First|Presbyterian Church/Athens

In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is
to create a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!

June 18, 2023
10:00 a.m.
Third Sunday After Pentecost

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD

Welcome to all who are worshipping with us. As we enter a holy space this morning, please
silence your cell phone.

Greeting Psalm 118:24
This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!

Prelude  If Thou but Tiust in God to Guide Thee ~ Johann Sebastian Bach

Words of Welcome

Song of Gathering Hymn 229, stanza 1
From all that dwell below the skies
let the Creator’s praise arise: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Let the Redeemer’s name be sung
through every land, in every tongue. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Call to Worship
Family of God, we come to this place in need of healing, whether we
notice it yet or not. Let us recall those times when we laid aside our illusions
of strength and might and recognized that God is God and we are not:
We admitted we were powerless, that our lives were unmanageable.
God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.
We came to believe that a power greater than ourselves could
restore us to sanity.
Therefore, we will not fear though the earth should change, though
the mountains shake in the heart of the sea; though its waters roar
and foam, though the mountains tremble with its tumult.
We made a decision to turn our will and our lives over to the
care of God, as we understand God.
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy
habitation of the Most High. God is in the midst of it, it shall not be
moved; God will help right early.
We made a searching and fearless inventory of ourselves. We
admitted to God, to ourselves, and to another human being
the exact nature of our wrongs.
Come, behold the works of the Lord.

*Hymn 263 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise ST. DENIO

*Call to Confession

*Those who are able may stand.

Please sign and pass the
Fellowship Pad, making
note of new and old friends,
check in on Facebook, and
Sfollow us on Instagram
(firstpresathensga).

The liturgy is adapted
from Celebrating

the Miracle: Worship
Resources for Addiction
Auwareness Services,
Presbyterians for
Addiction Action
(PAA), A ministry
network of the
Presbyterian Health,
Education & Welfare
Association (PHEWA),
www.pcusa.org/phew

“To the King of the
ages, immortal, in-
visible, the only God,
be honor and glory
forever and ever.”

(I Timothy, 1:17) is
the basis for Immortal
Invisible, God Only
Wise. The rollicking
Welsh melody moves
in three-note units.



At “The Peace,” worshipers
are invited to greet each
other by saying, “The
peace of Christ be with
you,” and responding,
“And also with you.”

Lay Reader:
Dan Nadenicek

The anthem is a text
by Frederick William
Faber, written in
1854, set to music by
20th-century Ameri-
can composer Calvin
Hampton.

Limited by illness at the
age of 32, Charlotte El-
liott’s Christianity was
questioned by Swiss
evangelist Dr. Cesar
Malan. Elliott resented
the question, but later
apologized, saying she
didn’t know how to
come to Christ. Malan
responded, “Come to
him just as you are.”
She later wrote Just

As I Am, Without One
Plea, which helped her
achieve and express a
sense of worth.
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*Prayer of Confession

God, we confess our lack of power. We sometimes feel helpless,
alone and weak. We realize that we know only a little, and each
time we try to do everything on our own, we fail. We need your
power. We want to rely on you daily to guide us to do the things
that are necessary for our life. We want your power to be ours,
so that we can stand strong in your world. We need to be reassured
that death to our old ways need not be feared and that true life
is found in you.

*Silent Prayer
Lord, have mercy. Amen.

* Assurance of Pardon

*Congregational Response Hymn 579
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, Amen.

