First|Presbyterian Church/Athens

In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is
to create a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!

October 22, 2023
11:00 a.m.
Twenty-first Sunday After Pentecost

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD

Welcome to all who are worshipping with us. Aswe enter a holy space this morning, please
silence your cell phone.

Greeting Psalm 118:24
This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!

Prelude Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart ~ Michael Burkhardt

Words of Welcome

Moment for Mission Ways to Serve

Song of Gathering PUER NOBIS NASCITUR

Let every voice on earth resound,
and joyful hearts hold God adored;
in gladness may God’s courts abound
with songs of praise unto the Lord.

Call to Worship
Praise God in this holy place!
Praise God with prayer and singing!
Praise God with instruments and voices!
Praise God with all our siblings in Christ!

*Hymn 482

*Call to Confession

Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty ~LOBE DEN HERREN

*Prayer of Confession

God of justice and truth, you ask us to give to you the things
that are yours. If we are honest, we know we hold so much
back. We have promised you our obedience, but we often fulfill
our own desires first. We have promised you our worship, but
we give our attention to idols instead. We have promised to do
your work in the world, but we put it last on the list of priorities.
Have mercy on us and forgive us. Increase our generosity that
we might give freely, grateful for all of the gifts you have given us.

*Silent Prayer
Lord, have mercy. Amen.

*Assurance of Pardon

*Those who are able may stand.

Please sign and pass the
Fellowship Pad, making
note of new and old friends,
check in on Facebook, and
Sfollow us on Instagram
(firstpresathensga).

Praise Ye the Lord, the
Almighty, a 17th-cen-
tury German hymn,
employs many phrases
from the psalms,
especially Psalms 150
and 103. It did not
receive an effective
English translation
until the mid-19th
century, but has
remained popular ever
since, thanks in part to
its stirring tune.



At “The Peace,” worshipers
are invited to greet each
other by saying, “The
peace of Christ be with
you,” and responding,
“And also with you.”

After the baptism, children,
ages Pre-K - grade 5,

are invited to Children’s
Church held in the
Children’s Ministry Suite
on the first floor.

*Congregational Response CELTIC ALLELUIA
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*The Peace
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

Sacrament of Baptism
Through baptism, we welcome Hailey Campbell, Zoe Campbell, and
Kyah Campbell, into the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church.

*Question to the Congregation

Do we, as members of the church of Jesus Christ, promise to guide and
nurture Hailey, Zoe, and Kyah, by word and deed, with love and prayer,
encouraging them to know and follow Christ? If so, please stand.

* Affirmation of Faith The Apostles” Creed
I believe in God the Father almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead;

he ascended into heaven,

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church;
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

Hymn Baptized in Water BUNESSAN
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pro - mise, faith-ful-ly now God's prais-es we sing.

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

Congregational Prayer for Illumination Hymn 454, stanza 3
Glorious Lord, yourself impart!
Light of light, from God proceeding,
open now our ears and heart, help us by your Spirit’s pleading;
hear the cry that we are raising;
hear, and bless our prayers and praising.



First Lesson Mark 11:8-20, page 924
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Anthem The Old Hundredth Psalm Tune  Ralph Vaughan Williams
All people that on earth do dwell, sing to the Lord with cheerful voice;
him serve with mirth, his praise forth tell, come ye before him, and rejoice.
The Lord, ye know, is God indeed, without out aid he did us make;
we are his folk, he doth us feed, and for his sheep he doth us take.

O enter then his gates with praise, approach with joy his courts unto;
praise, laud, and bless his name always, for it is seemly so to do.

For why? the Lord our God is good: his mercy is forever sure;

his truth at all times firmly stood, and shall from age to age endure.

To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, the God whom heaven and carth adore,
from us and from the angel host be praise and glory evermore.

Second Lesson 2 Samuel 5:1-5, 6:1-5, page 276
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Sermon What is at the Center? Dr. Ryan Baer

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

*Hymn insert O Lord, You Are My God and King ~ JERUSALEM

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory, forever. Amen.
Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings
Now Pray We to the Holy Spirit ~ Dietrich Buxtehude

Hymn 592

Offertory

*Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication

SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD

*Hymn 145 Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart! MARION

*Charge and Benediction

*Congregational Response SINE NOMINE
Go to the world! Go as the ones I send,
for I am with you till the age shall end,

when all the hosts of glory cry “Amen!”’ Alleluia. Alleluia.

