First|Presbyterian Church/Athens

In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is
to create a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!

March 5, 2023
8:45 and 11:00 a.m.
Second Sunday in Lent
Communion Sunday

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD

Welcome to all who are worshipping with us. As we enter a holy space this morning, please
silence your cell phone.

Greeting Psalm 118:24
This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!

Prelude Ora Labora Gerre Hancock

Words of Welcome

Song of Gathering PROSPECT

The glo - ry of these for - ty days we cel - e - brate with
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songs of praise; for  Christ, by whom all things were
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made, him - self has fast - ed  and has  prayed.
Call to Worship

There is so much we do not understand, so many mysteries in this
life of faith. But some things are certain. We do know:

Our help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth.
God is our keeper and our shade.Let us lift our eyes to God.

*Hymn 488 The God of Abraham Praise LEONI
*Call to Confession

*Prayer of Confession

Teacher, you call us to go, following the plan that you have set
out for us. You promise us blessings and purpose, but we do not
trust your words. We cling to what we already know, we trustin
what we can see and touch, we make excuses for our failure to
trustin you. Call to us again, that we may be born again through
your Spirit. Help us to believe and give us the abundant life that
comes from following your will.

*Those who are able may stand.

Please sign and pass the
Fellowship Pad, making
note of new and old friends,
check in on Facebook, and
Sfollow us on Instagram
(firstpresathensga).

Shaped by its traditional
Jewish tune, The God of
Abraham Praise conveys
the essence of the
Yigdal, a canticle based
on a medieval Hebrew
statement of faith often
used in synagogue
worship.



At “The Peace,” worship-
ers are invited to greet each
other by saying, “The
peace of Christ be with
you,” and responding,
“And also with you.”

Children are invited to
remain in the Sanctuary
on Communion Sundays.

11:00 Lay Reader:
Ella Stewart

All Who Love and

Serve Your City is a
20th-century text that
enriches the neglect-
ed genre of urban
hymns. The second
stanza quotes John

9:4, the third stanza
refers to Jesus weeping
over Jerusalem (from
Matthew 23 and Luke
13), and the final line
cites the name given to
Israel’s future holy city
(from Ezekiel 48).

You may mail your check,
set up an automatic payment
of your pledge through your
bank, or donate online
using this QR code or at
firstpresathens.org/
home/giving. Thank you
for your generosity.
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*Silent Prayer

*Congregational Response Healey Willan
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on us. Lord, have mer - ¢y up - on us.

*Assurance of Pardon

*The Peace
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

Prayer for Illumination

First Lesson Psalm 16:5-8, page 485
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Second Lesson Matthew 20:1-16, page 899
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Sermon The Vineyard Dr. Ryan Baer

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

*Hymn 413 All Who Love and Serve Your City CHARLESTOWN

* Affirmation of Faith
I believe in God the Father almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church;
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Apostles” Creed

Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings
8:45 Offertory  Deck Yourself, My Soul, with Gladness Johannes Brahms

11:00 Offertory Ave Verum Camille Saint-Saéns
Translation: Hail true body, born of Virgin Mary, who has truly suffered, was
sacrificed on the cross for mortals, whose side was pierced, whence flowed
water and blood: be for us a foretaste of heaven during our final examining. O
Jesus sweet, o Jesus pure, O Jesus, son of Mary, have mercy upon me. Amen.



*Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;

praise him above, ye heavenly host;

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication

Sacrament of Holy Communion

Invitation to the Lord’s Table

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise....

Hymn 592

The musical setting
of the communion
liturgy was written by
American composer

Sanctus Thomas Pavlechko.
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The Lord’s Prayer Hymnal, p. 16
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,

as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread and Giving of the Cup

Communion of the People

Using Jesus’ harvest Prayer after Communion

imagery in John 4,

Matthew 9, and Luke SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD

10, Come, Labor On

sounds a compelling *Hymn 415 Come, Labor On ORALABORA
call to Christian ser-

vice. The words gain *Charge and Benediction

energy from the strong ]

tune whose name, *Congregational Response AR HYD Y NOS
Ora Labora, echoes the Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to me.

Benedictine motto

5 _ “ Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free.
Prayer is work.

