
January 7, 2024
8:45 and 11:00 a.m.
Epiphany Sunday

Welcome to all who are 
worshipping with us. As 
we enter a holy space this 
morning, please silence 
your cell phone.

Please sign and pass the 
Fellowship Pad, making 
note of new and old friends, 
check in on Facebook, and 
follow us on Instagram 
(firstpresathensga).

The first three stanzas 
of As with Gladness 
Men of Old use an as/
so structure to draw 
parallels between the 
coming of the Magi 
and our spiritual lives, 
summed up in the 
prayer of the fourth 
stanza.

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD

  Greeting 		                                                       Psalm 118:24
	 This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!

  Prelude              Prelude on the Introit for Epiphany        Maurice Duruflé

  Words of Welcome and Concerns of the Church

  *Song of Gathering                                              Hymn 470, Stanza 1
	 O day of radiant gladness, O day of joy and light, 
	 O balm of care and sadness, most beautiful, most bright;
	  this day the high and lowly, through ages joined in tune, 
	 sing “Holy, holy, holy” to the great God triune.

  Call to Worship                                                                 
	 God said, “Let there be light,”
	 and there was light.
	 God’s speech
	 is God’s action. 
	 When God creates,
	 the creation is good. 
	 God our maker has done it again.
	 God has brought us to a new dawn. Let us worship God!

*Hymn 63                  As with Gladness Men of Old                                    DIX 

*Call to Confession

*Prayer of Confession
	 Gracious God, we give thanks that in baptism you give us new 	
	 birth, for baptismal water marks the beginning of life for those 	
	 who follow Jesus Christ. Inspire us to hear the good news declared
 	 at Jesus’ baptism, to heed your voice from heaven proclaiming 	
	 that Jesus is your beloved, and to believe that with Christ you are
	 pleased. Teach us to remember our baptism and receive the Holy
 	 Spirit again and again. Though we cannot earn your pleasure, we 	
	 desire your grace. Speak to us words of mercy and guide us with
 	 your love, that our lives might declare your glory in action, 	
	 word, and deed. In the name of Jesus, we pray. Amen.

*Silent Prayer
	 Lord, have mercy. Amen.

*Assurance of Pardon

In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is 
to create a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 

rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!

*Those who are able may stand.



*Congregational Response         Alleluia                        Jacques Berthier

*The Peace
	 Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 
	 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
	 And also with you.

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

  Congregational Prayer for Illumination               Hymn 327, Stanza 1
	 Of Word of God incarnate, O Wisdom from on high, 
	 O Truth unchanged, unchanging, O Light of our dark sky: 
	 we praise you for the radiance that from the hallowed page, 
	 a lantern to our footsteps, shines on from age to age. 

  First Lesson                 Isaiah 60:1-6, page 676
	 This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

  Second Lesson            Matthew 2:1-12, page 879
	 This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

  Sermon                           Noses to the Ground                        Dr. Ryan Baer

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

*Hymn 411                Arise, Your Light Is Come!                FESTAL SONG 

*Affirmation of Faith                                                 Philippians 2:5-11
	 Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, 
	 did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited,
	 but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, 
	 being born in human likeness. 
	 And being found in human form, he humbled himself 
	 and became obedient to the point of death – 
	 even death on a cross. 
	 Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name
	 that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus 
	 every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and 
	 under the earth, and every tongue should confess 
	 that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

  Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings

  8:45 Offertory         We Three Kings of Orient Are              Alec Wyton

  11:00 Offertory      Three Kings from Persian Lands            Gustav Holst
	  In Bethlehem, that noble place, of Virgin Mary, full of grace, 
	 within a stable all forlorn, the Savior of the world is born. 
	 Be we merry in this feast, in which the Savior Christ is born. 
	 Three kings from Persian lands afar, following the distant star: 
	 and this the quest of the travelers three, where the new-born King may be. 
	 Be we merry in this feast in which the Savior Christ is born. 
	 The star shines out with steadfast ray; the kings to Bethlehem make their way, 
	 and there in worship, they bend the knee, unto the child they’d come to see.
	 Be we merry in this feast in which the Savior Christ is born. 
	 The star of mercy the star of grace, shall lead thy heart to its resting place: (cont.)2

At “The Peace,” worship-
ers are invited to greet each 
other by saying, “The 
peace of Christ be with 
you,” and responding, 
“And also with you.”

Children are invited to 
remain in the Sanctuary 
on Communion Sundays.

8:45 a.m. Lay Reader: 
Karen Burg
11:00 a.m. Lay Reader: 
Lisa Oelke

Echoing imagery from 
Isaiah 61 and other pas-
sages, Arise, Your Light 
Is Come! was created as 
an inclusive-language 
alternative to an older 
hymn. Because it is a 
song of encouragement 
rather than a song of 
praise, it is not directed 
to God but to people.

