
June 25, 2023
10:00 a.m.

Fourth Sunday After Pentecost

Please sign and pass the 
Fellowship Pad, making 
note of new and old friends, 
check in on Facebook, and 
follow us on Instagram 
(firstpresathensga).

Praise Ye the Lord, the 
Almighty, a 17th-cen-
tury German hymn, 
employs many phrases 
from the psalms, 
especially Psalms 150 
and 103. The English 
translation is from the 
mid-19th century. The 
hymn has remained 
popular, thanks in part 
to its stirring tune.

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD

Welcome to all who are worshipping with us. As we enter a holy space this morning, please 
silence your cell phone.

  Greeting 		                                                       Psalm 118:24
	 This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!

  Prelude                 Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty      Johann Sebastian Bach

  Words of Welcome

  Song of Gathering                                                  Hymn 229, stanza 1
	 From all that dwell below the skies 
	 let the Creator’s praise arise: Alleluia! Alleluia! 
	 Let the Redeemer’s name be sung 
	 through every land, in every tongue. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
	 Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

  Call to Worship                                                 Adapted from Psalm 91
	 Let we who live with faith in God proclaim,
	 “Lord, You are my refuge and my fortress, my God I will 	
	 trust forever.”
	 Let we who trust in the Lord know that holy love surrounds us.
	 God’s protection will follow us throughout our days.
	 When we call out to the Lord,
	 We know that we are heard.
	 God is with us in every trial and temptation,
	 Therefore we will rejoice in the salvation of the Almighty! Amen!

*Hymn 482        Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty     LOBE DEN HERREN 

*Call to Confession

*Prayer of Confession
	 Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our 	
	 whole hearts and minds and strength. We have not loved our 	
	 neighbors as ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, 	
	 word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have 	
	 not done. Forgive us for what we have been, amend what we 	
	 are, and direct what we shall be to the glory of your name.

*Silent Prayer
	 Lord, have mercy. Amen.

*Assurance of Pardon

In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is 
to create a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 

rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!

*Those who are able may stand.



*Congregational Response                                                      Hymn 579
	 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
	 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
	 world without end. Amen, Amen.

*The Peace
	 Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 
	 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
	 And also with you.

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

  Choral Prayer for Illumination      Eternal Light              Mark Schweizer
	 Eternal Light, shine into our hearts. Eternal Power, be our support. 	
	 Eternal Wisdom, scatter the darkness of our ignorance. Eternal Pity, 	
	 have mercy upon us. That with all our heart and mind and soul and 	
	 strength we may seek your face. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

  First Lesson              Matthew 7:9-10, page 885
	 This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

  Anthem                                 Loving Shepherd                                    J.S. Bach
	 Loving shepherd, comfort and guide us, keep us in thy tender care. 
	 And in thy mercy stay beside us, safely thy lambs now gather, 
	 bring us in faith together, and thy pastures now prepare. 
	 And when I walk with darkness around me, thou art near and I will fear no ill. 
	 So with thy love and kindness surround me, goodness and mercy bringing, 
	 from living water spring, Lord of Love grant me thy comfort still.  

  Second Lesson            Genesis 4:8-11, page 4
	 This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

  Sermon     Everybody Hurts Sometimes: Domestic Abuse     Dr. Ryan Baer

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

*Hymn 374            Lord, Make Us Servants of Your Peace	
                                                                                                  DICKINSON COLLEGE

*Affirmation of Faith               Adapted from A Brief Statement of Faith
	 In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to 	
	 pray without ceasing, to witness among all peoples to Christ 	
	 as Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in church and culture, 	
	 to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, and to work with 	
	 others for justice, freedom, and peace. In gratitude to God, 
	 empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily 	
	 tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for 	
	 God’s new heaven and new earth, praying, Come, Lord Jesus! 	
	 With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing 	
	 in life or in death can separate us from the love of God in 	
	 Christ 	Jesus our Lord. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 	
	 and to the Holy Spirit. Amen.

  Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer                    
	 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
	 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
	 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, 
	 as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 	
	 but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 	
	 power and the glory, forever. Amen.
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At “The Peace,” worshipers 
are invited to greet each 
other by saying, “The 
peace of Christ be with 
you,” and responding, 
“And also with you.”

