First|Presbyterian Church/Athens

In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is
to create a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!

March 19, 2023
8:45 and 11:00 a.m.
Fourth Sunday in Lent

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD

Welcome to all who are worshipping with us. As we enter a holy space this morning, please
silence your cell phone.

Greeting Psalm 118:24
This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!

Prelude Blessed Jesus, at Your Word Johann Sebastian Bach
Words of Welcome
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Call to Worship

We come to sanctify ourselves.

We come seeking to be worthy of our call.

The Lord looks not at our outward selves,

but seeks to know what is in our hearts.

Let us learn what is pleasing to the Lord,

that we might live as children of the Most High.

*Hymn 417 Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation ~ REGENT SQUARE

*Call to Confession

*Prayer of Confession

God of compassion and mercy, we sometimes fail to see what
you are doing in the world. We want you to act in ways we predict,
but we forget: you do what is good, not what is expected. Forgive
us when we do not recognize your miracles. Forgive us when we
doubt the wisdom of your actions. Most of all, forgive us when we
do not respond to your call, ignoring what we need to do to show
the world your love and grace.

*Those who are able may stand.

Please sign and pass the
Fellowship Pad, making
note of new and old friends,
check in on Facebook, and
Sfollow us on Instagram
(firstpresathensga).

Although the ancient
text Christ Is Made the
Sure Foundation has
often been used at
church dedications,
the first stanza refers to
the people of God and
the second to the place
where they meet. The
tune is named for a
prominent Presbyterian
Church in London.



At “The Peace,” worship-
ers are invited to greet each
other by saying, “The
peace of Christ be with
you,” and responding,
“And also with you.”

After the Passing of the
Peace at the 11:00 a.m.
service, children, ages
Pre-K - grade 1, are invited
to Children’s Church held
in the Children’s Ministry
Suite on the first floor.

11:00 Lay Reader:
Dan Nadenicek

The anthem isa
popular chorale setting
from Bach’s Cantata
147. The anthem and
organ works in today’s
service acknowledge
the birthday ofJ. S.
Bach, March 21.

God Whose Giving Knotws
No Ending is a text on
stewardship submitted
to the Hymn Society of
Americain 1961. The
tune, Beach Spring, is an
carly American shape
note tune named for a
Baptist church in Harris
County, Georgia.

Next to the Nicene
Creed, The Apostles’
Creed is the most
universally accepted
doctrinal statement in
Christendom. Although
not written by apostles,
it reflects the theological
formulations of the first
century church. Arising
from an early baptismal
creed, it underwent
development, attaining
its present form in the
eighth century.

*Silent Prayer

*Congregational Response Healey Willan
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*Assurance of Pardon

*The Peace
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

Prayer for Illumination

First Lesson Psalm 43:3-4, page 505
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

11:00 Anthem Jesu, Joy of Our Desiring  Johann Sebastian Bach
Jesu, joy of our desiring, holy wisdom, love most bright,
drawn by thee, our souls aspiring, soar to uncreated light.
Word of God our flesh that fashioned with the fire of life impassioned.
Striving still to truth unknown, soaring, dying, round thy throne

Second Lesson Matthew 25:14-30, page 906
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Sermon Extravagant Generosity Dr. Ryan Baer

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

*Hymn 422  God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending

* Affirmation of Faith
I believe in God the Father almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church;
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

BEACH SPRING
The Apostles” Creed

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory, forever. Amen.



Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings You may mail your check,
set up an automatic payment

Offertory Adagio Antonio Vivaldi | ¢ your pledge through your

bank, or donate online
trans. J.S. Bach using this QR code or at

. firstpresathens.org/
Doxology Hymn 592 home/giving. Thank you
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; for your generosity.

praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication

SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD

Each successive stanza

of We Give Thee but
*Hymn 428 We Give Thee but Thine Own SCHUMANN | Thine Own expands
the implications of
*Charge and Benediction the first. Stewardship
shapes our relationship
*Congregational Response ARHYD Y NOS | with God and with
Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure. other people. Despite
Here you learned how much I love you, what I can cure. the tune’s name, no

source has been found

B .
Here you heard my dear Son’s story; i Schumann’s works.

here you touched him, saw his glory.

Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure. Texts and music for hymns and
sung responses reprinted under
Postlude Fantasia in G Johann Sebastian Bach OneLicense.net #A-714861

A special word of welcome to our guests: thank you for joining us for worship this morning.
Please fill out the Fellowship Pad so that we may be in touch. We are delighted you are here and
look forward to seeing you again.

