
January 22, 2023
8:45 and 11:00 a.m.

Third Sunday after Epiphany

Please sign and pass the 
Fellowship Pad, making 
note of new and old friends, 
check in on Facebook, and 
follow us on Instagram 
(firstpresathensga).

I’ll Praise My Maker, 
a paraphrase of Psalm 
146, was a favorite of 
John Wesley. It appeared 
in his first hymn 
collection published 
in Charleston, South 
Carolina in 1737, 
and it was on his lips 
when he died. The 
16th-century tune is 
the one Isaac Watts, 
the author, had in 
mind for it.

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD

Welcome to all who are worshipping with us. As we enter a holy space this morning, please 
silence your cell phone.

  Greeting 		                                                       Psalm 118:24
	 This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!

  Prelude                           I’ll Praise My Maker                   Robert Powell

  Words of Welcome and Concerns of the Church

*Song of Gathering                                                   Hymn 474, stanza 1
	 O splendor of God’s glory bright, from light eternal bringing light;
	 thou light of life, light’s living spring, true day, all days illumining.

  Call to Worship                                                    
	 The Lord is my light and my salvation ; whom shall I fear?
	 The Lord is the stronghold of my life; 
	 of whom shall I be afraid?
	 As we behold the beauty of God’s temple, we see God’s face.
	 God is our shelter and our shade.
	 We will sing to the God of our salvation!

*Hymn 253                       I’ll Praise My Maker                              OLD 113TH  

*Call to Confession

*Prayer of Confession
	 Christ, our Messiah, you call us to fish for people,but we are 	
	 hesitant to leave our boats. 	We are afraid to let go of the things 	
	 we hoard, believing they make us secure. We are afraid to 	
	 put our trust in you, afraid to follow, afraid we will fail. Forgive 	
	 us. Transform our fear into faithfulness, and enable us to walk 	
	 with you, that we may be part of your work in the world.

*Silent Prayer
	 Lord, have mercy. Amen.

*Assurance of Pardon

In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is 
to create a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 

rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!

*Those who are able may stand.



*Congregational Response         Alleluia                        Jacques Berthier

*The Peace
	 Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 
	 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
	 And also with you.

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

  Prayer for Illumination         

  First Lesson                 Psalm 1:1-3, page 479

  11:00 Anthem                  Teach Me, O Lord                    Thomas Attwood
	 Teach me, O Lord, the way of thy statutes, 
	 and I shall keep it unto the end. 

  Second Lesson            Matthew 5:1-20, page 882
	 This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

  Sermon                         The Inaugural Address                   Dr. Ryan Baer

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

*Hymn 374  Lord, Make Us Servants of Your Peace    DICKINSON COLLEGE

*8:45 a.m. Affirmation of Faith                                  The Apostles’ Creed
	 I believe in God the Father almighty,
	 Maker of heaven and earth.

	 And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
	 who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
	 born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
	 was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
	 the third day he rose again from the dead;
	 he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of 	
	 God the Father Almighty; 
	 from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

	 I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church;
	 the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
	 the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

 8:45 a.m. Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
	 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 	
	 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
	 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
	 as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,	
	 but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 	
	 power and the glory, forever. Amen.

  Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings

  Offertory                    Blessed Jesus, at Your Word          Johann Sebastian Bach
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At “The Peace,” worship-
ers are invited to greet each 
other by saying, “The 
peace of Christ be with 
you,” and responding, 
“And also with you.”

After the Passing of the 
Peace at the 11:00 a.m. 
service, children, ages 
Pre-K - grade 1, are invited 
to Children’s Church held 
in the Children’s Ministry 
Suite on the first floor.

Lord, Make Us Servants 
of Your Peace is an English 
paraphrase of the 
famous prayer attributed 
to St. Francis of Assisi. 
The paraphrase was 
written by Father James 
Quinn, a Jesuit priest, 
who pluralized the first 
person pronouns. The 
tune was composed by 
Lee Hastings Bristol and 
named for Dickinson 
College, from which he 
received an honorary 
doctorate in 1959.

You may mail your check, 
set up an automatic payment 
of your pledge through your 
bank, or donate online 
using this QR code or at 
firstpresathens.org/
give. Thank you for your 
generosity.



At the 8:45 a.m. service, 
worship continues with the 
Hymn “God, Bless Your 
Church with Strenght!”

Leading the Service of 
Ordination and Installa-
tion are Dr. Ryan Baer, 
The Rev. Leigh Bonner, 
and Mrs. Kitty Donnan, 
Clerk of Session.

God, Bless Your Church 
with Strength was written 
in 1984 by John A. 
Dalles for the one hun-
dred fiftieth anniversary 
of First Presbyterian 
Church, South Bend, 
Indiana, where Dalles 
was Associate Pastor. He 
wrote the text with the 
tune Diademata in mind.