Lay Reader: 
Lisa Oelke

The anthem is 
arranged from a 
movement from Bach’s 
Cantata 208, usually 
known in English as 
Sheep May Safely Graze. 
This anthem sets a new 
text based on Psalm 23.

Lord, Make Us Servants of 
Your Peace is a paraphrase
of the Prayer of St. 
Francis by James 
Quinn. It is set to a 
tune by Lee Hastings 
Bristol, of the Bris-
tol-Myers family. He 
left the family business 
to become president 
of Westminster Choir 
College in Princeton, 
New Jersey.



You may mail your 
check, set up an automatic 
payment of your estimate 
of giving through your 
bank, or donate online 
using this QR code or at 
firstpresathens.org/
giving. Thank you for 
your generosity.

Before Isaac Watts began 
to Christianize psalms, 
Martin Luther did so. A 
Mighty Fortress Is Our God 
is a paraphrase of Psalm 
46, with text and tune by 
Luther, who encouraged 
the singing of metrical 
psalms.

Texts and music for hymns and 
sung responses reprinted under 
OneLicense.net #A-714861
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  Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings

  Offertory            Improvisation on Dickinson College           John Coble

	 *Doxology                                                                         Hymn 592
		  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
		  praise him, all creatures here below; 
		  praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
		  praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

	 *Prayer of Dedication

SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD

*Hymn 260                 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God              EIN’ FESTE BURG

*Charge and Benediction

*Congregational Response                                               AR HYD Y NOS

	 Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure. 
	 Here you learned how much I love you, what I can cure. 
	 Here you heard my dear Son’s story; 
	 here you touched him, saw his glory. 
	 Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure.

  Postlude                A Mighty Fortress Is Our God           Helmut Walcha

A special word of welcome to our guests: thank you for joining us for worship this morning. 
Please fill out the Fellowship Pad so that we may be in touch. We are delighted you are here and 
look forward to seeing you again.

Nursery Play for children 4 years old and younger is available from 9:00 a.m. to 11:15 a.m. during our 
summer worship schedule. Please note that due to renovation of our Children’s Playroom area, Nursery 
Play will be moved to the Children’s Ministry Suite in Room 126 for the summer. You can access this 
room by using the Atrium stairs and walking through the courtyard to the CM Suite OR you can use 
the back stairwell located to the left of the sanctuary down to the church lobby and into the CM Suite.

WORSHIP LEADERS
Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor
The Rev. Leigh Bonner, Interim Associate Pastor
Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist

Lay Reader
Lisa Oelke

USHERS
Jimbo LaBoon III (head), 
Jim Dove, John Simpson

GREETERS
Tom and Susan Landrum

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN
Bryan Owens

SUNDAY MORNING MANAGER
Paulo Santos

JUNE FLOWER TEAM
Rosemary Stancil (chair), Tootsie Adams, 
Susan Banister, Page Pate

FLOWERS
The Sanctuary flowers are given to the glory of 
God and in celebration of John and Carey Walden’s 
55th wedding anniversary by their family.

TO AID IN WORSHIP
If you need to leave the sanctuary during the 
service, a live video feed is available in the Atrium 
and at 10:00 a.m. is on Facebook and YouTube.
Available in the Narthex or from an usher:
• Personal hearing receivers usable
   anywhere in the sanctuary
• Large-print hymnals, Bibles, bulletins, 
   and hymnsheets
• Sermons from the previous six weeks

CONGREGATIONAL CARE
Prayer requests can be submitted to the church 
office, 706-543-4338, by the Prayer Request 
link on our church website (firstpresathens.org) 
or on the prayer cards in the Fellowship Pads.

