First|Presbyterian ChurchsAthens

In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is
to create a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!

February 26, 2023
8:45 and 11:00 a.m.
First Sunday in Lent

Presbyterian Student Center - Campus Ministry Sunday

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD

Welcome to all who are worshipping with us. As we enter a holy space this morning, please
silence your cell phone.

Greeting Psalm 118:24
This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!

Prelude Forty Days and Forty Nights C.P.E. Bach

Words of Welcome and Concerns of the Church
Moment for Mission Presbyterian Student Center

PROSPECT

Song of Gathering
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made, him - self has fast - ed and has  prayed.
Call to Worship

For forty days and forty nights,

led by the Spirit, Christ fasted in the wilderness.

For forty days and forty nights,

we prepare ourselves to meet the crucified and risen Christ.

*Hymn 81 Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days ~ ST. FLAVIAN

*Call to Confession

*Prayer of Confession
Merciful One, we are so easily tempted. We turn away from
your word so quickly. We seek anything that claims to save us
from discomfort, inconvenience, pain, fear, and emptiness. But
these are false idols, dissolving in the wind. You are our true
hope and salvation, our hiding place, our guide, our guardian.
We confess our transgressions to you: forgive our sins.

*Those who are able may stand.

Please sign and pass the
Fellowship Pad, making
note of new and old friends,
check in on Facebook, and
Sfollow us on Instagram
(firstpresathensga).

Lord, Who Throughout
These Forty Days was
written primarily for
children but works
equally well in remind-
ing adults how Lent
connects us with Christ’s
temptation in the
wilderness and prepares
us for Easter. It is set to
a 16th-century English
psalm tune.



At “The Peace,” worship-
ers are invited to greet each
other by saying, “The
peace of Christ be with
you,” and responding,
“And also with you.”

After the Passing of the
Peace at the 11:00 a.m.
service, children, ages
Pre-K - grade 5, are invited
to Children’s Church held
in the Children’s Ministry
Suite on the first floor.

Help Us Accept Each
Other is based on
Romans 15:7, recast as
a prayer in the opening
two lines of the first
stanza. The many
implications of living as
people who have been
accepted by Christ

fill the remaining
stanzas. This tune was
composed for the first
publication of the text.

Next to the Nicene
Creed, The Apostles’
Creed is the most
universally accepted
doctrinal statement in
Christendom. Although
not written by apostles,
it reflects the theological
formulations of the first
century church. Arising
from an carly baptismal
creed, it underwent
development, attaining
its present form in the
cighth century.
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*Silent Prayer

*Congregational Response Healey Willan
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*Assurance of Pardon

*The Peace
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

Prayer for Illumination

First Lesson Psalm 32:1-2, page 496

11:00 Anthem Wash Me Throughly David Halls
Wash me throughly from my wickedness, and forgive me all my sin.
For I acknowledge my faults, and my sin is ever before me.

Second Lesson Matthew 18:15-35, page 897
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Sermon Forgiveness The Rev. Will Norman

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

*Hymn 358 Help Us Accept Each Other BARONITA

* Affirmation of Faith
I believe in God the Father almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church;
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Apostles” Creed

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory, forever. Amen.



Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings

Offertory Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling Wilbur Held

*Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Hymn 592

*Prayer of Dedication

SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD

*Hymn 298 There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy ~ IN BABILONE
*Charge and Benediction
*Congregational Response ARHYDY NOS

Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure.

Here you learned how much I'love you, what I can cure.
Here you heard my dear Son’s story;

here you touched him, saw his glory.

Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure.

Postlude Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive Wilbur Held
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You may mail your check,
set up an automatic payment
of your pledge through your
bank, or donate online
using this QR code or at
firstpresathens.org/

give. Thank you for your
generosity.

There’s a Wideness

in God’s Mercy is an
excerpt from a much
longer hymn. It is

a reminder that the
model for our dealings
with others should be
God’s generosity rather
than limited human
tolerance. The tune is a
Dutch folk melody.

Texts and music for hymns and
sung responses reprinted under
OneLicense.net #A-714861

A special word of welcome to our guests: thank you for joining us for worship this morning.
Please fill out the Fellowship Pad so that we may be in touch. We are delighted you are here and
look forward to seeing you again.

Nurseries for children 4 years old and younger, available from 8:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m., are
located next to the Children’s Ministry Suite and are accessible down the stairs in the Atrium
and through the glass door.

Children, Pre K — 5th Grade, are invited to Children’s Church during the 11:00 a.m.
worship service. Children’s Church will be held downstairs in the Children’s Ministry Suite.
We will depart for Children’s Church following the Passing of the Peace. To pick up your child
after the service, please go to the church courtyard entrance of the Children’s Ministry Suite.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

USHER TRAINING

TODAY, FEBRUARY 26, 12:00 P.M.
Ushers play a very important role for our church
family. They serve as a church ambassador by
meeting, greeting, and assisting members and
visitors as they attend services. If you feel called
to learn more and serve as an usher, please
join us for a training in the Sanctuary today,
February 26, after the 11:00 a.m. service.

