
May 28, 2023
10:00 a.m.
Pentecost

Please sign and pass the 
Fellowship Pad, making 
note of new and old friends, 
check in on Facebook, and 
follow us on Instagram 
(firstpresathensga).

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD

Welcome to all who are worshipping with us. As we enter a holy space this morning, please 
silence your cell phone.

  Greeting 		                                                       Psalm 118:24
	 This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!

  Prelude                                 Feria Pentecostes           Camille Saint-Saëns

  Words of Welcome

  Moment for Mission        Pentecost Offering                   Mark Hopkins

  Song of Gathering                                                  Hymn 320, stanza 1
	 The lone, wild bird in lofty flight 	
	 is still with thee, nor leaves thy sight.
	 And I am thine! I rest in thee. Great Spirit, come, and rest in me.

  Call to Worship                                                                     
	 Come, Holy Spirit, with your language of wonder:
	 so we may mingle our words together 
	 to scatter the gospel of grace to all around us.
	 Come, Holy Spirit, with the music of your heart:
	 so we may sing songs filled with memories, 
	 and listen to the new carols sung by children.
	 Come, Holy Spirit, to rattle the windows of our souls: 
	 to burst through the closed doors of our hearts,
	 and dance with us in the fire of renewal.
	 Come, Holy Spirit, we pray! Come, Holy Spirit, to us this day!

*Those who are able may stand.

Miller, Mary Jane. Pentecost (A Second Version), from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt 
Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=59681 [retrieved 
May 19, 2023]. Original source: Mary Jane Miller, https://www.millericons.com/



*Hymn 128                 On Pentecost They Gathered                    MUNICH

*Call to Confession

*Prayer of Confession
	 Holy Spirit, we confess that we sometimes fear what it would 	
	 mean for us to receive you. You feel too mysterious for us. We 	
	 fear that the fire of the Holy Spirit will inspire us to do things 	
	 that don’t seem normal. We fear that the wind of the Holy Spirit 
	 will blow us out of our own control. We fear that the breath of 	
	 new life in the Spirit will create us anew in ways that are not 
	 acceptable to those around us. We fear receiving the kind of 	
	 comfort that you provide instead of the kind we want. We fear 	
	 the silence that your sighs too deep for words might create. Help 
	 us let go of our fear and embrace your power to baptize us anew 	
	 with fire, wind, breath, comfort, and silence.

*Silent Prayer
	 Lord, have mercy. Amen.

*Assurance of Pardon

*Congregational Response                                        CELTIC ALLELUIA

*The Peace
	 Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 
	 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
	 And also with you.

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

  Choral Prayer for Illumination        Eternal Light            Mark Schweizer
	 Eternal Light, shine into our hearts. Eternal Power, be our support. 	
	 Eternal Wisdom, scatter the darkness of our ignorance. Eternal Pity, 	
	 have mercy upon us. That with all our heart and mind and soul and 	
	 strength we may seek your face. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

  First Lesson                 Genesis 11:1-9, page 8
	 This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

  Anthem                   Come Thou, Lord, Creator Spirit       Jeffrey H. Rickard
	 Come thou, Lord, creator spirit, tune the humble heart to thee. 
	 From the flame of love now kindle flame in spirits born for thee. 
	 Thou the father of thy children; thou the orb of liberty. 
	 Thou the treasure we do cherish; thou our hope and destiny. 
	 Come thou, Lord, in all thy splendor, let the wall of temple ring. 
	 Seraphs’ cry allow to render clear, the anthem we would sing. 
	 Thou so mighty, now recover for thyself thy majesty. 
	 Thou, so gentle, now deliver for thyself they people free.

  Second Lesson             Acts 1:1-21, page 993
	 This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

  Sermon                             What’s going on?         The Rev. Leigh Bonner
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On Pentecost They 
Gathered was written 
to fill what the author 
perceived as a need for 
more hymns concern-
ing the Holy Spirit and 
Pentecost in particular. 
The setting of this 17th-
century German tune 
is from Mendelssohn’s 
oratorio Elijah.

