First|Presbyterian Church/Athens

In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is
to create a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!

July 23, 2023
10:00 a.m.
Eighth Sunday After Pentecost

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD

Welcome to all who are worshipping with us. As we enter a holy space this morning, please
silence your cell phone.

Greeting Psalm 118:24
This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!

Prelude Chante and Pavane Catherine McMichael

Words of Welcome

Song of Gathering DIX

Make a joyful noise to God! All creation sings your praise!
Great your wonders here displayed,

unexcelled throughout our days.

Glorious is your sacred name, ages old, yet still the same.

Call to Worship
Gather, all who hunger and thirst for righteousness.
We gather, longing to taste the bread of life and drink from
the cup of salvation.
Come, all who desire God to knead leaven into your faith.
We come to this place, ready to grow.
Come, plant your mustard seed.

We gather to worship God!
*Hymn 551  Come, Ye Thankful People, Come

*Call to Confession

ST. GEORGE’S WINDSOR

*Prayer of Confession

God of the harvest, we confess that in this age, sometimes we feel
too tired to keep working in your field. This complicated world
creates confusion about what is good and evil in your sight. We
find it difficult to distinguish between wheat and tares. Sometimes,
we try to uproot what we see as evil, but we end up removing the
good along with it. Worse, sometimes what we thought were
tares were actually the finest wheat. Give us the wisdom to allow
you to sort it all out. Give us the courage to keep growing wheat,
even when the tares seem to be taking over. Grant us the faith in
the truth that your will prevails, at the end of this and every age.

*Silent Prayer
Lord, have mercy. Amen.

*Those who are able may stand.

Please sign and pass the
Fellowship Pad, making
note of new and old friends,
check in on Facebook, and
Sfollow us on Instagram
(firstpresathensga).

This Sunday, we
welcome the Athens
Flute Choir as guest
musicians:

Lisa Bartholow,
conductor

Ashley Beavis

Lee Carmon

Beth Crull

Carol Horne

Briana Parbus
Rachel Simmons

Despite its Thanksgiv-
ing associations, the
real concern of Come,
Ye Thankful People,
Come is to recall the
harvest imagery Jesus
used to describe the
fulfillment of God’s
sovereignty. The tune
name comes from the
royal chapel where the
composer was organist.



At “The Peace,” worshipers
are invited to greet each
other by saying, “The
peace of Christ be with
you,” and responding,
“And also with you.”

Lay Reader:
Kitty Donnan

The anthem is familiar
metrical setting of
Psalm 100, arranged by
English composer Ralph
Vaughan Williams.

Lord, Make Us Servants of
Your Peace is an English
paraphrase of a prayer
attributed to St. Francis
of Assisi. The tune is
named for Dickinson
College, from which the
composer, Lee Hastings
Bristol, Jr., received one
of his eleven honorary
doctoral degrees.

* Assurance of Pardon

*Congregational Response Jacques Berthier
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lu - ja, al-le - lu- lia, al-le - lu - ia.
*The Peace

Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

Congregational Prayer for Illumination Hymn 454, stanza 1
Blessed Jesus, at your word we are gathered all to hear you;
let our hearts and souls be stirred
now to seek and love and fear you;
by your teachings true and holy,
drawn from earth to love you solely.

First Lesson Proverbs 2:1-15, page 574
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Anthem  The Old Hundredth Psalm Tune — Ralph Vaughan Williams
All people that on earth do dwell, sing to the Lord with cheerful voice;
him serve with mirth, his praise forth tell, come ye before him, and rejoice.
The Lord, ye know, is God indeed, without out aid he did us make;
we are his folk, he doth us feed, and for his sheep he doth us take.

O enter then his gates with praise, approach with joy his courts unto;
praise, laud, and bless his name always, for it is seemly so to do.

For why? the Lord our God is good: his mercy is forever sure;

his truth at all times firmly stood, and shall from age to age endure.

To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, the God whom heaven and earth adore,
from us and from the angel host be praise and glory evermore.

Second Lesson Matthew 13:24-43, page 892
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Tend the wheat The Rev. Leigh Bonner

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD
*Hymn 374

Sermon

Lord, Make Us Servants of Your Peace
DICKINSON COLLEGE

* Affirmation of Faith from The Confession of 1967
God’s redeeming work in Jesus Christ embraces the whole of
life: social and cultural, economic and political, scientific and
technological, individual and corporate. It includes the natural
environment as exploited and despoiled by sin. It is the will of
God that the purpose for human life shall be fulfilled under the
rule of Christ and all evil be banished from creation. Biblical
visions and images of the rule of Christ, such as a heavenly city,
a father’s house, a new heaven and earth, a marriage feast, and
an unending day culminate in the image of the kingdom. The
kingdom represents the triumph of God over all that resists God’s
will and disrupts creation. Already God’s reign is present as (cont.)



a ferment in the world, stirring hope in us and preparing the world
to receive its ultimate judgment and redemption. With an urgency
born of this hope, the church applies itself to present tasks and
strives for a better world. It does not identify limited progress
with the kingdom of God on earth, nor does it despair in the face
of disappointment and defeat. In steadfast hope, the church looks
beyond all partial achievement to the final triumph of God.

