 1905; alt. Gardiner’s Sacred Melodies, 1815
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5. O Master, from the mountainside, 6. Till all the world shall learn Thy love,
Make haste to heal these hearts of pain; And follow where Thy feet have trod;
Among these restless throngs abide, Till glorious from Thy heaven above

O tread the city’s streets again; Shall come the city of our God.
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