At “The Peace,” worshipers 
are invited to greet each 
other by saying, “The 
peace of Christ be with 
you,” and responding, 
“And also with you.”

Lay Reader: Kent Burel

The anthem is a 
text by Douglas C. 
Bowman, set to music 
by contemporary 
American composer 
Jeffrey Rickard. The 
anthem is accompanied 
by handbells, rung by 
Cynthia Prosser and 
Martha Elmore.

Lay Readers: 
Chanmi Kim, 
Vera Lee-Schoenfeld



Brian Wren wrote We 
Are Your People in 1973. 
Originally considered a 
hymn for confirmation,
ordination, church 
membership, fellowship, 
unity, and church mis-
sion, the first line was 
originally “We are your 
ministers,” meaning all 
people of God. Fearing 
the hymn would be 
misunderstood, Wren 
amended the first line. 
The tune was first sung 
in Westminster Abbey 
in 1977.

This is an excerpt from 
“A Brief Statement of 
Faith,” found in the 
Book of Confessions 
from PCUSA (1983).

You may mail your 
check, set up an automatic 
payment of your estimate 
of giving through your 
bank, or donate online 
using this QR code or at 
firstpresathens.org/
giving. Thank you for 
your generosity.

Like the Murmur of the 
Dove’s Song was written 
to fit a pre-existing 
tune. The stanzas cluster 
around various themes 
developed through a 
series of images and 
grounded in the refrain.

Texts and music for hymns and 
sung responses reprinted under 
OneLicense.net #A-714861
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RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

*Hymn 436                          We Are Your People                            WHITFIELD

*Affirmation of Faith                            from A Brief Statement of Faith
	 We trust in God the Holy Spirit everywhere the giver and 	
	 renewer of life. The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, 	
	 sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor,
	 and binds us together with all believers in the one body of 	
	 Christ, the Church. The same Spirit who inspired the prophets 	
	 and apostles rules our faith and life in Christ through Scripture,
 	 engages us through the Word proclaimed, claims us in the 	
	 waters of baptism, feeds us with the bread of life and the cup 	
	 of salvation, and calls women and men to all ministries of the 	
	 Church. In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage
 	 to pray without ceasing, to witness among all peoples to Christ 	
	 as Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church and culture,
 	 to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, and to work with 	
	 others for justice, freedom, and peace. With believers in every 	
	 time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death can 	
	 separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Glory
 	 be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen.

  Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer                    
	 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
	 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
	 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, 
	 as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 	
	 but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 	
	 power and the glory, forever. Amen.

  Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings

  Offertory                          The Lone, Wild Bird        Emma Lou Diemer

	 *Doxology                                                                         Hymn 592
		  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
		  praise him, all creatures here below; 
		  praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
		  praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

	 *Prayer of Dedication

SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD

*Hymn 314               Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song          BRIDEGROOM

*Charge and Benediction

*Congregational Response                                                     Hymn 535
	 Go with us, Lord, and guide the way 
	 through this and every coming day,
	 that in your Spirit strong and true 
	 our lives may be our gift to you.

  Postlude                                Come, Holy Ghost          Johann Sebastian Bach
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WORSHIP LEADERS
The Rev. Leigh Bonner, Interim Associate Pastor
The Rev. Margaret Davis, Parish Associate
Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist
Kate Ness, Kite Bearer

Lay Readers
Kent Burel, Chanmi Kim, Vera Lee-Schoenfeld

USHERS
John Simpson (head), Jim Dove, Diane Hartzell

GREETERS
Svea Bogue, Ally Simmons

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN
Bryan Owens

SUNDAY MORNING MANAGER
Aiden Dowling

MAY FLOWER TEAM
Paige Simmons (chair), Mary Attaway, 
Madie Fischetti, Jennifer Poole, Gail Wilfong

FLOWERS
The Sanctuary flowers are given to the glory of 
God, to honor the men and women who have 
served our Armed Forces, and in memory of James 
W. Dudley, Sr. and Jr., Major Bruce Coleman, 
and Colonel John Duane, by Randy Dudley.

