First|Presbyterian Church/Athens

In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is
to create a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!

May 14, 2023
8:45 and 11:00 a.m.
Sixth Sunday of Easter

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD

Welcome to all who are worshipping with us. As we enter a holy space this morning, please
silence your cell phone.

Greeting Psalm 118:24
This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!

Prelude
Words of Welcome
11:00 a.m. Song of Gathering

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing  Emma Lou Diemer

God of Great and God of Small
Natalie Sleeth

God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all,

God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong,

alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name.

God of land and sky and sea, God of life a destiny,

God of never-ending power, yet beside me every hour,

alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name.

Call to Worship
Our God gathers us here.
We have been tested, we have suffered, but God has brought
us through.
Come, let us tell of what God has done for us!
We cried aloud to God, and God listened and answered.
Therefore, we will praise God with shouts of joy!
Alleluia! Alleluia!

*Hymn 356

*Call to Confession

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing NETTLETON

*Prayer of Confession

Holy One, We love you imperfectly: we do not always keep your
commandments. We love each other imperfectly: we hurt those
you call us to love through our actions and our inaction. We love
ourselves imperfectly: we struggle to believe that we are truly
your children, made in your image. Forgive us. By the power of
your Spirit, make us more faithful that we might live as Christ
has shown us, reflecting your love and grace.

*Silent Prayer
Lord, have mercy. Amen.

*Assurance of Pardon
*Those who are able may stand.

Please sign and pass the
Fellowship Pad, making
note of new and old friends,
check in on Facebook, and
Sfollow us on Instagram
(firstpresathensga).

The Song of Gathering
is sung by the Cherub
Choir, accompanied by
Brenda Poss.

The author of Come,
Thou Fount of Every
Blessing was converted
as a young man and
became a Calvinist
Methodist minister.
His hymn is one of
providence and grace.
Like Jacob, who raised
an Ebeneezer (stone
altar signifying that
God had brought him
thus far), he confesses
how great a debtor he
is to God’s grace, as
are we all.



At “The Peace,” worship-
ers are invited to greet each
other by saying, “The
peace of Christ be with
you,” and responding,
“And also with you.”

The 11:00 anthem

is sung by the St.
Andrews Choir. Itisa
familiar text, set to new
music by contemporary
American composer

David Ashley White.

After the Recognition

and Blessing of our High
School Graduates at

the 11:00 a.m. service,
children, ages Pre-K -
grade 5, are invited to
Children’s Church held in
the Children’s Ministry
Suite on the first floor.

Crass OF 2023:

Aiden Michael
Dowling

Cedar Shoals High School
University of Georgia

Katherine Claire
MacMillan

North Oconee High School
University of Georgia

David Magrino
Oconee County High School
Georgia College and
State University

Charlotte Moser
Clarke Central High School
University of Colorado,
Boulder

James Simmons
Murray

Athens Academy
University of Georgia

Wallace Kidd
Trapnell

Athens Academy
Auburn University

Carolina Davis
Turner

Clarke Central High School
University of Virginia

*Congregational Response CELTIC ALLELUIA
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*The Peace
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

11:00 Anthem For the Beauty Of the Earth ~ David Ashley White
For the beauty of the carth, for the glory of the skies,
for the love which from our birth over and around us lies:
God of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise.
For the joy of human love, brother, sister, parent, child,
friends on earth and friends above; for all gentle thoughts and mild:
God of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise.
For thyself, best Gift Divine! To the world so freely given;
for that great, great love of thine, peace and earth, and joy in heaven:
God of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise!

11:00 a.m. Recognition and Blessing of our High School Graduates
HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

Congregational Prayer for Illumination Hymn 327, stanza 1
O Word of God incarnate, O Wisdom from on high.
O Truth, unchanged, unchanging, O Light of our dark sky:
we praise you for the radiance that from the hallowed page,
alantern to our footsteps, shines on from age to age.

First Lesson Matthew 11:28-30, page 890
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Second Lesson  Romans 3:28-30, 5:1-11, page 1028
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

God’s Love Poured Out Dr. Ryan Baer
RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

*Hymn 101 When I Survey the Wondrous Cross HAMBURG

*Affirmation of Faith Philippians 2:5-11
Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited,
but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form, he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death —
even death on a cross.

Sermon

Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name
that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus

every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and

under the earth, and every tongue should confess

that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.



Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings You may mail your
check, set up an automatic
8:45 Offertory Improvisation on Hamburg payment of your estimate
of giving through your
11:00 Oﬁertory The Christ Who Died Alfred V. Fedak bank, or donate online
The Christ who died and rose again triumphant from the grave, using this QR code or at

firstpresathens.org/
giving. Thank you for
your generosity.

now pleads our cause at God’s right hand, all-powerful to save.
‘What now can separate us from the love of Christ our Lord?

Can persecution, nakedness, or peril, or the sword?

The troubles that are ours to bear are trials we cannot flee,

yet he who loved us from the first ensures our victory.

Thus, nothing in the heights or depths, no power earth can afford
will separate us from the love of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Yes, he who loved us from the first is Jesus Christ our Lord.

*Doxology Hymn 592
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host;

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. Lift High the Cross owes
L. much of its popularity
*Prayer of Dedication to the tune, by Sydney
H. Nicholson, with its
SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD stirring refrain. In the
text, the cross is trans-
*Hymn 371 Lift High the Cross CRUCIFER | formed from a means
L. of death to a symbol
*Charge and Benediction of renewed life. With

the cross traced on our

*Congregational Response ) Hymn 535 | ¢ 0 1 Baptism
Go with us, Lord, and guide the way we are marked as
through this and every coming day, Christ’s own forever.
that in your Spirit strong and true
our lives may be our gift to you. Texts and music for hymns and

sung responses reprinted under
Postlude Lift High the Cross David Cherwien | OneLicense.net #4-714861

Following 11:00 a.m. worship, all are invited to a reception
in Fellowship Hall in honor of our high school graduates.

A special word of welcome to our guests: thank you for joining us for worship this morning.
Please fill out the Fellowship Pad so that we may be in touch. We are delighted you are here and
look forward to seeing you again.

Nurseries for children 4 years old and younger, available from 8:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m., are
located next to the Children’s Ministry Suite and are accessible down the stairs in the Atrium
and through the glass door.

Children, Pre K — 5th Grade, are invited to Children’s Church during the 11:00 a.m.
worship service. Children’s Church will be held downstairs in the Children’s Ministry Suite.
We will depart for Children’s Church following the Passing of the Peace. To pick up your child
after the service, please go to the church courtyard entrance of the Children’s Ministry Suite. 3



NOTES ON THE SERVICE

WORSHIP LEADERS

Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor

The Rev. Leigh Bonner, Interim Associate Pastor
Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist
Mrs. Meghan Bawcum, Violinist

Lay Reader
11:00 a.m. Jean Martin-Williams
USHERS

8:45 a.m. John Simpson (head), Diane Hartzell

11:00 a.m. Beverly Phares (head),
Randy Dudley, Dan Horton,
Denise Horton, John Turner

GREETER
11:00 a.m. Ella Stewart

RECEPTION HOSTS
Parents of our 11th Graders

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN
Bryan Owens

SUNDAY MORNING MANAGER
Aiden Dowling

FLOWERS

The Sanctuary flowers are given to the glory of
God and in memory of her mother Marian Alice
Wendler and John Kenley Carr, by Carol McKay.

MAY FLOWER TEAM
Paige Simmons (chair), Mary Attaway,
Madie Fischetti, Jennifer Poole, Gail Wilfong

TO AID IN WORSHIP

If you need to leave the sanctuary during the
service, a live video feed 1s available in the Atrium
and at 11:00 a.m. is on Facebook and YouTube.

Available in the Narthex or from an usher:

* Personal hearing receivers usable
anywhere in the sanctuary

* Large-print hymnals, Bibles, bulletins,
and hymnsheets

* Sermons from the previous six weeks

CONGREGATIONAL CARE

Prayer requests can be submitted to the church
office, 706-543-4338, by the Prayer Request
link on our church website (firstpresathens.org)
or on the prayer cards in the Fellowship Pads.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Summer Schedule

Next Sunday, May 21, will be our last Sunday with two services. Over the Memorial Day
weekend, May 28, we will go to our summer schedule of one service at 10:00 a.m. Regular
Sunday School classes will not meet over the summer. In June, you are invited to join us for
“Everybody Hurts (Sometimes).” You can find more information about it in the box below.

L lp

“Everybody Hurts (Sometimes)”’
Sundays in June: Worship at 10:00 a.m., Sunday School at 11:30 a.m.

2

In June, you are invited to join us for “Everybody Hurts (Sometimes),” a series of sermons
and Sunday school classes around four topics: addiction (June 4), suicide (June 11), divorce
(June 18), and domestic abuse (June 25). People may be wondering what the church has to
say about these difficult topics. To that end, worship in June will focus on the theological
and spiritual aspects of the pastoral care topics covered in the Sunday school sessions.

