
GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD

Greeting              
 This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!

Prelude              

Words of Welcome

Associate Pastor Nominating Committee 

Minute for Mission                                          

Song of Gathering
   Open my eyes, that I may see glimpses of truth thou hast for me;
   place in my hands the wonderful key that shall unclasp and set me free.
   Silently no I wait for thee, ready, my God thy will to see;
   open my eyes, illumine me, Spirit divine!

Call to Worship
   We come with questions.
   Searching for answers.
   Why does Jesus teach in parables?
   To open up our minds to wondering.
   How is the kingdom of God like a tiny seed?
   Like a seed, faith needs loving care and patient attention.
   Is God’s love big enough for everyone?
   Yes, it’s like a tree with branches that grow 
   for all the birds to perch and make their nests. 
   Are you ready to worship God?
   Yes, we are here with open minds and clear hearts, ready to worship. 

*Hymn 464 

February 12, 2023
Youth Sunday

In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian
Church is to create a community where people seek the truth
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, rejoice in worship, and go forth

sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!

Welcome to Youth Sunday!  
Please sign and pass the Fellowship Pad,
check in on Facebook, and follow us on
Instagram. We are so glad you are here.

Petch Bryan, organ
East Jackson Middle School, 6thMinuet                       Johann Sebastian Bach

Hymn 324, stanza 1

Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee              

Souper Bowl of Caring

Faith like a mustard seed

Isabelle Seward
North Oconee High School, 11th

Ben Carey
North Oconee High School, 9th

Jacob Page
Clarke Central High School, 9th

Thomas Bowden, props
North Oconee High School, 9th

Troy Aldrich, props
North Oconee High School, 9th

Thadd Pruitt
Clarke Central High School, 11th

Ode to Joy                    Ludwig van Beethoven

Mike Morris

Souper Bowl of Caring
In 1990, a simple prayer: "Lord, even as
we enjoy the Super Bowl football game,
help us be mindful of those who are
without a bowl of soup to eat" was
delivered during a church service at
Spring Valley Presbyterian Church in
Columbia, SC. That prayer started a
movement - the Souper Bowl of Caring.
Learn more: www.tacklehunger.org 

Shirley Gilleland, acolyte
Oconee County Middle School, 8th

Danielle Owens, acolyte
Burney Harris Middle School, 7th

    HYMN TO JOY



*Call to Confession

*Prayer of Confession
   Lord, 
   We recognize that we can be greedy, critical, and doubtful. Forgive us. 
   When we forget to be grateful for all you have given us and get caught   
   up in wishing for more. Forgive us.
   When we write things off as impossible without even trying or asking 
   for your help. Forgive us.
   When we lose faith because things aren't going as we'd hoped. Forgive us. 
   We know that we are bound to make mistakes but help us stay on the 
   path that you have carved out for us. Help us walk through this week 
   with an open heart and mind. Amen.

*Silent Prayer
    Lord, have mercy. Amen.

*Assurance of Pardon

*Congregational Response

 

*Passing of the Peace
   Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 
   The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. And also with you.

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

Prayer for Illumination

First Reading          Proverbs 3:13-18
The Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Anthem
   

   Refrain: Ride on, King Jesus, no man can a-hinder me,
   ride on, King Jesus, ride on, no man can a-hinder me.
   I was but young when I begun, no man can a-hinder me,
   but now my race is almost done, no man, can a-hinder me. Refrain
   King Jesus rides on a milk-white horse, no man can a-hinder me;
   the river of Jordan he did cross, no man can a-hinder me. Refrain
   If you want to find your way to God, no man can a-hinder me;
   the gospel highway must be trod, no man can a-hinder me. Refrain
    

