
December 17, 2023
8:45 and 11:00 a.m.

Third Sunday of Advent

Please sign and pass the 
Fellowship Pad, making 
note of new and old friends, 
check in on Facebook, and 
follow us on Instagram 
(firstpresathensga).

The lighting of the Advent 
wreath will be done by The 
McArthur family at 8:45 
a.m. and by Martha 
Clay at 11:00 a.m.

In the ancient world, 
people lit fires to mark 
the turning of the light 
into winter’s season and 
to pray for the return of 
the light. To us, these 
candles are signs of the
growing light of Christ 
who is coming again 
in all fullness into the 
darkness of our world. 
We watch and wait for 
Christ’s coming into the 
darkness of our world, 
lighting candles of hope, 
peace, joy, and love, and 
remembering the prom-
ises of God with prayer.

On Jordan’s Bank the 
Baptist’s Cry shows how 
once-unconnected parts 
can work together. The 
text about John the 
Baptist was written in 
Latin in the 18th century 
and translated into 
English in the 19th 
century. Similarly, the 
17th-century melody 
was adapted to its present 
form in the 19th century.

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD

Welcome to all who are worshipping with us. As we enter a holy space this morning, please 
silence your cell phone.

  Greeting 		                                                       Psalm 118:24
	 This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!

  Prelude                                  Huron Carol             Catherine McMichael
Joy to the World        Martha Lynn Thompson

  Words of Welcome

  Moment for Mission       Christmas Joy Offering     Karen Burg (8:45 a.m.)
Mark Hopkins (11:00 a.m.)

  Lighting of the Advent Wreath

  Congregational Response                                      VENI EMMANUEL
	 O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer our spirits by thine
	 advent here; disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s 	
	 dark shadows put to flight. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall 	
	 come to thee, O Israel.

  Call to Worship                                                    
	 We await the coming of Christ.
	 We will make our hearts holy temples to receive him.
	 We await the coming of Christ.
	 With rejoicing, we wait.

*Hymn 10            On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry    WINCHESTER NEW

*Call to Confession

*Prayer of Confession
	 Great God, when John the Baptist identified with Jesus, many 	
	 regarded his testimony as insignificant. Yet he continued to 	
	 witness to the light. When we feel unimportant to society, remind
 	 us that you have called us to fulfill the mission of Jesus. You have 
	 asked us to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the 	
	 brokenhearted, and to proclaim liberty to the captives and release 
	 to the prisoners. Help us to love justice, rejoice, and witness, 	
	 that righteousness and praise might spring up. Amen.

In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is 
to create a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 

rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!

*Those who are able may stand.



*Silent Prayer
	 Lord, have mercy. Amen.

*Assurance of Pardon

*Congregational Response                                        Hymn 3, stanza 1
	 Comfort, comfort you my people, tell of peace, thus says our God;
	 comfort those who sit in darkness bowed beneath oppression’s load.
	 Speak you to Jerusalem of the peace that waits for them; 
	 tell them that their sins I cover, and their warfare now is over.

*The Peace
	 Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 
	 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
	 And also with you.

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

  Congregational Prayer for Illumination       PUER NOBIS NASCITUR

	 Come, thou Redeemer of the earth, and manifest thy virgin birth.
	 Let every age adoring fall: such birth befits the God of all.

  First Lesson                  Mark 1:1-4, page 912

  11:00 Anthem                  People, Look East                        French carol
	 People, look east. The time is near of the crowning of the year. 
	 Make your house fair as you are able, trim the hearth and set the table. 
	 People, look east and sing today: Love the guest if on the way. 
	 Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, one more seed is planted there: 
	 give up your strength the seed to nourish, that in course the flower may flourish.
	 People, look east and sing today: Love the rose is on the way. 
	 Stars, keep the watch. While night is dim one more light bowl shall brim, 
	 shining beyond the frosty weather, bright as sun and moon together. 
	 People, look east and sing today: Love the star is one the way. 
	 Angels, announce with shouts of mirth Christ who brings new life to earth. 
	 Set every peak and valley humming with the word, the Lord is coming. 
	 People, look east and sing today: Love the Lord is on the way.