The Sunday school class will be a safe and confidential space. A Stephen Minister or Elder will
facilitate conversation with selected congregation members and guest speakers who have been
affected by these topics. Participants will have the opportunity to ask questions and engage with
the speakers. Come to gain more knowledge about these issues and awareness of how you can
care for yourself and others. Brunch and childcare will be provided while you are at Sunday

school; RSVP (tinyurl.com/FPCEverybodyHurts) for both will be needed by Wednesdays prior.

=




THIS WEEK

Sunday, May 14 - Graduation Sunday
8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Services, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
9:45a.m.  Sunday School and Godly Play

12:00 p.m.  Reception for Graduates, Fellowship Hall

Monday, May 15
5:30 p.m.  Handbell Choir Rehearsal, Room 205

Tuesday, May 16

12:15 p.m.  Women’s Small Group, Brides Room
1:00 p.m.  Staff Meeting, Staff Conference Room
1:30 p.m.  Knitting Purls, Brides Room

Wednesday, May 17
6:30 p.m.  Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Room 202

Thursday, May 18
4:00 p.m.  Worship and Music Commission Meeting, Staff Conference Room
5:30 p.m.  Session Worship, Sanctuary
6:00 p.m.  Stated Session Meeting, Moses Waddel Room

Friday, May 19
5:30 p.m.  Children’s Ministry Picnic, The Hill
Sunday, May 21 - Blessing of the 5th Graders, Family Promise Host Weeks End
8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Services, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
9:45am.  Adult Sunday School
9:45am.  Blessing of the 5th Graders, Children’s Ministry Suite
10:30 a.m.  Called Session Meeting, Parlor
12:00 p.m.  Faith Formation Leader and New Member Reception, Fellowship Hall
12:30 a.m.  Matthew 25 Commission Meeting, Moses Waddel Room

2:00 p.m.  Project Safe Work Day, 995 Hawthorne Ave #7, Athens, GA 30606 (Bell’s Shopping Center)
5:00 p.m.  End of Year Youth Fiesta, Ness Home

LOOKING AHEAD

May 28 - Pentecost, One Service at 10:00 a.m.

Blessing of the 5th Graders,
May 21, 9:45 a.m., Children’s Ministry Suite

Parents and children are invited to a special Godly Play story and feast to celebrate our graduating
5th Graders! For more information, please contact Natalie Bishop at natalie@firstpresathens.org.

Project Safe Thrift Store Work Day, May 21, 2:00 -5:00 p.m.
995 Hawthorne Ave #7, Athens, GA 30606 (Bell’s Shopping Center)

Join other First Presbyterians as we sort clothes, clean shelves, and tidy up the retail space which
supports the work of Project Safe. Project Safe secks to end domestic violence through crisis
intervention, ongoing supportive services, systems change advocacy, and prevention and education.
Contact Kitty Donnan at kittydavedonnan@gmail.com for more info or to sign up.



Recommendations for Elders

The Nominations and Elections Committee encourages your participation in the process for
nominating Elders. Elders should be persons of faith, dedication, and good judgment. Their
manner of life should be a demonstration of the Christian Gospel, both within the church and
in the world at large.

Please e-mail your suggestions to Keith Oelke, Chair of the Nominations and Elections Committee,
at keithmoelke@gmail.com. You can also fill out the form in the website (www.firstpresathens.org).

Current Elders:
(Not eligible for recommendation)

Crass oF 2023 CLass oF 2024 Crass oF 2025
Sarah Bryan Shannon Brooks Lindsay Grifteth
Judy Burch Phyllis Crowell Angela Hunt
Kent Burel Kemp Gaskill Dan Nadenicek
Rod Canfield Denise Horton Karen Phillips
Melinda DeMaria Paul Lee Ethelyn Simpson
Jim Dove Sharon Logan Jeffrey Trapnell
Mark Hopkins Bruce Middendorf Pat Tritt

Matt Jones Randy Riner John Turner
Robyn McDonald Chuck Toney Pat Waldrip
Keith Oclke

[ prayerfully recommend the following for Elder:

Name Reasons
Name Reasons
Name Reasons
Name Reasons
Name Reasons

Members of the Nominations and Elections Committee are Keith Oelke (Chair), Denise Horton (Vice
Chair), Jayne Bailey, Matt Bishop, Tommy Jackson, Leslie Trier.



EDUCATION - FAITH FORMATION

SUNDAYS FOR CHILDREN
Director of Children’s Ministries: Natalie Bishop
Nursery Coordinator: Rita Raines

Nursery Play, 8:30 a.m. — 12:15 p.m.

