First|Presbyterian Church/Athens

In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is
to create a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!

July 9, 2023
10:00 a.m.
Sixth Sunday After Pentecost

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD

Welcome to all who are worshipping with us. As we enter a holy space this morning, please
silence your cell phone.

Greeting Psalm 118:24
This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!

Prelude Repton Marilyn Biery

Words of Welcome

Song of Gathering DIX

Make a joyful noise to God! All creation sings your praise!
Great your wonders here displayed,

unexcelled throughout our days.

Glorious is your sacred name, ages old, yet still the same.

Call to Worship based on Psalm 145:8-14
The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, abounding in
steadfast love.

The Lord is good to all, and God’s compassion is over all that
God has made.

All God’s works shall give thanks to God, and all the faithful shall
bless God.

We shall speak of the glory of God’s kingdom, and tell of
God’s power,

to make known to all people God’s mighty deeds, and the glorious
splendor of the kingdom.

This kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and God’s dominion
endures throughout all generations.

The Lord is faithful in all words, and gracious in all deeds.

The Lord upholds all who are falling and raises up all who are
bowed down.

Let us worship God!

*Hymn 403 What a Friend We Have in_Jesus LOBE DEN HERREN

*Call to Confession

*Those who are able may stand.

Please sign and pass the
Fellowship Pad, making
note of new and old friends,
check in on Facebook, and
Sfollow us on Instagram
(firstpresathensga).

What a Friend We Have
in_Jesus was written

by an Irish-born
immigrant to Canada
to comfort his mother
in Ireland, when she
was going through a
difficult time. The role
of prayer as a source of
strength and conso-
lation is underscored
by its repeated use as
arthyme word in all
three stanzas.



At “The Peace,” worshipers
are invited to greet each
other by saying, “The
peace of Christ be with
you,” and responding,
“And also with you.”

*Prayer of Confession

Jesus, we confess that we don’t accept or love people as you do.

When you walked this earth, people complained that John was
too uptight, and you were too loose. No prophet, apostle, or even
you — God made flesh —was good enough for people’s acceptance.
And yet, you accepted everyone, imperfect as they all were. You
accept us even now, imperfect as we are. How much lighter your
burden of acceptance and yoke oflove is, compared to our burden
of rejection and our yoke of disdain! Help us to accept and love

one another as you accept and love each one of us, just as we are.

*Silent Prayer
Lord, have mercy. Amen.

* Assurance of Pardon

*Congregational Response Jacques Berthier
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*The Peace
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

Sacrament of Baptism
Through baptism, we welcome Henry Buchanan Hill, son of Carson
and Sarah Hill, into the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church.

*Question to the Congregation

Do we, as members of the church of Jesus Christ, promise to guide and
nurture Henry by word and deed, with love and prayer, encouraging
him to know and follow Christ? If so, please stand.

*Affirmation of Faith The Apostles” Creed
I believe in God the Father almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead;

he ascended into heaven,

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church;
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.
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*Hymn insert

Congregational Prayer for Illumination

First Lesson

Second Lesson

Sermon

Offertory

-
pro - mise, faith-ful-ly now God's prais-es we sing.

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

Hymn 454, stanza 1
Blessed Jesus, at your word we are gathered all to hear you;
let our hearts and souls be stirred

now to seek and love and fear you;

by your teachings true and holy,

drawn from earth to love you solely.

Proverbs 3:3-20, page 574
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing ~ Roland Martin
Come, thou fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing thy grace!
Streams of mercy never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise.
Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above.
Praise the mount! O, fix me on it, mount of God’s unchanging love.
Here I find my greatest treasure; hither, by thy help I've come;

and I hope, by thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home.

Jesus sought me when a stranger wandering from the fold of God,;
he, to rescue me from danger, interposed his precious blood.

O, to grace how great a debtor daily 'm constrained to bel!

Let thy goodness, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to thee;
prone to wander, Lord I feel it, prone to leave the God I love;

here’s my heart, O, take and seal it, seal it for thy courts above.