FOOD SUNDAY, MARCH 5

You may bring donations of canned tuna,
peanut butter, hot breakfast cereal
(oatmeal, grits, etc) to church Sunday,
March 5. You may also bring items to the
church office until Friday, March 3. Our
neighbors in need are very grateful for your
donations! Many thanks for your thoughtfulness
and generosity!



NOTES ON THE SERVICE

WORSHIP LEADERS
The Rev. Will Norman, Executive Campus
Minister, PSC

The Rev. Haley Lerner, Campus Minister, PSC

Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist

Mr. Jack Brock, PSC Co-Student Minister,
Graduate Ministry

Ms. Anna Murphy, PSC Music & Worship Intem

Mr. Christopher Rosselot, PSC Student Board
President

USHERS
8:45 a.m. John Simpson (head), Jim Dove

11:00 a.m. Richard Lane (head), Don DeMaria,
Michael Earl, Ethelyn Simpson,
Marcia Talmadge, Tom Wilfong

FELLOWSHIP HOSTS

Congregational Care Commission

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN
Bryan Owens

SUNDAY MORNING MANAGER
Aiden Dowling

FLOWERS

The flowers in the Sanctuary are given to the
glory of God. We have a rosebud in honor of
the birth of Henry Buchanan Hill on February
14,2023. His Parents are Carson and Sarah Hill.

TO AID IN WORSHIP

If you need to leave the sanctuary during

the service, a live video feed is available in the

Atrium, on Facebook, and YouTube.

Available in the Narthex or from an usher:

* Personal hearing receivers usable
anywhere in the sanctuary

» Large-print hymnals, Bibles, bulletins,
and hymnsheets

* Sermons from the previous six weeks

CONGREGATIONAL CARE

Prayer requests can be submitted to the church
office, 706-543-4338, by the Prayer Request
link on our church website (firstpresathens.org)
or on the prayer cards in the Fellowship Pads.

Wednesday@First Spring Programs 2023
February 8 - March 29

4:30 —5:30 p.m.
4:30 —5:30 p.m.
5:00 — 5:30 p.m.
5:30 — 6:30 p.m.

%6:30 — 7:30 p.m.

Connecting Threads (Crochet & Knitting Group), Parlor
Shakespeare and Friends: ‘“‘Dante’s Inferno’’, Room 308
St. Andrews Choir, Room 202

Dinner, Fellowship Hall

“This I Believe: Conversations on the Confession of

Belhar” with Dr. Baer, Moses Waddel Room

*¥6:30 — 8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir, Room 202
*Childcare Provided

Wednesday Night Dinner
5:30 - 6:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall

$10 adults, $40 max per family (complimentary for children 5 and under).
Please RSVP in the Atrium, online at tinyurl.com/WedAtFirst, using the QR
code, or by contacting the church office e-mail frontdesk@firstpresathens.org
or call 706-543-4338 by Mondays at 12:00 p.m.



THIS WEEK

Sunday, February 26 - First Sunday in Lent, Campus Ministry Sunday

8:00 a.m.

Red Cross Blood Drive, Fellowship Hall

8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Services, The Rev. Will Norman preaching

9:45 am.
9:45 am.
12:00 p.m.
12:00 p.m.
12:30 p.m.
2:00 p.m.
3:30 p.m.
4:20 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

Sunday School

A Special Lenten Godly Play (Families are invited to join), Children’s Ministry Suite
Atrium Refreshments, Atrium

Usher Training, Sanctuary

Education and Discipleship Commission Meeting, Moses Waddel Room
Project Sate Work Day, Project Safe Thrift Store (995 Hawthorne Avenue)
St. Andrews Choir and Cherub Choir Rehearsals, Room 203
Celebration Singers Rehearsal, Youth Choir Room

Middle School Youth Group, The PIT

Youth Group Dinner, Fellowship Hall

High School Youth Group, The PIT

Monday, February 27

5:30 p.m.  Handbell Choir Rehearsal, Room 205
Wednesday, March 1
4:30 p.m.  Connecting Threads (FPC Crochet & Knitting Group), Parlor
4:30 p.m.  Shakespeare and Friends: Dante’s Inferno, Room 308
5:00 p.m.  St. Andrews Choir Rehearsal, Room 202
5:30 p.m.  Wed@First Supper, Fellowship Hall
6:30 p.m.  “This I Believe: Conversations on the Confession of Belhar”, Moses Waddel Room
6:30 p.m.  Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Room 202

Thursday, March 2

2:00 p.m.

