
June 4, 2023
10:00 a.m.

Trinity Sunday

Please sign and pass the 
Fellowship Pad, making 
note of new and old friends, 
check in on Facebook, and 
follow us on Instagram 
(firstpresathensga).

Much of the imagery 
of Holy, Holy, Holy! 
Lord God Almighty! 
comes from Revelation 
4, which the author, an 
Anglican bishop, knew 
as a reading for Trinity 
Sunday. The tune was 
written specifically for 
this text.

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD

Welcome to all who are worshipping with us. As we enter a holy space this morning, please 
silence your cell phone.

  Greeting 		                                                       Psalm 118:24
	 This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!

  Prelude                               Praise to the Lord                       David Cherwien

  Words of Welcome

  Blessing for Children and Youth Ministries

  Song of Gathering                                                             HOLY MANNA
	 All who hunger, gather gladly; holy manna is our bread. 
	 Come from wilderness and wandering. 
	 Here, in truth, we will be fed.
	 You that year for days of fullness, all around us is our food. 
	 Taste and see the grace eternal. Taste and see that God is good.

  Call to Worship                                                                     
	 God is love,
	 and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them.
	 O Give thanks, for the Lord is good.
	 God’s steadfast love endures forever.

*Hymn 138          Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty                 NICEA

*Call to Confession

*Prayer of Confession
	 Merciful God, we fail to live by your word and do not keep faith 
	 with you or one another. Take the promises that lie broken on 	
	 the floors of our lives. Sweep them away, or make of the shards 	
	 a new design. Turn us back to you until good intentions become 
	 deeds of justice and love. To turn will be our delight, for in 	
	 turning, we return to you and to one another, a new creation in 
	 Jesus Christ, through whom we pray.

*Silent Prayer
	 Lord, have mercy. Amen.

*Assurance of Pardon

In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is 
to create a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 

rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!

*Those who are able please stand.



*Congregational Response                                                      Hymn 579
	 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
	 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
	 world without end. Amen, Amen.

*The Peace
	 Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 
	 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
	 And also with you. 

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

  Choral Prayer for Illumination      Eternal Light              Mark Schweizer
	 Eternal Light, shine into our hearts. Eternal Power, be our support. 	
	 Eternal Wisdom, scatter the darkness of our ignorance. Eternal Pity, 	
	 have mercy upon us. That with all our heart and mind and soul and 	
	 strength we may seek your face. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

  First Lesson                 Matthew 19:1-8, page 898
	 This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

  Second Lesson            Colossians 3:12-17, page 1075
	 This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

  Sermon                Everybody Hurts (Sometimes): Divorce      Dr. Ryan Baer

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

*Hymn 261    God of Compassion, in Mercy Befriend Us   O QUANTA QUALIA

*Litany
	 Holy God, fount of grace, you are the source of our being and the 	
	 wellspring of our redemption. Pour out your Spirit upon us this day, and
	 especially on those whose marriage has come to an end through divorce.
	 Where hearts are broken, grant your healing. Where trust is 	
	 eroded, restore good faith. Where bitterness has taken root, 	
	 plant seeds of forgiveness. Do not let anger destroy us, but 	
	 teach us to love as you have loved us, even after marriage ends.
	 Look upon them, O Lord, as a new phase of life begins. Uphold their 	
	 families with your grace. Strengthen them by your Spirit, and renew 	
	 them in the hope of your new creation, where peace will reign, and all 	
	 people will be reconciled to you and to one another. In the name of 	
	 Jesus Christ, our Savior, we pray. Amen.

  Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings

  Offertory                          Bread of the World                 Richard Shephard
	 Bread of the world, in mercy broken, wine of the soul, in mercy shed, 
	 by whom the words of life were spoken, and in whose death our sins are dead.
	 Look on the heart by sorrow broken, look on the tears by sinners shed 
	 and be thy feast to us the token that by thy grace our souls are fed.

	 *Doxology                                                                        Hymn 592
		  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
		  praise him, all creatures here below; 
		  praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
		  praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

	 *Prayer of Dedication
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At “The Peace,” worshipers 
are invited to greet each 
other by saying, “The 
peace of Christ be with 
you,” and responding, 
“And also with you.”

