
May 7, 2023
8:45 and 11:00 a.m.

Scottish Reformation Sunday

A special word of 
welcome: thank you 
for being with us for 
worship this morning. 
We are delighted and 
hope that you will 
join us again.

Please sign and pass the 
Fellowship Pad, making 
note of new and old friends, 
check in on Facebook, and 
follow us on Instagram 
(firstpresathensga).

God of Grace and God 
of Glory was written 
for the opening of 
Riverside Church in 
New York in 1930. It 
is a traditional opening 
hymn in “Kirkin’ o’ 
the Tartan” services, 
started in 1941 by the 
Rev. Peter Marshall 
at New York Avenue 
Presbyterian Church 
in Washington, D.C.

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD

Welcome to all who are worshipping with us. As we enter a holy space this morning, please 
silence your cell phone.

  Bagpipe Prelude    

  Greeting 		                                                       Psalm 118:24
	 This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!

*Processional                      Highland Cathedral         Traditional piping tune

*Call to Worship                                                                 
	 We come together as the church;
	 not a building of wood or stone, but a spiritual house.
	 We will be the living stones that shout praise even when others are silent.
	 God redeems us, joins us together, and builds us up.

*Hymn 420               God of Grace and God of Glory         CWM RHONDDA

  Words of Welcome and Concerns of the Church

  11:00 a.m. Introduction of Honored Guests

  Prayer for Elected and Appointed Officials 

  Call to Confession

  Prayer of Confession
	 Christ, our way, our truth, our life, you have shown us the way, 
	 so clearly and fully. You have not simply told us how to live, you 
	 have shown us. But we still don’t get it. We do not believe all you
 	 have said to us; we do not trust the way you have shown us. Help
 	 us, O God. Forgive us. Open our ears to your truth, open our 	
	 eyes to your way, and lead us into new life.

  Silent Prayer
	 Lord, have mercy. Amen.

  Assurance of Pardon

In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is 
to create a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 

rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!

*Those who are able please stand.



*Congregational Response                                         CELTIC ALLELUIA

*The Peace
	 Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 
	 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
	 And also with you. 

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

  Prayer for Illumination         

  First Lesson                John 13:1-5, 12-17, page 983
	 This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

  Second Lesson            1 Kings 12:3-19, page 314
	 This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

  Sermon                          Speak Good Words                      Dr. Ryan Baer

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

*Hymn 269                  O God of Bethel, by Whose Hand                        DUNDEE

*Affirmation of Faith                                          from The Scots Confession
	 We confess and acknowledge one God alone, to whom alone 	
	 we must cleave, whom alone we must serve, whom only we 	
	 must worship, and in whom alone we put our trust. Who is 	
	 eternal, infinite, immeasurable, incomprehensible, omnipotent,
 	 invisible; one in substance and yet distinct in three persons, the 	
	 Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. By whom we confess and 	
	 believe all things in heaven and earth, visible and invisible, to 	
	 have been created, to be retained in their being, and to be ruled 	
	 and guided by his inscrutable providence for such end as his 	
	 eternal wisdom, goodness, and justice have appointed, and to 	
	 the manifestation of his own glory.

  Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings

  8:45 a.m. Offertory            Resignation                  Timothy Cummings

  11:00 a.m. Offertory    The Stranger’s Guise                    Karen Marrolli
	 We saw a stranger yesterday. We put food in the eating place, drink in 	
	 the drinking place, music in the listening place. And with the sacred 	
	 name of the Triune God, he blessed us and our house, and our cattle and 	
	 our dear ones. As the lark says in her song: “Often goes the Christ in the 	
	 stranger’s guise.”

	 *Doxology                                                                        Hymn 592
		  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
		  praise him, all creatures here below; 
		  praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
		  praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

	 *Prayer of Dedication
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At “The Peace,” worship-
ers are invited to greet each 
other by saying, “The 
peace of Christ be with 
you,” and responding, 
“And also with you.”

Children are invited to 
remain in the Sanctuary 
on Communion Sundays.

11:00 Lay Reader: 
Anne Marie Miller

The Scots Confession 
was written in 1560 when
the Scottish Parliament 
declared Scotland a 
Protestant nation and 
asked the clergy to frame 
a confession of faith. 
Beginning with a pledge 
of unconditional com-
mitment to the triune 
God, this confession sets 
forth three marks of the 
true and faithful church 
in terms of preaching, the 
sacraments, and church 
discipline.