*The Peace
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

Choral Prayer for Illumination  Eternal Light Mark Schweizer
Eternal Light, shine into our hearts. Eternal Power, be our support.
Eternal Wisdom, scatter the darkness of our ignorance. Eternal Pity,
have mercy upon us. That with all our heart and mind and soul and
strength we may seck your face. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

First Lesson Psalm 121, page 560
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Anthem There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy Calvin Hampton
There’s a wideness in God’s mercy like the wideness of the sea;
there’s a kindness in his justice, which is more than liberty.
There is welcome for the sinner, and more graces for the good;
there 1s mercy with the Savior; there is healing in his blood.
There is no place where earths’ sorrows are more felt than up in heaven;
there 1s no place where earth’s failings have such kindly judgment given.
There 1s plentiful redemption in the blood that has been shed,;
there 1s joy for all the members in the sorrows up the Head.
For the love of God is broader than the measure of the mind;
and the heart of the Eternal is most wonderfully kind.
If our love were but more faithful, we should take him at his word;
and our life would be thanksgiving for the goodness of the Lord.

Second Lesson Mark 9:17-29, page 921
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Sermon Everybody Hurts Sometimes: Addiction Dr. Ryan Baer

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

*Hymn 370 Just as I Am, Without One Plea WOODWORTH

*Litany of Commitment
In view of the social impact of substance abuse, we as Presbyterians accept
the challenges of conscience and informed responsibility, for ourselves
and others in faith and action. Individuals are asked to prayerfully explore
their substance use behaviors and make decisions about personal substance
use based on our church’s confessions and teachings.



We will spend time this week in prayer, individually and with
members of our households, asking for guidance and support for
our family, our congregation, and our denomination.

The General Assembly urges the following guide: Abstinence from
manufacture, sale, purchase, possession, or use of illicit drugs. Restraint
in use of over-the-counter drug preparations, caffeine, and the emotional
use of food.

We will reflect on the use of substances in our life and in our
household.

Study and reaffirmation of General Assembly positions on abstinence and
appropriate use of alcohol, as well as the abstinence from tobacco products,
are encouraged.

We will share our faith decisions and reflections on substance abuse
with others in relationships of trust and respect. The elements
of healing include honesty, confession, repentance, forgiveness
and faithful action.

Recognizing our responsibility to the wider community, we are prepared
to confront, challenge and report substance abuse, manufacture, sale,
purchase and possession.

During this week, our prayers will be directed to all who suffer
from addictions. We will ask for guidance and direction, and we
will review our own behavior.

In honesty and humility, have you responded to God’s love and wisdom
for yourself and others regarding the use of alcohol, tobacco and other
substances?

To heal the hurt of substance abuse, its pain, violence, alienation,
and despair, we pledge our help to speak aloud the words of grace.
Amen.

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings

Offertory St. Helena David Lasky
*Doxology Hymn 592 .
. . You may mail your
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; check, set up an automatic
praise him, all creatures here below; payment qu()m/ estimate
praise him above, ye heavenly host; of giving through your

bank, or donate online
using this QR code or at
*Prayer of Dedication firstpresathens.org|
giving. Thank you _for
your generosity.

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD
If Thou but Trust in God to

*Hymn 282 If Thou but Trust in God to Guide Thee Guide Thee is a testimony
WER NUR DEN LIEBEN GOTT of experience, based on
*Charge and Benediction Psalm 55:22. The author
. and composer wrote the
*Congregational Response ARHYDYNOS | homp in thanksgiving
Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure. for finding employment
Here you learned how much I love you, what I can cure. weeks after being left al-
Here you heard my dear Son’s story; most penniless following
here you touched him, saw his glory. a robbety.
Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure. Texts and music for hymns and

sung responses reprinted under

Postlude Improvisation: If Thou but Tiust in God to Guide Thee John Coble | OneLicense.net #4-714861




A special word of welcome to our guests: thank you for joining us for worship this morning.
Please fill out the Fellowship Pad so that we may be in touch. We are delighted you are here and
look forward to seeing you again.

Nursery Play for children 4 years old and younger is available from 9:00 a.m. to 11:15 a.m.
during our summer worship schedule. Please note that due to renovation of our Children’s Playroom
area, Nursery Play will be moved to the Children’s Ministry Suite in Room 126 for the summer.
You can access this room by using the Atrium stairs and walking through the courtyard to the CM
Suite OR you can use the back stairwell located to the left of the sanctuary down to the church
lobby and into the CM Suite.