Lay Reader: 
Matt Bishop

By ending with 
questions rather than 
affirmations, God of 
Compassion, in Mercy 
Befriend Us conveys a 
strong sense of faith 
in God’s presence 
and guidance without 
ignoring how the future 
remains unknown. It 
is set to a 17th-century 
French tune.

You may mail your 
check, set up an automatic 
payment of your estimate 
of giving through your 
bank, or donate online 
using this QR code or at 
firstpresathens.org/
giving. Thank you for 
your generosity.



The musical setting of 
the communion liturgy 
is based on the Ameri-
can folk hymn LAND 
OF REST, arranged 
by American composer 
Richard Proulx.
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  Sacrament of Holy Communion

	   Invitation to the Lord’s Table

	 The Great Thanksgiving  
		  The Lord be with you.
		  And also with you.
		  Lift up your hearts.
		  We lift them to the Lord.
		  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
					     It is right to give our thanks and praise...

	 Sanctus                                                          

	 Memorial Acclamation

	 The Great Amen
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	 The Lord’s Prayer                                                              
	 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 	
	 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
	 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
	 as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 	
	 but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 	
	 power and the glory, forever. Amen.

  	 Breaking of the Bread and Giving of the Cup

    	 Communion of the People 

	 Prayer after Communion

SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD

*Hymn 507                          I Come with Joy                        DOVE OF PEACE

*Charge and Benediction

*Congregational Response                                             AR HYD Y NOS

	 Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to me. 
	 Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free. 
	 Here my Spirit’s power filled you; 
	 here my tender comfort stilled you. 
	 Go, my children, fed and nourished, joyful and free.

  Postlude                                       Shalom                                      Gwyn Bacon

I Come with Joy affirms 
that Christian unity is 
not an achievement but 
a gift, renewed each 
time we gather for the 
Lord’s supper. Each of 
us enters as an “I” and 
leaves as part of “we.”

Texts and music for hymns and 
sung responses reprinted under 
OneLicense.net #A-714861

A special word of welcome to our guests: thank you for joining us for worship this morning. 
Please fill out the Fellowship Pad so that we may be in touch. We are delighted you are here and 
look forward to seeing you again.

Nursery Play for children 4 years old and younger is available from 9:00 a.m. to 11:15 a.m. 
during our summer worship schedule. Please note that due to renovation of our Children’s Playroom 
area, Nursery Play will be moved to the Children’s Ministry Suite in Room 126 for the summer. 
You can access this room by using the Atrium stairs and walking through the courtyard to the CM 
Suite OR you can use the back stairwell located to the left of the sanctuary down to the church 
lobby and into the CM Suite.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
STEPHEN MINISTRY
Do you know someone who has been struggling 
with life changes due to illness, loss of a loved 
one, divorce, single parenthood or any of 
countless other life changes? Our Stephen 
Ministers can help. Contact:
Susan Boatwright, boatwrightsusan@gmail.com
	 706-255-2250 
Margaret Davis: margaret@firstpresathens.org, 
	 706-206-9896
Becky Hartman,hartmanbecky494@gmail.com
	 706-254-4504 
Lisa Oelke: lisakoelke@gmail.com, 706-540-4251

OUR DAILY BREAD
Volunteers from FPC provide and serve meals to our 
neighbors in need monthly at First Baptist Church: 
lunch on the first Wednesday, and breakfast on the 
second and fourth Tuesdays. For details and to help, 
please contact Ann Dunn at anndunn8@gmail.com 
or Fran Lane at fjlane@uga.edu.

ACCA DELIVERY DRIVER NEEDS
Our friends from ACCA (Athens Community 
Council on Aging) need drivers for their summer 
programs. For details and to volunteer, please 
contact Ezra Schley at eschley@accaging.org or 
call (706) 549-4850.