You may mail your 
check, set up an automatic 
payment of your estimate 
of giving through your 
bank, or donate online 
using this QR code or at 
firstpresathens.org/
giving. Thank you for 
your generosity.

The text of the offertory 
anthem is a Celtic Rune 
of Hospitality. The an-
them was commissioned 
for the 2022 Worship 
and Music Conference 
at Montreat, N.C.



The musical setting of 
the communion liturgy 
is based on the Ameri-
can folk hymn LAND 
OF REST, arranged 
by American composer 
Richard Proulx.
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  Sacrament of Holy Communion

	   Invitation to the Lord’s Table

	 The Great Thanksgiving  
		  The Lord be with you.
		  And also with you.
		  Lift up your hearts.
		  We lift them to the Lord.
		  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
					     It is right to give our thanks and praise...

	 Sanctus                                                          

	 Memorial Acclamation

	 The Great Amen
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	 The Lord’s Prayer                                                              
	 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 	
	 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
	 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
	 as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 	
	 but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 	
	 power and the glory, forever. Amen.

  	 Breaking of the Bread and Giving of the Cup

    	 Communion of the People 

	 Prayer after Communion

SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD

*Hymn 376             Love Divine, All Loves Excelling!                 HYFRYDOL

*Charge and Benediction

  Recessional                     Scotland the Brave          Traditional piping tune

Love Divine, All Loves 
Excelling!, written by 
Charles Wesley, ex-
presses the transforming 
power of love, leading 
to unending praise in 
the life to come. The 
name of the Welsh tune 
means “delightful.”

Texts and music for hymns and 
sung responses reprinted under 
OneLicense.net #A-714861

Following 11:00 a.m. worship, all are invited to a reception
in Fellowship Hall to welcome our honored guests.

An Invitation for Fellowship
If after Kirk ye bide a wee,

there’s some wad like to speak with ye.
If after Kirk ye rise and flee,

we’ll all seem cold and stiff to ye.
The one that’s in the seat with ye
is stranger here than ye, maybe.

All here ha’e got their fears and cares.
An ye your soul unto our pryers.

Be ye our angel unawares.

A special word of welcome to our guests: thank you for joining us for worship this morning. 
Please fill out the Fellowship Pad so that we may be in touch. We are delighted you are here and 
look forward to seeing you again.

Nurseries for children 4 years old and younger, available from 8:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m., are located 
next to the Children’s Ministry Suite and are accessible down the stairs in the Atrium and through 
the glass door. Our fully vaccinated nursery staff is excited to welcome our youngest members.

Children’s Church is an important developmental time for children, but there are times when children 
remaining in worship, watching and learning from their parents, is even more valuable. Children are in-
vited to remain in the sanctuary on Communion Sundays. Children’s Church will resume next Sunday



WORSHIP LEADERS
Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor
The Rev. Leigh Bonner, Interim Associate Pastor
Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist
Mr. Henry Frantz, Jr., Great Highland Bagpipes
Mrs. Meghan Bawcum, Violinist

Lay Reader
11:00 a.m. Anne Marie Miller

USHERS
  8:45 a.m. John Simpson (head), 
			    Mac Corry, Mary Peace

11:00 a.m. Jimbo LaBoon III (head), 	
	     Matthew Jones, Lisa Oelke, Chuck Toney

GREETER
11:00 a.m. Svea Bogue

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN
Bryan Owens

FLOWERS
The Sanctuary flowers are given to the glory of 
God and in memory of Lee Padgett by his family.

SUNDAY MORNING MANAGER
Aiden Dowling

MAY FLOWER TEAM
Paige Simmons (chair), Mary Attaway, 
Madie Fischetti, Jennifer Poole,
Gail Wilfong

TO AID IN WORSHIP
If you need to leave the sanctuary during the 
service, a live video feed is available in the Atrium 
and at 11:00 a.m. is on Facebook and YouTube.
Available in the Narthex or from an usher:
• Personal hearing receivers usable
   anywhere in the sanctuary
• Large-print hymnals, Bibles, bulletins, 
   and hymnsheets
• Sermons from the previous six weeks

CONGREGATIONAL CARE
Prayer requests can be submitted to the church 
office, 706-543-4338, by the Prayer Request 
link on our church website (firstpresathens.org) 
or on the prayer cards in the Fellowship Pads.