The Mellows, Athens Heritage

Sunday, March 5 - Communion Sunday, Food Sunday
8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Services, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching

9:45 a.m.

12:00 p.m.
3:30 p.m.
4:20 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

Sunday School and Godly Play

Atrium Refreshments, Atrium

St. Andrews Choir and Cherub Choir Rehearsals, Room 203
Celebration Singers Rehearsal, Youth Choir Room

Middle School Youth Group, The PIT

Youth Group Dinner, Fellowship Hall

High School Youth Group, The PIT



EDUCATION - FAITH FORMATION

SUNDAYS FOR CHILDREN
Director of Children’s Ministries: Natalie Bishop
Nutrsery Coordinator: Rita Raines

Nursery Play, 8:30 a.m. — 12:15 p.m.

Children’s Playroom e Infants —4 Year Olds

Little ones are invited to Nursery Play during worship
and Sunday school. Children will enjoy playtime,
Bible stories, and a light snack with church friends.

Godly Play, 9:45 a.m.-10:45 a.m.

Children’s Ministry Suite * Pre-K — 5th Grade
Children are invited to Godly Play during the Sunday
School hour. Godly Play is an innovative way of teaching
and learning that helps children “discover” who God 1s
rather than being ““told” who God is. The structure and
routine of Godly Play offer children a safe and nurturing
space to explore, connect, wonder, and worship God.

Children and Worship, 8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
All children are welcome to remain in worship with
their families every Sunday. Children’s bulletins, Bibles,
and books are available at the children’s tables located in
the Narthex and on both sides of the choir loft.

Children’s Church, 11:00 a.m. Worship Service
Children, Pre-K — 1st Grade are invited to Children’s
Church to continue worshipping together by listening to
God’s Word, singing to God, praying to God and giving
to God. On the last Sunday of the month, children, Pre-
K-5th Grade are invited to a special Children’s Church
in the Children’s Ministry Suite.

*All children are invited to vremain in the sanctuary on
the 1st Sunday of the month to take part in worship and
Communion with family.

SUNDAYS FOR YOUTH

Director of Youth Ministries: Kim Ness

Middle School Coordinator: Erin Osborne

The PIT (basement level) * 6th - 12th Grade

Sunday School (9:45 a.m.)
Middle School class is using a well-loved curriculum
called re:form. With funny videos, creative activities,

and lots of time to explore big and small questions of
faith, this will be a fun, class for all our 6th-8th graders!

Youth Group

Sunday night youth group is a fast hour of games, get-
to-know you activities, devotionals and discussion.
This year our theme is Justice and Joy. Youth will
gather in the PIT to talk about their faith and begin to
understand their role in doing justice AND bringing
joy to a hurting world.

Middle School meets 5:00 — 6:00 p.m.

High School meets 6:30 — 7:30 p.m.

Combined Youth Dinner (6:00 p.m.)

Between MS and HS youth groups, everyone will
gather in Fellowship Hall for a shared meal. If you'd
like to help provide a meal for our youth, please sign
up here: tinyurl.com/FPCYouthDinnerHosts

For more information about youth ministry at FPC, visit
www.fpcathenspit.com.

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ADULTS
9:45-10:40 a.m.

HYBRID (in person and over Zoont)

Del Dunn Sunday School Class * Room 308
An in-depth study and discussion of scripture — with
a chapter-by-chapter reading and discussion of Paul’s
Epistle to the Romans. Zoom and in-person.

Coordinator: Susan Landrum (slandrum@uga.edu)
Zoom ID: 875 216 0708, PW: 634175

New Voices * Room 310

Did John Calvin and Martin Luther get it right? How
does the concept of “A Priesthood of Believers” guide
our Church life? How does it inform our discussion of
critical theological theories and lessons? And, how can
the Waymaker (who?) guide us through difficult times?
Led by: Lewis Hudgins (lewisahudgins@gmail.com)
Zoom ID: 674 533 8902

Wayne F. Middendorf Men’s Bible Class
Bride’s Room, Tinsley Stern

Open and honest discussion in a nonjudgmental atmo-
sphere about various aspects of Christianity.