Postlude Toccata Johann Krieger

Lay Reader:
Dan Nadenicek

The anthem is a setting
of Psalm 100, arranged
by Ralph Vaughan
Williams for the
Coronation of Queen
Elizabeth 1T in 1953.

O Lord, You Are My God
and King is an abbreviat-
ed paraphrase of Psalm
145. The original psalm
has a verse for each
letter of the Hebrew
alphabet. The hymn
maintains a tone of
praise, in keeping with
the Hebrew Tehillim,
meaning “praises.”

You may mail your
check, set up an automatic
payment of your estimate
of giving through your
bank, or donate online
using this QR code or at
firstpresathens.org/
giving. Thank you for
your generosity.

Texts and music for hymns and
sung responses reprinted under
OneLicense.net #4-714861

Join us this Wednesday for a special Wed@First

This year we will enjoy pumpkin carving fun during Wednesday Night Dinner on October 25
in Fellowship Hall. This is a BYOP event (Bring Your Own Pumpkin and carving tools). Please
make your reservation by noon tomorrow, October 23. We will not have “Bumper Sticker
Theology”, so there will be plenty of time for you to work on your pumpkin design!



A special word of welcome to our guests: thank you for joining us for worship this morning.
Please fill out the Fellowship Pad so that we may be in touch. We are delighted you are here and
look forward to seeing you again.

Nursery Play for children 4 years old and younger is available from 9:00 a.m. to 11:15
a.m., are located in our Children’s Playroom area next to the Children’s Ministry Suite and are
accessible down the stairs in the Atrium and through the glass door.

Children, Pre K — 5th Grade, are invited to Children’s Church during the 11:00 a.m.
worship service. Children’s Church will be held downstairs in the Children’s Ministry Suite.
We will depart for Children’s Church following the Passing of the Peace. To pick up your child
after the service, please go to the church courtyard entrance of the Children’s Ministry Suite.

NOTES ON THE SERVICE

WORSHIP LEADERS OCTOBER FLOWER TEAM

Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor Betsy Canfield (chair), Judy Burch, Sydney

The Rev. Leigh Bonner, Interim Associate Pastor ~ Jackson, Susan Landrum, Wanda Neislar,

Mrs. Martha Clay, Guest Organist Katherine Queen, Leslye Queen, Judy Scanlon

Lay Reader TO AID IN WORSHIP

Dan Nadenicek If you need to leave the sanctuary during the
service, a live video feed is available in the Atrium

USHERS and at 10:00 a.m. 1s on Facebook and YouTube.

Jimbo Laboon I (head), John Turner Awailable in the Narthex or from an usher:

GREETERS * Personal hearing receivers usable

Jayne Bailey, Ella Stewart anywhere in the sanctuary

* Large-print hymnals, Bibles, bulletins,

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN
and hymnsheets

Paulo Santos

SUNDAY MORNING MANAGER

* Sermons from the previous six weeks

Aiden Dowling CONGREGATIONAL CARE
Prayer requests can be submitted to the church
FLOWERS office, 706-543-4338, by the Prayer Request
The Sanctuary flowers are given to the glory link on our church website (firstpresathens.org)
of God. or on the prayer cards in the Fellowship Pads.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

M25 Movie and Conversation

The Matthew 25 Commission will be hosting a documentary viewing about water poisoning in Flint,
MI, discussing race and the church’s involvement in advocating for those affected on the following
Sunday nights: 10/22, 10/29, 11/5, and 11/12. Please RSVP at tinyurl.com/FPCM25Movie. Light

snacks will be provided. For more information, please contact Dan Nadenicek at dnadeni@uga.edu.

Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF Offering
Sunday, October 29
Children are invited to wear their church friendly costumes and will be Trick or Treating for

UNICEF in the adult Sunday School classrooms and choir room during the Sunday school hour
and following the 11:00 a.m. worship service in the Atrium. Halloween Treats will be provided!