  Second Lesson            Isaiah 40:1-11, page 653
	 This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

  Sermon                                On the Way                         Dr. Ryan Baer

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

*Hymn 3                   Comfort, Comfort You My People                  PSALM 42

*Affirmation of Faith                                                 Philippians 2:5-11
	 Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, 
	 did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited,
	 but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, 
	 being born in human likeness. 
	 And being found in human form, he humbled himself 
	 and became obedient to the point of death – 
	 even death on a cross. 
	 Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name
	 that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus 
	 every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and 
	 under the earth, and every tongue should confess 
	 that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

2

At “The Peace,” worshipers 
are invited to greet each 
other by saying, “The 
peace of Christ be with 
you,” and responding, 
“And also with you.”

11:00 Lay Reader: 
Anne Marie Miller

The anthem text was 
written to provide a 
new Advent text for 
an existing carol tune, 
named for Besaçon, the 
city in eastern France 
where it originated. 
The author expressed 
the cosmic implications 
of Christ’s coming by 
addressing each stanza 
to part of the creation.

Comfort, Comfort You My 
People is a 17th-century 
paraphrase of Isaiah 40, 
translated as part of the 
19th-century British 
interest in German reli-
gious poetry. It is set to 
one of the most popular 
Genevan Psalter tunes, 
probably derived from a 
French folksong.

Scholars debate whether 
this powerfully poetic 
text is an early Christian 
hymn which Paul is 
quoting or his own 
composition. It is one 
of the best-known and 
most influential passages 
in the Pauline corpus.



You may mail your check, 
set up an automatic gift 
through your bank, or 
donate online using this 
QR code or at 
firstpresathens.org/
giving. Thank you for 
your generosity.

Texts and music for hymns and 
sung responses reprinted under 
OneLicense.net #A-714861
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  Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer                    
	 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 	
	 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
	 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
	 as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,	
	 but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 	
	 power and the glory, forever. Amen.

  Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings

  Offertory                  Comfort, Comfort You My People              Paul Manz

	 *Doxology                                                                         Hymn 592
		  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
		  praise him, all creatures here below; 
		  praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
		  praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

	 *Prayer of Dedication

SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD

*Hymn 13                    Prepare the Way        BEREDEN VÄG FÖR HERRAN

*Charge and Benediction

*Congregational Response                           VENI EMMANUEL, refrain
	 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!

  Postlude                   Toccata on “Veni Emmanuel”      Adolphus Hailstork

A special word of welcome to our guests: thank you for joining us for worship this morning. 
Please fill out the Fellowship Pad so that we may be in touch. We are delighted you are here and 
look forward to seeing you again.

Nurseries for children 4 years old and younger, available from 8:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m., are 
located next to the Children’s Ministry Suite and are accessible down the stairs in the Atrium 
and through the glass door.

Children, Pre K – 5th Grade, are invited to a Very Merry Children’s Church this morning 
during the 11:00 a.m. worship service. Please bring your children to the Children’s Ministry Suite 
BEFORE 11:00 a.m. worship service begins. To get to the Children’s Ministry Suite, take the 
Atrium stairs and then walk across the Courtyard to the CM Suite double doors.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING
Today we will have the opportunity to join with 
congregations from around the United States and 
give to our annual Christmas Joy Offering which 
will help support past, present, and future leaders 
in the Presbyterian Church. Please give generously.

OFFERING ENVELOPES
If you would like to have offering envelopes 
for 2024, please e-mail Lacy Mims Lian at 
frontdesk@firstpresathens.org or call the 
church office at 706-543-4338 by tomorrow, 
December 18.

Service of the Longest Night
Thursday, December 21, 7:00 p.m.

Join us for the Service of the Longest Night. The service takes its name from the fact that in the 
Northern Hemisphere in December, there are more hours of darkness than light, and this service 
acknowledges that many in our community do not find this to be “the most wonderful time of the 
year.” We will pray with and for those in our community who may be hurting and grieving, while 
remembering that the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
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Holidays@First - Outreach and Volunteering Opportunities
Holiday Benevolence Market – choose meaningful and symbolic gifts on the shopping lists 
of 30+ non-profit mission partners by December 31. You can find printed lists in the Atrium, 
church office, or online at tinyurl.com/HBMkt2023.

Holiday Meals on Wheels – help cover the cost of one or more meals on Thanksgiving, 
Christmas, or New Year’s Day by making a financial contribution* by December 31. If you 
are interested in delivering meals, please contact Kitty Donnan at kittydavedonnan@gmail.com.

* For financial contributions make your check to First Presbyterian Church and note cause in memo line, or 
give online at FirstPresAthens.org/giving and select appropriate fund in drop-down menu.

