
December 31, 2023
10:00 a.m.

First Sunday of Christmas

Please sign and pass the 
Fellowship Pad, making 
note of new and old friends, 
check in on Facebook, and 
follow us on Instagram 
(firstpresathensga).

Another Year Is Dawning 
was written in 1874 
for ornamental leaflets 
and cards published in 
1875. It is sung to the 
tune Aurelia (meaning 
“golden”), composed 
by Samuel S. Wesley.

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD

Welcome to all who are worshipping with us. As we enter a holy space this morning, please 
silence your cell phone.

  Greeting 		                                                       Psalm 118:24
	 This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!

  Prelude                                Noël Ecossais                Alexandre Guilmant

  Words of Welcome

  Congregational Response                                    Hymn 28, stanza 2
	 Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart, and soul, and 	
	 voice; now ye hear of endless bliss: Jesus Christ was born for 	
	 this! He hath opened heaven’s door, and we are blest forever 	
	 more. Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this!

  Call to Worship                                             based on Isaiah 61:10-62:3
	 Come, greatly rejoice in the Lord!
	 Our whole being shall exult in God; for God has clothed us 	
	 with the garments of salvation!
	 God has covered us with the robe of righteousness.  
	 The Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to spring 	
	 up before all the nations.
	 The nations shall see God’s vindication, and all the kings God’s glory;
	 and we shall be called by a new name that the mouth of God 	
	 will give.
	 We shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord, and a royal 	
	 diadem in the hand of your God.

*Hymn insert              Another Year Is Dawning                            AURELIA

*Call to Confession

*Prayer of Confession
	 God of newness and renewal, we confess that we are not good at
	 transitions. We would like to think that we can handle the world-
	 shaking transition of Jesus’s birth, but instead we try to tame the 
	 Christ-child. We sing the Song of Zechariah about promises 
	 fulfilled. But we hesitate to sing the Song of Mary, about the 	
	 mighty being cast from their thrones and the rich being sent 	
	 away empty. We sing the Song of Simeon about being dismissed 
	 in peace. But we ignore his prophecy that Jesus will be (cont.)

In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is 
to create a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 

rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!

*Those who are able may stand.



	 opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed. 	
	 Reveal our inner thoughts, and hold them to the Light of the 	
	 World, that we might be ready to welcome the radical claims of 	
	 the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

*Silent Prayer
	 Lord, have mercy. Amen.

*Assurance of Pardon

*Congregational Response                                    Hymn 28, stanza 3
	 Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart, and soul, and voice;
	 now ye need not fear the grave; Jesus Christ was born to save! 	
	 Calls you one and calls you all to gain the everlasting hall. 	
	 Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save!

*The Peace
	 Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 
	 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
	 And also with you.

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

  Congregational Prayer for Illumination                 Hymn 68, stanza 3
	 O Jesus, while the star of grace impels us on to seek your face,
	 let not our slothful hearts refuse the guidance of your light to use.

  First Lesson                    Psalm 148, page 571

  Anthem                             A New Year Carol             Benjamin Britten
	 Here we bring new water from the well so clear, 
	 for to worship God with, this happy New Year. 
	 Sing levy dew, sing levy dew, the water and the wine; 
	 the seven bright gold wires and the bugles that do shine. 
	 Sing reign of Fair Maid, with gold upon her toe, 
	 open you the West Door and turn the Old Year go. 
	 Sing levy dew, sing levy dew, the water and the wine; 
	 The seven bright gold wires and the bugles that do shine. 
	 Sing reign of Fair Maid, with gold upon her chin, 
	 open you the East Door, and let the New Year in. 
	 Sing levy dew, sing levy dew, the water and the wine; 
	 The seven bright gold wires and the bugles that do shine.

  Second Lesson             Luke 2:21-40, page 935
	 This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

  Sermon                          Singers and Songwriters    The Rev. Leigh Bonner

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

*Hymn insert        Mary and Joseph Came to the Temple          BUNESSAN

*Affirmation of Faith                            from A Brief Statement of Faith
	 We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. Jesus proclaimed 
	 the reign of God: preaching good news to the poor and release to 
	 the captives, teaching by word and deed and blessing the children,
 	 healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, eating with 	
	 outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and believe 	
	 the gospel.

	 We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba, Father. In sovereign
	 love God created the world good and makes everyone (cont.)
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At “The Peace,” worshipers 
are invited to greet each 
other by saying, “The 
peace of Christ be with 
you,” and responding, 
“And also with you.”

The text of the anthem 
has had different inter-
pretations, including 
a tradition of children 
collecting fresh water 
from a well on New 
Year’s Day to sprinkle 
on people as a blessing 
as they sang the carol. 
The words “levy dew” 
may come from a 
Welsh phrase meaning 
“a cry to God,” or in 
French, “raise to God.”