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the (=] el
power and the glory, forever. Amen. %in _f;
I ot
Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings [=er
You may mail your
Offertory Alleluia Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart | gjeck, Sgt up any automatic
payment of your estimate
*Doxology Hymn 592 of giving through your
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; bank, or donate online
praise him, all creatures here below; ;‘Siﬂg this QhR code or at
praise him above, ye heavenly host; irstpresachens.org) ,
. giving. Thank you for
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. your generosity.
*Prayer of Dedication
4 We Plow the Fields and
Scatter is a translation of a
SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD German text byMatthi—
as Claudius (1782) called
*Hymn 560 We Plow the Fields and Scatter NYLAND | the “Peasants’ Song”
L. from a poem about the
*Charge and Benediction harvest festival in North
. Germany. The original
*Congregational Response Hymn 540, stanza 1 song had seventeen
God be with you till we meet again; stanzas, each sung by a

different soloist, with all

Loving counsels guide, uphold you
g g > 1P you, joining the refrain.

with a shepherd’s care enfold you:

God be with you till we meet again. Texts and music for hymns and
sung responses reprinted under
Postlude Improvisation on St. George’s Windsor John Coble | OneLicense.net #4-714861

A special word of welcome to our guests: thank you for joining us for worship this morning.
Please fill out the Fellowship Pad so that we may be in touch. We are delighted you are here and
look forward to seeing you again.

Nursery Play for children 4 years old and younger is available from 9:00 a.m. to 11:15
a.m., are located in our Children’s Playroom area next to the Children’s Ministry Suite and are
accessible down the stairs in the Atrium and through the glass door.

Matthew 25 Lunch & Book Study
July 30, 11:30-1:30 p.m., Moses Waddel Room

The Matthew 25 Commission invites you for the second part of the discussion of A More Just
Future, by Dolly Chugh. This facilitated discussion will explore themes of confronting our nation’s
past and building a better future through the lens of Matthew 25. Lunch and childcare will be
provided; RSVP (tinyurl.com/FPCM25BookStudy) will be needed by Tuesday, July 25.
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NOTES ON THE SERVICE

WORSHIP LEADERS
The Rev. Leigh Bonner, Interim Associate Pastor
Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist

Lay Reader
Kitty Donnan

Call to Worship Liturgist
Jimmy Bishop

USHERS
Jimbo LaBoon III (head),
Michelle Clendenen-Shaw, John Simpson

GREETERS

Susan and Tom Landrum

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN
Bryan Owens

SUNDAY MORNING MANAGER
Aiden Dowling

JULY FLOWER TEAM
Jennifer Poole (chair), Susan Barrett,
Richard Lane, Vera Lee-Schoenfeld,
Ethelyn Simpson

FLOWERS

The Sanctuary flowers are given to the glory of
God and in memory of Frank and Sue Parker
by Mary Peace.

TO AID IN WORSHIP

If you need to leave the sanctuary during the

service, a live video feed 1s available in the Atrium

and at 10:00 a.m. is on Facebook and YouTube.

Available in the Narthex or from an usher:

* Personal hearing receivers usable
anywhere in the sanctuary

* Large-print hymnals, Bibles, bulletins,
and hymnsheets

* Sermons from the previous six weeks

CONGREGATIONAL CARE

Prayer requests can be submitted to the church
office, 706-543-4338, by the Prayer Request
link on our church website (firstpresathens.org)
or on the prayer cards in the Fellowship Pads.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

STEPHEN MINISTRY

Summer should be a carefree, relaxing time. But
sometimes personal problems can get in the way
of that. If you know someone who is struggling
to enjoy the summer, First Presbyterian Stephen
Ministers can help! Contact:

Susan Boatwright, boatwrightsusan@gmail.com
706-255-2250

Margaret Davis: margaret@firstpresathens.org,
706-206-9896

Becky Hartman, hartmanbecky494@gmail.com
706-254-4504

Lisa Oclke: lisakoelke@gmail.com, 706-540-4251

SUMMER CHOIR

Join us for Summer Choir! We will meet in the
choir room at 9:15 a.m. on Sundays to rehearse
music for that morning’s service, and sing
at 10:00 a.m. worship service. Our Chancel
Choir will be the foundation of this group.
For more information, contact John Coble at
jeoble@firstpresathens.org.