Abigale Bishop
Clarke Central High School, 11th

Emma Clarke
Clarke Central High School, 10th

Jacques Bertheir

Kate Ness
Clarke Central High School, 9th

Ben Ness
Clarke Central High School, 11th

Jimmy Bishop
Clarke Middle School, 8th

Ride On, King Jesus                 African-American Spiritual

CELEBRATION SINGERS
   Daniel Baer
   Clarke Middle School, 6th
   Nathan Baer
   Clarke Middle School, 6th
   Declan Brooks
   Athens Academy, 7th
   Petch Bryan
   East Jackson Middle School, 6th
   Benjamin Crim
   Clarke Middle School, 6th
   Charlie Williams
   Oconee Middle School, 8th

Claire Bruner
Clarke Central High School, 9th

ST. ANDREWS CHOIR
   Evie Bawcum
   Harbins Elementary, 5th
   Lanier Bishop
   Barrow Elementary, 4th
   Kyah Campbell
   Barrow Elementary, 5th
   John Chromiak
   Waseca Montessori School, 4th
   Josephine Crim
   Barrow Elementary, 4th
   Stella Crim
   Barrow Elementary, 2nd
   Susanna Trier
   East Jackson Elementary, 3rd



Introduction to the Second Reading      The Parable of the Mustard Seed

Congregational Prayer for Illumination

The Parable of the Mustard Seed
   Matthew 13:31-32
   Mark 4:30-32 
   Luke 13:18-19
   Godly Play Story

Message                  Let the Dirt Pour Over You

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

*Hymn Insert 

*Affirmation of Faith                                                         Apostles Creed
   I believe in God the Father almighty,
   Maker of heaven and earth.
   And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
   Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
   Born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
   Was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
   The third day he rose again from the dead;
   He ascended into heaven,
   And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
   From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
   I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church;
   The communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
   The resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People and Lords Prayer
   Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
   Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we 
   forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and 
   the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings

   Offertory

   *Doxology

   *Prayer of Dedication

Lane Holloway
Clarke Central High School, 10th

Katherine Queen
Clarke Central High School, 11th

Faith Begins by Letting Go                     

KD McArthur, drums
Double Helix School, 8th

Joanne Fischetti
Clarke Middle School, 8th

Kyndal Henson
Clarke Middle School, 8th

Ruby Topple 
Clarke Middle School, 8th 

Abigale Bishop
Clarke Central High School, 11th 

Canadian hymn

Celeste Fischetti
Clarke Middle School, 8th

David Magrino
Oconee County High School, 12th

Lorenzo Fischetti
Clarke Central High School, 10th

Camille Attaway
Clarke Central High School, 10th

Peter Atchley
Clarke Central High School, 9th

Sloane Turner
Athens Academy, 9th

Behind the Waterfall                             David Lanz

Sam Seward, drums
North Oconee High School, 9th

Troy Aldrich
North Oconee High School, 9th

Luke Shannon
Clarke Central High School, 9th

Charlie Williams, piano
Oconee Middle School, 8th

Carolina Turner
Clarke Central High School, 12th

Cate DeMaria
Clarke Central High School, 10th

Charlotte Chromiak, drums
Children's Music Director

Kim Ness
Director of Youth Ministries

                      Hymn 592

                   LUX PRIMA



Faith Begins by Letting Go 

Text: Carl P Daw Jr., 1995 
Music: Charles F. Gounod, 1872 

 
LUX PRIMA 



Hymn 535

SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD

*Hymn 554  

*Benediction

*Congregational Response
   Go with us Lord, and guide the way through this and every coming 
   day, that in your Spirit strong and true our lives may be our gift to you.

Postlude  






Let All Things Now Living                        

Ash Grove                                  Welsh folk melody

NOTES ON THE SERVICE
Today's worship service is led by our amazing middle and high school
youth. We have a wonderful, active youth ministry at FPC. Our Middle School
youth group meets at 5pm on Sunday nights, followed by combined dinner then
high school youth group at 6:30pm. We invite you to join us, pray for us and
celebrate the joy these young people bring to our church family. To learn more
about our youth ministry, visit our youth website: www.fpcathenspit.com. 