Nurseries for children 4 years old and younger, available from 8:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m., are
located next to the Children’s Ministry Suite and are accessible down the stairs in the Atrium
and through the glass door.

Children, Pre K — 1st Grade, are invited to Children’s Church during the 11:00 a.m.
worship service. Children’s Church will be held downstairs in the Children’s Ministry Suite.
We will depart for Children’s Church following the Passing of the Peace. To pick up your child
after the service, please go to the church courtyard entrance of the Children’s Ministry Suite.

Spiritual Practices in Fellowship Hall

Each Sunday during Lent, Sunday school classes are invited to sign up for one Sunday to join Rev.
Leigh Bonner in Fellowship Hall for a time of guided spiritual practices (lectio divina, visio divina,
and labyrinth-walking). All are welcome to attend any Sundays. Each week will have a different set of
scripture, art, and prayers to explore together. Alternatively, you are welcome for a self~guided spiritual
practices in Fellowship Hall during lent, Mondays through Thursdays between 1:00-3:30 p.m.

Children’s Ministry Mini Mission Project — Summer Camp Fun!

Dear Church Family, please help us continue to share God’s love by helping our Bethel Buddy neighbors
get to go to summer camp. Lay Park Community Center is a camp for kids and does fun things like
sports, crafts, and all other kinds of fun stuffl This camp runs for eight weeks, Monday-Friday. It is
$100 for all 8 weeks, per child. Thank you so much! Love, The Children of First Presbyterian

You may make an online donation, mail a check, place a check in the offering plate or place on
the church’s reception desk. Please be sure to note thatitis for “Children’s Ministry Mini Mission
Project — Summer Camp Fun.” If you have any questions, contact Natalie Bishop, Director of

Children’s Ministry at natalie@firstpresathens.org. 3



NOTES ON THE SERVICE

WORSHIP LEADERS

Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor

The Rev. Leigh Bonner, Interim Associate Pastor
Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist

Lay Reader
11:00 a.m. Dan Nadenicek

USHERS
8:45 a.m. John Simpson (head),
Diane Hartzell
11:00 a.m. Matt Bishop (head), Abigale Bishop,
Jimmy Bishop, Andrew Griffith

GREETER
11:00 a.m. Ed Ferguson

FELLOWSHIP HOSTS
Wayne F. Middendorf Men’s Bible Class

FLOWERS

The Sanctuary flowers are given to the glory of
God in memory of Marian Alice Wendler and
Andrew Scott Carr McKay by Carol McKay.

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN
Bryan Owens

SUNDAY MORNING MANAGER
Aiden Dowling

TO AID IN WORSHIP

If you need to leave the sanctuary during the

service, a live video feed is available in the Atrium

and at 11:00 a.m. 1s on Facebook and YouTube.

Available in the Narthex or from an usher:

* Personal hearing receivers usable
anywhere in the sanctuary

* Large-print hymnals, Bibles, bulletins,
and hymnsheets

* Sermons from the previous six weeks

CONGREGATIONAL CARE

Prayer requests can be submitted to the church
office, 706-543-4338, by the Prayer Request
link on our church website (firstpresathens.org)
or on the prayer cards in the Fellowship Pads.

Holy Week Services & Activities

Palm Sunday, April 2

Everyone is invited to the upper parkinglot to follow the donkey in the palm procession at 10:40 a.m.

Holy Week, through Wednesday, April 5, 1:00-3:30 p.m.,
Self-guided spiritual practices (lectio divina, visio divina, and labyrinth-walking) in Fellowship Hall.

Maundy Thursday, April 6, Dinner at 5:30 p.m., Service at 7:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall

We will recall the night of Jesus” arrest and celebrate the sacrament of Holy Communion.

Good Friday Service, April 7, Friendship Presbyterian Church, 7:00 p.m.
Our siblings from Athens area Presbyterian churches and campus ministry will gather for the
annual Good Friday service, hosted this year by Friendship Presbyterian Church.

Easter, April 9
Easter Sunrise Service, 6:45 a.m.

Oconee Hill Cemetery invites everyone to the Wingfield Chapel within the cemetery grounds
for an Easter Sunrise Service led by Dr. Ryan Baer at 6:45 a.m. Gates will open at 6:15 a.m.
Please dress comfortably and consider bringing a flashlight and folding chair.

Easter Worship Services: 8:45 & 11:00 a.m., One Great Hour of Sharing Offering
Join us for the celebration of the risen Christ. We will receive an offering for the One Great Hour
of Sharing, which will be used to help Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, Presbyterian Hunger
Program, and Self Development of People through the Presbyterian Church USA.