Here my Spirit’s power filled you;
here my tender comfort stilled you.

Texts and music for hymns and Go, my children, fed and nourished, joyful and free.
sung responses reprinted under
OneLicense.net #A-714861 Postlude Ora Labora Gerre Hancock

A special word of welcome to our guests: thank you for joining us for worship this morning.
Please fill out the Fellowship Pad so that we may be in touch. We are delighted you are here and
look forward to seeing you again.

Nurseries for children 4 years old and younger, available from 8:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m., are located
next to the Children’s Ministry Suite and are accessible down the stairs in the Atrium and through
the glass door. Our fully vaccinated nursery staff is excited to welcome our youngest members.

Children’s Church is an important developmental time for children, but there are times when children
remaining in worship, watching and learning from their parents, is even more valuable. Children are in-
vited to remain in the sanctuary on Communion Sundays. Children’s Church will resume next Sunday

Red Cross Blood Drive Update

Thank you to everyone who participated in our blood drive on February 26. We collected 26 units
this year, which was over our goal!!l A special thanks to two individuals that did the Power Red,
which counted as 2 units each. We appreciate the donors and volunteers who made our event such
a big success.

Mark Hopkins, Chair, Mission and Outreach Commission

Spiritual Practices in Fellowship Hall

Each Sunday during Lent, Sunday school classes are invited to sign up for one Sunday to join Rev.
Leigh Bonner in Fellowship Hall for a time of guided spiritual practices (lectio divina, visio divina,
and labyrinth-walking). All are welcome to attend any Sundays. Each week will have a difterent set of
scripture, art, and prayers to explore together. Alternatively, you are welcome for a self-guided spiritual
practices in Fellowship Hall during lent, Mondays through Thursdays between 1:00-3:30 p.m.



NOTES ON THE SERVICE

WORSHIP LEADERS

Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor

The Rev. Leigh Bonner, Interim Associate Pastor
Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist

Lay Reader
11:00 a.m. Ella Stewart

USHERS
8:45 a.m. John Simpson (head), Mary Peace

11:00 a.m. Matt Bishop (head)

GREETERS
11:00 a.m. Jayne Bailey, Ed Ferguson

FELLOWSHIP HOSTS

Fellowship & Evangelism Commission

FLOWERS

The Sanctuary flowers are given to the glory of
God. We have two rosebuds in honor of the
birth of Mae Jones McCarrick and Eliza Jones
McCarrick on January 31, 2023. Their parents are
Jack T. McCarrick and Lillian Jones McCarrick,
and their grandfather is Lawrence F. Jones.

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIANS
Bryan Owens

SUNDAY MORNING MANAGER
Chuck Toney

TO AID IN WORSHIP

If you need to leave the sanctuary during the

service, a live video feed 1s available in the Atrium

and at 11:00 a.m. 1s on Facebook and YouTube.

Available in the Narthex or from an usher:

* Personal hearing receivers usable
anywhere in the sanctuary

* Large-print hymnals, Bibles, bulletins,
and hymnsheets

* Sermons from the previous six weeks

CONGREGATIONAL CARE

Prayer requests can be submitted to the church
office, 706-543-4338, by the Prayer Request
link on our church website (firstpresathens.org)
or on the prayer cards in the Fellowship Pads.

Wednesday@First Spring Programs 2023
February 8 - March 29

4:30 - 5:30 p.m.
4:30 - 5:30 p.m.
5:00 — 5:30 p.m.
5:30 — 6:30 p.m.

%6:30 — 7:30 p.m.

Connecting Threads (Crochet & Knitting Group), Parlor
Shakespeare and Friends: ‘“‘Dante’s Inferno’’, Room 308
St. Andrews Choir, Room 202

Dinner, Fellowship Hall

“This I Believe: Conversations on the Confession of

Belhar’ with Dr. Baer, Moses Waddel Room

*¥6:30 — 8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir, Room 202
*Childcare Provided

Wednesday Night Dinner
5:30 - 6:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall

$10 adults, $40 max per family (complimentary for children 5 and under).
Please RSVP in the Atrium, online at tinyurl.com/FPCWaFSpring2023,
using the QR code, or by contacting the church office e-mail frontdesk@
firstpresathens.org or call 706-543-4338 by Mondays at 12:00 p.m.