Children’s Playroom ¢ Infants —4 Year Olds

Little ones are invited to Nursery Play during worship
and Sunday school. Children will enjoy playtime,
Bible stories, and a light snack with church friends.

Godly Play, 9:45 a.m.-10:45 a.m.

Children’s Ministry Suite ® Pre-K —5th Grade
Children are invited to Godly Play during the Sunday
School hour. Godly Play is an innovative way of teaching
and learning that helps children “discover” who God is
rather than being “told” who God is. The structure and
routine of Godly Play offer children a safe and nurturing
space to explore, connect, wonder, and worship God.

Children and Worship, 8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
All children are welcome to remain in worship with
their families every Sunday. Children’s bulletins, Bibles,
and books are available at the children’s tables located in
the Narthex and on both sides of the choir loft.

Children’s Church, 11:00 a.m. Worship Service
Children, Pre-K — 1st Grade are invited to Children’s
Church to continue worshipping together by listening to
God’s Word, singing to God, praying to God and giving
to God. On the last Sunday of the month, children, Pre-
K-5th Grade are invited to a special Children’s Church
in the Children’s Ministry Suite.

*All children are invited to vemain in the sanctuary on
the 1st Sunday of the month to take part in worship and
Communion with family.

SUNDAYS FOR YOUTH

Director of Youth Ministries: Kim Ness

Middle School Coordinator: Erin Osborne

The PIT (basement level) ¢ 6th - 12th Grade

Sunday School (9:45 a.m.)

Middle School class is using a well-loved curriculum
called re:form. With funny videos, creative activities,
and lots of time to explore big and small questions of
faith, this will be a fun, class for all our 6th-8th graders!

Youth Group

Sunday night youth group is a fast hour of games, get-
to-know you activities, devotionals and discussion.
This year our theme is Justice and Joy. Youth will
gather in the PIT to talk about their faith and begin to
understand their role in doing justice AND bringing
joy to a hurting world.

Middle School meets 5:00 — 6:00 p.m.

High School meets 6:30 —7:30 p.m.

Combined Youth Dinner (6:00 p.m.)

Between MS and HS youth groups, everyone will
gather in Fellowship Hall for a shared meal. If you'd
like to help provide a meal for our youth, please sign
up here: tinyurl.com/FPCYouthDinnerHosts

For more information about youth ministry at FPC, visit
www.fpcathenspit.com.

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ADULTS
9:45-10:40 a.m.

HYBRID (in person and over Zoonr)

Del Dunn Sunday School Class * Room 308
An in-depth study and discussion of scripture —with
a chapter-by-chapter reading and discussion of the
Gospel of Matthew. Zoom and in-person.

Coordinator: Susan Landrum (slandrum@uga.edu)
Zoom ID: 875 216 0708, PW: 634175

New Voices * Room 310

Did John Calvin and Martin Luther get it right? How
does the concept of “A Priesthood of Believers” guide
our Church life? How does it inform our discussion of
critical theological theories and lessons? And, how can
the Waymaker (who?) guide us through difficult times?
Led by: Lewis Hudgins (lewisahudgins@gmail.com)
Zoom ID: 674 533 8902

Wayne F. Middendorf Men’s Bible Class
Bride’s Room, Tinsley Stern

Open and honest discussion in a nonjudgmental
atmosphere about various aspects of Christianity.
Contacts: Ian Hardin (ianhardin1@gmail.com), Jim

Scanlon (jjtscanlon@yahoo.com)
Zoom ID: 883 5159 0923

IN PERSON

Builders ¢ Room 301

This class is an invitation for parents of children and
youth to come join for a time of fellowship and support.
Coordinators: Dr. Ryan Baer (ryan@firstpresathens. org),
The Rev. Leigh Bonner (Ibonner@firstpresathens. org)

College Connections * Room 302

How does your life intersect with the stories we
call Holy Scripture? We will take a a deep dive into
the writings of the New Testament with the goal of
journeying from Matthew to Revelation. Grad and
undergrad students are welcome to join at any time.
Coordinator: The Rev. Will Norman (will@pscuga. org)



Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 356

Robert Robinson, c. 1758

1. Come, Thou Fount of every blessing, Jesus sought me when a stranger,

Tune my heart to sing Thy grace;
Streams of mercy, never ceasing,
Call for songs of loudest praise.
Teach me some melodious sonnet,
Sung by flaming tongues above,
Praise the mount! 'm fixed upon it,
Mount of God’s unchanging love!