NOTES ON THE SERVICE

WORSHIP LEADERS

Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor

The Rev. Leigh Bonner, Interim Associate Pastor
Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist

Lay Reader
Dan Nadenicek

USHERS
Jimbo LaBoon III (head),
Mary Peace, John Simpson

GREETER
Carol McKay

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN
Bryan Owens

SUNDAY MORNING MANAGER
Aiden Dowling

FLOWERS
The Sanctuary flowers are given to the glory of God
and in Memory of Michael Peace by Mary Peace.

JUNE FLOWER TEAM
Rosemary Stancil (chair), Tootsie Adams,
Susan Banister, Page Pate

TO AID IN WORSHIP

If you need to leave the sanctuary during the

service, a live video feed is available in the Atrium

and at 10:00 a.m. is on Facebook and YouTube.

Available in the Narthex or from an usher:

* Personal hearing receivers usable
anywhere in the sanctuary

* Large-print hymnals, Bibles, bulletins,
and hymnsheets

* Sermons from the previous six weeks

CONGREGATIONAL CARE

Prayer requests can be submitted to the church
office, 706-543-4338, by the Prayer Request
link on our church website (firstpresathens.org)
or on the prayer cards in the Fellowship Pads.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

STEPHEN MINISTRY
Know someone who has suffered a loss or 1is
going through a difficult time? Here’s a great
way you can help them — tell them about our
Stephen Ministry! Contact:

Susan Boatwright, boatwrightsusan@gmail.com
706-255-2250

Margaret Davis: margaret@firstpresathens.org,
706-206-9896

Becky Hartman,hartmanbecky494@gmail.com
706-254-4504

Lisa Ocelke: lisakoelke@gmail.com, 706-540-4251

OUR DAILY BREAD

Volunteers from FPC provide and serve meals to our
neighbors in need monthly at First Baptist Church:
lunch on the first Wednesday, and breakfast on the
second and fourth Tuesdays. For details and to help,
please contact Ann Dunn atanndunn8@gmail.com
or Fran Lane at fjlane@uga.edu.

ACCA DELIVERY DRIVER NEEDS

Our friends from ACCA (Athens Community
Council on Aging) need drivers for their summer
programs. For details and to volunteer, please

contact Ezra Schley at eschley@accaging.org or
call (706) 549-4850.



Godly Play Training Opportunity

First Pres Children’s Ministry will be hosting our third Godly Play Core Training Friday-Sunday, June
23-25. Our Children’s Ministry continues to grow, which means we need to expand our team. If you
are interested in learning more about Godly Play and this wonderful training opportunity, please contact
Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministry, at natalie@firstpresathens.org or call 706-543-4338.
We would love to have you join our team and our sweet Children’s Ministry Circle of Wonder!

Summer Choir

Join us for Summer Choir! We will meet in the choir room at 9:15 a.m. on Sundays to rehearse music
for that morning’s service, and sing at 10:00 a.m. worship service. Our Chancel Choir will be the
foundation of this group. For more information, contact John Coble at jcoble@firstpresathens.org.

Matthew 25 Lunch & Book Study
July 16 and 30, 11:30-1:30 p.m., Moses Waddel Room

The Matthew 25 Commission invites you to a two-part discussion of A More Just Future, by
Dolly Chugh. This facilitated discussion will explore themes of confronting our nation’s past and
building a better future through the lens of Matthew 25. Lunch and childcare will be provided;
RSVP (tinyurl.com/FPCM25BookStudy) for both will be needed by Tuesdays prior.

