First|Presbyterian Church/Athens

In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is
to create a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!

July 16, 2023
10:00 a.m.
Seventh Sunday After Pentecost

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD

Welcome to all who are worshipping with us. As we enter a holy space this morning, please
silence your cell phone.

Greeting Psalm 118:24
This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!

Prelude Allegro from Concerto in E-flat Bach circle

Words of Welcome

Song of Gathering DIX
Make a joyful noise to God! All creation sings your praise!
Great your wonders here displayed,
unexcelled throughout our days.

Glorious is your sacred name, ages old, yet still the same.

Call to Worship
Let us offer our praise to God,
for we come to learn God’s ways:
O God, your word is a lamp to our feet,
a light to our path;
we lift our hearts to you
as we seek to worship, adore, and follow you.

*Hymn 379 My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less SOLID ROCK

*Call to Confession

*Prayer of Confession

O God, we are quick to say, “We didn’t know.” ““We didn’t mean
to.”” “We didn’t expect that to happen.” But we have not tended
the soil of our lives. We let it stay shallow and rocky by not learning
from the experience of others. We let it be riddled with thorns

by succumbing to our own prejudices. Life-giving God, Help us
to tend our soil. Open us to being challenged, enable us to learn,
so that your word will take root and bear good fruit in our lives.

*Silent Prayer
Lord, have mercy. Amen.

*Assurance of Pardon

*Those who are able may stand.

Please sign and pass the
Fellowship Pad, making
note of new and old friends,
check in on Facebook, and
Sfollow us on Instagram
(firstpresathensga).

My Hope Is Built on
Nothing Less develops
the imagery of Jesus’
remark that those who
believe in him and act
on that belief are like
someone who builds a
house on a rock. The
tune was created for
this text by a prolific
19th-century American
COMmposer.



At “The Peace,” worshipers
are invited to greet each
other by saying, “The
peace of Christ be with
you,” and responding,
“And also with you.”

Lay Reader:
Carol McKay

The anthem is a text by
Richard of Chichester
(1197-1253), set to
music by contemporary
English composer
Martin Shaw.

O Master, Let Me Walk
with Thee does not seek a
sense of God’s presence
for self-comfort but for
strength and compan-
ionship in pursuing
the tasks that God sets
before us. The author
specifically chose the
tune for his text.

Next to the Nicene
Creed, The Apostles’
Creed is the most
universally accepted
doctrinal statement in
Christendom. Although
not written by apostles,
it reflects the theological
formulations of the first
century church. Arising
from an early baptismal
creed, it underwent
development, attaining
its present form in the
eighth century.

*Congregational Response Jacques Berthier
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*The Peace

Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

Congregational Prayer for Illumination Hymn 454, stanza 1
Blessed Jesus, at your word we are gathered all to hear you;
let our hearts and souls be stirred
now to seek and love and fear you;
by your teachings true and holy,
drawn from earth to love you solely.

First Lesson Proverbs 1:1-19, page 573
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Anthem Day by Day
Day by day, dear Lord, of thee three things I pray:
to see thee more clearly, love thee more dearly,
follow thee more nearly, day by day.

Second Lesson Luke 6:47-49, page 942
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

The Beginning of Wisdom Dr. Ryan Baer

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD
*Hymn 357 O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee

Martin How

Sermon

MARYTON

* Affirmation of Faith
I believe in God the Father almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church;
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Apostles” Creed

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory, forever. Amen.



Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings

Offertory Lord Jesus Christ, Turn to Us J.S. Bach
*Doxology Hymn 592
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; You may mail your
praise him, all creatures here below; ;Zifﬁ();it(;py Z:;Z’Z”Z;“tgc
praise him above, ye heavenly host; of giving though your
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. bank, or donate online
L using this QR code or at
*Prayer of Dedication firstpresathens.org/
iving. Thank you for
SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD O e VoL
*Hymn 442 The Church’s One Foundation AURELIA | The Church’s One

*Charge and Benediction

*Congregational Response
God be with you till we meet again;
Loving counsels guide, uphold you,
with a shepherd’s care enfold you:
God be with you till we meet again.