NOTES ON THE SERVICE
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THIS WEEK

Sunday, June 25
  9:15 a.m.      Summer Choir Rehearsal, Room 202
10:00 a.m.      Service, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
11:00 a.m.	 Fellowship Refreshments, Atrium
11:00 a.m.	 Men’s Bible Class, Bride’s Room
11:30 a.m.      Everybody Hurts (Sometimes): Domestic Abuse, Moses Waddel Room
11:30 a.m.	 Godly Play Training, Fellowship Hall

Monday, June 26
  2:00 p.m.	 Lay Caller Meeting via Zoom

Tuesday, June 27
12:15 p.m.	 Women’s Small Group, Brides Room
  1:30 p.m.	 Knitting Purls, Parlor
  6:00 p.m.	 Stephen Minister Small Group Meeting, Room 301

Sunday, July 2 - Communion Sunday
  9:15 a.m.      Summer Choir Rehearsal, Room 202
10:00 a.m.      Service, Rev. Margaret Davis preaching
11:00 a.m.	 Fellowship Refreshments, Atrium
11:00 a.m.	 Men’s Bible Class, Bride’s Room

Summer Choir
Join us for Summer Choir! We will meet in the choir room at 9:15 a.m. on Sundays to rehearse music 
for that morning’s service, and sing at 10:00 a.m. worship service. Our Chancel Choir will be the 
foundation of this group. For more information, contact John Coble at jcoble@firstpresathens.org.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
FOOD SUNDAY, JULY 9
You may bring donations of saltine crackers, 
hamburger helper, and 1lbs plain white rice 
to church on Sunday, July 9. You may also bring 
food to the church office until Friday, July 7.  

Alternatively, you may take your donations 
directly to the Athens Area Emergency Food 
Bank 9:00 a.m. - noon, Monday-Friday at 640 
Barber Street, Athens, 30601. Please put supplies 
on loading dock at far end of building. Thanks 
for your donations in June - our neighbors in 
need are grateful!

MEN’S BIBLE CLASS
The Men’s Bible Class will meet today and July 
2 at 11:00 a.m., then will take a Summer break 
until we go back to our regular two-service 
schedule on September 10. They meet in the 
Bride’s Room in the Tinsley Stern building.

ACCA DELIVERY DRIVER NEEDS
Our friends from ACCA (Athens Community 
Council on Aging) need drivers for their summer 
programs. For details and to volunteer, please 
contact Ezra Schley at eschley@accaging.org or 
call (706) 549-4850.

Matthew 25 Lunch & Book Study
July 16 and 30, 11:30-1:30 p.m., Moses Waddel Room

The Matthew 25 Commission invites you to a two-part discussion of A More Just Future, by 
Dolly Chugh. This facilitated discussion will explore themes of confronting our nation’s past and 
building a better future through the lens of Matthew 25. Lunch and childcare will be provided; 
RSVP (tinyurl.com/FPCM25BookStudy) for both will be needed by Tuesdays prior.



“Everybody Hurts (Sometimes)”
Sundays in June: Worship at 10:00 a.m., Sunday School at 11:30 a.m.

Today, you are invited to join us for our last session of “Everybody Hurts (Sometimes),” a 
series of sermons and Sunday school classes around four topics: divorce, suicide, addiction, 
and domestic abuse. People may be wondering what the church has to say about these difficult 
topics. To that end, worship in June will focus on the theological and spiritual aspects of the 
pastoral care topics covered in the Sunday school sessions. The Sunday school class will be a safe 
and confidential space. A Stephen Minister or Elder will facilitate conversation with selected 
congregation members and guest speakers who have been affected by these topics. Participants 
will have the opportunity to ask questions and engage with the speakers. Come to gain more 
knowledge about these issues and awareness of how you can care for yourself and others.

Sunday, June 25, 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m., Moses Waddel Room 
Domestic Abuse

Today, we will cover the hidden topic of domestic violence. According to the National 
Coalition Against Domestic Violence, domestic violence is the willful intimidation, physical 
assault, battery, sexual assault, and/or other abusive behavior as part of a systematic pattern of 
power and control perpetrated by one intimate partner against another. 1 in 4 women and 1 
in 10 men in the United States are victims or survivors of domestic violence. Odds are that 
someone you know has experienced or is experiencing abuse. 

Sadly, the church has often been a place of silence around domestic abuse. We are here to tell the 
truth about this hidden epidemic. Joan Prittie, Executive Director of Project Safe, will provide general 
information about this topic, as well as local resources. Parish Nurse Madeline Van Dyck will facilitate a 
conversation with our speakers, Susannah M. Griffith, Ph.D. and church member Anne Marie Miller.