WORSHIP LEADERS
Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor
The Rev. Leigh Bonner, Interim Associate Pastor
Mrs. Martha Clay, Guest Organist

Lay Reader
Matt Bishop

USHERS
Jimbo LaBoon III (head), 
Michelle Clendenen-Shaw, Mac Corry

GREETER
Terry Nestor

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN
Bryan Owens

SUNDAY MORNING MANAGER
Aiden Dowling

FLOWERS
The Sanctuary flowers are given to the glory of God.

JUNE FLOWER TEAM
Rosemary Stancil (chair), Tootsie Adams, 
Susan Banister, Page Pate

TO AID IN WORSHIP
If you need to leave the sanctuary during the 
service, a live video feed is available in the Atrium 
and at 11:00 a.m. is on Facebook and YouTube.
Available in the Narthex or from an usher:
• Personal hearing receivers usable
   anywhere in the sanctuary
• Large-print hymnals, Bibles, bulletins, 
   and hymnsheets
• Sermons from the previous six weeks

CONGREGATIONAL CARE
Prayer requests can be submitted to the church 
office, 706-543-4338, by the Prayer Request 
link on our church website (firstpresathens.org) 
or on the prayer cards in the Fellowship Pads.

NOTES ON THE SERVICE

THIS WEEK

Sunday, June 4 - Communion Sunday, Food Sunday, Week of Wonder Blessing, 		
			               Godly Play Sunday
10:00 a.m. Service, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
  9:15 a.m.      Summer Choir, Chancel Choir Room
11:00 a.m.	 Fellowship Refreshments, Atrium
11:30 a.m.      Everybody Hurts (Sometimes): Divorce, Moses Waddel Room
  1:00 p.m.      High School Youth depart for Montreat

Monday, June 5 - 8 - Week of Wonder

Tuesday, June 6
10:00 a.m.	 Staff Meeting, Staff Conference Room
  1:30 p.m.	 Knitting Purls, Brides Room

Wednesday, June 7
12:00 p.m.	 Our Daily Bread Lunch, Athens First Baptist Church

Thursday, June 8
  5:00 p.m.	 Administration Commission Meeting, Staff Conference Room

Sunday, June 11
10:00 a.m. Service, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
11:00 a.m.	 Fellowship Refreshments, Atrium
11:30 a.m.      Everybody Hurts (Sometimes): Suicide, Moses Waddel Room
  2:00 p.m.      Middle School Pool Party, Ness Home

Godly Play Training Opportunity
We are excited to announce that First Pres Children’s Ministry will be hosting our third 
Godly Play Core Training Friday-Sunday, June 23-25. Our Children’s Ministry continues to 
grow, which means we need to expand our team. If you are interested in learning more about 
Godly Play and this wonderful training opportunity, please contact Natalie Bishop, Director 
of Children’s Ministry, at natalie@firstpresathens.org or call 706-543-4338. We would love to 
have you join our team and our sweet Children’s Ministry Circle of Wonder!



“Everybody Hurts (Sometimes)”
Sundays in June: Worship at 10:00 a.m., Sunday School at 11:30 a.m.

In June, you are invited to join us for “Everybody Hurts (Sometimes),” a series of sermons 
and Sunday school classes around four topics: divorce (June 4), suicide (June 11), addiction 
(June 18), and domestic abuse (June 25). People may be wondering what the church has to 
say about these difficult topics. To that end, worship in June will focus on the theological 
and spiritual aspects of the pastoral care topics covered in the Sunday school sessions.

The Sunday school class will be a safe and confidential space. A Stephen Minister or Elder 
will facilitate conversation with selected congregation members and guest speakers who have 
been affected by these topics. Participants will have the opportunity to ask questions and 
engage with the speakers. Come to gain more knowledge about these issues and awareness 
of how you can care for yourself and others. Light lunch and childcare will be provided 
while you are at Sunday school; RSVP (tinyurl.com/FPCEverybodyHurts) for both will be 
needed by Wednesdays prior.