Texts and music for hymns and 
sung responses reprinted under 
OneLicense.net #A-714861
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	 *Doxology                                                                         Hymn 592
		  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
		  praise him, all creatures here below; 
		  praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
		  praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

	 *Prayer of Dedication

  11:00 a.m. Service of Ordination and Installation
	 Presentation of Elders-Elect to be Ordained* and Installed

	 There are varieties of gifts, but it is the same Spirit who gives them. 
	 There are different ways of serving God,but it is the same 		
	 Lord who is served.
	 God works through each person in a unique way, but it is God’s 		
	 purpose that is accomplished. 
	 To each is given a gift of the Spirit to be used for the common
	 good. 
	 Together we are the body of Christ, and individually members of it.

	 Statement on Ordination

	 Profession of Faith – The Apostles’ Creed

	 Thanksgiving for Baptism

	 Questions for Elders-Elect

		  Questions for Congregation
		  Do we, the members of First Presbyterian Church, accept these
		  individuals as Elders, chosen by God through the voice of this
		  congregation to lead us in the way of Jesus Christ? We do.

		  Do we agree to pray for them, to encourage them, to respect their
		  decisions, and to follow as they guide us, serving Jesus Christ, 
		  who alone is Head of the Church? We do.

	 Ordination Prayer and Installation

	 Declaration and Welcome 

	 Charge to the Newly Ordained and Installed

SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD

*Hymn insert      God, Bless Your Church with Strength!            DIADEMATA

*Charge and Benediction

*Congregational Response                                       Hymn 68, stanza 4
	 To God the Father, God the Son, and Holy Spirit, three in one,
	 may every tongue and nation raise 
	 an endless song of thankful praise.

  Postlude                    “The people respond – Amen!”            Dan Locklair

 *Lindsay Griffeth
 *Angela Hunt
 *Dan Nadenicek
 *Karen Phillips
 *Ethelyn Simpson

  Jeffrey Trapnell
*Patrick Tritt
*John Turner
*Pat Waldrip
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL 
MEETING
Please join us in Fellowship Hall for our Annual 
Congregational Meeting on Sunday, January 
29. We will receive the Annual Report and 
review the pastors’ terms of call.

INTERESTED IN MEMBERSHIP?
Join us for “First Things,” an informative class 
about First Presbyterian Church, 1:30 p.m. – 
4:00 p.m., Sunday, February 5. Please call the 
church office (706-543-4338) or e-mail Lucy 
Bell Johnson at lbell@firstpresathens.org by 
Wednesday, February 1, to make a reservation. 
Child care available upon request.

STEPHEN MINISTRY
In addition to the cold weather outside, many 
people experience winters in their personal life. 
Family and personal struggles may leave them 
with nowhere to turn for support. If you or 
someone you know is going through a difficult 
time, our Stephen Ministers can bring God’s 
warm love back into your life. Talk with one 
of our Stephen Leaders for more information:
Margaret Davis: margaret@firstpresathens.org, 
	 706-206-9896  
Lisa Oelke: lisakoelke@gmail.com, 
	 706-540-4251 

WORSHIP LEADERS
Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor
The Rev. Leigh Bonner, Interim Associate Pastor
Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist

Lay Reader
11:00 a.m. Allen Crowell

USHERS
  8:45 a.m. John Simpson (head), Jim Dove

11:00 a.m. Jimbo LaBoon (head),
			   Steve Covington, Chuck Toney

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN
Bryan Owens

FLOWERS
The flowers in the Sanctuary are given to the 
glory of God and in celebration of the 52nd  
wedding anniversary of Ron and Svea Bogue.

SUNDAY MORNING MANAGER
Aiden Dowling

TO AID IN WORSHIP
If you need to leave the sanctuary during 
the service, a live video feed is available in the 
Atrium, on Facebook, and YouTube.
Available in the Narthex or from an usher:
• Personal hearing receivers usable
   anywhere in the sanctuary
• Large-print hymnals, Bibles, bulletins, 
   and hymnsheets
• Sermons from the previous six weeks

CONGREGATIONAL CARE
Prayer requests can be submitted to the church 
office, 706-543-4338, by the Prayer Request 
link on our church website (firstpresathens.org) 
or on the prayer cards in the Fellowship Pads.

NOTES ON THE SERVICE

A special word of welcome to our guests: thank you for joining us for worship this morning. 
Please fill out the Fellowship Pad so that we may be in touch. We are delighted you are here and 
look forward to seeing you again.

Nurseries for children 4 years old and younger, available from 8:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m., are 
located next to the Children’s Ministry Suite and are accessible down the stairs in the Atrium 
and through the glass door.