TO AID IN WORSHIP
If you need to leave the sanctuary during the 
service, a live video feed is available in the Atrium 
and at 11:00 a.m. is on Facebook and YouTube.
Available in the Narthex or from an usher:
• Personal hearing receivers usable
   anywhere in the sanctuary
• Large-print hymnals, Bibles, bulletins, 
   and hymnsheets
• Sermons from the previous six weeks

CONGREGATIONAL CARE
Prayer requests can be submitted to the church 
office, 706-543-4338, by the Prayer Request 
link on our church website (firstpresathens.org) 
or on the prayer cards in the Fellowship Pads.

NOTES ON THE SERVICE

Pentecost Offering, May 28
Psalm 71 testifies that a foundation of faith established during childhood helps ensure lifelong faith 
and service. By donating to the Pentecost Offering, you are nurturing the faith of those who are 
the church to come — children, youth, and young adults.

This year, your Mission and Outreach Commission has selected ‘Chess and Community’ to receive a 
portion of the Pentecost Offering (40%). They serve the Athens area and teaches children to respond to 
situations rather than react, using chess to teach and strengthen cognitive skills and apply them to their 
lives, developing critical thinking, problem solving, and planning skills. More information about Chess 
and Community can be found at their website (chessandcommunity.org). The remaining 60% is used to 
support children at risk, youth and young adults through ministries of the Presbyterian Mission Agency.

Please mail your check to the church office, or go to our website firstpresathens.org/giving, then select 
“Pentecost Offer” under “Select a Fund.” Thank you for your generosity!

A special word of welcome to our guests: thank you for joining us for worship this morning. 
Please fill out the Fellowship Pad so that we may be in touch. We are delighted you are here and 
look forward to seeing you again.

Nursery Play for children 4 years old and younger is available from 9:00 a.m. to 11:15 a.m. 
during our summer worship schedule. Please note that due to renovation of our Children’s Playroom 
area, Nursery Play will be moved to the Children’s Ministry Suite in Room 127 for the summer. 
You can access this room by using the Atrium stairs and walking through the courtyard to the CM 
Suite OR you can use the back stairwell located to the left of the sanctuary down to the church 
lobby and into the CM Suite.



THIS WEEK

Sunday, May 28 - Pentecost Sunday, Pentecost Offering
10:00 a.m. Service, The Rev. Leigh Bonner preaching
11:00 a.m.	 Fellowship Refreshments, Atrium

Monday, May 29 - Memorial Day, Church Office Closed

Tuesday, May 30
12:15 p.m.	 Women’s Small Group, Brides Room
  1:30 p.m.	 Knitting Purls, Brides Room

Wednesday, May 31
  1:00 p.m.	 Staff Meeting, Staff Conference Room
  5:30 p.m.	 Week of Wonder Volunteer Meeting, Children’s Ministry Suite

Sunday, June 4 - Communion Sunday, Food Sunday, Week of Wonder Blessing, 		
			               Godly Play Sunday
10:00 a.m. Service, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
11:00 a.m.	 Fellowship Refreshments, Atrium
11:30 a.m.      Everybody Hurts (Sometimes): Divorce, Moses Waddel Room

Caring Hands Offering
This month, a special Caring Hands offering will be collected to benefit the Caring Hands Fund of 
Presbyterian Homes of Georgia. Presbyterian Homes is a ministry that serves our most vulnerable 
population - our seniors. This annual offering is the largest source of funds for benevolent care 
for Presbyterian Homes’ six communities in Georgia. Your contribution directly supports the 
care of residents who have outlived their financial resources. Our congregation joins Presbyterian 
churches statewide to support this vital ministry.