Scholars debate whether 
this powerfully poetic 
text is an early Christian 
hymn which Paul is 
quoting or his own 
composition. It is one 
of the best-known and 
most influential passages 
in the Pauline corpus.

You may mail your check, 
set up an automatic gift 
through your bank, or 
donate online using this 
QR code or at 
firstpresathens.org/
giving. Thank you for 
your generosity.



The musical setting of 
the communion liturgy 
is based on the hymn 
tune Picardy, arranged by 
Kimberly Bracken Long.
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	 gold, incense, myrrh thou cannot bring, so give thy heart unto the King! 
	 Be we merry in this feast, in which the Savior Christ is born.

	 *Doxology                                                                         Hymn 592
		  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
		  praise him, all creatures here below; 
		  praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
		  praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

	 *Prayer of Dedication

  Sacrament of Holy Communion

	   Invitation to the Lord’s Table

	 Great Thanksgiving  
		  The Lord be with you.
		  And also with you.
		  Lift up your hearts.
		  We lift them to the Lord.
		  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
					     It is right to give our thanks and praise....

	 Sanctus                                                          

	 Memorial Acclamation

	 Great Amen
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 	 The Lord’s Prayer                                                              Hymnal, p. 16
	 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 	
	 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
	 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
	 as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 	
	 but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 	
	 power and the glory, forever. Amen.

  	 Breaking of the Bread and Giving of the Cup

    	 Communion of the People 

	 Prayer after Communion

SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD
*Hymn 68         What Star Is This, with Beams So Bright                      

(Stanzas 1-3)         PUER NOBIS NASCITUR

*Thanksgiving for the Faithful Service of The Reverend Leigh Bonner
  (11:00)
	 Leigh was clothed with Christ in baptism and called by God through the
	 voice of the church to give particular service as Interim Associate Pastor.
	 We remember with joy our common calling to serve Christ 	
	 and celebrate God’s call to all who minister among us.
	 She has served this congregation with energy, intelligence, imagination,
	 and love, and together we reaffirm our commitment to our Lord and 
	 Savior Jesus Christ.

*Charge and Benediction

*Congregational Response                                       Hymn 68, stanza 4
	 To God the Father, God the Son, and Holy Spirit, three in one,
	 may every tongue and nation raise an endless song of thankful praise.

  Postlude                              In You Is Gladness         Johann Sebastian Bach

Texts and music for hymns and 
sung responses reprinted under 
OneLicense.net #A-714861

A special word of welcome to our guests: thank you for joining us for worship this morning. 
Please fill out the Fellowship Pad so that we may be in touch. We are delighted you are here and 
look forward to seeing you again.

Nursery Play for children 4 years old and younger is available from 8:30 a.m. to 12:15 
p.m., are located in our Children’s Playroom area next to the Children’s Ministry Suite and are 
accessible down the stairs in the Atrium and through the glass door.

Children’s Church is an important developmental time for children, but there are times when 
children remaining in worship, watching and learning from their parents, is even more valuable. 
Children are invited to remain in the sanctuary on Communion Sundays.

Reception for Rev. Bonner

Please join us in Fellowship Hall today, January 7, after the 11:00 a.m. service for a reception 
in honor of Rev. Leigh Bonner. Expressions of gratitude can be mailed at 2876 Eastwood Dr, 
Decatur, GA 30032.

2024-25 Weekday School

First Pres Weekday School registration for Fall 2024 begins for in-house students on Tuesday, January 
16. On Friday, January 19 at noon, community registration begins. Our Weekday School is a half day 
church preschool serving 3 months through 5 years. Questions? Call our director, Elaine Johnson, at 
(706) 206-8180 or e-mail elaine@firstpresathens.org.



WORSHIP LEADERS
Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor
The Rev. Leigh Bonner, Interim Associate Pastor
Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist

Lay Reader
  8:45 a.m. Karen Burg

11:00 a.m. Lisa Oelke

USHERS
  8:45 a.m. John Simpson (head), Terry Nestor

11:00 a.m. Jimbo LaBoon III (head), 
                     Lisa Oelke, Keith Oelke

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN
Bryan Owens

FLOWERS
The Sanctuary flowers are given to the glory of 
God and in celebration of the fifty-second wedding 
anniversary of Ron and Svea Bogue.

We have a rosebud in honor of the birth of Grier 
William Klopp on December 15, 2023. His 
Parents are Reid  and Grace Stephens Klopp, and 
his grandparents are Mary and Lawton Stephens.