Easter Egg Hunt

Children are invited to hunt for Easter Eggs in the Courtyard before heading to our Biscuit Brunch.

Biscuit Brunch, 9:30 a.m., Fellowship Hall

Between services, instead of Sunday School, we will all gather as a church family for fellowship.



THIS WEEK

Sunday, March 19 - Fourth Sunday in Lent
8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Services, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
9:45a.m.  Sunday School and Godly Play
12:00 p.m.  Atrium Refreshments, Atrium
12:30 p.m.  Mission & Outreach Commission Meeting, Moses Waddel Room
3:30 p.m.  St. Andrews Choir and Cherub Choir Rehearsals, Room 203
4:20 p.m.  Celebration Singers Rehearsal, Youth Choir Room
5:00 p.m.  Middle School Youth Group, The PIT
6:00 p.m.  Youth Group Dinner, Fellowship Hall
6:30 p.m.  High School Youth Group, The PIT

Monday, March 20
5:30 p.m.  Handbell Choir Rehearsal, Room 205

Tuesday, March 21
1:00 p.m.  Staff Meeting, Staff Conference Room
1:30 p.m.  Knitting Purls, Parlor

Wednesday, March 22
4:30 p.m.  Connecting Threads (Crochet and Knitting Group), Parlor
4:45 p.m.  St. Andrews Choir Rehearsal, Room 203
5:30 p.m.  Wed@First Dinner, Fellowship Hall
6:30 p.m.  “This I Believe: Conversations on the Confession of Belhar”, Moses Waddel Room
6:30 p.m.  Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Room 202

Thursday, March 23
9:10 a.m.  Weekday School Chapel, Children’s Ministry Suite
2:00 p.m.  Mellows, Wesley Woods (Talmadge Terrace)

Saturday, March 25
10:00 a.m.  Northeast Georgia Called Presbytery Meeting via Zoom

Sunday, March 26 - Fifth Sunday in Lent
8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Services, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
9:45am.  Sunday School and Godly Play
12:00 p.m.  Atrium Refreshments, Atrium
3:30 p.m.  St. Andrews Choir and Cherub Choir Rehearsals, Room 203
4:20 p.m.  Celebration Singers Rehearsal, Youth Choir Room
5:00 p.m.  Middle School Youth Group, The PIT
6:00 p.m.  Youth Group Dinner, Fellowship Hall
6:30 p.m.  High School Youth Group, The PIT

Ly Easter Lily Dedication ‘£

If you wish to give a contribution in honor or memory of a loved one, please place your

order by Monday, April 3. Each dedication is $10. You may place your completed form and

check in the offering plate, mail it to the church office, order online, or contact the church

at 706-543-4338 or frontdesk@firstpresathens.org with your dedications. Each dedication
will be listed in the April 9 worship service bulletin.

In Memory of

In Honor of

Given by
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Spring Programs 2023
February 8 - March 29

4:30 — 5:30 p.m. Connecting Threads (Crochet &
Knitting Group), Parlor

4:30 — 5:30 p.m. Shakespeare and Friends:
“Dante’s Inferno’>, Room 308

5:00 —5:30 p.m. St. Andrews Choir, Room 202
5:30 — 6:30 p.m. Dinner, Fellowship Hall
*6:30 — 7:30 p.m. “This I Believe: Conversations on
the Confession of Belhar” with

Dr. Baer, Moses Waddel Room

*6:30 — 8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir, Room 202
*Childcare Provided

Wednesday Night Dinner
5:30 - 6:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall

$10 adults, $40 max per household (compli-
mentary for children 5 and under). Please RSVP
online at tinyurl.com/FPCWaFSpring2023, using
the QR code, or by contacting the church office
e-mail frontdesk@firstpresathens.org or call 706-
543-4338 by Mondays at 12:00 p.m.




EDUCATION - FAITH FORMATION

SUNDAYS FOR CHILDREN
Director of Children’s Ministries: Natalie Bishop
Nutsery Coordinator: Rita Raines

Nursery Play, 8:30 a.m. — 12:15 p.m.

Children’s Playroom ¢ Infants —4 Year Olds

Little ones are invited to Nursery Play during worship
and Sunday school. Children will enjoy playtime,
Bible stories, and a light snack with church friends.

Godly Play, 9:45 a.m.-10:45 a.m.