Please mail your check to the church office, or go to our website firstpresathens.org/giving, 
then select “Presby Homes/Mother’s Day” under “Select a fund”). Alternatively, you can visit 
www.phgainc.org/donate/caring-hands-offering/church1/ to make a direct donation.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
FOOD SUNDAY, JUNE 4
You may bring donations of dry beans, 1 lb 
white rice, “odd shelf items” (ketchup, 
mayo, mustard, BBQ sauce, salad 
dressings, cooking oil, salt, pepper, coffee, 
tea) to church Sunday, June 4. You may also 
bring items to the church office until Friday, 
June 2. Our neighbors in need are very grateful 
for your donations!

STEPHEN MINISTRY
Do you know someone who has been struggling 
with life changes due to illness, loss of a loved 
one, divorce, single parenthood or any of 
countless other life changes? Our Stephen 
Ministers can help. Contact :
Susan Boatwright, boatwrightsusan@gmail.com
	 706-255-2250 
Margaret Davis: margaret@firstpresathens.org, 
	 706-206-9896
Becky Hartman,hartmanbecky494@gmail.com
	 706-254-4504 
Lisa Oelke: lisakoelke@gmail.com, 706-540-4251

Godly Play Training Opportunity
We are excited to announce that First Pres Children’s Ministry will be hosting our third 
Godly Play Core Training Friday-Sunday, June 23-25. Our Children’s Ministry continues to 
grow, which means we need to expand our team. If you are interested in learning more about 
Godly Play and this wonderful training opportunity, please contact Natalie Bishop, Director 
of Children’s Ministry, at natalie@firstpresathens.org or call 706-543-4338. We would love to 
have you join our team and our sweet Children’s Ministry Circle of Wonder!



“Everybody Hurts (Sometimes)”
Sundays in June: Worship at 10:00 a.m., Sunday School at 11:30 a.m.

In June, you are invited to join us for “Everybody Hurts (Sometimes),” a series of sermons 
and Sunday school classes around four topics: divorce (June 4), suicide (June 11), addiction 
(June 18), and domestic abuse (June 25). People may be wondering what the church has to 
say about these difficult topics. To that end, worship in June will focus on the theological 
and spiritual aspects of the pastoral care topics covered in the Sunday school sessions.

The Sunday school class will be a safe and confidential space. A Stephen Minister or Elder 
will facilitate conversation with selected congregation members and guest speakers who have 
been affected by these topics. Participants will have the opportunity to ask questions and 
engage with the speakers. Come to gain more knowledge about these issues and awareness 
of how you can care for yourself and others. Light lunch and childcare will be provided 
while you are at Sunday school; RSVP (tinyurl.com/FPCEverybodyHurts) for both will be 
needed by Wednesdays prior.

Sunday, June 4, 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m., Moses Waddel Room 
Divorce

In the spirit of fostering healing and hope in our congregation, we hope you will join us 
next Sunday to learn more about divorce. Everyone has had an experience with divorce, 
either personally or through a friend or family member. This week, FPC elder and LCSW 
Sarah Bryan will walk us through how divorce affects couples and families. FPC member 
Dawn Frisch will facilitate a conversation with two FPC members who have experience 
with divorce – and the hope and healing that can grow out of that experience.
 
Speakers:
Steven Brooks is a writer, musician, and artist living in Athens, Georgia. He is the creator 
and illustrator of the comic book series Gideon Hawk, and the winner of the 2008 Atlanta 
Screenwriters Contest. In 2022, he published his first novel, Dead Bedroom, a dark comedy 
thriller. An accomplished guitarist, he enjoys working on new music as finishes his forthcoming 
novel. Originally from Columbus, Georgia, he relocated to Athens in 2019 when he married 
Shannon Brooks. He is the proud father of Declan (13), and two pugs, Minnie Pearl and Ruby 
Ray, and has been a member of First Presbyterian Church of Athens since 2019.