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Volunteers Needed for Family Promise Host Weeks
October 29 - November 12

First Presbyterian will be the host church for Family Promise families October 29 -
November 12 and we need your help to fill the volunteer slots. The families will be
at the Milledge Avenue Baptist Church static site. If you are able to volunteer, please
see a Family Promise Team member in the church atrium on Sunday morning, scan
the QR code, or go to this webpage: tinyurl.com/FPChostweek2023. Training required for new
volunteers is very simple: you just have to watch an online video. For more information or questions,
please contact Susan Boatwright at boatwright.susan@gmail.com.

Requiem for the Living by Dan Forrest

Join us on November 5 at 4:00 p.m. for Requiem for the Living, by Dan Forrest, sung by the
Chancel Choir with special guests, accompanied by chamber orchestra.

Casa Christmas Gift Cards

Aid low income Latino and Hispanic families with donations to provide $45 gift cards by November
6. Please make your check to First Presbyterian Church and note “Casa Christmas” in memo line
- or give online at FirstPresAthens.org/giving (please select “General Fund” under “Select a Fund,”
and in the optional memo write “Casa Christmas”). The cards will be distributed earlier this year so
families can use them for holiday gifts, food, etc. Thank you for your generosity!

Fall Programs 2023
September 20 - November 15
4:00 — 5:30 p.m. Knitting Purls 2, Parlor
4:30 - 5:30 p.m. Shakespeare & Friends Homer’s Odyssey, Room 308
5:00 - 5:30 p.m. St. Andrews Choir, Room 202
5:30 — 6:30 p.m. Dinner (Taziki’s), Fellowship Hall

Dinner menu: Grilled chicken*, Mediterranean salad and balsamic dressing*, Rice*,

Hummus*, Pita bread, cookies* (* = gluten free)

6:30 — 7:30 p.m. “Bumper Sticker Theology”’ with Ryan Baer,
Moses Waddel Room

6:30 — 8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir, Room 202

Wednesday Night Dinner
5:30 - 6:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall

E "‘Et E $12/person, $45 family max (complimentary for children 5 and under). Please
:—; RSVP in the Atrium, online at tinyurl.com/WedAtFirst, using the QR code,



THIS WEEK

Sunday, October 22

6:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
9:45 am.
9:45 am.
11:00 a.m.
12:00 p.m.
12:30 p.m.
3:30 p.m.
3:30 p.m.
4:20 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

AthHalf Pre-Race Service, Atrium, No 8:45 a.m. Service
Ways To Serve Fair, Atrium

God’s Mission Today Small Group, Room 309

Sunday School and Godly Play

Service, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching

Atrium Fellowship Refreshments

Mission & Outreach Commission meeting, Moses Waddel Room
Cherub Choir Rehearsal, Room 203

St. Andrews Choir Rehearsal, Room 202

Celebration Singers Choir Rehearsal, Room 202

M25 Movie and Conversation, Moses Waddel Room
Middle School Youth Group, The PIT

Youth Group Dinner, Fellowship Hall

High School Youth Group, The PIT

Monday, October 23

2:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Lay Caller Meeting via Zoom
High School Girls Bible Study Group, Bishop House

Tuesday, October 24

7:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

12:15 p.m.
1:00 p.m.
1:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Our Daily Bread Breakfast, First Baptist Church

Northeast Georgia Stated Presbytery Meeting, First Presbyterian Church Cornelia
Women’s Small Group, Brides Room

Staff Meeting, Staff Conference Room

Knitting Purls, Parlor

Stephen Ministry Meeting, Moses Waddel Room

Wednesday, October 25

4:00 p.m.
4:30 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

Knitting Purls 2, Parlor

Shakespeare & Friends Homer’s Odyssey, Room 308
St. Andrews Choir Rehearsal, Room 202
Wed@First Supper - Taziki’s, Fellowship Hall
Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Room 202

Thursday, October 26

9:10 a.m.

2:00 p.m.