NOTES ON THE SERVICE

Scottish Reformation Worship Procession

Mr. Henry Frantz, Jr., Great Highland Bagpipes
Scottish and Tartan Flag Bearers

Mr. Lee Epting, Beadle
Chancel Choir

Dr. Patricia Waldrip, Clerk of Session
Clergy: Dr. Ryan Baer and The Rev. Leigh Bonner

The Reverend Hilary Shuford, General Presbyter, Northeast Georgia Presbytery

Elected and Appointed Government Officials:

The Honorable Kelly Girtz, Mayor of Athens
Ms. Deborah Gonzalez, District Attorney

Mr. William Fleenor, Solicitor General
The Honorable Steve Jones, Judge, United States District Court

The Honorable Ryan Hope, Judge, Athens-Clarke County State Court
The Honorable Eric Norris, Chief Judge, Athens-Clarke County Superior Court
The Honorable Lawton Stephens, Athens-Clarke County Superior Court Judge
The Honorable Susan Schaffer, Athens-Clarke County Probate Court Judge

Police Chief Jerry Saulters, Athens-Clarke County
Mr. Patrick Davenport, Commissioner, District 1 
Ms. Ovita Thornton, Commissioner, District 9 

Ms. Linda Davis, Clarke County School Board, District 3
Mr. Tim Denson, Clarke County School Board, District 5



ANNOUNCEMENTS

“Everybody Hurts (Sometimes)”
Sundays in June: Worship at 10:00 a.m., Sunday School at 11:30 a.m.

In June, you are invited to join us for “Everybody Hurts (Sometimes),” a series of sermons and 
Sunday school classes around four topics: addiction, suicide, domestic abuse, and divorce. People 
may be wondering what the church has to say about these difficult topics. To that end, worship 
in June will focus on the theological and spiritual aspects of the pastoral care topics covered in the 
Sunday school sessions.

This Sunday school will be a safe and confidential space. A Stephen Minister or Elder will interview 
people who have been affected by these topics. Participants will gain more knowledge about these 
issues, and awareness of how they can care for themselves and others. Brunch and childcare will be 
provided while you are at Sunday school, but RSVP for both will be needed by Wednesdays prior.

Blessing of the 5th Graders, 
May 21, 9:45 a.m., Children’s Ministry Suite

Parents and children are invited to a special Godly Play story and feast to celebrate our graduating 
5th Graders! For more information, please contact Natalie Bishop at natalie@firstpresathens.org.

Graduation Sunday, May 14
Each year, we recognize our high school graduates in worship on Mother’s Day. Youth and their 
parents are invited forward for a blessing, with a reception to follow in Fellowship Hall. Whether 
active or not, we want to celebrate all our seniors! If you know of a High School Senior, please 
e-mail their information to Kim Ness at kness@firstpresathens.org so we can extend an invitation.

Volunteers Needed for Family Promise Host Weeks May 7-May 21
First Presbyterian will be the host church for Family Promise families May 7 - 21 and we need 
your help to fill the volunteer slots. The families will be at the Milledge Avenue Baptist Church 
static site. If you are able to help, please sign up in the church Atrium or by using the link here: 
tinyurl.com/FPChostweek2023. Training required for new volunteers is very simple: you just have 
to watch an online video. For more information or questions, please contact Susan Boatwright 
at boatwright.susan@gmail.com.

Summer Schedule
May 21 will be our last Sunday with two services. Over the Memorial Day weekend, May 28, we 
will go to our summer schedule of one service at 10:00 a.m. Regular Sunday School classes will 
not meet over the summer. In June, you are invited to join us for “Everybody Hurts (Sometimes).” 
You can find more information about it in the box below.



Project Safe Thrift Store Work Day, May 21, 2:00 -5:00 p.m. 
995 Hawthorne Ave #7, Athens, GA 30606 (Bell’s Shopping Center)

Join other First Presbyterians as we sort clothes, clean shelves, and tidy up the retail space which 
supports the work of Project Safe. Project Safe seeks to end domestic violence through crisis 
intervention, ongoing supportive services, systems change advocacy, and prevention and education. 
Contact Kitty Donnan at kittydavedonnan@gmail.com for more info or to sign up.