Back-to-School Blessing + Food Sunday, August 6

We invite all students to bring their bookbags and backpacks Sunday, August 6, for a special blessing
as we begin another school year. Please fill your bookbags with items for Athens Area Emergency
Food Bank: fruit juice, ramen noodles, salty snack foods (chips, cheese and peanut butter
crackers, roasted nuts, etc).

You may also bring food to the church office until Friday, August 4. Alternatively, you may take
your donations directly to the Athens Area Emergency Food Bank 9:00 a.m. - noon, Monday-
Friday at 640 Barber Street, Athens, 30601. Please put supplies on loading dock at far end of
building. Thanks for your donations in July - our neighbors in need are grateful!



August Matthew 25 Trip

The Matthew 25 Commission plans to annually lead tours to various Civil Rights Trail sites. For the
first trip, scheduled for Saturday, August 19, 2023, we will stay close to home with a visit to the
Martin Luther King, Jr. National Historical Park and the National Center for Civiland Human Rights.

The MLK National Park Walking Tour will take about two hours and includes the visitor center
exhibit, historic Ebenezer Baptist Church, Ebenezer Baptist Church: New Horizon Sanctuary,
the National Civil Rights Walk of Fame, the King Center for Nonviolent Social Change, Dr.
King’s Tomb, and King’s early home. At the National Center for Civil and Human Rights we
will see an evocatively designed building that expresses the civil and human rights theme through
its architecture. Inside the doors, you will visit a series of exhibits and galleries, which trace the
journey from Martin Luther King, Jr., the broader civil rights era from the segregation of Jim Crow
to King’s Assassination, to an international human rights movement.

RSVP (tinyurl.com/FPCM25Trip) will be needed by noon on Tuesday, August 15. A
maximum of 14 people may ride in the church van, but if more are interested in the trip, we will
arrange for ride sharing opportunities. For more information and questions, please contact Dan
Nadenicek at dnadeni@uga.edu or call (706) 540-6013.

Itinerary:
8:00 a.m.: Leave from church parking lot

9:45 a.m.: MLK Park tour
12:00 p.m.: Lunch (location TBD)
1:15 p.m.: National Center for Civil and Human Rights visit
4:30 p.m.: Picnic and discussion at Leigh Bonner and Adam Graham’s home
8:00 p.m.: Arrive back in Athens (those needing to arrive home earlier will be accommodated)

THIS WEEK

Sunday, July 23
9:15 a.m. Summer Choir Rehearsal, Room 202

10:00 a.m.  Service, The Rev. Leigh Bonner preaching

10:00 a.m.  Godly Play Sunday, Children’s Ministry Suite

11:00 a.m.  Fellowship Refreshments, Atrium

11:30 a.m.  Education & Discipleship Commission Meeting, Children’s Ministry Suite
5:00 p.m.  High School Pool Party, Ness House

Monday, July 24
2:00 p.m.  Lay Caller Meeting via Zoom

Tuesday, July 25

7:00 a.m.  Our Daily Bread Breakfast, First Baptist Church
10:00 a.m.  Staft Meeting, Staff Conference Room
12:15 p.m.  Women’s Small Group, Brides Room

1:30 p.m.  Knitting Purls, Parlor

Sunday, July 30
9:15a.m.  Summer Choir Rehearsal, Room 202
10:00 a.m.  Service, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
11:00 a.m.  Fellowship Refreshments, Atrium
11:30 a.m.  Matthew 25 Lunch & Book Study, Moses Waddel Room
3:00 p.m.  Nominations and Elections Committee Meeting, Moses Waddel Room

LOOKING AHEAD
August 6 - Back to School Blessing, Blessings
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Come, Ye Thankful People, Come

$T. GEORGE'S WINDSOR 7777 D
Henry Alford, 1844; alt. George Job Elvey, 1859
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1. Come, ye thank-ful  peo - ple, come, Raise the song of  har-vest home:
2. All theworld is  God’sown field, Iruit un - to God’s praise to yield;
3. For the Lord cur God shallcome, And shall take the  har-vest home;
4. E - ven so, Lord, quick-ly come To Thy £ - nal har-vest home;
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All is safe - ly
Wheat and tares to
From each field shall

gath - ered in,
geth - er sown;
in that day

Fre the win-ter
Un - to joy or
All of-fens-es

storms be - gin;

SOI.- TOW  EBrOowil,

purge a - way,
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God, our Mak - er,
First the blade, and

There for-ev - er

Give the an - gels charge at

doth pro - vide

then the ear,
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For our wants to
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Come to God’s own

the

har - vest home.