Postlude

The Church’s One Foundation

Foundation is one of
twelve hymns written
to affirm the articles of
the Apostles’ Creed.
The tune was paired
with the text in 1868
and the two have been
inseparable since.

Hymn 540, stanza 1

Texts and music for hymns and
sung responses reprinted under
OneLicense.net #4-714861

Charles W. Ore

A special word of welcome to our guests: thank you for joining us for worship this morning.
Please fill out the Fellowship Pad so that we may be in touch. We are delighted you are here and

look forward to seeing you again.

Nursery Play for children 4 years old and younger is available from 9:00 a.m. to 11:15
a.m., are located in our Children’s Playroom area next to the Children’s Ministry Suite and are
accessible down the stairs in the Atrium and through the glass door.

NOTES ON THE SERVICE

WORSHIP LEADERS

Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor

The Rev. Leigh Bonner, Interim Associate Pastor
Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist

Lay Reader
Carol McKay

USHERS
Chuck Toney (head),
Laura Toney, John Turner

GREETERS
Carol McKay, Mary Peace

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN
Bryan Owens

SUNDAY MORNING MANAGER
Aiden Dowling

JULY FLOWER TEAM
Jennifer Poole (chair), Susan Barrett,
Richard Lane, Vera Lee-Schoenfeld,
Ethelyn Simpson

FLOWERS

The Sanctuary flowers are given to the glory of
God and in memory of Elizabeth Nicholson
Porterfield and Joan and Ray Nicholson by
Leslye Queen and Carolyn Hally.

TO AID IN WORSHIP

If you need to leave the sanctuary during the
service, a live video feed is available in the Atrium
and at 10:00 a.m. is on Facebook and YouTube.
Available in the Narthex or from an usher:

* Personal hearing receivers usable
anywhere in the sanctuary

 Large-print hymnals, Bibles, bulletins,
and hymnsheets

* Sermons from the previous six weeks

CONGREGATIONAL CARE
Prayer requests can be submitted to the church
office, 706-543-4338, by the Prayer Request
link on our church website (firstpresathens.org)
or on the prayer cards in the Fellowship Pads.

3



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Summer Choir

Join us for Summer Choir! We will meet in the choir room at 9:15 a.m. on Sundays to rehearse music
for that morning’s service, and sing at 10:00 a.m. worship service. Our Chancel Choir will be the
foundation of this group. For more information, contact John Coble at jcoble@firstpresathens.org.

Matthew 25 Lunch & Book Study
July 16 and 30, 11:30-1:30 p.m., Moses Waddel Room

The Matthew 25 Commission invites you to a two-part discussion of A More Just Future, by
Dolly Chugh. This facilitated discussion will explore themes of confronting our nation’s past and
building a better future through the lens of Matthew 25. Lunch and childcare will be provided;
RSVP (tinyurl.com/FPCM25BookStudy) for both will be needed by Tuesdays prior.

THIS WEEK

Sunday, July 16
9:15a.m.  Summer Choir Rehearsal, Room 202
10:00 a.m.  Service, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
11:00 a.m.  Fellowship Refreshments, Atrium
11:30 a.am.  Matthew 25 Lunch & Book Study, Moses Waddel Room

Tuesday, July 18

10:00 a.m. Staft Meeting, Staff Conference Room

12:15 p.m.  Women’s Small Group, Brides Room
1:30 p.m.  Knitting Purls, Parlor

Wednesday, July 19
9:00 a.m.  Weekday School Wonderful Wednesday

Sunday, July 23

9:15a.m.  Summer Choir Rehearsal, Room 202
10:00 a.m.  Service, The Rev. Leigh Bonner preaching
10:00 a.m.  Godly Play Sunday, Children’s Ministry Suite
11:00 a.m.  Fellowship Refreshments, Atrium

5:00 p.m.  High School Pool Party, Ness House

LOOKING AHEAD

July 30 - Matthew 25 Lunch & Book Study
August 6 - Back to School Blessing, Blessings & Biscuits Brunch



379 My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less

SOLID ROCK LM with refrain

Edward Mote, c. 1834 William Batchelder Bradbury, 1863
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righ - teous-ness; [ dare not trust the  sweet-est frame, But whol-ly
chang-ing grace; In ev-ery high and storm-y gale, My  an-chor
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O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee

Washington Gladden, 1879

MARYTON LM

357

Henry Percy Smith, 1874
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1. O Mas - ter, let me walk with Thee In  low - ly
2. Help me the slow of heart to  move By some clear,
3. Teach me Thy pa - tience; still with  Thee In  clos - er,
4, In  hope that sends a shin - ing ray Far down the
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paths of ser - vice free; Tell me Thy se - cret;
win - ning word of love; Teach me the way - ward
dear - -er com - pa - 0y, In  work that keeps faith
fu - ture’s broad - ening way; In  peace that on - ly
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help me bear The strain of  toil, the fret of care.
feet to stay, And guide them iz the  home - ward way.
sweet and  strong, In trust that tri - umphs o - ver wrong.
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442, The Church’s One Foundation

Samuel John Stone, 1866; ait. AURELLE 1836 D Samuel Sebastian Wesley, 1864
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1. The chur - ch’s one foun - da - tion Is Je - sus Christ her Lord;

2. E - lect from ev - ery na - tion, Yet one o’er all the earth,

3. Though with a scorn-ful  won - der This worldsees her op - pressed,

4, Mid toil and trib -u - la - tion,And tu-mult of her war,
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She is His new cre - a - tion By wa - ter and the word,;

Her char-ter of sal - va - tion One ILord,one faith, one  birth;

By  schis-ms rent a - sun - der, By her - e - sies dis - tressed,

She waits the con-sum - ma - tion Of peace for - ev - er - more;
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From heaven He came and sought her To be His ho - ly  bride;
One ho - ly ‘nameshe Dbless - es, Par - takes one ho - ly  food,

Yet  saints their watchare  keep - ing; Their cry goesup: “How long?”
Till  with the vi-sion glo - riousHer long - ing eyes are  blest,
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With His own blood He bought her, And for her life He died
And to one hope she press - es, With ev - ery grace en - dued.
And soon the might of weep - ing Shall be the morn of song
And the greatchurchvic - to - riousShall be the churchat  rest
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5. Yet she on earth has union O happy ones and holy!
With God the Three in One, Lord, give us grace that we,
And mystic sweet communion Like them, the meek and lowly,

With those whose rest is won: May live eternally.



FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SESSION

Ryan Baer, Moderator
CLass OF 2023 CLass oF 2024
Sarah Bryan Shannon Brooks
Judy Burch Phyllis Crowell
Kent Burel Kemp Gaskill
Rod Canfield Denise Horton
Melinda DeMaria Paul Lee
Jim Dove Sharon Logan
Mark Hopkins Bruce Middendorf
Matt Jones Randy Riner
Robyn McDonald Chuck Toney
Keith Oelke

Pat Waldrip, Clerk of Session

CLaAss OF 2025
Lindsay Griffeth
Angela Hunt
Dan Nadenicek
Karen Phillips
Ethelyn Simpson
Jeffrey Trapnell
Pat Tritt

John Turner

Pat Waldrip

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF

Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor (ryan@firstpresathens.org)

The Rev. Leigh Bonner, Interim Associate Pastor (Ibonner@firstpresathens.org)
The Rev. Margaret Davis, Parish Associate (margaret@firstpresathens.org)

Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist (jcoble@firstpresathens.org)

Mrs. Kim Ness, Director of Youth Ministries (kness@firstpresathens.org)

Mrs. Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministries (natalie@firstpresathens. org)
Mrs. Elaine Johnson, Director of Weekday School (elaine@firstpresathens.org)
Mrs. Lucy Bell Johnson, Office Administrator (lbell@firstpresathens. org)

Mr. Paulo Santos, Director of Communications (paulo@firstpresathens.org)

Mrs. Jennifer Sunderlin, Receptionist/Accounting Assistant (frontdesk @furstpresathens. org)
Ms. Jenniter Adams, Church Accountant (jadams@firstpresathens. org)

Mrs. Marcy Fabris, Weekday School Administrative Assistant (wds@furstpresathens. org)
Ms. Rita Raines, Nursery Coordinator
Mrs. Charlotte Chromiak, Children’s Music Assistant (charlotteposs@gmail.com)
Mrs. Madeline Van Dyck, Parish Nurse

Mr. Wayne Brock, Sexton