THIS WEEK

Sunday, May 7 - Communion Sunday, Scottish Reformation Sunday, 
                               Food Sunday, Family Promise Host Weeks Begin
  8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Services, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
  9:45 a.m.	 Sunday School and Godly Play
12:00 p.m.	 Scottish Reformation Reception, Fellowship Hall
12:30 p.m.	 Mission and Outreach Commission Meeting, Moses Waddel Room
  3:30 p.m.	 St. Andrews Choir Rehearsal, Room 202
  3:30 p.m.	 Cherub Choir Rehearsal, Room 203
  5:00 p.m.	 Middle School Youth Group, The PIT
  6:30 p.m.	 High School Youth Group, The PIT

Monday, May 8
10:00 a.m.	 Congregational Care Commission Meeting via Zoom

Tuesday, May 9
  7:00 a.m.	 Our Daily Bread Breakfast, First Baptist Church
10:00 a.m.	 Endowment Committee Meeting, Staff Conference Room
12:15 p.m.	 Women’s Small Group, Brides Room
  1:00 p.m.	 Staff Meeting, Staff Conference Room
  1:30 p.m.	 Knitting Purls, Parlor

Wednesday, May 10
  9:30 a.m.	 Circle 7, Presbyterian Village
  4:30 p.m.	 Shakespeare and Friends: Dante’s Inferno, via Zoom (e-mail Ron Bogue at rbogue@uga.edu to join)
  6:30 p.m.	 Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Room 202

Thursday, May 11
  5:00 p.m.	 Administration Commission Meeting, Staff Conference Room

Friday, May 12
10:30 a.m.	 WDS Pre-K Graduation and Reception, Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall

Sunday, May 14 - Graduation Sunday
  8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Services, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
  9:45 a.m.	 Sunday School and Godly Play
12:00 p.m.	 Reception for Graduates, Fellowship Hall



EDUCATION – FAITH FORMATION
SUNDAYS FOR CHILDREN
Director of Children’s Ministries: Natalie Bishop 
Nursery Coordinator: Rita Raines 

Nursery Play, 8:30 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.
Children’s Playroom • Infants – 4 Year Olds
Little ones are invited to Nursery Play during worship 
and Sunday school. Children will enjoy playtime, 
Bible stories, and a light snack with church friends.

Godly Play, 9:45 a.m.-10:45 a.m.
Children’s Ministry Suite • Pre-K – 5th Grade 
Children are invited to Godly Play during the Sunday 
School hour. Godly Play is an innovative way of teaching 
and learning that helps children “discover” who God is 
rather than being “told” who God is. The structure and 
routine of  Godly Play offer children a safe and nurturing 
space to explore, connect, wonder, and worship God.

Children and Worship, 8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
All children are welcome to remain in worship with 
their families every Sunday. Children’s bulletins, Bibles, 
and books are available at the children’s tables located in 
the Narthex and on both sides of the choir loft.

Children’s Church, 11:00 a.m. Worship Service
Children, Pre-K – 1st Grade are invited to Children’s 
Church to continue worshipping together by listening to 
God’s Word, singing to God, praying to God and giving 
to God. On the last Sunday of the month, children, Pre-
K-5th Grade are invited to a special Children’s Church 
in the Children’s Ministry Suite.
*All children are invited to remain in the sanctuary on 
the 1st Sunday of the month to take part in worship and 
Communion with family.

SUNDAYS FOR YOUTH
Director of Youth Ministries: Kim Ness
Middle School Coordinator: Erin Osborne
The PIT (basement level) • 6th - 12th Grade

Sunday School (9:45 a.m.)
Middle School class is using a well-loved curriculum 
called re:form. With funny videos, creative activities, 
and lots of time to explore big and small questions of 
faith, this will be a fun, class for all our 6th-8th graders! 

Youth Group
Sunday night youth group is a fast hour of games, get-
to-know you activities, devotionals and discussion. 
This year our theme is Justice and Joy. Youth will 
gather in the PIT to talk about their faith and begin to 
understand their role in doing justice AND bringing 
joy to a hurting world.
Middle School meets 5:00 – 6:00 p.m.
High School meets 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. 