Children’s Ministry Suite ® Pre-K —5th Grade
Children are invited to Godly Play during the Sunday
School hour. Godly Play is an innovative way of teaching
and learning that helps children “discover” who God is
rather than being “told” who God is. The structure and
routine of Godly Play offer children a safe and nurturing
space to explore, connect, wonder, and worship God.

Children and Worship, 8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
All children are welcome to remain in worship with
their families every Sunday. Children’s bulletins, Bibles,
and books are available at the children’s tables located in
the Narthex and on both sides of the choir loft.

Children’s Church, 11:00 a.m. Worship Service
Children, Pre-K — 1st Grade are invited to Children’s
Church to continue worshipping together by listening to
God’s Word, singing to God, praying to God and giving
to God. On the last Sunday of the month, children, Pre-
K-5th Grade are invited to a special Children’s Church
in the Children’s Ministry Suite.

*All children are invited to vemain in the sanctuary on
the 1st Sunday of the month to take part in worship and
Communion with family.

SUNDAYS FOR YOUTH

Director of Youth Ministries: Kim Ness

Middle School Coordinator: Erin Osborne

The PIT (basement level) * 6th - 12th Grade

Sunday School (9:45 a.m.)

Middle School class is using a well-loved curriculum
called re:form. With funny videos, creative activities,
and lots of time to explore big and small questions of

faith, this will be a fun, class for all our 6th-8th graders!

Youth Group

Sunday night youth group is a fast hour of games, get-
to-know you activities, devotionals and discussion.
This year our theme is Justice and Joy. Youth will
gather in the PIT to talk about their faith and begin to
understand their role in doing justice AND bringing
joy to a hurting world.

Middle School meets 5:00 — 6:00 p.m.

High School meets 6:30 — 7:30 p.m.

Combined Youth Dinner (6:00 p.m.)

Between MS and HS youth groups, everyone will
gather in Fellowship Hall for a shared meal. If you’d
like to help provide a meal for our youth, please sign
up here: tinyurl.com/FPCYouthDinnerHosts

For more information about youth ministry at FPC, visit
www.fpcathenspit.com.

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ADULTS
9:45-10:40 a.m.

HYBRID (in person and over Zoom)

Del Dunn Sunday School Class * Room 308
An in-depth study and discussion of scripture — with
a chapter-by-chapter reading and discussion of Paul’s
Epistle to the Romans. Zoom and in-person.

Coordinator: Susan Landrum (slandrum@uga.edu)
Zoom ID: 875 216 0708, PW: 634175

New Voices * Room 310

Did John Calvin and Martin Luther get it right? How
does the concept of ““A Priesthood of Believers” guide
our Church life? How does it inform our discussion of
critical theological theories and lessons? And, how can
the Waymaker (who?) guide us through difficult times?
Led by: Lewis Hudgins (lewisahudgins@gmail.com)
Zoom ID: 674 533 8902

Wayne F. Middendorf Men’s Bible Class
Bride’s Room, Tinsley Stern

Open and honest discussion in a nonjudgmental atmo-
sphere about various aspects of Christianity.

Contacts: Ian Hardin (ianhardinl@gmail.com), Jim
Scanlon (jjtscanlon@yahoo.com)

Zoom ID: 883 5159 0923

IN PERSON

Builders ¢ Room 301

This class is an invitation for parents of children and
youth to come join for a time of fellowship and support.
Coordinators: Dr. Ryan Baer (ryan@firstpresathens.org),
The Rev. Leigh Bonner (lbonner@firstpresathens.org)

College Connections * Room 302

How does your life intersect with the stories we
call Holy Scripture? We will take a a deep dive into
the writings of the New Testament with the goal of
journeying from Matthew to Revelation. Grad and
undergrad students are welcome to join at any time.

Coordinator: The Rev. Will Norman (will@pscuga.org)



Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation

7th century, Latin  °
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422  God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending

BEACH SPRING 8787 D
The Sacred Harp, 1844
Robert L. Edwards, 1961 Harm. James H. Wood, 1958
f) ; L ;
1 ] ] ] ] ot : T T :
G— 7 g — a} = 2 a{ -6;-
1. God,whose giv - ing knowsno end - ing, From Your rich and
2. Skills and time are ours for press - ing Towardthe  goals of
3. Trea-sure too You have en - trust - ed, Gain throughpowers Your
n 1 l i 1
7 i e, e, = ' t — 1 f
%ﬁ?r;:—_jt:—F 6_& g,—‘“‘—fr . H —
r' T
. - J |
. ! g* o & reY Yo —& 2
25 = —p Z
L T I !
1 | i L
:£1 T { t ] § ' ' e ]
W (%) ﬁ a ® { U}
end - less store, Na - ture’s won - der, Je - sus’ wis - dom,
Christ, Your Son: All at peace in  healthand free - dom,
grace con - ferred; Ours fo use for home and kin - dred,
n L] ‘ l i1
AL f i r ¢ i f ' t f
e e ===
v F s 7 © g r#
o |
Oy 2 B . . i #
Z e —L o ! | z & =
I | ' | !
e —— e e 2
e ————————— = —
Cost-ly cross, grave’s shat - tered door: Gift-ed by You, we turn
Rac-es joined, the church made one. Nowdi - rect our dai - ly
And to spread the gos - pel Word. O -pen wide our hands,in
{) . [ i 1o
e : l ! 1 7 —&-
I Vapaz S5 T (T TC
rEr =
— W | .L_.i )
S P— e = S
sk i ) = 1 H
! 1 o T 1

Text: Copyright © 1961 by The Hymn Society of America, Texas Christian University, Fort Worth, Texas 76129, All rights reserved.

Used by permiss:

o,

Music; Harmonization ® copyright 1958, Renewal 1986 Broadman Press. All rights reserved. Used by permission.



i : Jr—
I i

LS ) y I
to  You, Of - fering up our - selvesin praise; Thank-ful
la - bor, Lest we strive for self a - lone; Born with
shar - ing, As we heed Christ’s age - less call, Heal - ing,

]
T T I
123 ]
= £ [+
=

1 !

e . = Ty
song shall rise for - ev - er, Gracious do - npor of our days.
tal - ents, makeus  ser - vants Fit to an - swer at Your throne.
teach -ing, and re - claim - ing, Serv-ing You by lov-ing all.

4
1 1 ] I H I l
T ]

e

[ 3

ate’
]

by

g9

- é.ﬁ;ﬂ%ﬁﬁ?éﬁi%
=

L)




We Give Thee but Thine Own 428

SCHUMANN SM
William Walsham How, c. 1858 Mason and Webb’s Cantica Laudis, 1850
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1. We  give Thee but Thine own, What-e’er the gift may  be;

2. May we Thy boun-ties thus  As stew-ards true re - ceive,
3. To com-fort and to  bless, To find a balm for woe,
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5. And we believe Thy Word,
Though dim our faith may be;
Whate’er for Thine we do, O Lord,
We do it unto Thee,
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SESSION
Ryan Baer, Moderator ~ Pat Waldrip, Clerk of Session

Crass oF 2023 CrLass oF 2024 Curass oF 2025
Sarah Bryan Shannon Brooks Lindsay Griffeth
Judy Burch Phyllis Crowell Angela Hunt
Kent Burel Kemp Gaskill Dan Nadenicek
Rod Canfield Denise Horton Karen Phillips
Melinda DeMaria Paul Lee Ethelyn Simpson
Jim Dove Sharon Logan Jeffrey Trapnell
Mark Hopkins Bruce Middendorf Pat Tritt

Matt Jones Randy Riner John Turner
Robyn McDonald Chuck Toney Pat Waldrip
Keith Oclke

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF

Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor (ryan@firstpresathens.org)

The Rev. Leigh Bonner, Interim Associate Pastor (Ibonner@firstpresathens.org)
The Rev. Margaret Davis, Parish Associate (margaret@firstpresathens. org)

Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist (jcoble@firstpresathens.org)

Mrs. Kim Ness, Director of Youth Ministries (kness@firstpresathens. org)

Mrs. Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministries (natalie@firstpresathens.org)
Mrs. Elaine Johnson, Director of Weekday School (elaine@firstpresathens.org)
Mrs. Lucy Bell Johnson, Office Administrator (lbell@firstpresathens. org)

Mr. Paulo Santos, Director of Communications (paulo@firstpresathens.org)

Mrs. Jennifer Sunderlin, Receptionist/Accounting Assistant (frontdesk @firstpresathens. org)
Ms. Jennifter Adams, Church Accountant (jadams@firstpresathens. org)

Mrs. Marcy Fabris, Weekday School Administrative Assistant (wds@furstpresathens. org)
Ms. Rita Raines, Nursery Coordinator

Mrs. Charlotte Chromiak, Children’s Music Assistant (charlotteposs@gmail.com)
Mrs. Madeline Van Dyck, Parish Nurse

Mr. Wayne Brock, Sexton