THIS WEEK

Sunday, June 18
9:15 a.m. Summer Choir Rehearsal, Room 202
10:00 a.m.  Service, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
11:00 a.m.  Fellowship Refreshments, Atrium
11:30 a.m.  Everybody Hurts (Sometimes): Addiction, Moses Waddel Room

Monday, June 19 - Juneteenth, Church Office Closed

Tuesday, June 20
12:15 p.m.  Women’s Small Group, Brides Room
1:30 p.m.  Knitting Purls, Parlor
5:30 p.m.  Matthew 25 Commission Meeting, Staff Conference Room

Wednesday, June 21
9:00a.m.  Wecekday School Wonderful Wednesday
10:00 a.m.  Staff Meeting, Staff Conference Room

Thursday, June 22
7:00 a.m. Our Daily Bread Breakfast, Athens First Baptist Church

Friday, June 23 - Saturday, June 24
9:00 a.m. Godly Play Training, Fellowship Hall

Sunday, June 25
9:15 a.m. Summer Choir Rehearsal, Room 202
10:00 a.m.  Service, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
11:00 a.m.  Fellowship Refreshments, Atrium
11:30 a.m.  Everybody Hurts (Sometimes): Domestic Abuse, Moses Waddel Room
11:30 a.m.  Godly Play Training, Fellowship Hall
1:30 p.m.  Mission & Outreach Commission Meeting, Moses Waddel Room
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“Everybody Hurts (Sometimes)”’
Sundays in June: Worship at 10:00 a.m., Sunday School at 11:30 a.m.

In June, you are invited to join us for “Everybody Hurts (Sometimes),” a series of sermons and Sunday
school classes around four topics: divorce, suicide, addiction (June 18), and domestic abuse (June
25). People may be wondering what the church has to say about these difficult topics. To that end,
worship in June will focus on the theological and spiritual aspects of the pastoral care topics covered in
the Sunday school sessions. The Sunday school class will be a safe and confidential space. A Stephen
Minister or Elder will facilitate conversation with selected congregation members and guest speakers
who have been affected by these topics. Participants will have the opportunity to ask questions and
engage with the speakers. Come to gain more knowledge about these issues and awareness of how you
can care for yourself and others. Light lunch and childcare will be provided while you are at Sunday
school; RSVP (tinyurl.com/FPCEverybodyHurts) for both will be needed by Wednesdays prior.

Today, Sunday, June 18, 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m., Moses Waddel Room
Addiction

This Sunday, we will discuss addiction from the perspective of addicts, counselors, and family
members who love and live with addicts. You likely have someone in your life — a friend, family
member, coworker, or even yourself —who struggles with addiction. FPC elder Robyn McDonald
will facilitate a conversation with our panelists that will shed light on what addiction really looks like,
beyond what we see in popular culture. Our panelists will help us understand how we can care for
ourselves and each other in a culture of addiction, sharing how they have found hope and healing.

Sunday, June 25, 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m., Moses Waddel Room
Domestic Abuse

Next week, we will cover the hidden topic of domestic violence. According to the National
Coalition Against Domestic Violence, domestic violence is the willful intimidation, physical
assault, battery, sexual assault, and/or other abusive behavior as part of a systematic pattern of
power and control perpetrated by one intimate partner against another. 1 in 4 women and 1
in 10 men in the United States are victims or survivors of domestic violence. Odds are that
someone you know has experienced or is experiencing abuse.

Sadly, the church has often been a place of silence around domestic abuse. We are here to tell the
truth about this hidden epidemic. Joan Prittie, Executive Director of Project Safe, will provide general
information about this topic, as well as local resources. Parish Nurse Madeline Van Dyck will facilitate a
conversation with our speakers, Susannah M. Griffith, Ph.D. and church member Anne Marie Miller.

‘We encourage anyone to attend who would like to know more about domestic violence from a
clinical and theological perspective, and how to care for those within and outside of the church
who have experienced or are experiencing domestic abuse.