A special word of welcome to our guests: thank you for joining us for
worship this morning. Please fill out the Fellowship Pad so that we may be in
touch. We look forward to seeing you again!

If you need to leave the sanctuary during the service, a live video feed is
available in the Atrium. Please see an usher for personal hearing receivers, large-
print hymnals, Bibles, and bulletins or sermons from the previous six weeks.

The flowers in the Sanctuary are given to the glory of God and in memory of
Bob and Sue Marion by Jack and Sally Vandiver.

There is no Children's Church today. Families are encouraged to sit up close
so you can see and hear everything - we'll even be painting a Godly Play story.

Nurseries for children 4 years old and younger, available from 9:30 a.m. to
12:15 p.m., are located next to the Children’s Ministry Suite, accessible down the
stairs in the Atrium through the glass door. Today is a great service if you'd like
to keep your children with you. Wiggles and giggles are welcome!

Congregational Care Prayer requests can be submitted to the church office,
706-543-4338, by the Prayer Request link on our church website
(firstpresathens.org) or on the prayer cards in the Fellowship Pads.

Offerings can be made by mail, through bank automatic payment, 
online at firstpresathens.org/giving or by using this QR code. 

Thank you for wearing your First Presbyterian Church name tag. 
If you don’t have one, please email (frontdesk@firstpresathens.org) 
or call the church office at (706) 543-4338 so we can order one for you.

USHERS
   Grier Martin-Williams, head usher
   Athens Academy, 11th
   Zoe Campbell
   Clarke Middle School, 7th
   Wright Cook
   Clarke Middle School, 7th
   Jennings Holloway
   Athens Academy, 6th
   Teninait Ness
   Clarke Middle School, 7th
   Charlie Phillips
   Malcom Bridge Middle School, 7th
   Lizzie Simmons
   Westminster Christian Academy, 8th
   Eli Stone
   Athens Montessori, 8th

YOUTH SUNDAY RECEPTION
After worship, we'd like to invite you
to Fellowship Hall for a reception to
thank you for all your support of
youth ministry. And of course, to
celebrate this amazing group of
children and youth!!

SPECIAL THANKS!!!
We have an incredible group of
college interns who help bring their
energy, enthusiasm, heart and soul to
our youth ministry program. Please
introduce yourself and say thanks!

Erin Osborne, MS Coordinator
   First Presbyterian, Athens, GA
Cade Johnson
   Second Presbyterian, Little Rock, AR
Emma-Stewart Kohler
   Second Presbyterian, Little Rock, AR
Luke Osborne
   First Presbyterian, Athens, GA

Declan Brooks, violin
Athens Academy, 6th
Steven Brooks, guitar

SPECIAL OFFERING - SOUP POTS
   Petch Bryan
   Clarke Middle School, 6th
   Will Carey
   Malcom Bridge Middle School, 6th
   Joshua Owens
   Burney Harris Middle School, 7th
   Daly Pruitt
   Clarke Middle School, 8th

                       ASH GROVE

Texts and music for hymns and sung responses reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-714861



WED@1st
 Wednesday nights February 8-March 29

IN PERSON
Builders • Room 301

This class is an invitation for parents of children and
youth to come join for fellowship and support.

Coordinators: Dr. Ryan Baer (ryan@firstpresathens.org),
The Rev. Leigh Bonner (lbonner@firstpresathens.org)



College Connections • Room 302

How does your life intersect with the stories we
call Holy Scripture? We will take a deep dive into

the writings of the New Testament with the goal of
journeying from Matthew to Revelation. Grad and
undergrad students are welcome to join at any time.
Coordinator: The Rev. Will Norman (will@pscuga.org)



HYBRID 

(in person and over Zoom)
Del Dunn Sunday School Class • Room 308

An in-depth study and discussion of scripture – with
a chapter-by-chapter reading and discussion of Paul’s

Epistle to the Romans. Zoom and in-person.
Coordinator: Susan Landrum (slandrum@uga.edu)