Weekday School Chapel, Children’s Ministry Suite
Mellows, Magnolia Estates

Sunday, October 29 - Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF Offering, Confirmation Kick-off
8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Services, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching

9:00 a.m.
9:45 a.m.
9:45 a.m.

12:00 p.m.
3:30 p.m.
3:30 p.m.
4:20 p.m.
5:00 p.m.

5:00 p.m.

Confirmation Opening Meeting & Blessing, Room 301
God’s Mission Today Small Group, Room 309

Sunday School and Godly Play

Atrium Fellowship Refreshments

Cherub Choir Rehearsal, Room 203

St. Andrews Choir Rehearsal, Room 202

Celebration Singers Choir Rehearsal, Room 202

M25 Movie and Conversation, Moses Waddel Room
Youth Boo-ling at Showtime Bowl



EDUCATION - FAITH FORMATION

SUNDAYS FOR CHILDREN
Director of Children’s Ministries: Natalie Bishop
Nursery Coordinator: Rita Raines

Nursery Play, 8:30 a.m. — 12:15 p.m.

Children’s Playroom e Infants —4 Year Olds

Little ones are invited to Nursery Play during worship
and Sunday school. Children will enjoy playtime,
Bible stories, and a light snack with church friends.

Godly Play, 9:45 a.m.-10:45 a.m.

Children’s Ministry Suite ® Pre-K —5th Grade
Children are invited to Godly Play during the Sunday
School hour. Godly Play is an innovative way of teaching
and learning that helps children “discover” who God is
rather than being “told” who God is. The structure and
routine of Godly Play offer children a safe and nurturing
space to explore, connect, wonder, and worship God.

Children and Worship, 8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
All children are welcome to remain in worship with
their families every Sunday. Children’s bulletins, Bibles,
and books are available at the children’s tables located in
the Narthex and on both sides of the choir loft.

Children’s Church, 11:00 a.m. Worship Service
Children, Pre K—5th Grade are invited to Children’s
Church after the passing of The Peace. We will
continue worshipping together in the Children’s
Ministry Suite by listening to God’s Word, singing
to God, praying to God and giving to God.

*No Children’s Church on the first Sunday of the
month, Communion Sunday. All children are invited
to remain in the sanctuary on this special Sunday to
take part in worship and Communion with family.

SUNDAYS FOR YOUTH

Director of Youth Ministries: Kim Ness

Middle School Coordinator: Erin Osborne

The PIT (basement level) ¢ 6th - 12th Grade

Sunday School (9:45 a.m.)

Middle School class is using the Sparkhouse curriculum
called Echo: The Story. Each class begins with a video,
then we delve into the Bible. In just 36 weeks, we’ll
travel from Genesis to Revelation, through stories,
games and activities!

Youth Group

Sunday night youth group is a fast hour of games, get-
to-know you activities, devotionals and discussion.
This year our theme is Pieces of Faith. Youth will
gather in the PIT to talk about different aspects of
faith and the spiritual practices we need to help our
faith grow stronger.

Middle School meets 5:00 — 6:00 p.m.

High School meets 6:30 — 8:00 p.m.

Combined Youth Dinner (6:00 p.m.)

Between MS and HS youth groups, everyone will
gather in Fellowship Hall for a shared meal. If you'd
like to help provide a meal for our youth, please email
Kim at kness@firstpresathens.org.

For more information about youth ministry at FPC, visit
www.fpcathenspit.com.

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ADULTS
9:45-10:40 a.m.

IN PERSON

Builders ¢ Moses Waddel Room

This class is an invitation for parents of children and
youth to come join for a time of fellowship and support.
This fall, the Builders will study the Hebrew Bible —
commonly called the Old Testament - by engaging
with the DISCIPLE Fast 'Tiack Bible study.
Coordinator: Dr. Ryan Baer (ryan@firstpresathens.org)

HYBRID (in person and over Zoont)

Del Dunn Sunday School Class * Room 308
An in-depth study and discussion of scripture,
offering a collegial environment and welcoming
all who seek to enrich their understanding of the
Bible and its application to our daily lives. This fall,
we will continue a chapter-by-chapter reading and
discussion of the Gospel of Matthew.