Mary and Joseph Came to 
the Temple retells the story 
in Luke 2: 22-39, usually 
called the Presentation 
of Christ in the Temple, 
which took place forty 
days after his birth. Mary, 
Joseph, and the Christ-
child encountered there 
two devout people, 
Anna and Simeon, who 
identified the baby as the 
promised Messiah.



You may mail your check, 
set up an automatic gift 
through your bank, or 
donate online using this 
QR code or at 
firstpresathens.org/
giving. Thank you for 
your generosity.

Texts and music for hymns and 
sung responses reprinted under 
OneLicense.net #A-714861
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	 equally in God’s image, of every race and people, to live as one 
	 community. Like a mother who will not forsake her nursing child, 
	 like a father who runs to welcome the prodigal home, God is 
	 faithful still. 

	 We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer 
	 of life. In a broken and fearful world, the Spirit gives us courage to 
	 pray without ceasing, to witness among all peoples to Christ as 
	 Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, to 
	 hear the voices of peoples long silenced, and to work with others 
	 for justice, freedom, and peace.

	 In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve
	 Christ in our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as
	 we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come,
	 Lord Jesus!”

  Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer                    
	 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 	
	 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
	 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
	 as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,	
	 but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 	
	 power and the glory, forever. Amen.

  Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings

  Offertory                                   In dulci jubilo        Johann Sebastian Bach

	 *Doxology                                                                         Hymn 592
		  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
		  praise him, all creatures here below; 
		  praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
		  praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

	 *Prayer of Dedication

SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD

*Hymn 603                                Song of Simeon                        LAND OF REST

*Charge and Benediction

*Congregational Response                                        Hymn 23, refrain
	 Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo.

  Postlude                                     Swiss Noël            Louis-Claude Daquin

A special word of welcome to our guests: thank you for joining us for worship this morning. 
Please fill out the Fellowship Pad so that we may be in touch. We are delighted you are here and 
look forward to seeing you again.

Reception for Rev. Bonner

Please join us in Fellowship Hall next Sunday, January 7, after the 11:00 a.m. service for a 
reception in honor of Rev. Leigh Bonner. Expressions of gratitude can be mailed at 2876 Eastwood 
Dr, Decatur, GA 30032.
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Holidays@First - Outreach and Volunteering Opportunities
Holiday Benevolence Market – choose meaningful and symbolic gifts on the shopping lists 
of 30+ non-profit mission partners by today, December 31. You can find printed lists in the 
Atrium, church office, or online at tinyurl.com/HBMkt2023.

Holiday Meals on Wheels – help cover the cost of one or more meals on Thanksgiving, 
Christmas, or New Year’s Day by making a financial contribution* by today, December 31.

* For financial contributions make your check to First Presbyterian Church and note cause in memo line, or 
give online at FirstPresAthens.org/giving and select appropriate fund in drop-down menu.

NOTES ON THE SERVICE
WORSHIP LEADERS
Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor
The Rev. Leigh Bonner, Interim Associate Pastor
Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist

USHERS
John Simpson (head), Jimbo LaBoon III

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN
Bryan Owens

SUNDAY MORNING MANAGER
Aiden Dowling

DECEMBER FLOWER TEAM
Greta Covington and Susan Ferguson (co-chairs),
Susan Barrett, Susan Banister, Patty Brantley, 
Shannon Ferguson, Wanda Neislar,
Terry Nestor, Page Pate, Jennifer Poole,
Jennifer Trapnell, Isabelle Wallace

FLOWERS
The Sanctuary flowers are given to the glory of God.

TO AID IN WORSHIP
If you need to leave the sanctuary during the 
service, a live video feed is available in the Atrium 
and online on Facebook and YouTube.
Available in the Narthex or from an usher:
• Personal hearing receivers usable
   anywhere in the sanctuary
• Large-print hymnals, Bibles, bulletins, 
   and hymnsheets
• Sermons from the previous six weeks

CONGREGATIONAL CARE
Prayer requests can be submitted to the church 
office, 706-543-4338, by the Prayer Request 
link on our church website (firstpresathens.org) 
or on the prayer cards in the Fellowship Pads.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
FOOD SUNDAY, JANUARY 7
You may bring donations of cold breakfast 
cereals, dry pasta, snack foods (granola 
bars, snack crackers, chips, cookies, etc) 
to church next Sunday, January 7. You may 
also bring food to church office until Friday, 
January 5. Thanks for your donations in 
December - our neighbors in need are grateful!