Sunday, June 11, 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m., Moses Waddel Room 
Suicide

Romans 8 reminds us that nothing – nothing – in all of creation can separate us from God’s 
love in Christ. In the spirit of fostering healing and hope in our congregation, we hope you 
will join us next Sunday to learn more about the difficult subject of suicide. FPC’s Suicide 
Prevention Task Force will lead a conversation with several congregation members whose 
lives have been affected by suicide, either personally or through family and friends. We hope 
that you will join us to learn more about how you can care for yourself and others.

Speakers:
Kathy Allaire is the proud mother of one awesome young man! She spends most of her 
time pursuing her passions including; raising and training future service dogs for Canine 
Companions, sitting in front of an easel painting, fostering kittens for Oconee County, and 
training for upcoming triathlons.

Paul Allaire has been a career coach for MBA students at UGA for 12 years. He enjoys giving 
advice and bringing out the potential of his students. He is looking forward to his 30th wedding 
anniversary with Kathy this year, and a well-deserved swimming vacation in the Carribean.

Drew Marshall retired as an attorney in 2016 following 50 years of private law practice. He is 
married to Sheila Marshall, has one living child, Alice Marshall Esary, and a grandson, Marshall 
Evan Esary. His son, Cpl. Evan Andrew Marshall, was killed in action in 2008. Drew has 
experience with the subject of suicide as a Stephen Minister and personal experience through 
the death by suicide of friends, friends’ family members, and a close family member. It is Drew’s 
hope and prayer that our program might be of value to those who attend our presentation.



Recommendations for Elders
The Nominations and Elections Committee encourages your participation in the process for 
nominating Elders. Elders should be persons of faith, dedication, and good judgment. Their 
manner of life should be a demonstration of the Christian Gospel, both within the church and 
in the world at large.

Please e-mail your suggestions to Keith Oelke, Chair of the Nominations and Elections Committee, 
at keithmoelke@gmail.com. You can also fill out the form in the website (www.firstpresathens.org).

Current Elders:
(Not eligible for recommendation)

I prayerfully recommend the following for Elder:

Members of the Nominations and Elections Committee are Keith Oelke (Chair), Denise Horton (Vice 
Chair), Jayne Bailey, Matt Bishop, Tommy Jackson, Leslie Trier.

Name				           Reasons

Name				           Reasons

Name				           Reasons

Name				           Reasons

Name				           Reasons

	 Class of 2023	    Class of 2024	 Class of 2025
	 Sarah Bryan 	    Shannon Brooks 	 Lindsay Griffeth
	 Judy Burch 	    Phyllis Crowell 	 Angela Hunt
	 Kent Burel 	    Kemp Gaskill 	 Dan Nadenicek
	 Rod Canfield 	    Denise Horton 	 Karen Phillips
	 Melinda DeMaria 	    Paul Lee 	 Ethelyn Simpson
	 Jim Dove 	    Sharon Logan 	 Jeffrey Trapnell
	 Mark Hopkins 	    Bruce Middendorf 	 Pat Tritt
	 Matt Jones 	    Randy Riner 	 John Turner
	 Robyn McDonald 	    Chuck Toney 	 Pat Waldrip
	 Keith Oelke
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF

             Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor (ryan@firstpresathens.org)
             The Rev. Leigh Bonner, Interim Associate Pastor (lbonner@firstpresathens.org)
             The Rev. Margaret Davis, Parish Associate (margaret@firstpresathens.org)
             Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist (jcoble@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Kim Ness, Director of Youth Ministries (kness@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministries (natalie@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Elaine Johnson, Director of Weekday School (elaine@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Lucy Bell Johnson, Office Administrator (lbell@firstpresathens.org)
             Mr. Paulo Santos, Director of Communications (paulo@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Jennifer Sunderlin, Receptionist/Accounting Assistant (frontdesk@firstpresathens.org)
             Ms. Jennifer Adams, Church Accountant (jadams@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Marcy Fabris, Weekday School Administrative Assistant (wds@firstpresathens.org)
             Ms. Rita Raines, Nursery Coordinator
             Mrs. Charlotte Chromiak, Children’s Music Assistant (charlotteposs@gmail.com)
             Mrs. Madeline Van Dyck, Parish Nurse 
             Mr. Wayne Brock, Sexton