Children, Pre K – 1st Grade, are invited to Children’s Church during the 11:00 a.m. 
worship service. Children’s Church will be held downstairs in the Children’s Ministry Suite. 
We will depart for Children’s Church following the Passing of the Peace. To pick up your child 
after the service, please go to the church courtyard entrance of the Children’s Ministry Suite.



THIS WEEK

Sunday, January 22 - Ordination and Installation of Elders
  8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Services, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
  9:45 a.m.	 Sunday School and Godly Play
12:00 p.m.	 Reception for Elders, Fellowship Hall
12:30 p.m.	 Matthew 25 Aligning Hearts and Hands Workshop, Moses Waddel Room
  3:30 p.m.	 St. Andrews Choir and Cherub Choir Rehearsals, Room 203
  4:30 p.m.	 Celebration Singers Rehearsal, Youth Choir Room
  5:30 p.m.	 Youth Ski Trip Meeting, The PIT
  6:30 p.m.	 High School Youth Group and HS Dinner (* no MS Youth Group tonight), The PIT

Monday, January 23
  1:00 p.m.	 Suicide Prevention Group, Staff Conference Room
  5:30 p.m.	 Handbell Choir Rehearsal, Room 205

Tuesday, January 24
  1:00 p.m.	 Staff Meeting, Staff Conference Room
  6:00 p.m.	 Stephen Ministry Meeting, Moses Waddel Room

Wednesday, January 25
  5:00 p.m.	 Associate Pastor Nominating Committee Meeting, Staff Conference Room
  6:30 p.m.	 Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Room 202

Thursday, January 26
  9:10 a.m.	 Weekday School Chapel, Children’s Ministry Suite

Friday, January 27
  6:00 p.m.	 Session Winter Retreat, Moses Waddel Room

Saturday, January 28
  9:00 a.m.	 Session Winter Retreat, Moses Waddel Room

Sunday, January 29
  8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Services, The Rev. Leigh Bonner preaching
  9:45 a.m.	 Sunday School and Godly Play
12:00 p.m.	 Annual Congregational Meeting, Fellowship Hall
  3:30 p.m.	 St. Andrews Choir and Cherub Choir Rehearsals, Room 203
  4:30 p.m.	 Celebration Singers Rehearsal, Youth Choir Room
  5:00 p.m.	 Middle School Youth Group, The PIT
  6:00 p.m.	 Youth Group Dinner, Fellowship Hall
  6:30 p.m.	 High School Youth Group, The PIT

LOOKING AHEAD

February 5 - Communion Sunday, Food Sunday, First Things Class

Elder Recognition Reception
Today, after 11:00 a.m. worship service

Please join us today in Fellowship Hall immediately following the 11:00 a.m. worship service to 
thank our Elder class rotating off Session for their service and to welcome the new class of elders 
as they begin their service.

Matthew 25 Aligning Hearts and Hands Workshop
Today at 12:30 p.m. in Moses Waddel Room

The Matthew 25 Commission invites you to a visioning lunch after worship today. We’ll focus on 
how to live out the Matthew 25 values through adult faith formation and mission and outreach. 
We have ordered a few extra lunches if you did not RSVP. We hope you will join us!



EDUCATION – FAITH FORMATION
SUNDAYS FOR CHILDREN
Director of Children’s Ministries: Natalie Bishop 
Nursery Coordinator: Rita Raines 

Nursery Play, 8:30 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.
Children’s Playroom • Infants – 4 Year Olds
Little ones are invited to Nursery Play during worship 
and Sunday school. Children will enjoy playtime, 
Bible stories, and a light snack with church friends.

Godly Play, 9:45 a.m.-10:45 a.m.
Children’s Ministry Suite • Pre-K – 5th Grade 
Children are invited to Godly Play during the Sunday 
School hour. Godly Play is an innovative way of teaching 
and learning that helps children “discover” who God is 
rather than being “told” who God is. The structure and 
routine of  Godly Play offer children a safe and nurturing 
space to explore, connect, wonder, and worship God.

Children and Worship, 8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
All children are welcome to remain in worship with 
their families every Sunday. Children’s bulletins, Bibles, 
and books are available at the children’s tables located in 
the Narthex and on both sides of the choir loft.

Children’s Church, 11:00 a.m. Worship Service
Children, Pre-K – 1st Grade are invited to Children’s 
Church to continue worshipping together by listening to 
God’s Word, singing to God, praying to God and giving 
to God. On the last Sunday of the month, children, Pre-
K-5th Grade are invited to a special Children’s Church 
in the Children’s Ministry Suite.
*All children are invited to remain in the sanctuary on 
the 1st Sunday of the month to take part in worship and 
Communion with family.