THIS WEEK

Sunday, March 5 - Second Sunday in Lent, Communion Sunday, Food Sunday
8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Services, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
9:45a.m.  Sunday School and Godly Play
12:00 p.m.  Atrium Refreshments, Atrium
12:30 p.m.  Education and Discipleship Commission Meeting, Moses Waddel Room
3:30 p.m.  St. Andrews Choir and Cherub Choir Rehearsals, Room 203
4:20 p.m.  Celebration Singers Rehearsal, Youth Choir Room
5:00 p.m.  Middle School Youth Group, The PIT
6:00 p.m.  Youth Group Dinner, Fellowship Hall
6:30 p.m.  High School Youth Group, The PIT

Monday, March 6

12:30 p.m.  Suicide Prevention Group Meeting, Staff Conference Room
2:00 p.m.  Circle 2, Staff Conference Room
5:30 p.m.  Handbell Choir Rehearsal, Room 205

Tuesday, March 7
1:00 p.m.  Staff Meeting, Staff Conference Room
1:30 p.m.  Knitting Purls, Parlor
2:00 p.m.  Circle 3/4, Home of Betsy Canfield
5:15 p.m.  Associate Pastor Nominating Committee Meeting, Staff Conference Room
7:00 p.m.  Circle 6, Home of Ann Dunn

Wednesday, March 8
9:30 a.m.  Circle 7, Presbyterian Village
4:30 p.m.  Connecting Threads (Crochet and Knitting Group), Parlor
4:30 p.m.  Shakespeare and Friends: Dante’s Inferno, Room 308
4:45 p.m.  St. Andrews Choir Rehearsal, Room 203
5:30 p.m.  Wed@First Supper, Fellowship Hall
6:30 p.m.  “This I Believe: Conversations on the Confession of Belhar””, Moses Waddel Room
6:30 p.m.  Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Room 202

Thursday, March 9
9:10 a.m.  Weekday School Chapel, Children’s Ministry Suite
5:00 p.m.  Administration Commission Meeting, Staff Conference Room

Sunday, March 12 - Third Sunday in Lent, Daylight Saving Time Begins, Books for
Keeps Book Drive Begins
8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Services, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
9:45am.  Sunday School and Godly Play
12:00 p.m.  Atrium Refreshments, Atrium
3:30 p.m.  St. Andrews Choir and Cherub Choir Rehearsals, Room 203
4:20 p.m.  Celebration Singers Rehearsal, Youth Choir Room

Books for Keeps Book Drive, March 12 - May 28

Since 2009, Books for Keeps has given more than half a million books to children from low-
income families in grades Pre-K through 12. FPC has become a large supporter of Books for
Keeps with our annual book drive.

You can help make sure no child in our community goes a summer without great books to read.
Please bring your used books to the bins in the Atrium or church office. Books for Keeps can
accept books of all kinds except textbooks and encyclopedias. Any books that are not right for
their program go to the annual BFK Book Sale, with proceeds used to buy new children’s books.
To learn more about the organization, go to booksforkeeps.org. Thank you!



EDUCATION - FAITH FORMATION

SUNDAYS FOR CHILDREN
Director of Children’s Ministries: Natalie Bishop
Nursery Coordinator: Rita Raines

Nursery Play, 8:30 a.m. — 12:15 p.m.

Children’s Playroom e Infants —4 Year Olds

Little ones are invited to Nursery Play during worship
and Sunday school. Children will enjoy playtime,
Bible stories, and a light snack with church friends.

Godly Play, 9:45 a.m.-10:45 a.m.

Children’s Ministry Suite ® Pre-K — 5th Grade
Children are invited to Godly Play during the Sunday
School hour. Godly Play is an innovative way of teaching
and learning that helps children “discover” who God is
rather than being “told” who God is. The structure and
routine of Godly Play offer children a safe and nurturing
space to explore, connect, wonder, and worship God.

Children and Worship, 8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
All children are welcome to remain in worship with
their families every Sunday. Children’s bulletins, Bibles,
and books are available at the children’s tables located in
the Narthex and on both sides of the choir loft.