Matthew 11:16-30, page 889
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Yokes, Burdens, Pillows, and Wisdom The Rev. Leigh Bonner
RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

Come to Me, O Weary Traveler AUSTIN

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,

as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings

John Coble
Hymn 592

Improvisation on Austin

*Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication

Lay Reader:
Paul Lee

The anthem is a familiar
hymn arranged by
contemporary American
composer Roland E.
Martin. The accom-
paniment is based on
Bach’s Suite No. 1 in

G for unaccompanied
cello.

Come to Me, O Weary
Traveler is a paraphrase
and expansion of
Matthew 11:28-30 by

a Canadian minister.
The first three words
of each stanza proved
the hymn’s skeleton and
summary. The folk like
tune was composed for
this text.

Ix.
[=]

You may mail your
check, set up an automatic
payment of your estimate
of giving through your
bank, or donate online
using this QR code or at
firstpresathens.org/
giving. Thank you for
your generosity.




*Hymmn 419

Texts and music for hymns and
sung responses reprinted under
OneLicense.net #4-714861

Postlude

How Clear Is Our Vocation

*Congregational Response
God be with you till we meet again;
Loving counsels guide, uphold you,
with a shepherd’s care enfold you:
God be with you till we meet again.

SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD

REPTON

*Charge and Benediction

Hymn 540, stanza 1

Postlude in D Healey Willan

A special word of welcome to our guests: thank you for joining us for worship this morning.
Please fill out the Fellowship Pad so that we may be in touch. We are delighted you are here and

look forward to seeing you again.

Nursery Play for children 4 years old and younger is available from 9:00 a.m. to 11:15 a.m. during our
summer worship schedule. Please note that due to renovation of our Children’s Playroom area, Nursery
Play will be moved to the Children’s Ministry Suite in Room 126 for the summer. You can access this
room by using the Atrium stairs and walking through the courtyard to the CM Suite OR you can use
the back stairwell located to the left of the sanctuary down to the church lobby and into the CM Suite.

NOTES ON THE SERVICE

WORSHIP LEADERS

Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor

The Rev. Leigh Bonner, Interim Associate Pastor
Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist

Lay Reader
Paul Lee

USHERS
Jimbo LaBoon III (head),
Michelle Clendenen-Shaw, John Simpson

GREETERS
Diane Hartzell, Terry Nestor

FLOWERS

The Sanctuary flowers are given to the glory of
God and in memory of her mother Marian Alice
‘Wendler and John Kenley Carr, by Carol McKay.

JULY FLOWER TEAM

Jennifer Poole (chair), Susan Barrett,
Cathy Crawford, Anne Lane,

Vera Lee-Schoenfeld, Ethelyn Simpson

SUNDAY MORNING MANAGER
Aiden Dowling

TO AID IN WORSHIP

If you need to leave the sanctuary during the

service, a live video feed is available in the Atrium

and at 10:00 a.m. is on Facebook and YouTube.

Available in the Narthex or from an usher:

* Personal hearing receivers usable
anywhere in the sanctuary

» Large-print hymnals, Bibles, bulletins,
and hymnsheets

* Sermons from the previous six weeks

CONGREGATIONAL CARE

Prayer requests can be submitted to the church
office, 706-543-4338, by the Prayer Request
link on our church website (firstpresathens.org)
or on the prayer cards in the Fellowship Pads.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Love Notes for Kim

Blank cards are in your bulletin for those wishing to write encouraging notes to Kim and her family,
which will be delivered to them. Baskets to collect the cards are in the Narthex and in the Atrium.
For updates on Kim, please check her CaringBridge website at caringbridge.org/visit/kimness.
Please keep Kim and her family in your prayers.

Summer Choir

Join us for Summer Choir! We will meet in the choir room at 9:15 a.m. on Sundays to rehearse music
for that morning’s service, and sing at 10:00 a.m. worship service. Our Chancel Choir will be the
foundation of this group. For more information, contact John Coble at jcoble@firstpresathens.org.

