
July 9, 2023
10:00 a.m.

Sixth Sunday After Pentecost

Please sign and pass the 
Fellowship Pad, making 
note of new and old friends, 
check in on Facebook, and 
follow us on Instagram 
(firstpresathensga).

What a Friend We Have 
in Jesus was written 
by an Irish-born 
immigrant to Canada 
to comfort his mother 
in Ireland, when she 
was going through a 
difficult time. The role 
of prayer as a source of 
strength and conso-
lation is underscored 
by its repeated use as 
a rhyme word in all 
three stanzas.

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD

Welcome to all who are worshipping with us. As we enter a holy space this morning, please 
silence your cell phone.

  Greeting 		                                                       Psalm 118:24
	 This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!

  Prelude                                         Repton                                    Marilyn Biery

  Words of Welcome

  Song of Gathering                                                                                    DIX

	 Make a joyful noise to God! All creation sings your praise! 
	 Great your wonders here displayed, 
	 unexcelled throughout our days.
	 Glorious is your sacred name, ages old, yet still the same.

  Call to Worship                                               based on Psalm 145:8-14
	 The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, abounding in 	
	 steadfast love.
	 The Lord is good to all, and God’s compassion is over all that 	
	 God has made.
	 All God’s works shall give thanks to God, and all the faithful shall 	
	 bless God.
	 We shall speak of the glory of God’s kingdom, and tell of 	
	 God’s power,
	 to make known to all people God’s mighty deeds, and the glorious 	
	 splendor of the kingdom. 
	 This kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and God’s dominion 
	 endures throughout all generations.
	 The Lord is faithful in all words, and gracious in all deeds. 
	 The Lord upholds all who are falling and raises up all who are 	
	 bowed down.
	 Let us worship God!

*Hymn 403        What a Friend We Have in Jesus    LOBE DEN HERREN 

*Call to Confession

In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is 
to create a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 

rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!

*Those who are able may stand.



*Prayer of Confession
	 Jesus, we confess that we don’t accept or love people as you do. 	
	 When you walked this earth, people complained that John was 
	 too uptight, and you were too loose. No prophet, apostle, or even
 	 you – God made flesh – was good enough for people’s acceptance.
 	 And yet, you accepted everyone, imperfect as they all were. You
 	 accept us even now, imperfect as we are. How much lighter your
 	 burden of acceptance and yoke of love is, compared to our burden
 	 of rejection and our yoke of disdain! Help us to accept and love 	
	 one another as you accept and love each one of us, just as we are.

*Silent Prayer
	 Lord, have mercy. Amen.

*Assurance of Pardon

*Congregational Response                                              Jacques Berthier

*The Peace
	 Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 
	 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
	 And also with you.

 Sacrament of Baptism       
	 Through baptism, we welcome Henry Buchanan Hill, son of Carson 
	 and Sarah Hill, into the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church.

	 *Question to the Congregation 
	 Do we, as members of the church of Jesus Christ, promise to guide and
	 nurture Henry by word and deed, with love and prayer, encouraging 	
	 him to know and follow Christ? If so, please stand.

	 *Affirmation of Faith                                            The Apostles’ Creed
		  I believe in God the Father almighty,
		  Maker of heaven and earth.

		  And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
		  who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
		  born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
		  was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
		  the third day he rose again from the dead;
		  he ascended into heaven,
		  and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
		  from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

		  I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church;
		  the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
		  the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

	 Hymn                          Baptized in Water                               BUNESSAN
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At “The Peace,” worshipers 
are invited to greet each 
other by saying, “The 
peace of Christ be with 
you,” and responding, 
“And also with you.”



Lay Reader: 
Paul Lee

The anthem is a familiar 
hymn arranged by 
contemporary American 
composer Roland E. 
Martin. The accom-
paniment is based on 
Bach’s Suite No. 1 in 
G for unaccompanied 
cello.

Come to Me, O Weary 
Traveler is a paraphrase 
and expansion of 
Matthew 11:28-30 by 
a Canadian minister. 
The first three words 
of each stanza proved 
the hymn’s skeleton and 
summary. The folk like 
tune was composed for 
this text.