. Here I raise my Ebenezer,

Hither by Thy help I'm come;
And I hope, by Thy good pleasure,
Safely to arrive at home.

Tune: NETILETON, opposite.

Wandering from the fold of God;
He, to rescue me from danger,
Interposed His precious blood.

. O to grace how great a debtor

Daily I'm constrained to be!

Let that grace now, like a fetter,
Bind my wandering heart to Thee:
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it,
Prone to leave the God I love;
Here’s my heart, O take and seal it,
Seal it for Thy courts above.



When I Survey the Wondrous Cross

101
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371 ~ Lift High the Cross

CRUCIFER 10,10 with refrain

George William Kitchin (1827-1912) Sidney Hugo Nicholson, 1916

Rev. by Michael Robert Newbolt, 1916; alt. Desc. Richard Proulx (b. 1937)
Refrain and Descant -
f) : ! ;- -‘I f
P o
AT S 1 - (# K] ot [
g | l 7 1
f Lift high  the cross, the love of Christpro - claim
1 | 1 : : | 1
A 1 : fl i i i LI
== g e e
Frirtrrr T

& arr

=
- RLJE__F N
2= T

4

Till all theworlda - dore L J His sa - cred name.
/_-——-\\
f) Lo | i L N
e e
= @ :
T ] N N
Till  all the world a - dore His sa - cred name.

Fine

1 | i ;

!
1 I L i |

R
!

£ | |
== == 1 =
SRR e ' e ¥
1. Come, Chris-tians, fol - low where our Sav - ior {rod,
2. Each new - born ser - wvant of the Cru - ¢i - fied
3. O Lord, once lift - ed on the glo-rious tree,
4. So shall our song of tri - umphev - er be:
_ o N L] "
= ?JF'M i = e
i
L

=] | e
|

i Repeat Refrain

e, b

NEI

FESE , E T =
I erF C F % 7% rid

The Lamb wvic - to - rious, Christ, the Son of God.
Bears on the brow the seal of Christ who died.
Your death has brought us life e-ter - nal - ly.
Praise  to the Cm - ¢ - filed for vic - to - ry.
5 Ceirat S s i — ———
I. [ “l ~—— & i = : H P =y :
| Fod 1 I [ r |l | o

Text and Music: Copyright © 1974 by Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, I 60188, All righis reserved, Used by permission.
Descant: Copyright © 1985 by G.LA. Publications, Inc., Chicago, Lllinofs. All rights reserved.



FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SESSION

Ryan Baer, Moderator

CLaAss OF 2023
Sarah Bryan

Judy Burch

Kent Burel

Rod Canfield
Melinda DeMaria
Jim Dove

Mark Hopkins
Matt Jones
Robyn McDonald
Keith Oelke

Curass oF 2024
Shannon Brooks
Phyllis Crowell
Kemp Gaskill
Denise Horton
Paul Lee

Sharon Logan
Bruce Middendorf
Randy Riner
Chuck Toney

Pat Waldrip, Clerk of Session

CLaAss OF 2025
Lindsay Griffeth
Angela Hunt
Dan Nadenicek
Karen Phillips
Ethelyn Simpson
Jeffrey Trapnell
Pat Tritt

John Turner

Pat Waldrip

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF

Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor (ryan@firstpresathens.org)

The Rev. Leigh Bonner, Interim Associate Pastor (Ibonner@firstpresathens.org)
The Rev. Margaret Davis, Parish Associate (margaret@firstpresathens.org)

Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist (jcoble@firstpresathens.org)

Mrs. Kim Ness, Director of Youth Ministries (kness@firstpresathens.org)

Mrs. Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministries (natalie@firstpresathens. org)
Mrs. Elaine Johnson, Director of Weekday School (elaine@firstpresathens. org)
Mrs. Lucy Bell Johnson, Office Administrator (lbell@firstpresathens. org)

Mr. Paulo Santos, Director of Communications (paulo@firstpresathens.org)

Mrs. Jennifer Sunderlin, Receptionist/Accounting Assistant (frontdesk @frstpresathens. org)
Ms. Jennifer Adams, Church Accountant (jadams@firstpresathens. org)

Mrs. Marcy Fabris, Weekday School Administrative Assistant (wds@furstpresathens.org)
Ms. Rita Raines, Nursery Coordinator
Mrs. Charlotte Chromiak, Children’s Music Assistant (charlotteposs@gmail.com)
Mrs. Madeline Van Dyck, Parish Nurse

Mr. Wayne Brock, Sexton