Matthew 25 Lunch & Book Study
July 16 and 30, 11:30-1:30 p.m., Moses Waddel Room

The Matthew 25 Commission invites you to a two-part discussion of A More Just Future, by
Dolly Chugh. This facilitated discussion will explore themes of confronting our nation’s past and
building a better future through the lens of Matthew 25. Lunch and childcare will be provided;
RSVP (tinyurl.com/FPCM25BookStudy) for both will be needed by Tuesdays prior.

THIS WEEK

Sunday, July 9 - Food Sunday
9:15a.m.  Summer Choir Rehearsal, Room 202
10:00 a.m.  Service, The Rev. Leigh Bonner preaching
11:00 a.m.  Fellowship Refreshments, Atrium
1:30 p.m.  Mission & Outreach Commission Meeting, Moses Waddel Room

Monday, July 10

10:00 a.m.  Congregational Care Commission Meeting via Zoom

Tuesday, July 11

7:00a.m.  Our Daily Bread Breakfast, First Baptist Church
10:00 a.m.  Staft Meeting, Staff Conference Room
12:15 p.m.  Women’s Small Group, Brides Room

1:30 p.m.  Knitting Purls, Parlor

Wednesday, July 12
9:00a.m.  Weekday School Wonderful Wednesday

Thursday, July 13

5:00 p.m.  Administration Commission Meeting, Staff Conference Room

Sunday, July 16
9:15a.m.  Summer Choir Rehearsal, Room 202
10:00 a.m.  Service, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
11:00 a.m.  Fellowship Refreshments, Atrium
11:30 a.m.  Matthew 25 Lunch & Book Study, Moses Waddel Room



403

What a Friend We Have in Jesus

CONVERSE 8787 D
Joseph Scriven, c. 1855
Transliteration of Korean: Myung Ja Yue Charles Crozat Converse, 1868
| b, |
L 1N L 3 ERY
1 N T ]
7 I : =,
[~ .8- . - o
1. Chwayjim ma tun oo ree goo joo Uh jjee joh un chin goon jee
2. She hum guhk juhng mo dun kway rom  Um nun sah rahm noo goon gah
1. What a friend we have in Je - sus, All our sins and griefs fo bear!
2., Have we tri - als andtemp-ta - tions? Is theretrou-ble an - y-where?
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Kuhk juhng keun shimmoo guh oon jim Qo ree joo ggeh mat ggee seh

Boo jil  up see nahkshim mahl go Kee doh duhryuh ah ray seh
What a priv-i-lege to car - ry Ev - ery-thing to God in prayer!
We shouldnev - er be dis-cour-aged: Take it to the Lord in prayer!
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Joo ggeh sah juhngah ray jahn ah Pyung wha uht jee mot ha neh
Ee run jin shil ha shin chin goo Uh dee dah shi iss ul ggah
O  whatpeacewe of -ten for - feit, O what need-less pain we bear,
Can we find a friendso faith - ful, Who will all our sor-rows share?
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Oo ree du ree uhtjjee ha  yuh Ah  rel joo rul mo rul kka
Qo ree yak hamah shi oh  nee Uh  jjee ah nee ah rel kka
All  be-cause we do not car - 1y Ev - ery-thing to God in prayer!
Je - sus knowsour ev-ery weak - ness; Take it to thelordin prayer!
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3. Kuhn shim guhk juhng moo guh ooh jim 3. Are we weak and heavy iaden,
Cumbered with a load of care?
Precious Savior, still our refuge—
Take it to the Lord in prayer!

Do thy friends despise, forsake thee?
Take it to the Lord in prayer!

In His arms He'll take and shield thee,
Thou wilt find a solace there.

Ah nee jin jah noo goon gah

Pee nahn chuh nun oo ree Ye su
Joo ggeh kee doh duh ree seh

Seh sahng chin goo myul see ha go
Nuh rul joh rong ha yuh doh

Joo eh poo meh ahn gee uh suh
Cham dwen wee ro baat get neh.