You may mail your 
check, set up an automatic 
payment of your estimate 
of giving through your 
bank, or donate online 
using this QR code or at 
firstpresathens.org/
giving. Thank you for 
your generosity.
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HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

  Congregational Prayer for Illumination                 Hymn 454, stanza 1
	 Blessed Jesus, at your word we are gathered all to hear you; 
	 let our hearts and souls be stirred 
	 now to seek and love and fear you;
	 by your teachings true and holy, 
	 drawn from earth to love you solely.

  First Lesson              Proverbs 3:3-20, page 574
	 This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

  Anthem                  Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing        Roland Martin
	 Come, thou fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing thy grace! 
	 Streams of mercy never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise. 
	 Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above. 
	 Praise the mount! O, fix me on it, mount of God’s unchanging love. 
	 Here I find my greatest treasure; hither, by thy help I’ve come; 
	 and I hope, by thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home. 
	 Jesus sought me when a stranger wandering from the fold of God; 
	 he, to rescue me from danger, interposed his precious blood. 
	 O, to grace how great a debtor daily I’m constrained to be! 
	 Let thy goodness, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to thee; 
	 prone to wander, Lord I feel it, prone to leave the God I love; 
	 here’s my heart, O, take and seal it, seal it for thy courts above.

  Second Lesson              Matthew 11:16-30, page 889
	 This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

  Sermon      Yokes, Burdens, Pillows, and Wisdom    The Rev. Leigh Bonner

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

*Hymn insert              Come to Me, O Weary Traveler                       AUSTIN

  Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer                    
	 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
	 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
	 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, 
	 as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 	
	 but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 	
	 power and the glory, forever. Amen.

  Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings

  Offertory                      Improvisation on Austin                   John Coble

	 *Doxology                                                                         Hymn 592
		  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
		  praise him, all creatures here below; 
		  praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
		  praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

	 *Prayer of Dedication
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SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD

*Hymn 419                    How Clear Is Our Vocation                                    REPTON

*Charge and Benediction

*Congregational Response                                       Hymn 540, stanza 1
	 God be with you till we meet again; 
	 Loving counsels guide, uphold you, 
	 with a shepherd’s care enfold you: 
	 God be with you till we meet again.

  Postlude                                Postlude in D                       Healey Willan

Texts and music for hymns and 
sung responses reprinted under 
OneLicense.net #A-714861

A special word of welcome to our guests: thank you for joining us for worship this morning. 
Please fill out the Fellowship Pad so that we may be in touch. We are delighted you are here and 
look forward to seeing you again.

Nursery Play for children 4 years old and younger is available from 9:00 a.m. to 11:15 a.m. during our 
summer worship schedule. Please note that due to renovation of our Children’s Playroom area, Nursery 
Play will be moved to the Children’s Ministry Suite in Room 126 for the summer. You can access this 
room by using the Atrium stairs and walking through the courtyard to the CM Suite OR you can use 
the back stairwell located to the left of the sanctuary down to the church lobby and into the CM Suite.

WORSHIP LEADERS
Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor
The Rev. Leigh Bonner, Interim Associate Pastor
Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist

Lay Reader
Paul Lee

USHERS
Jimbo LaBoon III (head), 
Michelle Clendenen-Shaw, John Simpson

GREETERS
Diane Hartzell, Terry Nestor

FLOWERS
The Sanctuary flowers are given to the glory of 
God and in memory of her mother Marian Alice 
Wendler and John Kenley Carr, by Carol McKay.

JULY FLOWER TEAM
Jennifer Poole (chair), Susan Barrett,
Cathy Crawford, Anne Lane,
Vera Lee-Schoenfeld, Ethelyn Simpson

SUNDAY MORNING MANAGER
Aiden Dowling

TO AID IN WORSHIP
If you need to leave the sanctuary during the 
service, a live video feed is available in the Atrium 
and at 10:00 a.m. is on Facebook and YouTube.
Available in the Narthex or from an usher:
• Personal hearing receivers usable
   anywhere in the sanctuary
• Large-print hymnals, Bibles, bulletins, 
   and hymnsheets
• Sermons from the previous six weeks

CONGREGATIONAL CARE
Prayer requests can be submitted to the church 
office, 706-543-4338, by the Prayer Request 
link on our church website (firstpresathens.org) 
or on the prayer cards in the Fellowship Pads.