A very special invitation to join us on Christmas Eve:
Sunday, December 24

Morning of Wonder, 10:00 a.m. Worship Service

Candlelight Services, 6:00 & 8:00 p.m. (prelude will begin 30 minutes before)

We will receive an offering to support Athens Nurses Clinic.

Please note that all children are invited to take part in worship on Christmas Eve. 
We will not have additional childcare during the Christmas Eve services. 

Childcare (Nursery Play) for our littles ones will resume on Sunday, January 7.

NOTES ON THE SERVICE
WORSHIP LEADERS
Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor
The Rev. Leigh Bonner, Interim Associate Pastor
Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist

Lay Reader
11:00 a.m. Anne Marie Miller

USHERS
  8:45 a.m. John Simpson (head), Carl Bergmann

11:00 a.m. Jimbo LaBoon III (head), John Turner

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN
Bryan Owens

DECEMBER FLOWER TEAM
Greta Covington and Susan Ferguson (co-chairs),
Susan Barrett, Susan Banister, Patty Brantley, 
Shannon Ferguson, Wanda Neislar, 
Terry Nestor, Page Pate, Jennifer Poole, 
Jennifer Trapnell, Isabelle Wallace

SUNDAY MORNING MANAGER
Aiden Dowling

FLOWERS
The poinsettias are given to the glory of God.

TO AID IN WORSHIP
If you need to leave the sanctuary during the 
service, a live video feed is available in the Atrium 
and at 10:00 a.m. is on Facebook and YouTube.
Available in the Narthex or from an usher:
• Personal hearing receivers usable
   anywhere in the sanctuary
• Large-print hymnals, Bibles, bulletins, 
   and hymnsheets
• Sermons from the previous six weeks

CONGREGATIONAL CARE
Prayer requests can be submitted to the church 
office, 706-543-4338, by the Prayer Request 
link on our church website (firstpresathens.org) 
or on the prayer cards in the Fellowship Pads.



Poinsettias are placed in the sanctuary
to the glory of God and in memory of:

Ross Leadbetter
Dr. Maureen Heffernan Liberto
Jim Lindsey
Dr. Elizabeth Hulsey Marshall
Evan Andrew Marshall
Nicholas Taylor Marshall
Thomas Allan Marshall
Richard A. Mattocks
Arthur & Andrew McKay
Mary G. Mell
James T. O’Brien
Merritt & Be Oelke
Wim Otemann
Lee James Padgett
Marcia Pierson
Herman F. Quante
Isabelle W. Quante
John Wesley Reed
Michael Warren Reed
Mary Emma Gunn Rogers
Sebastião Soares dos Santos
Cornelia W. Scanlon
Merideth Sheskey
Ely Simpson
Garey Simpson
John and Sissie Simpson
Grace & Bob Stephens
Elinor & John Terrell
Harold & Christine Tighe
Louise & Tom Tillman
Fred and Hellen Wallace
Jane Wallace
Charles & Evelyn Ward
Larry E. Webster
Marian and Max Wendler
Lance Jason Wilder
Carolyn & Sid Wilfong
Genevieve Wilfong
Joseph Avery Wilfong III
Joseph Avery Wilfong, Jr.
Joseph Avery Wilfong, Sr.
Kathleen H. Wilfong
Margaret Gunn Wilson

Kay Avery
Fran Baer
Harold Baer
Dr. and Mrs. Winfield M. Baldwin, Jr.
Robert (Bob) Barrett
Marcus Bergh, Sr.
Mildred Bergh
Liz Brabazon
John and Jule Breland
Olin & Eula Mae Brooks
Hickman Brown
Loree Brown
Rev. W. E. Brown
JeAnne Burg
Jocelyn Bruner
Marian and Ken Carr
Davidson Bryan Cole
Julius Phillip Covington
David Hibbs Donnan
Ann Bryan Downs
Bolling & Mary Neil DuBose
Delmer Delano Dunn
Margaret & Reese Ellison
Edwina & Dick Ferguson
Milo Atticus Finch
Beverly Louise Gragg
Robert R. Gunn
Uly S. Gunn
Flem & Peggy Hall
Lois Hasty
Jerris Hayes
Loretta W. Hayes
Walter and Margaret Jagmin
Allen Johnson
Ann Jones
Everett Jones, Jr.
Kate Jones
Rev. James Renwick Kennedy, Jr.
Pamela Bradley Kleiber
William W. Kidd
Rev. Dorothy H. Kipp
Rev. Dr. John Kipp
Mary & Donald Koehler
Jack & Judy Koetzle