Speakers:
Susannah M. Griffith, Ph.D., isa writer and scholar who works in between the piles of blocks

and baby dolls on her living room floor. Her paid job is Assistant Professor of Biblical Studies at
Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical Seminary in Elkhart, Indiana. She also serves as Interim Assistant
Pastor at Keller Park Church. Raised in Atlanta, Susannah is passionate about reclaiming the
Bible as a Word that speaks life and freedom to us whatever struggles we may encounter. She’s
the author of Leaving Silence: Sexualized Violence, the Bible and Standing with Survivors, as well as
a forthcoming book on forgiveness and trauma. Born a predestined Presbyterian and now a
convinced Anabaptist, Susannah is grateful to share the mission of seeking God’s just peace.
Susannah shares life with her three young girls and her husband, Michael.

Anne Marie Miller, who joined FPC in February by transfer from Decatur Presbyterian
Church, has worked to help people throughout her life. Following the model of her mother
and grandparents, she has been an active member of her church, doing both hands-on and
administrative work. Anne Marie worked in Gwinnett County high schools from 1994-2020,
as well as leading peer support groups for mothers with young babies starting in 1979. In all these
experiences, she has found she needs to be familiar with how domestic violence/abuse can affect
T the work she does and the people she is interacting with. B




Recommendations for Elders

The Nominations and Elections Committee encourages your participation in the process for
nominating Elders. Elders should be persons of faith, dedication, and good judgment. Their
manner of life should be a demonstration of the Christian Gospel, both within the church and
in the world at large.

Please e-mail your suggestions to Keith Oelke, Chair of the Nominations and Elections Committee,
at keithmoelke@gmail.com. You can also fill out the form in the website (www.firstpresathens.org).

Current Elders:
(Not eligible for recommendation)

Crass oF 2023 CLass oF 2024 Crass oF 2025
Sarah Bryan Shannon Brooks Lindsay Grifteth
Judy Burch Phyllis Crowell Angela Hunt
Kent Burel Kemp Gaskill Dan Nadenicek
Rod Canfield Denise Horton Karen Phillips
Melinda DeMaria Paul Lee Ethelyn Simpson
Jim Dove Sharon Logan Jeffrey Trapnell
Mark Hopkins Bruce Middendorf Pat Tritt

Matt Jones Randy Riner John Turner
Robyn McDonald Chuck Toney Pat Waldrip
Keith Oclke

[ prayerfully recommend the following for Elder:

Name Reasons
Name Reasons
Name Reasons
Name Reasons
Name Reasons

Members of the Nominations and Elections Committee are Keith Oelke (Chair), Denise Horton (Vice
Chair), Jayne Bailey, Matt Bishop, Tommy Jackson, Leslie Trier.



Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise

ST. DENIO

Walter Chalmers Smith, 1867; alt. 1987
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Welsh folk melody
Adapted in Caniadau y Cyssegr, 1839
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1. Im - mor -tal, in - vis - 1 - ble, God on - ly wise,
2. Un - rest - ing, un - hast-ing, and si - lent as light,
3. To all, lkfe Thou giv - est, to both great and small;
4. Thou reign-est in glo - ry, Thou rul - est in light,
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In light in - ac - ces - si - ble hid from our eyes,
Nor want - ing, nor wast - ing, Thou  rul - est in might;
In all life Thou liv - est, the true  life of all;
Thine an - gels a - dore Thee, all veil - ing  their sight;
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Most bless - ed, most glo - rious, the An - cient of Days,
Thy jus - tice like  moun-tains high soar -ing a - bove
We blos - som and flour - ish  like leaves on  the tree,
All praise we would ren - der; O help us to see
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Al - might -y, vic - to - rious, Thy great name we praise.
Thy  clouds, which are foun - tains  of good - ness  and love,
Then with - er and per - ish; but -~ naught chang-eth Thee.
"Tis on - ly the splen-dor  of light hid - eth Thee!
e - ..IF.. D
= p— ; ; i i 4}‘7 i; | |

T

i I

I | |



Just as I Am, Without One Plea

WOODWORTH LM
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William Batcheider Bradbury, 1849