Come to Me, O Weary Traveler
AUSTIN 8.7.8.7
Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1991 William P. Rowan, 1992
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1."Come to me, O wea-ry trav - eler; cometo me with your dis-
2. "Do not fear, my yoke is eas - y; do not fear, my bur-den's
3. "Take my yoke and leave your trou - bles; take my yoke and come with
4, "Rest n  me, O wea-ry trav - eler; rest iIn me and do not
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tress; come to me, you heav -y bur - dened; come to
light; do not fear the path be - fore you; do not
me. Take my yoke, I am be - side you; take and
fear. Rest in me, my heart is gen - tle; rest and
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me and find your rest."
run from  me n fright."
learn hu - mil - 1 -  ty"

cast a - way your care."



How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord 419

REPTON 8.6.8.8.6.6

Fred Pratt Green, 1981 C. Hubert H. Parry, 1888
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1. Howclear is our vo - ca-tion, Lord, Whenonce we heed Your call;
2. But if, for-get - ful, we shouldfind Your yoke is hard to  bear,
3. We mark Your saints, how they be - came In hin-dranc-es more sure,
4. In what You give us, Lord,to do, To - geth-er or a - lone,

4.
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To live ac-cord-ing to Yourword, And dai - ly learn,refreshed,re - stored,
If world-ly pres-suresfray the mind Andlove it-self can-not un - wind

Whose joy-ful vir-tues put to shameThe cas - nal way we wear Your name,
In old routines or ven-tures new, May we notcease to look to You—
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That You are Lord of all And will not let us fall
Its tan - gled skein of care: Our  in - ward life re - pair,
And by our faults ob - scure Your power to cleanse and cure.
The cross You hung up - on— All' You en-deav - oreddone.

fH 1 ™ T e, W |

Ol

e e, e
e &R e
F,\ L Iq_g_ F ﬁ‘

¢

!

g

2
.

Texi: Copyright © 1982 by Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All righis reserved. Used by permission.




FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SESSION

Ryan Baer, Moderator

CLaAss OF 2023
Sarah Bryan

Judy Burch

Kent Burel

Rod Canfield
Melinda DeMaria
Jim Dove

Mark Hopkins
Matt Jones
Robyn McDonald
Keith Oelke

CLass orF 2024
Shannon Brooks
Phyllis Crowell
Kemp Gaskill
Denise Horton
Paul Lee

Sharon Logan
Bruce Middendorf
Randy Riner
Chuck Toney

Pat Waldrip, Clerk of Session

CLaAss OF 2025
Lindsay Griffeth
Angela Hunt
Dan Nadenicek
Karen Phillips
Ethelyn Simpson
Jeffrey Trapnell
Pat Tritt

John Turner

Pat Waldrip

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF

Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor (ryan@firstpresathens.org)

The Rev. Leigh Bonner, Interim Associate Pastor (lbonner@firstpresathens. org)
The Rev. Margaret Davis, Parish Associate (margaret@firstpresathens.org)

Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist (jcoble@firstpresathens.org)

Mrs. Kim Ness, Director of Youth Ministries (kness@firstpresathens.org)

Mrs. Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministries (natalie@firstpresathens. org)
Mrs. Elaine Johnson, Director of Weekday School (elaine@firstpresathens.org)
Mrs. Lucy Bell Johnson, Office Administrator (lbell@firstpresathens. org)

Mr. Paulo Santos, Director of Communications (paulo@firstpresathens.org)

Mrs. Jennifer Sunderlin, Receptionist/Accounting Assistant (frontdesk @furstpresathens. org)
Ms. Jennifer Adams, Church Accountant (jadams@firstpresathens. org)

Mrs. Marcy Fabris, Weekday School Administrative Assistant (wds@furstpresathens.org)
Ms. Rita Raines, Nursery Coordinator
Mrs. Charlotte Chromiak, Children’s Music Assistant (charlotteposs@gmail.com)
Mrs. Madeline Van Dyck, Parish Nurse

Mr. Wayne Brock, Sexton