Zoom ID: 875 216 0708, PW: 634175



New Voices • Room 310
Did John Calvin and Martin Luther get it right? How
does the concept of “A Priesthood of Believers” guide
our Church life? How does it inform our discussion of
critical theological theories and lessons? And, how can

the Waymaker guide us through difficult times?
Led by: Lewis Hudgins (lewisahudgins@gmail.com)

Zoom ID: 674 533 8902



Wayne F. Middendorf Men’s Bible Class
Bride’s Room, Tinsley Stern

Open and honest discussion in a nonjudgmental
atmosphere about various aspects of Christianity.

Contacts: Ian Hardin (ianhardin1@gmail.com), 
Jim Scanlon (jjtscanlon@yahoo.com)

Zoom ID: 883 5159 092

Join us for dinner, fellowship, choir rehearsals 
and new learning opportunities.



Crochet and Knitting Group

Led by Jennifer Poole. New and experienced needles are welcome!



Shakespeare and Friends: “Dante’s Inferno” 
Inferno is a fourteenth-century epic poem by Dante Alighieri in

which the poet and pilgrim Dante embarks on a spiritual journey.



“This I Believe: 
Conversations on the Confession of Belhar”

*Join us for conversation and reflections on the Confession of
Belhar – the second-youngest theological document in our

PC(USA) Constitution and the first one from the global south. 
 Composed in South Africa in the 1980s, the Confession of

Belhar calls the whole church to unity, justice, and reconciliation.



*Childcare Provided



Wed@1st Dinner
$10 adults, $40 max per family (free for children 5 and

under). Please RSVP in the Atrium, online at
https://tinyurl.com/FPCWaFSpring2023, or by contacting
the church office e-mail frontdesk@firstpresathens.org or

call 706-543-4338 by Mondays at 12:00 p.m.

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ADULTS
9:45-10:40 a.m.

SUNDAYS FOR CHILDREN
Director of Children’s Ministries: Natalie Bishop

Nursery Coordinator: Rita Raines



Nursery Play, 8:30 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.
Children’s Playroom • Infants – 4 Year Olds

Little ones are invited to Nursery Play during worship
and Sunday school. Children will enjoy playtime,

Bible stories, and a light snack with church friends.



Godly Play, 9:45 a.m.-10:45 a.m.
Children’s Ministry Suite • Pre-K – 5th Grade

During the Sunday School hour children experience Godly
Play, an innovative way of teaching and learning that helps

children “discover” who God is rather than being “told”
who God is. The structure and routine of Godly Play offer

children a safe and nurturing space to explore, connect,
wonder, and worship God.



Children and Worship, 8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.

All children are welcome to remain in worship with
their families every Sunday. Children’s bulletins, Bibles,

and books are available at the children’s tables in the
Narthex and on both sides of the choir loft.



Children’s Church, 11:00 a.m. Worship Service

Children, Pre-K – 1st Grade are invited to Children's
Church after the Peace to continue worshipping 

together by listening to God’s Word, singing to God,
praying to God and giving to God. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR YOUTH
Director of Youth Ministries: Kim Ness

Middle School Coordinator: Erin Osborne



Middle School Sunday School (9:45 a.m.)
Middle School class is using a well-loved curriculum
called re:form. With funny videos, creative activities,
and lots of time to explore big and small questions of

faith, this is a engaging class for all our 6th-8th graders!



High School Sunday School (10:00 a.m.)
This Lent, high schoolers will begin a study focused on
spiritual practices, ending with the creation of a room in

the PIT dedicated to prayer stations.  



Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor 
   ryan@firstpresathens.org 
Rev. Leigh Bonner, Interim Associate Pastor 
   lbonner@firstpresathens.org
Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist 
   jcoble@firstpresathens.org
The Rev. Margaret Davis, Parish Associate 
   margaret@firstpresathens.org
Mrs. Kim Ness, Dir. of Youth Ministries 
   kness@firstpresathens.org
Mrs. Natalie Bishop, Dir. of Children’s Ministries 
   natalie@firstpresathens.org
Mrs. Elaine Johnson, Dir. of Weekday School     
   elaine@firstpresathens.org
Mr. Paulo Santos, Director of Communications 
   paulo@firstpresathens.org
Mrs. Jennifer Adams, Accountant 
   jadams@firstpresathens.org
Mrs. Lucy Bell Johnson, Administrator    
   lbell@firstpresathens.org
Mrs. Jennifer Sunderlin, Receptionist/Accounting Asst.    
   frontdesk@firstpresathens.org
Mrs. Marcy Fabris, Weekday School Admin. Asst.  
   wds@firstpresathens.org
Mrs. Charlotte Chromiak, Children’s Music Asst.   
   charlotteposs@gmail.com
Ms. Rita Raines, Nursery Coordinator 
Mrs. Madeline Van Dyck, Parish Nurse 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH of ATHENS
185 E. Hancock Avenue, Athens GA 30601     (706)543-4338     www.firstpresathens.org     @firstpresathensga

Columbarium Dedication and Reception
Sunday, February 19

After the 11:00 a.m. worship service, there will be
a ceremony of dedication of the new

columbarium with a reception to follow.



Ash Wednesday Services
Wednesday, February 22

Join us for a traditional service including the
imposition of ashes at 12:30 p.m. or 7:00 p.m. 
The 7:00 p.m. service will be livestreamed on

Facebook and YouTube.



Red Cross Blood Drive
Sunday, February 26, 8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Please join us in Fellowship Hall and help save a
life! Reserve an appointment at redcrossblood.org

(sponsor code AFPC), or contact the church
office. If you cannot give blood but would like to

volunteer, please contact Joe Neighbors
(jbneighb@bellsouth.net). 

ANNOUNCEMENTSTHIS WEEK
Sunday, February 12 - Youth Sunday, Souper Bowl of Caring
 8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Youth Sunday Services
 9:45 a.m.     Sunday School and Godly Play
10:00 a.m.    Called Session Meeting, Parlor
12:00 p.m.    Youth Sunday Reception, Fellowship Hall
12:30 p.m.    CM Big Kids Group, Children’s Ministry Suite

Monday, February 13
 5:15 p.m.    APNC Meeting, Staff Conference Room
 5:30 p.m.    Handbell Choir Rehearsal, Room 205

Tuesday, February 14
 1:00 p.m.    Staff Meeting, Staff Conference Room
 2:00 p.m.    Presbyterian Women Meeting, Children’s Ministry Suite

Wednesday, February 15 - Wed@First
 4:30 p.m.    Crochet & Knitting Group, Parlor
 4:30 p.m.    Shakespeare and Friends: Dante’s Inferno, Room 308
 4:45 p.m.    St. Andrews Choir Rehearsal, Room 202
 5:30 p.m.    Wed@First Dinner, Fellowship Hall
 6:30 p.m.    “This I Believe: Conversations on the Confession of 
                    Belhar”, Moses Waddel Room
 6:30 p.m.    Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Room 202

Thursday, February 16
 2:00 p.m.    The Mellows, Terra Bella Epps Bridge
 5:30 p.m.    Session Worship, Sanctuary
 6:00 p.m.    Stated Session Meeting, Moses Waddel Room

Friday, February 17 - Monday, February 20 - Youth Ski Retreat

Sunday, February 19 - New Member Introduction
 8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Services, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
 9:45 a.m.     Sunday School and Godly Play
12:00 p.m.    Atrium Refreshments, Atrium
12:00 p.m.    Columbarium Dedication and Reception
12:30 p.m.    Mission and Outreach Commission, Moses Waddel Room

February 22 - Ash Wednesday, Services at 12:30 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.
February 26 - Red Cross Blood Drive

CHURCH STAFF

LOOKING AHEAD



I wonder...
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