NOTES ON THE SERVICE



Summer Choir
Join us for Summer Choir! We will meet in the choir room at 9:15 a.m. on Sundays to rehearse music 
for that morning’s service, and sing at 10:00 a.m. worship service. Our Chancel Choir will be the 
foundation of this group. For more information, contact John Coble at jcoble@firstpresathens.org.

Matthew 25 Lunch & Book Study
July 16 and 30, 11:30-1:30 p.m., Moses Waddel Room

The Matthew 25 Commission invites you to a two-part discussion of A More Just Future, by 
Dolly Chugh. This facilitated discussion will explore themes of confronting our nation’s past and 
building a better future through the lens of Matthew 25. Lunch and childcare will be provided; 
RSVP (tinyurl.com/FPCM25BookStudy) for both will be needed by Tuesdays prior.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

THIS WEEK

Sunday, July 9 - Food Sunday
  9:15 a.m.      Summer Choir Rehearsal, Room 202
10:00 a.m.      Service, The Rev. Leigh Bonner preaching
11:00 a.m.	 Fellowship Refreshments, Atrium
  1:30 p.m.	 Mission & Outreach Commission Meeting, Moses Waddel Room

Monday, July 10
10:00 a.m.	 Congregational Care Commission Meeting via Zoom

Tuesday, July 11
  7:00 a.m.      Our Daily Bread Breakfast, First Baptist Church
10:00 a.m.	 Staff Meeting, Staff Conference Room
12:15 p.m.	 Women’s Small Group, Brides Room
  1:30 p.m.	 Knitting Purls, Parlor

Wednesday, July 12
  9:00 a.m.	 Weekday School Wonderful Wednesday

Thursday, July 13
  5:00 p.m.	 Administration Commission Meeting, Staff Conference Room

Sunday, July 16
  9:15 a.m.      Summer Choir Rehearsal, Room 202
10:00 a.m.      Service, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
11:00 a.m.	 Fellowship Refreshments, Atrium
11:30 a.m.	 Matthew 25 Lunch & Book Study, Moses Waddel Room

Love Notes for Kim
Blank cards are in your bulletin for those wishing to write encouraging notes to Kim and her family, 
which will be delivered to them. Baskets to collect the cards are in the Narthex and in the Atrium. 
For updates on Kim, please check her CaringBridge website at  caringbridge.org/visit/kimness. 
Please keep Kim and her family in your prayers.









FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SESSION

Ryan Baer, Moderator      Pat Waldrip, Clerk of Session

	 Class of 2023	    Class of 2024	 Class of 2025
	 Sarah Bryan 	    Shannon Brooks 	 Lindsay Griffeth
	 Judy Burch 	    Phyllis Crowell 	 Angela Hunt
	 Kent Burel 	    Kemp Gaskill 	 Dan Nadenicek
	 Rod Canfield 	    Denise Horton 	 Karen Phillips
	 Melinda DeMaria 	    Paul Lee 	 Ethelyn Simpson
	 Jim Dove 	    Sharon Logan 	 Jeffrey Trapnell
	 Mark Hopkins 	    Bruce Middendorf 	 Pat Tritt
	 Matt Jones 	    Randy Riner 	 John Turner
	 Robyn McDonald 	    Chuck Toney 	 Pat Waldrip
	 Keith Oelke

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF

             Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor (ryan@firstpresathens.org)
             The Rev. Leigh Bonner, Interim Associate Pastor (lbonner@firstpresathens.org)
             The Rev. Margaret Davis, Parish Associate (margaret@firstpresathens.org)
             Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist (jcoble@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Kim Ness, Director of Youth Ministries (kness@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministries (natalie@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Elaine Johnson, Director of Weekday School (elaine@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Lucy Bell Johnson, Office Administrator (lbell@firstpresathens.org)
             Mr. Paulo Santos, Director of Communications (paulo@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Jennifer Sunderlin, Receptionist/Accounting Assistant (frontdesk@firstpresathens.org)
             Ms. Jennifer Adams, Church Accountant (jadams@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Marcy Fabris, Weekday School Administrative Assistant (wds@firstpresathens.org)
             Ms. Rita Raines, Nursery Coordinator
             Mrs. Charlotte Chromiak, Children’s Music Assistant (charlotteposs@gmail.com)
             Mrs. Madeline Van Dyck, Parish Nurse 
             Mr. Wayne Brock, Sexton