SUNDAYS FOR YOUTH
Director of Youth Ministries: Kim Ness
Middle School Coordinator: Erin Osborne
The PIT (basement level) • 6th - 12th Grade

Sunday School (9:45 a.m.)
Middle School class is using a well-loved curriculum 
called re:form. With funny videos, creative activities, 
and lots of time to explore big and small questions of 
faith, this will be a fun, class for all our 6th-8th graders! 

Youth Group
Sunday night youth group is a fast hour of games, get-
to-know you activities, devotionals and discussion. 
This year our theme is Justice and Joy. Youth will 
gather in the PIT to talk about their faith and begin to 
understand their role in doing justice AND bringing 
joy to a hurting world.
Middle School meets 5:00 – 6:00 p.m.
High School meets 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. 

Combined Youth Dinner (6:00 p.m.)
Between MS and HS youth groups, everyone will 
gather in Fellowship Hall for a shared meal. If you’d 
like to help provide a meal for our youth, please sign 
up here: tinyurl.com/FPCYouthDinnerHosts

For more information about youth ministry at FPC, visit 
www.fpcathenspit.com.

IN PERSON
Builders • Room 301
This class is an invitation for parents of children and 
youth to come join for a time of fellowship and support.
Coordinators: Dr. Ryan Baer (ryan@firstpresathens.org), 
The Rev. Leigh Bonner (lbonner@firstpresathens.org)

College Connections • Room 302
How does your life intersect with the stories we 
call Holy Scripture? We will take a a deep dive into 
the writings of the New Testament with the goal of 
journeying from Matthew to Revelation. Grad and 
undergrad students are welcome to join at any time. 
Coordinator: The Rev. Will Norman (will@pscuga.org)

Inquirers • Moses Waddel Room
Thoughtful introspection and lively group discussion 
covering contemporary issues and daily Christian living. 
This class is currently on hiatus.

HYBRID (in person and over Zoom)
Del Dunn Sunday School Class • Room 308
An in-depth study and discussion of scripture – with 
a chapter-by-chapter reading and discussion of Paul’s 
Epistle to the Romans. Zoom and in-person.
Coordinator: Susan Landrum (slandrum@uga.edu)
Zoom ID: 875 216 0708, PW: 634175

New Voices • Room 310
Did John Calvin and Martin Luther get it right? How 
does the concept of “A Priesthood of Believers” guide 
our Church life? How does it inform our discussion of 
critical theological theories and lessons? And, how can 
the Waymaker (who?) guide us through difficult times?
Led by: Lewis Hudgins (lewisahudgins@gmail.com)
Zoom ID: 674 533 8902

Wayne F. Middendorf Men’s Bible Class  
Bride’s Room, Tinsley Stern
Open and honest discussion in a nonjudgmental atmo-
sphere about various aspects of Christianity.
Contacts: Ian Hardin (ianhardin1@gmail.com), Jim 
Scanlon (jjtscanlon@yahoo.com)
Zoom ID: 883 5159 0923

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ADULTS
9:45-10:40 a.m.









FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SESSION

Ryan Baer, Moderator      Kitty Donnan, Clerk of Session

	 Class of 2022	    Class of 2023	 Class of 2024
	 Karen Burg	    Sarah Bryan	 Shannon Brooks
	 Michelle Clendenen-Shaw	    Judy Burch	 Phyllis Crowell
	 Kitty Donnan	    Kent Burel	 Kemp Gaskill
	 Rob Haire	    Rod Canfield	 Denise Horton
	 Larry Jones	    Melinda DeMaria	 Paul Lee
	 Andy Jordan	    Jim Dove	 Sharon Logan
	 Jimbo LaBoon III	    Mark Hopkins	 Bruce Middendorf
	 Tom Landrum	    Matt Jones	 Randy Riner
	 Beverly Phares    	    Robyn McDonald	 Chuck Toney
	 Smith Wilson	    Keith Oelke	

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF

             Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor (ryan@firstpresathens.org)
             The Rev. Leigh Bonner, Interim Associate Pastor (lbonner@firstpresathens.org)
             The Rev. Margaret Davis, Parish Associate (margaret@firstpresathens.org)
             Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist (jcoble@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Kim Ness, Director of Youth Ministries (kness@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministries (natalie@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Elaine Johnson, Director of Weekday School (elaine@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Lucy Bell Johnson, Office Administrator (lbell@firstpresathens.org)
             Mr. Paulo Santos, Communications Specialist (paulo@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Jennifer Sunderlin, Receptionist/Accounting Assistant (frontdesk@firstpresathens.org)
             Ms. Jennifer Adams, Church Accountant (jadams@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Marcy Fabris, Weekday School Administrative Assistant (wds@firstpresathens.org)
             Ms. Rita Raines, Nursery Coordinator
             Mrs. Charlotte Chromiak, Children’s Music Assistant (charlotteposs@gmail.com)
             Mrs. Madeline Van Dyck, Parish Nurse 