Charlotte Elliott, 1834 Harm. The Hymnbook, 1955
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1. Just as I am, with - out one plea But that Thy
2. Just as I am, though tossed a - bout With man - ya
3, Just as I am, Thou wilt re - ceive, Wilt  wel - come,
4. Just as I am, Thy love un-knownHas bro - Kken
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blood was  shed for me, And that  Thou biddest me
con - flict, man - ya doubt, Fight - ings and fears with -
par - don, cleanse, & - lieve; Be - cause Thy prom - ise
ev - ery bar - rier down, Now to be Thine, yea,
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come to Thee,
in, with - Out, 5 Lamb of God, . come, I come!
I be - lieve,
Thine a - lone,
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Music: Harmonization copyright, MCMLY, by John Ribble; renewed 1983; from The Hymnbook, published by Westminster Press,



Georg Neumark, 1657

If Thou but Trust in God to Guide Thee 282

WER NUR DEN LIEBEN GOTT

Trans. Catherine Winkworth, 1855, 1863; alt. 1987
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Georg Neumark, 1657
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1. If thou but trust in God to guide thee, With hope - ful
2. On - ly be still, and wait God’s lei- sure In cheer-ful
3. Sing, pray, and swerve not from God’s ways, But do thine
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heart through ail thy ways, God will give strength, what-e'er be - tide thee,
hope, with heart con-tent To take what-e’er . thy Keep-er's plea - sure
own part faith-ful - ly; Trustthe rich prom - is - es of grace,
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To bear thee through the e - wvil days Who trusts in God’s un -
And all - dis - cern - ing love hath sent. No doubtour in - most
So shallthey be  ful - filled in  thee. God nev -er yet for -
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chang - ing love Buildson the rock, that nought can move.
wants are clear To One who holds wus al ways dear.
sock at  need The soul se - cured by trust in - deed.
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SESSION

Ryan Baer, Moderator

CLaAss OF 2023
Sarah Bryan

Judy Burch

Kent Burel

Rod Canfield
Melinda DeMaria
Jim Dove

Mark Hopkins
Matt Jones
Robyn McDonald
Keith Oelke

Curass oF 2024
Shannon Brooks
Phyllis Crowell
Kemp Gaskill
Denise Horton
Paul Lee

Sharon Logan
Bruce Middendorf
Randy Riner
Chuck Toney

Pat Waldrip, Clerk of Session

CLaAss OF 2025
Lindsay Griffeth
Angela Hunt
Dan Nadenicek
Karen Phillips
Ethelyn Simpson
Jeffrey Trapnell
Pat Tritt

John Turner

Pat Waldrip

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF

Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor (ryan@firstpresathens.org)

The Rev. Leigh Bonner, Interim Associate Pastor (Ibonner@firstpresathens.org)
The Rev. Margaret Davis, Parish Associate (margaret@firstpresathens.org)

Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist (jcoble@firstpresathens.org)

Mrs. Kim Ness, Director of Youth Ministries (kness@firstpresathens.org)

Mrs. Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministries (natalie@firstpresathens. org)
Mrs. Elaine Johnson, Director of Weekday School (elaine@firstpresathens. org)
Mrs. Lucy Bell Johnson, Office Administrator (lbell@firstpresathens. org)

Mr. Paulo Santos, Director of Communications (paulo@firstpresathens.org)

Mrs. Jennifer Sunderlin, Receptionist/Accounting Assistant (frontdesk @frstpresathens. org)
Ms. Jennifer Adams, Church Accountant (jadams@firstpresathens. org)

Mrs. Marcy Fabris, Weekday School Administrative Assistant (wds@furstpresathens.org)
Ms. Rita Raines, Nursery Coordinator
Mrs. Charlotte Chromiak, Children’s Music Assistant (charlotteposs@gmail.com)
Mrs. Madeline Van Dyck, Parish Nurse

Mr. Wayne Brock, Sexton