Children’s Church, 11:00 a.m. Worship Service
Children, Pre-K — 1st Grade are invited to Children’s
Church to continue worshipping together by listening to
God’s Word, singing to God, praying to God and giving
to God. On the last Sunday of the month, children, Pre-
K-5th Grade are invited to a special Children’s Church
in the Children’s Ministry Suite.

*All children are invited to vemain in the sanctuary on
the 1st Sunday of the month to take part in worship and
Communion with family.

SUNDAYS FOR YOUTH

Director of Youth Ministries: Kim Ness

Middle School Coordinator: Erin Osborne

The PIT (basement level) * 6th - 12th Grade

Sunday School (9:45 a.m.)

Middle School class is using a well-loved curriculum
called re:form. With funny videos, creative activities,
and lots of time to explore big and small questions of
faith, this will be a fun, class for all our 6th-8th graders!

Youth Group

Sunday night youth group is a fast hour of games, get-
to-know you activities, devotionals and discussion.
This year our theme is Justice and Joy. Youth will
gather in the PIT to talk about their faith and begin to
understand their role in doing justice AND bringing
joy to a hurting world.

Middle School meets 5:00 — 6:00 p.m.

High School meets 6:30 —7:30 p.m.

Combined Youth Dinner (6:00 p.m.)

Between MS and HS youth groups, everyone will
gather in Fellowship Hall for a shared meal. If you'd
like to help provide a meal for our youth, please sign
up here: tinyurl.com/FPCYouthDinnerHosts

For more information about youth ministry at FPC, visit
www.fpcathenspit.com.

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ADULTS
9:45-10:40 a.m.

HYBRID (in person and over Zoont)

Del Dunn Sunday School Class * Room 308
An in-depth study and discussion of scripture — with
a chapter-by-chapter reading and discussion of Paul’s
Epistle to the Romans. Zoom and in-person.
Coordinator: Susan Landrum (slandrum@uga.edu)

Zoom ID: 875 216 0708, PW: 634175

New Voices * Room 310

Did John Calvin and Martin Luther get it right? How
does the concept of “A Priesthood of Believers” guide
our Church life? How does it inform our discussion of
critical theological theories and lessons? And, how can
the Waymaker (who?) guide us through difficult times?
Led by: Lewis Hudgins (lewisahudgins@gmail.com)
Zoom ID: 674 533 8902

Wayne F. Middendorf Men’s Bible Class
Bride’s Room, Tinsley Stern

Open and honest discussion in a nonjudgmental atmo-
sphere about various aspects of Christianity.

Contacts: lan Hardin (ianhardinl@gmail.com), Jim
Scanlon (jjtscanlon@yahoo.com)

Zoom ID: 883 5159 0923

IN PERSON

Builders ¢ Room 301

This class is an invitation for parents of children and
youth to come join for a time of fellowship and support.
Coordinators: Dr. Ryan Baer (ryan@firstpresathens.org),
The Rev. Leigh Bonner (lbonner@firstpresathens. org)

College Connections * Room 302

How does your life intersect with the stories we
call Holy Scripture? We will take a a deep dive into
the writings of the New Testament with the goal of
journeying from Matthew to Revelation. Grad and
undergrad students are welcome to join at any time.
Coordinator: The Rev. Will Norman (will@pscuga.org)



483

Daniel ben Judah, 1404

LEONI 6684 D

Trans. Max Landsberg and Newton Mann, 1885; alt.

The God of Abraham Praise

Hebrew melody
Adapt. Thomas Olivers
and Meyer Lyon, 1770
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1. The God of A-brahampraise, Who reigns en-throneda - bove;
2. Your spir - it still lows free, High surg - ing where it will;
3. You have e - ter - nal life Im - plant - ed in the soul;
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The an-cient of e - ter - nal days,The God of love!
In proph-et’s word You spoke of old And You  speak still.
Your love shall be our strengthand stay, While a - ges roll
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The Lord, the great I Am, By earth and heavencon - fessed,
Es - tab-lished is Your law, And change-less it  shall stand,
We praise You, liv-ing God! We praise Your ho - ly name;
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We bow be-fore Your ho -ly mname, For - ev - er blest.
Deep writ up-on the hu - man heart, On sea, Or land.
The first, the last, be - yond all thought, And still the same!
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All Who Love and Serve Your City 413