JANUARY FLOWER TEAM
Denise LaBoon (chair),
Carolyn Hally, Susan Landrum, 
Ethelyn Simpson, Isabelle Wallace

SUNDAY MORNING MANAGER
Aiden Dowling

TO AID IN WORSHIP
If you need to leave the sanctuary during the 
service, a live video feed is available in the Atrium 
and on Facebook and YouTube.
Available in the Narthex or from an usher:
• Personal hearing receivers usable
   anywhere in the sanctuary
• Large-print hymnals, Bibles, bulletins, 
   and hymnsheets
• Sermons from the previous six weeks

CONGREGATIONAL CARE
Prayer requests can be submitted to the church 
office, 706-543-4338, by the Prayer Request 
link on our church website (firstpresathens.org) 
or on the prayer cards in the Fellowship Pads.

NOTES ON THE SERVICE

Be a part of the 2024 MLK Day of Service in Athens!
Monday, January 15

What a great way to start off 2024 by joining other members of First Presbyterian and the Athens 
Community by honoring Martin Luther King and helping to make Athens a more beautiful and 
welcoming place to live! You can see more information about volunteer opportunities and register 
at tinyurl.com/FPCMLKDay.

The Athens MLK Day of Service is an annual celebration in support of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s 
birthday and commitment to service. In 1994, Congress made the Martin Luther King Jr. holiday 
an official day of service. Athens, Georgia is one of the thousands of cities across the United States 
that decided to make this “A Day On and Not a Day Off.”

Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard Called as New Associate Pastor

On Sunday, November 12, 2023, the congregation unanimously approved the recommendation 
of the Associate Pastor Nominating Committee to name Reverend Whitney Booth Lockard as 
our next Associate Pastor. The church thanks the APNC for its outstanding job!

Whitney’s first day in the office will be tomorrow, January 8. Her first Sunday in worship will 
be next Sunday, January 14. We will have a reception following the 11:00 a.m. service. Join us as 
we welcome Whitney, her husband Mark, and their daughter Josie to First Presbyterian Church!

More information about Rev. Booth Lockard her family is available in brochures in the Narthex, 
Atrium, church office, and on the church website.



THIS WEEK

Sunday, January 7 - Communion Sunday, Food Sunday
  8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Services, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
  9:45 a.m.	 Sunday School and Godly Play
12:00 p.m.	 Reception for Rev. Leigh Bonner, Fellowship Hall
  3:30 p.m.	 Cherub Choir Rehearsal, Room 203
  3:30 p.m.	 St. Andrews Choir Rehearsal, Room 202
  4:20 p.m.	 Celebration Singers Choir Rehearsal, Room 202
  5:00 p.m.	 Middle School Youth Group, The PIT
  6:00 p.m.	 Youth Group Dinner, Fellowship Hall
  6:30 p.m.	 High School Youth Group, The PIT

Monday, January 8 
  2:00 p.m.	 Circle Two, Staff Conference Room
  5:30 p.m.	 Handbell Choir Rehearsal, Room 205

Tuesday, January 9 
12:15 p.m.	 Women’s Small Group, Brides Room
  1:00 p.m.	 Staff Meeting, Staff Conference Room

Wednesday, January 10 
  9:15 a.m.	 Circle 7, Presbyterian Village
  6:30 p.m.	 Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Room 202

Thusday, January 11 
  5:00 p.m.	 Administration Commission Meeting, Staff Conference Room

Saturday, January 13 - Monday, January 15 - High School Winter Retreat

Sunday, January 14
  8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Services, The Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard preaching
  9:45 a.m.	 Sunday School and Godly Play
12:00 p.m.	 Reception for Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard, Fellowship Hall
  3:30 p.m.	 Cherub Choir Rehearsal, Room 203
  3:30 p.m.	 St. Andrews Choir Rehearsal, Room 202
  4:20 p.m.	 Celebration Singers Choir Rehearsal, Room 202

LOOKING AHEAD

January 15 - Church Office Closed, MLK Day of Service

January 16 - Weekday School Registration for Fall 2024 Begins



EDUCATION – FAITH FORMATION
SUNDAYS FOR CHILDREN
Director of Children’s Ministries: Natalie Bishop 
Nursery Coordinator: Rita Raines 

Nursery Play, 8:30 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.
Children’s Playroom • Infants – 4 Year Olds
Little ones are invited to Nursery Play during worship 
and Sunday school. Children will enjoy playtime, 
Bible stories, and a light snack with church friends.

Godly Play, 9:45 a.m.-10:45 a.m.
Children’s Ministry Suite • Pre-K – 5th Grade 
Children are invited to Godly Play during the Sunday 
School hour. Godly Play is an innovative way of teaching 
and learning that helps children “discover” who God is 
rather than being “told” who God is. The structure and 
routine of  Godly Play offer children a safe and nurturing 
space to explore, connect, wonder, and worship God.

Children and Worship, 8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
All children are welcome to remain in worship with 
their families every Sunday. Children’s bulletins, Bibles, 
and books are available at the children’s tables located in 
the Narthex and on both sides of the choir loft.