THIS WEEK

Sunday, December 17 - Third Sunday of Advent, Christmas Joy Offering
  8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Services, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
  9:45 a.m.	 Children’s Ministry Very Merry Morning, Children’s Ministry Suite
  5:00 p.m.	 Youth Dinner & Movie, Fellowship Hall

Tuesday, December 19
11:30 a.m.	 Knitting Purls Lunch, The Savannah Room
  1:00 p.m.	 Staff Meeting, Staff Conference Room

Wednesday, December 20
  6:30 p.m.	 Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Room 202

Thursday, December 21 - Service of the Longest Night
  2:00 p.m.	 Mellows, Highland Hills
  5:00 p.m.	 Session Meeting, Moses Waddel Room
  7:00 p.m.	 Service of the Longest Night, Sanctuary

Friday, December 22 - Church Office Closed

Sunday, December 24 - Fourth Sunday of Advent, Christmas Eve Services
10:00 a.m.	 Morning of Wonder Worship Service, Sanctuary
  6:00 and 8:00 p.m., Candlelight Services, Sanctuary

LOOKING AHEAD

December 25 - Meals on Wheels Delivery

December 31 - One Worship Service at 10:00 a.m., The Rev. Leigh Bonner preaching

January 1 - New Year’s Day, Meals on Wheels Delivery

Estimate of Giving Reminder
Thank you to all who submitted an estimate of giving for 2024. We depend on the generosity 
of everyone to support our ministries and missions. If you have not yet made your commitment, 
please do so by December 28 at noon so the Session can plan the 2024 budget. You may mail 
your estimate of giving to the church office, or submit it online at firstpresathens.org/give. If you 
have any questions, please contact Jennifer Adams at jadams@firstpresathens.org.

Poinsettias are placed in the sanctuary
to the glory of God and in honor of:

Katherine S. Camp
Dagny, Adelaide, and Marin Coleman
Rebecca and Robert Coleman
Dr. Charlie Hasty
Brian and Max Miller
The Rev. Leigh Bonner & Adam Graham
The Rev. Leigh Bonner
Family Promise Guests & Volunteers
FPC Clergy & Staff

FPC Elders
FPC Volunteers
Our Daily Bread Guests & Volunteers
Carlton N. Mell
Holly and Jeremiah Shepherd
Noel and Dean Shepherd
Raymond Trapnell
Richard, John, Lucy, Ed, Grace, and Pratt



EDUCATION – FAITH FORMATION
SUNDAYS FOR CHILDREN
Director of Children’s Ministries: Natalie Bishop 
Nursery Coordinator: Rita Raines 

Nursery Play, 8:30 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.
Children’s Playroom • Infants – 4 Year Olds
Little ones are invited to Nursery Play during worship 
and Sunday school. Children will enjoy playtime, 
Bible stories, and a light snack with church friends.

Godly Play, 9:45 a.m.-10:45 a.m.
Children’s Ministry Suite • Pre-K – 5th Grade 
Children are invited to Godly Play during the Sunday 
School hour. Godly Play is an innovative way of teaching 
and learning that helps children “discover” who God is 
rather than being “told” who God is. The structure and 
routine of  Godly Play offer children a safe and nurturing 
space to explore, connect, wonder, and worship God.

Children and Worship, 8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
All children are welcome to remain in worship with 
their families every Sunday. Children’s bulletins, Bibles, 
and books are available at the children’s tables located in 
the Narthex and on both sides of the choir loft.

Children’s Church, 11:00 a.m. Worship Service
Children, Pre K – 5th Grade are invited to Children’s 
Church after the passing of The Peace. We will 
continue worshipping together in the Children’s 
Ministry Suite by listening to God’s Word, singing 
to God, praying to God and giving to God.
*No Children’s Church on the first Sunday of the 
month, Communion Sunday. All children are invited 
to remain in the sanctuary on this special Sunday to 
take part in worship and Communion with family.

SUNDAYS FOR YOUTH
Director of Youth Ministries: Kim Ness
Middle School Coordinator: Erin Osborne
The PIT (basement level) • 6th - 12th Grade

Sunday School (9:45 a.m.)
Middle School class is using the Sparkhouse curriculum 
called Echo: The Story. Each class begins with a video, 
then we delve into the Bible. In just 36 weeks, we’ll 
travel from Genesis to Revelation, through stories, 
games and activities!