Coordinator: Susan Landrum (slandrum@uga.edu)
Zoom ID: 875 216 0708, PW: 634175

New Voices * Room 310

This class explores theological and church issues.
Class leaders engage participants by inviting them to
share their stories and perspectives on the topics being
discussed. This fall, we will get to know some similar
Biblical women (and some evangelically maligned
men) through the discussion of the book The Making
of Biblical Womanhood by Beth Allison Barr.

Led by: Lewis Hudgins (lewisahudgins@gmail.com)
Zoom ID: 674 533 8902

Wayne F. Middendorf Men’s Bible Class
Bride’s Room, Tinsley Stern
Open and honest discussion in a nonjudgmental at-
mosphere about various aspects of Christianity. This
fall, we will be watching and discussing the series From
Jesus to Constantine: A History of Early Christianity by
UNC-Chapel Hill professor Bart D. Ehrman.
Contacts: lan Hardin (ianhardinl @gmail.com), Jim

Scanlon (jjtscanlon@yahoo.com)
Zoom ID: 883 5159 0923
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Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty

LOBE DEN HERREN 1414478
Stralsund Ernewerten Gesangbuch, 1665
Joachim Neander, 1680 Harm. The Chorale Book for England, 1863
Trans. Catherine Winkworth, 1863, alt. Desc. Craig Sellar Lang, 1953
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O Lord, You Are My God and King
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Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart! 145

MARION  SM with refrain

Edward Hayes Plumptre, 1865 Arthur Henry Messiter, 1883
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1. Re - joice, ye pure in  heart! Re - joice, give thanks,and sing!

2. Yes, on throughlife’s long path, Still chant-ing as ye gO;

3. At last the march shall end; The wea-ried ones shall rest;

4, Then on, ye pure in  heart! Re - joice, give thanks,and sing!
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Your fes - tal ban-ner wave on high, The cross of Christ your King.
From youth to  age, by  night and day, In gladnessand in woe,
The pil - grims find their home at last, Je - ru-sa-lem the  blest
Your fes - tal ban-ner wave on high, The cross of Christyour King.
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SESSION
Ryan Baer, Moderator ~ Pat Waldrip, Clerk of Session

CLaAss OF 2023 CLaAss OF 2024 CLaAss OF 2025
Sarah Bryan Shannon Brooks Lindsay Griffeth
Judy Burch Phyllis Crowell Angela Hunt
Kent Burel Kemp Gaskill Dan Nadenicek
Rod Canfield Denise Horton Karen Phillips
Melinda DeMaria Paul Lee Ethelyn Simpson
Jim Dove Sharon Logan Neft Jeffrey Trapnell
Mark Hopkins Bruce Middendorf Pat Tritt

Matt Jones Randy Riner John Turner
Keith Oelke Chuck Toney Pat Waldrip

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF

Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor (ryan@firstpresathens.org)

The Rev. Leigh Bonner, Interim Associate Pastor (lbonner@firstpresathens. org)
The Rev. Margaret Davis, Parish Associate (margaret@firstpresathens.org)

Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist (jcoble@firstpresathens.org)

Mrs. Kim Ness, Director of Youth Ministries (kness@firstpresathens.org)

Mrs. Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministries (natalie@firstpresathens. org)
Mrs. Elaine Johnson, Director of Weekday School (elaine@firstpresathens.org)
Mrs. Lucy Bell Johnson, Office Administrator (lbell@firstpresathens. org)

Mr. Paulo Santos, Director of Communications (paulo@firstpresathens.org)

Ms. Jennifer Adams, Church Accountant (jadams@firstpresathens. org)

Mrs. Lacy Mims Lian, Receptionist (frontdesk @firstpresathens. org)

Mrs. Marcy Fabris, Weekday School Administrative Assistant (wds@furstpresathens.org)
Ms. Rita Raines, Nursery Coordinator

Mrs. Charlotte Chromiak, Children’s Music Assistant (charlotteposs@gmail.com)
Mrs. Madeline Van Dyck, Parish Nurse

Mr. Wayne Brock, Sexton




