
February 22, 2023
12:30 and 7:00 p.m.

Ash Wednesday

Texts and music for hymns and sung responses reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-714861

GATHERING
  Prelude                                             Forty Days and Forty Nights                                    C.P.E. Bach

  Call to Worship                     (adapted from Lavon Bayler’s Gathered by Love and Taught By Love)
	 Welcome to a season of self-examination; this is a time for reconciliation with God and neighbor.
	 Welcome together, elders and children, to meet God, longing for the abundant mercy 		
	 of our Creator.
	 This is a time for building spiritual disciplines, to become disciples. 
	 We seek to know God’s presence here and everywhere. We seek to follow in the steps of Jesus.
	 Let the wisdom of God guide you in truth. Prepare yourself for a period of testing. Be open 		
	 to the grace that enables your growth. 
	 We seek the steadfast love of God.

*Hymn			        Sunday’s Palms Are Wednesdays Ashes	    BEACH SPRING

*Those who are able may stand.

  Prayer for our Lenten Journey     Blessing the Dust: A Blessing for Ash Wednesday by Jan Richardson

EUCHARIST

  Invitation to the Lord’s Table 

  Great Thanksgiving 

  The Lord’s Prayer                                                                                                                     Hymnal, p. 16
	 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 
	 be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
	 debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
 	 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

  Breaking of the Bread and Giving of the Cup

  Communion of the People 

  Prayer after Communion
SENDING

*Hymn 77			  Forty Days and Forty Nights	 AUS DER TIEFE RUFE ICH

*Charge and Blessing

	 All depart in silence.   

All those days 
you felt like dust, 
like dirt, 
as if all you had to do 
was turn your face 
toward the wind 
and be scattered 
to the four corners 

or swept away 
by the smallest breath 
as insubstantial— 

Did you not know 
what the Holy One 
can do with dust? 

This is the day 
we freely say 
we are scorched. 

This is the hour 
we are marked 
by what has made it 
through the burning. 

This is the moment 
we ask for the blessing 
that lives within 
the ancient ashes, 
that makes its home 
inside the soil of 
this sacred earth. 

So let us be marked 
not for sorrow. 
And let us be marked 
not for shame. 
Let us be marked 
not for false humility 
or for thinking 
we are less 
than we are 

but for claiming 
what God can do 
within the dust, 
within the dirt, 
within the stuff 
of which the world 
is made, 
and the stars that blaze 
in our bones, 
and the galaxies that spiral 
inside the smudge 
we bear.



  7:00 p.m. Anthem	 Wash Me Throughly	 David Halls
	 Wash me throughly from my wickedness, and forgive me all my sin. 
	 For I acknowledge my faults, and my sin is ever before me.

	 Second Reading: Matthew 18:1-9, page 897

  Sermon		   	 A Childlike Faith	 The Rev. Leigh Bonner

  Invitation to Observe a Holy Lent

*Psalm 51                                                                                                                                 DUNDEE

  Imposition of Ashes
Those who wish may come forward to receive the imposition of ashes. One of the ministers will mark your 
forehead with ashes as a reminder that all of us will someday die, and as a sign that we trust in God’s grace 
in Jesus Christ. 

*Prayer of Confession
	 God who still speaks, we confess that we often act as if you have already said all you will say.
	 Instead of approaching you like curious children,  
	 we approach you as if we already know everything. We see our adult faith as greatest 
	 and the children’s faith as the least.  
	 Instead of approaching you with childlike openness, 
	 we tighten the yoke around our faith. 
	 Instead of noticing as children do where you are naked, thirsty, hungry, imprisoned, or visiting 	
	 as a stranger, 
	 we tighten the bonds of injustice. 
	 Help us change and become like children: 
	 Help us ask the hard questions. 
	 Help us listen for your voice, which is still speaking. 
	 Help us see Jesus in others. 
	 Help us loosen the bonds of injustice. 
	 Prepare us for these forty days by helping us change to be like children again. Amen.

*Responsive Assurance of Forgiveness (Isaiah 58:10-12)
	 If you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, 
	 then your light shall rise in the darkness and your gloom be like the noonday.
	 The Lord will guide you continually, and satisfy your needs in parched places, 
	 and make your bones strong; and you shall be like a watered garden, 
	 like a spring of water, whose waters never fail. 
	 Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; 
	 you shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to live in. 
	 We are forgiven in Jesus Christ, who repairs the breach between us and God, between		
 	 us and neighbor.

WORD
  Congregational Prayer for Illumination 

  Scripture	  		
First Reading: Isaiah 58:1-12, page 674 
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