Youth Group
Sunday night youth group is a fast hour of games, get-
to-know you activities, devotionals and discussion. 
This year our theme is Pieces of Faith. Youth will 
gather in the PIT to talk about different aspects of 
faith and the spiritual practices we need to help our 
faith grow stronger.
Middle School meets 5:00 – 6:00 p.m.
High School meets 6:30 – 8:00 p.m. 

Combined Youth Dinner (6:00 p.m.)
Between MS and HS youth groups, everyone will 
gather in Fellowship Hall for a shared meal. If you’d 
like to help provide a meal for our youth, please email 
Kim at kness@firstpresathens.org.

For more information about youth ministry at FPC, visit 
www.fpcathenspit.com.

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ADULTS
9:45-10:40 a.m.

IN PERSON
Builders • Room 301
This class is an invitation for parents of children and 
youth to come join for a time of fellowship and support. 
Coordinator: Dr. Ryan Baer (ryan@firstpresathens.org)

HYBRID (in person and over Zoom)
Del Dunn Sunday School Class • Room 308
An in-depth study and discussion of scripture, 
offering a collegial environment and welcoming 
all who seek to enrich their understanding of the 
Bible and its application to our daily lives. This fall, 
we will continue a chapter-by-chapter reading and 
discussion of the Gospel of Matthew.
Coordinator: Susan Landrum (slandrum@uga.edu)
Zoom ID: 875 216 0708, PW: 634175

New Voices • Room 310
This class explores theological and church issues. 
Class leaders engage participants by inviting them 
to share their stories and perspectives on the topics 
being discussed. In November, the class will be 
studying several works of C.S. Lewis.
Led by: Lewis Hudgins (lewisahudgins@gmail.com)
Zoom ID: 674 533 8902

Wayne F. Middendorf Men’s Bible Class  
Bride’s Room, Tinsley Stern
Open and honest discussion in a nonjudgmental at-
mosphere about various aspects of Christianity. This 
fall, we will be watching and discussing the series From 
Jesus to Constantine: A History of Early Christianity by 
UNC-Chapel Hill professor Bart D. Ehrman.
Contacts: Ian Hardin (ianhardin1@gmail.com), Jim 
Scanlon (jjtscanlon@yahoo.com)
Zoom ID: 883 5159 0923









FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SESSION

Ryan Baer, Moderator      Pat Waldrip, Clerk of Session

	 Class of 2023	    Class of 2024	 Class of 2025
	 Sarah Bryan 	    Shannon Brooks 	 Lindsay Griffeth
	 Judy Burch 	    Phyllis Crowell 	 Angela Hunt
	 Kent Burel 	    Kemp Gaskill 	 Dan Nadenicek
	 Rod Canfield 	    Denise Horton 	 Karen Phillips
	 Melinda DeMaria 	    Paul Lee 	 Ethelyn Simpson
	 Jim Dove 	    Sharon Logan Neff	 Jeffrey Trapnell
	 Mark Hopkins 	    Bruce Middendorf 	 Pat Tritt
	 Matt Jones 	    Randy Riner 	 John Turner
	 Keith Oelke 	    Chuck Toney 	 Pat Waldrip

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF

             Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor (ryan@firstpresathens.org)
             The Rev. Leigh Bonner, Interim Associate Pastor (lbonner@firstpresathens.org)
             The Rev. Margaret Davis, Parish Associate (margaret@firstpresathens.org)
             Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist (jcoble@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Kim Ness, Director of Youth Ministries (kness@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministries (natalie@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Elaine Johnson, Director of Weekday School (elaine@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Lucy Bell Johnson, Office Administrator (lbell@firstpresathens.org)
             Mr. Paulo Santos, Director of Communications (paulo@firstpresathens.org)
             Ms. Jennifer Adams, Church Accountant (jadams@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Lacy Mims Lian, Receptionist (frontdesk@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Marcy Fabris, Weekday School Administrative Assistant (wds@firstpresathens.org)
             Ms. Rita Raines, Nursery Coordinator
             Mrs. Charlotte Chromiak, Children’s Music Assistant (charlotteposs@gmail.com)
             Mrs. Madeline Van Dyck, Parish Nurse 
             Mr. Wayne Brock, Sexton