Contacts: lan Hardin (ianhardin1@gmail.com), Jim
Scanlon (jjtscanlon@yahoo.com)

Zoom ID: 883 5159 0923

IN PERSON

Builders ¢ Room 301

This class is an invitation for parents of children and
youth to come join for a time of fellowship and support.
Coordinators: Dr. Ryan Baer (ryan@firstpresathens.org),
The Rev. Leigh Bonner (lbonner@firstpresathens.org)

College Connections * Room 302

How does your life intersect with the stories we
call Holy Scripture? We will take a a deep dive into
the writings of the New Testament with the goal of
journeying from Matthew to Revelation. Grad and
undergrad students are welcome to join at any time.
Coordinator: The Rev. Will Norman (will@pscuga.org)



81 Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days

Claudia F. 1. Hernaman, 1873; alt.
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1. Lord, who through-outthese for - ty days For us  didst fast and pray,
2. As Thou with Sa-tan didstcon-tend, And didst the vic-tory win,
3. And through these days of pen - i-tence, And through Thy Pas-sion - tide,
4. A - bide with us, that so, this life Of suf - fering o-ver - past,
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Teach us withThee to mournour sins, And close by Thee to  stay.
(@] give us strengthin  Thee to fight, In  Thee to con-quer sin.
Yea, ev-er-more, in life and death, O Lord, with us a - bide.
An  PEas-ter of wun - end-ing joy We may at-tain at last!
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Help Us Accept Each Other

BARONITA  7.676 D
Fred Kaan, 1975 Doreen Potter, 1975
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1. Help us ac - cept each oth - er As Christ ac - cept-ed us;

2. Teach us, O Lord, Your les - sons, As in our dai-ly life
3. Let Your ac - cep - tance change us, So that we may be moved
4, Lord, for to - day’s en - coun-ters With all who are in need,
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Teach us as sis - ter, broth-er, Each per - son to em-brace.
We strug - gle to be hu-man Andsearch for hope and faith.
In liv - dipg sit-u - a-tions To do the truth in love;
Who hun - ger for ac-cep-tance, For righ - teous-ness and bread,
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Be pres - ent, Lord, a-mongus And bring us to be-licve
Teach us to  care for peo-ple, For all, not  just for some,
To prac - tice Your ac-cep-tance Un - til we  know by heart
We need new eyes for see-ing, New hands for hold-ing on
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We are our - selves ac - cept-ed  And meant to  love and live.
To love them as we find them Or  as they may be-come.
The ta - _ble of for-give-ness And laugh - ter’s heal-ing art.
Re - new us  with Your Spir - it; Lord, free us, make us one!
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There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy

IN BABILONE

Frederick William Faber, 1854; alt.
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Dutch melody

Axrr. Julius Rontgen (1855-1933)
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1. There’sa wide-ness in God'smer-c¢y, Like the wide-ness of the sea;
2. For the love of Godis - broad-er Than the mea-sures of the mind;
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There’sa  kind-ness in God’sjus-tice, Which is  more than lib - er - ty.
the heart of the E - ter-nal Is most won-der - ful - ly kind.
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There is no place where earth’s sor-rows Are more feltthan up in heaven,
if our love were but more faith-ful, We would glad-ly trust God’s Word;
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Thereis  no place where earth’sfail-ings Have such kind-ly judg - ment given.

And our lives re - flect thanks-giv-ing For the good-ness of our Lord
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SESSION
Ryan Baer, Moderator ~ Pat Waldrip, Clerk of Session

Crass oF 2023 Curass oF 2024 Crass oF 2025
Sarah Bryan Shannon Brooks Lindsay Grifteth
Judy Burch Phyllis Crowell Angela Hunt
Kent Burel Kemp Gaskill Dan Nadenicek
Rod Canfield Denise Horton Karen Phillips
Melinda DeMaria Paul Lee Ethelyn Simpson
Jim Dove Sharon Logan Jeffrey Trapnell
Mark Hopkins Bruce Middendorf Pat Tritt

Matt Jones Randy Riner John Turner
Robyn McDonald Chuck Toney Pat Waldrip
Keith Oclke

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF

Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor (ryan@firstpresathens.org)

The Rev. Leigh Bonner, Interim Associate Pastor (Ibonner@firstpresathens.org)
The Rev. Margaret Davis, Parish Associate (margaret@firstpresathens.org)

Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist (jcoble@firstpresathens.org)

Mrs. Kim Ness, Director of Youth Ministries (kness@firstpresathens.org)

Mrs. Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministries (natalie@firstpresathens.org)
Mrs. Elaine Johnson, Director of Weekday School (elaine@firstpresathens.org)
Mrs. Lucy Bell Johnson, Office Administrator (lbell@firstpresathens. org)

Mr. Paulo Santos, Director of Communications (paulo@firstpresathens.org)

Mrs. Jennifer Sunderlin, Receptionist/Accounting Assistant (frontdesk @firstpresathens. org)
Ms. Jennifer Adams, Church Accountant (jadams@firstpresathens. org)

Mrs. Marcy Fabris, Weekday School Administrative Assistant (wds@furstpresathens. org)
Ms. Rita Raines, Nursery Coordinator

Mrs. Charlotte Chromiak, Children’s Music Assistant (charlotteposs@gmail.com)
Mrs. Madeline Van Dyck, Parish Nurse

Mr. Wayne Brock, Sexton