Children’s Church, 11:00 a.m. Worship Service
Children, Pre K – 5th Grade are invited to Children’s 
Church after the passing of The Peace. We will 
continue worshipping together in the Children’s 
Ministry Suite by listening to God’s Word, singing 
to God, praying to God and giving to God.
*No Children’s Church on the first Sunday of the 
month, Communion Sunday. All children are invited 
to remain in the sanctuary on this special Sunday to 
take part in worship and Communion with family.

SUNDAYS FOR YOUTH
Director of Youth Ministries: Kim Ness
Middle School Coordinator: Erin Osborne
The PIT (basement level) • 6th - 12th Grade

Sunday School (9:45 a.m.)
Middle School class is using the Sparkhouse curriculum 
called Echo: The Story. Each class begins with a video, 
then we delve into the Bible. In just 36 weeks, we’ll 
travel from Genesis to Revelation, through stories, 
games and activities!

Youth Group
Sunday night youth group is a fast hour of games, get-
to-know you activities, devotionals and discussion. 
This year our theme is Pieces of Faith. Youth will 
gather in the PIT to talk about different aspects of 
faith and the spiritual practices we need to help our 
faith grow stronger.
Middle School meets 5:00 – 6:00 p.m.
High School meets 6:30 – 8:00 p.m. 

Combined Youth Dinner (6:00 p.m.)
Between MS and HS youth groups, everyone will 
gather in Fellowship Hall for a shared meal. If you’d 
like to help provide a meal for our youth, please email 
Kim at kness@firstpresathens.org.

For more information about youth ministry at FPC, visit 
www.fpcathenspit.com.

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ADULTS
9:45-10:40 a.m.

IN PERSON
Builders • Room 301
This class is an invitation for parents of children and 
youth to come join for a time of fellowship and support. 
Coordinator: Dr. Ryan Baer (ryan@firstpresathens.org)

HYBRID (in person and over Zoom)
Del Dunn Sunday School Class • Room 308
An in-depth study and discussion of scripture, offering 
a collegial environment and welcoming all who seek 
to enrich their understanding of the Bible and its 
application to our daily lives.
Coordinator: Susan Landrum (slandrum@uga.edu)
Zoom ID: 380 330 5940, PW: 245449

New Voices • Room 310
This class explores theological and church issues. 
Class leaders engage participants by inviting them 
to share their stories and perspectives on the topics 
being discussed.
Led by: Lewis Hudgins (lewisahudgins@gmail.com)
Zoom ID: 674 533 8902

Wayne F. Middendorf Men’s Bible Class  
Bride’s Room, Tinsley Stern
Open and honest discussion in a nonjudgmental 
atmosphere about various aspects of Christianity.
Contacts: Ian Hardin (ianhardin1@gmail.com), Jim 
Scanlon (jjtscanlon@yahoo.com)
Zoom ID: 883 5159 0923









FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SESSION

Ryan Baer, Moderator      Pat Waldrip, Clerk of Session

	 Class of 2023	    Class of 2024	 Class of 2025
	 Sarah Bryan 	    Shannon Brooks 	 Lindsay Griffeth
	 Judy Burch 	    Phyllis Crowell 	 Angela Hunt
	 Kent Burel 	    Kemp Gaskill 	 Dan Nadenicek
	 Rod Canfield 	    Denise Horton 	 Karen Phillips
	 Melinda DeMaria 	    Paul Lee 	 Ethelyn Simpson
	 Jim Dove 	    Sharon Logan Neff	 Jeffrey Trapnell
	 Mark Hopkins 	    Bruce Middendorf 	 Pat Tritt
	 Matt Jones 	    Randy Riner 	 John Turner
	 Keith Oelke 	    Chuck Toney 	 Pat Waldrip

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF

             Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor (ryan@firstpresathens.org)
             The Rev. Leigh Bonner, Interim Associate Pastor (lbonner@firstpresathens.org)
             The Rev. Margaret Davis, Parish Associate (margaret@firstpresathens.org)
             Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist (jcoble@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Kim Ness, Director of Youth Ministries (kness@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministries (natalie@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Elaine Johnson, Director of Weekday School (elaine@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Lucy Bell Johnson, Office Administrator (lbell@firstpresathens.org)
             Mr. Paulo Santos, Director of Communications (paulo@firstpresathens.org)
             Ms. Jennifer Adams, Church Accountant (jadams@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Marcy Fabris, Weekday School Administrative Assistant (wds@firstpresathens.org)
             Ms. Rita Raines, Nursery Coordinator
             Mrs. Charlotte Chromiak, Children’s Music Assistant (charlotteposs@gmail.com)
             Mrs. Madeline Van Dyck, Parish Nurse 
             Mr. Wayne Brock, Sexton