CHARLESTOWN 8787

The United States Sacred Harmony, 1799
Erik Routley, 1566 Harm. Carlton R. Young, 1964
4) ; .
e e e
T P | ==
1. All wholove and serve your cit - y, All who bear its dai - ly stress,
2. In yourday of wealthand plen-ty, Wast - ed work and wast - ed play,
3. For all days are days of judg-ment, And the Lord is wait - ing still,
4. Ris - en Lord,shall yet the cit -y Be the «cit -y of de-spair?
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All who cry for peace and jus - tice, All who curse and all who bless:
Call to mind the word of Je - sus, “You must work while it is day.”
Draw - ing near a world thatspurns Him, Of - fering peace from Cal-vary’s hill.
Come to - day, our judge, our glo - ry. Be its name “The Lord is there!”
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Tex: © Copyright 1969 by Galliard, Ltd. All rights reserved, Used by permission of Gataxy Music Corp., Boston, sole U.S, agent.
Music: Harmonization copyright ©® 1965 by Abingdon Press. Used by permission,
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- Come, Labor On 415

ORA LABORA  4.10.10.104

Jane Laurie Borthwick, 1859; rev. 1863; alt. Thomas Tertins Noble, 1918
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1. Come, la-bor on. Who dares stand 1 - dle on the har-vest plain
2. Come, la-bor on, Claim the high call -ing an - gels can-not share;
3. Come, la-bor on, A - way with gloom-y doubts and faith-less fear!
4. Come, la-bor on. No time for rest, till glows the west-ern sky,
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Whileall  a-roundus wavesthe gold-en grain? And  to each ser - vant
To young and old the gos - pel glad-ness bear. Re - deemthe time; its
No arm so weak but may do ser-vice here; Thoughfee -ble. a - gents,
Till the longshad-ows o’er our path-way lie, And a glad sound comes
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does the Mas-ter say, “Go work to - day”
hours too swift-ly fiy. The  night draws  nigh.
may we all ful-fill God’s righ - teous will.
with the set-ting sun, “Well done, well done!”
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Musie: Copyright © 1918, 1946, 1982 Belwin-Mills Publishing Corp. International copyright secured.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SESSION
Ryan Baer, Moderator ~ Pat Waldrip, Clerk of Session

Crass oF 2023 Curass oF 2024 Crass oF 2025
Sarah Bryan Shannon Brooks Lindsay Grifteth
Judy Burch Phyllis Crowell Angela Hunt
Kent Burel Kemp Gaskill Dan Nadenicek
Rod Canfield Denise Horton Karen Phillips
Melinda DeMaria Paul Lee Ethelyn Simpson
Jim Dove Sharon Logan Jeffrey Trapnell
Mark Hopkins Bruce Middendorf Pat Tritt

Matt Jones Randy Riner John Turner
Robyn McDonald Chuck Toney Pat Waldrip
Keith Oclke

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF

Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor (ryan@firstpresathens.org)

The Rev. Leigh Bonner, Interim Associate Pastor (Ibonner@firstpresathens.org)
The Rev. Margaret Davis, Parish Associate (margaret@firstpresathens.org)

Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist (jcoble@firstpresathens.org)

Mrs. Kim Ness, Director of Youth Ministries (kness@firstpresathens.org)

Mrs. Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministries (natalie@firstpresathens.org)
Mrs. Elaine Johnson, Director of Weekday School (elaine@firstpresathens.org)
Mrs. Lucy Bell Johnson, Office Administrator (lbell@firstpresathens. org)

Mr. Paulo Santos, Director of Communications (paulo@firstpresathens.org)

Mrs. Jennifer Sunderlin, Receptionist/Accounting Assistant (frontdesk @firstpresathens. org)
Ms. Jennifer Adams, Church Accountant (jadams@firstpresathens. org)

Mrs. Marcy Fabris, Weekday School Administrative Assistant (wds@furstpresathens. org)
Ms. Rita Raines, Nursery Coordinator

Mrs. Charlotte Chromiak, Children’s Music Assistant (charlotteposs@gmail.com)
Mrs. Madeline Van Dyck, Parish Nurse

Mr. Wayne Brock, Sexton