We encourage anyone to attend who would like to know more about domestic violence from a 
clinical and theological perspective, and how to care for those within and outside of the church 
who have experienced or are experiencing domestic abuse.

Speakers:
Susannah M. Griffith, Ph.D., is a writer and scholar who works in between the piles of blocks 
and baby dolls on her living room floor. Her paid job is Assistant Professor of Biblical Studies at 
Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical Seminary in Elkhart, Indiana. She also serves as Interim Assistant 
Pastor at Keller Park Church. Raised in Atlanta, Susannah is passionate about reclaiming the 
Bible as a Word that speaks life and freedom to us whatever struggles we may encounter. She’s 
the author of Leaving Silence: Sexualized Violence, the Bible and Standing with Survivors, as well as 
a forthcoming book on forgiveness and trauma. Born a predestined Presbyterian and now a 
convinced Anabaptist, Susannah is grateful to share the mission of seeking God’s just peace. 
Susannah shares life with her three young girls and her husband, Michael.

Anne Marie Miller, who joined FPC in February by transfer from Decatur Presbyterian 
Church, has worked to help people throughout her life. Following the model of her mother 
and grandparents, she has been an active member of her church, doing both hands-on and 
administrative work. Anne Marie worked in Gwinnett County high schools from 1994-2020, 
as well as leading peer support groups for mothers with young babies starting in 1979. In all these 
experiences, she has found she needs to be familiar with how domestic violence/abuse can affect 
the work she does and the people she is interacting with.



Recommendations for Elders
The Nominations and Elections Committee encourages your participation in the process for 
nominating Elders. Elders should be persons of faith, dedication, and good judgment. Their 
manner of life should be a demonstration of the Christian Gospel, both within the church and 
in the world at large.

Please e-mail your suggestions to Keith Oelke, Chair of the Nominations and Elections Committee, 
at keithmoelke@gmail.com. You can also fill out the form in the website (www.firstpresathens.org).

Current Elders:
(Not eligible for recommendation)

I prayerfully recommend the following for Elder:

Members of the Nominations and Elections Committee are Keith Oelke (Chair), Denise Horton (Vice 
Chair), Jayne Bailey, Matt Bishop, Tommy Jackson, Leslie Trier.

Name				           Reasons

Name				           Reasons

Name				           Reasons

Name				           Reasons

Name				           Reasons

	 Class of 2023	    Class of 2024	 Class of 2025
	 Sarah Bryan 	    Shannon Brooks 	 Lindsay Griffeth
	 Judy Burch 	    Phyllis Crowell 	 Angela Hunt
	 Kent Burel 	    Kemp Gaskill 	 Dan Nadenicek
	 Rod Canfield 	    Denise Horton 	 Karen Phillips
	 Melinda DeMaria 	    Paul Lee 	 Ethelyn Simpson
	 Jim Dove 	    Sharon Logan 	 Jeffrey Trapnell
	 Mark Hopkins 	    Bruce Middendorf 	 Pat Tritt
	 Matt Jones 	    Randy Riner 	 John Turner
	 Robyn McDonald 	    Chuck Toney 	 Pat Waldrip
	 Keith Oelke
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF

             Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor (ryan@firstpresathens.org)
             The Rev. Leigh Bonner, Interim Associate Pastor (lbonner@firstpresathens.org)
             The Rev. Margaret Davis, Parish Associate (margaret@firstpresathens.org)
             Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist (jcoble@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Kim Ness, Director of Youth Ministries (kness@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministries (natalie@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Elaine Johnson, Director of Weekday School (elaine@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Lucy Bell Johnson, Office Administrator (lbell@firstpresathens.org)
             Mr. Paulo Santos, Director of Communications (paulo@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Jennifer Sunderlin, Receptionist/Accounting Assistant (frontdesk@firstpresathens.org)
             Ms. Jennifer Adams, Church Accountant (jadams@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Marcy Fabris, Weekday School Administrative Assistant (wds@firstpresathens.org)
             Ms. Rita Raines, Nursery Coordinator
             Mrs. Charlotte Chromiak, Children’s Music Assistant (charlotteposs@gmail.com)
             Mrs. Madeline Van Dyck, Parish Nurse 
             Mr. Wayne Brock, Sexton