Julie Knowlton retired from UGA as an academic advisor in journalism and accounting, and 
in fund development in veterinary medicine. She previously served as director of Interfaith 
Hospitality Network, now called Family Promise. Julie divorced in 2003 after 34 years with 
her husband, including 28 years of marriage. Twenty years later, she is grateful for each of 
those years, including those that seemed hopeless. She has two grown sons who are very 
happily married, and two grandchildren who live in Athens and think Grandmama is still 
cool though very old.



Recommendations for Elders
The Nominations and Elections Committee encourages your participation in the process for 
nominating Elders. Elders should be persons of faith, dedication, and good judgment. Their 
manner of life should be a demonstration of the Christian Gospel, both within the church and 
in the world at large.

Please e-mail your suggestions to Keith Oelke, Chair of the Nominations and Elections Committee, 
at keithmoelke@gmail.com. You can also fill out the form in the website (www.firstpresathens.org).

Current Elders:
(Not eligible for recommendation)

I prayerfully recommend the following for Elder:

Members of the Nominations and Elections Committee are Keith Oelke (Chair), Denise Horton (Vice 
Chair), Jayne Bailey, Matt Bishop, Tommy Jackson, Leslie Trier.

Name				           Reasons

Name				           Reasons

Name				           Reasons

Name				           Reasons

Name				           Reasons

	 Class of 2023	    Class of 2024	 Class of 2025
	 Sarah Bryan 	    Shannon Brooks 	 Lindsay Griffeth
	 Judy Burch 	    Phyllis Crowell 	 Angela Hunt
	 Kent Burel 	    Kemp Gaskill 	 Dan Nadenicek
	 Rod Canfield 	    Denise Horton 	 Karen Phillips
	 Melinda DeMaria 	    Paul Lee 	 Ethelyn Simpson
	 Jim Dove 	    Sharon Logan 	 Jeffrey Trapnell
	 Mark Hopkins 	    Bruce Middendorf 	 Pat Tritt
	 Matt Jones 	    Randy Riner 	 John Turner
	 Robyn McDonald 	    Chuck Toney 	 Pat Waldrip
	 Keith Oelke









FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SESSION

Ryan Baer, Moderator      Pat Waldrip, Clerk of Session

	 Class of 2023	    Class of 2024	 Class of 2025
	 Sarah Bryan 	    Shannon Brooks 	 Lindsay Griffeth
	 Judy Burch 	    Phyllis Crowell 	 Angela Hunt
	 Kent Burel 	    Kemp Gaskill 	 Dan Nadenicek
	 Rod Canfield 	    Denise Horton 	 Karen Phillips
	 Melinda DeMaria 	    Paul Lee 	 Ethelyn Simpson
	 Jim Dove 	    Sharon Logan 	 Jeffrey Trapnell
	 Mark Hopkins 	    Bruce Middendorf 	 Pat Tritt
	 Matt Jones 	    Randy Riner 	 John Turner
	 Robyn McDonald 	    Chuck Toney 	 Pat Waldrip
	 Keith Oelke

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF

             Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor (ryan@firstpresathens.org)
             The Rev. Leigh Bonner, Interim Associate Pastor (lbonner@firstpresathens.org)
             The Rev. Margaret Davis, Parish Associate (margaret@firstpresathens.org)
             Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist (jcoble@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Kim Ness, Director of Youth Ministries (kness@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministries (natalie@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Elaine Johnson, Director of Weekday School (elaine@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Lucy Bell Johnson, Office Administrator (lbell@firstpresathens.org)
             Mr. Paulo Santos, Director of Communications (paulo@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Jennifer Sunderlin, Receptionist/Accounting Assistant (frontdesk@firstpresathens.org)
             Ms. Jennifer Adams, Church Accountant (jadams@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Marcy Fabris, Weekday School Administrative Assistant (wds@firstpresathens.org)
             Ms. Rita Raines, Nursery Coordinator
             Mrs. Charlotte Chromiak, Children’s Music Assistant (charlotteposs@gmail.com)
             Mrs. Madeline Van Dyck, Parish Nurse 
             Mr. Wayne Brock, Sexton