tem - ple, come, Raise

song of

Lord of har - vest, grant that we  Whole-some grain and pure may be.
But  the fruit- ful ears to store In God’s gar-ner  ev - er - more,
Come, with all Thine an - gels,come, Raise the glo-rious har-vest home.
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374 TLord, Make Us Servants of Your Peace

DICKINSON COLLEGE LM
Francis of Assisi (1181/2-1226)

Para, James Quinn (b. 1919) Lee Hastings Bristol, Jr., 1962
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1. Lord, make us ser - vants of Your peace: Where there  is
2. Where all is doubt, may we SOwW faith; Where all is .
3. Je - sus, our lord, may we not seek To be con -
4, May we 1ot look for love’s re - turn, But seek to

hate, may we sow love;, 'Where there is hurt, may we for -
gloom, may we sow  hope; Where all is night, may we sow
soled, but to con - sole, Nor look to un - der - stand-ing
love un - self - ish - ly, For in giv - ing we re -
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give; Where there is strife, may we make one.
light; Where all is tears, may we  sow joy.
hearts, But  loock for hearts to un - der - stand.
ceive, And in for - giv - ing are for - given.
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5. Dying, we live, and are reborn Jo104-112
Through death’s dark night to endless day:
Lord, make us servants of Your peace
To wake at last in heaven’s light.



560 We Plow the Fields and Scatter

NYLAND 7676 D

Matthias Claudius, 1782 Finnish folk melody
Trans. Jane Montgomery Campbell, 1861; alt. Adapt. and harm. David Evans, 1927
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1. We plow the fields and scat - ter The goodseed on the land,

2. You on -1y are the Mak - er Of all things near and far;

3. We thank You, then, Cre - a - tor,For all thingsbright and good,
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But it is  fed and wa - teredBy God’s al - might -y handg;
You paint the way-side flow - er, You light the eve - ning star
The seed-time and the har - vest, OQur life, our health, our food;
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God sends the snow in win - ter, The warmthto swell the grain,
The windsand waves o - bey You, By You the birds are fed;
Ac - cept the gifts we of - fer, For all Yourlove im - parts,

0 1 | I | | - | [ ,

TR 1] 1 i T } E| 1 % %

ANV & & - c N
e | -

L]
L . 1 |t

] ]
| = =
0)
.. ] I ] I P : | comers. EN 1"} T é i H ]
P - Il | I 1 )
) l R’ o e
The breez-es and the  sun - shine, And soft, re - fresh-ing  rain.
Much more to  us, Your chil - dren, You give our dai - ly bread.
And what You most would wel - come, Our hum - ble, thank-ful  hearts.
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SESSION

Ryan Baer, Moderator

CLaAss OF 2023
Sarah Bryan

Judy Burch

Kent Burel

Rod Canfield
Melinda DeMaria
Jim Dove

Mark Hopkins
Matt Jones
Robyn McDonald
Keith Oelke

CLass orF 2024
Shannon Brooks
Phyllis Crowell
Kemp Gaskill
Denise Horton
Paul Lee

Sharon Logan
Bruce Middendorf
Randy Riner
Chuck Toney

Pat Waldrip, Clerk of Session

CLaAss OF 2025
Lindsay Griffeth
Angela Hunt
Dan Nadenicek
Karen Phillips
Ethelyn Simpson
Jeffrey Trapnell
Pat Tritt

John Turner

Pat Waldrip

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF

Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor (ryan@firstpresathens.org)

The Rev. Leigh Bonner, Interim Associate Pastor (lbonner@firstpresathens. org)
The Rev. Margaret Davis, Parish Associate (margaret@firstpresathens.org)

Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist (jcoble@firstpresathens.org)

Mrs. Kim Ness, Director of Youth Ministries (kness@firstpresathens.org)

Mrs. Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministries (natalie@firstpresathens. org)
Mrs. Elaine Johnson, Director of Weekday School (elaine@firstpresathens.org)
Mrs. Lucy Bell Johnson, Office Administrator (lbell@firstpresathens. org)

Mr. Paulo Santos, Director of Communications (paulo@firstpresathens.org)

Mrs. Jennifer Sunderlin, Receptionist/Accounting Assistant (frontdesk @furstpresathens. org)
Ms. Jennifer Adams, Church Accountant (jadams@firstpresathens. org)

Mrs. Marcy Fabris, Weekday School Administrative Assistant (wds@furstpresathens.org)
Ms. Rita Raines, Nursery Coordinator
Mrs. Charlotte Chromiak, Children’s Music Assistant (charlotteposs@gmail.com)
Mrs. Madeline Van Dyck, Parish Nurse

Mr. Wayne Brock, Sexton