Combined Youth Dinner (6:00 p.m.)
Between MS and HS youth groups, everyone will 
gather in Fellowship Hall for a shared meal. If you’d 
like to help provide a meal for our youth, please sign 
up here: tinyurl.com/FPCYouthDinnerHosts

For more information about youth ministry at FPC, visit 
www.fpcathenspit.com.

HYBRID (in person and over Zoom)
Del Dunn Sunday School Class • Room 308
An in-depth study and discussion of scripture – with 
a chapter-by-chapter reading and discussion of the 
Gospel of Matthew. Zoom and in-person.
Coordinator: Susan Landrum (slandrum@uga.edu)
Zoom ID: 875 216 0708, PW: 634175

New Voices • Room 310
Did John Calvin and Martin Luther get it right? How 
does the concept of “A Priesthood of Believers” guide 
our Church life? How does it inform our discussion of 
critical theological theories and lessons? And, how can 
the Waymaker (who?) guide us through difficult times?
Led by: Lewis Hudgins (lewisahudgins@gmail.com)
Zoom ID: 674 533 8902

Wayne F. Middendorf Men’s Bible Class  
Bride’s Room, Tinsley Stern
Open and honest discussion in a nonjudgmental 
atmosphere about various aspects of Christianity.
Contacts: Ian Hardin (ianhardin1@gmail.com), Jim 
Scanlon (jjtscanlon@yahoo.com)
Zoom ID: 883 5159 0923 

IN PERSON
Builders • Room 301
This class is an invitation for parents of children and 
youth to come join for a time of fellowship and support.
Coordinators: Dr. Ryan Baer (ryan@firstpresathens.org), 
The Rev. Leigh Bonner (lbonner@firstpresathens.org)

College Connections • Room 302
How does your life intersect with the stories we 
call Holy Scripture? We will take a a deep dive into 
the writings of the New Testament with the goal of 
journeying from Matthew to Revelation. Grad and 
undergrad students are welcome to join at any time. 
Coordinator: The Rev. Will Norman (will@pscuga.org)

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ADULTS
9:45-10:40 a.m.









FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SESSION

Ryan Baer, Moderator      Pat Waldrip, Clerk of Session

	 Class of 2023	    Class of 2024	 Class of 2025
	 Sarah Bryan 	    Shannon Brooks 	 Lindsay Griffeth
	 Judy Burch 	    Phyllis Crowell 	 Angela Hunt
	 Kent Burel 	    Kemp Gaskill 	 Dan Nadenicek
	 Rod Canfield 	    Denise Horton 	 Karen Phillips
	 Melinda DeMaria 	    Paul Lee 	 Ethelyn Simpson
	 Jim Dove 	    Sharon Logan 	 Jeffrey Trapnell
	 Mark Hopkins 	    Bruce Middendorf 	 Pat Tritt
	 Matt Jones 	    Randy Riner 	 John Turner
	 Robyn McDonald 	    Chuck Toney 	 Pat Waldrip
	 Keith Oelke

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF

             Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor (ryan@firstpresathens.org)
             The Rev. Leigh Bonner, Interim Associate Pastor (lbonner@firstpresathens.org)
             The Rev. Margaret Davis, Parish Associate (margaret@firstpresathens.org)
             Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist (jcoble@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Kim Ness, Director of Youth Ministries (kness@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministries (natalie@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Elaine Johnson, Director of Weekday School (elaine@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Lucy Bell Johnson, Office Administrator (lbell@firstpresathens.org)
             Mr. Paulo Santos, Director of Communications (paulo@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Jennifer Sunderlin, Receptionist/Accounting Assistant (frontdesk@firstpresathens.org)
             Ms. Jennifer Adams, Church Accountant (jadams@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Marcy Fabris, Weekday School Administrative Assistant (wds@firstpresathens.org)
             Ms. Rita Raines, Nursery Coordinator
             Mrs. Charlotte Chromiak, Children’s Music Assistant (charlotteposs@gmail.com)
             Mrs. Madeline Van Dyck, Parish Nurse 
             Mr. Wayne Brock, Sexton