2024-25 WEEKDAY SCHOOL
First Pres Weekday School registration for Fall 2024 
begins for in-house students on Tuesday, January 
16. On Friday, January 19 at noon, community 
registration begins. Our Weekday School is a half day 
church preschool serving 3 months through 5 years. 
Questions? Call our director, Elaine Johnson, at 
(706) 206-8180 or e-mail elaine@firstpresathens.org.



THIS WEEK

Sunday, December 31
10:00 a.m.      Service, The Rev. Leigh Bonner preaching 

Monday, January 1 - New Year’s Day, Church Office Closed

Tuesday, January 2 
  2:00 p.m.	 Circle 3/4
  7:00 p.m.	 Circle 6, Home of Ann Dunn

Wednesday, January 3 
12:00 p.m.	 Our Daily Bread Lunch, First Baptist Church
  1:00 p.m.	 Staff Meeting, Staff Conference Room

Thursday, January 4
  2:00 p.m.	 Presbyterian Women Meeting, Staff Conference Room
  5:30 p.m.	 Weekday School Committee Meeting, Staff Conference Room

Sunday, January 7 - Communion Sunday, Food Sunday
  8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Services, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
  9:45 a.m.	 Sunday School and Godly Play
12:00 p.m.	 Reception for Rev. Leigh Bonner, Fellowship Hall
  3:30 p.m.	 Cherub Choir Rehearsal, Room 203
  3:30 p.m.	 St. Andrews Choir Rehearsal, Room 202
  4:20 p.m.	 Celebration Singers Choir Rehearsal, Room 202
  5:00 p.m.	 Middle School Youth Group, The PIT
  6:00 p.m.	 Youth Group Dinner, Fellowship Hall
  6:30 p.m.	 High School Youth Group, The PIT

LOOKING AHEAD

January 13-15 - High School Winter Retreat

January 14 - Worship Service at 8:45 and 11:00 a.m., The Rev. Whitney Booth Lockard preaching

January 15 - MLK Day of Service

January 16 - Weekday School Registration for Fall 2023 Begins

Stephen Ministry

The joy of Christmas can turn into a time of painful loneliness and emptiness for those who have 
suffered a loss or who are going through a difficult time. But help is available. First Presbyterian 
Stephen Ministers are ready to provide confidential, one-to-one Christian care. They will listen, 
care, encourage, pray with and for you, and support you through the holidays and as long as your 
need persists. If you or someone you know is hurting, find out more about Stephen Ministry by 
talking with one of our Stephen Leaders:

Susan Boatwright, boatwrightsusan@gmail.com, 706-255-2250 
Margaret Davis: margaret@firstpresathens.org, 706-206-9896
Becky Hartman,hartmanbecky494@gmail.com, 706-254-4504 
Lisa Oelke: lisakoelke@gmail.com, 706-540-4251

Our Stephen Ministers are here to care!







FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SESSION

Ryan Baer, Moderator      Pat Waldrip, Clerk of Session

	 Class of 2023	    Class of 2024	 Class of 2025
	 Sarah Bryan 	    Shannon Brooks 	 Lindsay Griffeth
	 Judy Burch 	    Phyllis Crowell 	 Angela Hunt
	 Kent Burel 	    Kemp Gaskill 	 Dan Nadenicek
	 Rod Canfield 	    Denise Horton 	 Karen Phillips
	 Melinda DeMaria 	    Paul Lee 	 Ethelyn Simpson
	 Jim Dove 	    Sharon Logan Neff	 Jeffrey Trapnell
	 Mark Hopkins 	    Bruce Middendorf 	 Pat Tritt
	 Matt Jones 	    Randy Riner 	 John Turner
	 Keith Oelke 	    Chuck Toney 	 Pat Waldrip

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF

             Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor (ryan@firstpresathens.org)
             The Rev. Leigh Bonner, Interim Associate Pastor (lbonner@firstpresathens.org)
             The Rev. Margaret Davis, Parish Associate (margaret@firstpresathens.org)
             Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist (jcoble@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Kim Ness, Director of Youth Ministries (kness@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministries (natalie@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Elaine Johnson, Director of Weekday School (elaine@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Lucy Bell Johnson, Office Administrator (lbell@firstpresathens.org)
             Mr. Paulo Santos, Director of Communications (paulo@firstpresathens.org)
             Ms. Jennifer Adams, Church Accountant (jadams@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Marcy Fabris, Weekday School Administrative Assistant (wds@firstpresathens.org)
             Ms. Rita Raines, Nursery Coordinator
             Mrs. Charlotte Chromiak, Children’s Music Assistant (charlotteposs@gmail.com)
             Mrs. Madeline Van Dyck, Parish Nurse 
             Mr. Wayne Brock, Sexton


