
December 18, 2022
8:45 and 11:00 a.m.

Fourth Sunday of Advent

Please sign and pass the 
Fellowship Pad, making 
note of new and old friends, 
check in on Facebook, and 
follow us on Instagram 
(firstpresathensga).

During the season of Ad-
vent, our wreath will be lit 
each Sunday by elders-elect 
who will begin their service 
on the Session in 2023.
8:45: Lindsay Griffeth
11:00: Karen Phillips

Angels from the Realms of 
Glory was first published 
as a poem in the Christ-
mas Eve 1816 edition of  
a newspaper the author 
edited in Sheffield, 
England. The tune is 
named after a prominent 
Presbyterian Church 
in London, sometimes 
called the “Presbyterian 
cathedral.”

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD

Welcome to all who are worshipping with us. As we enter a holy space this morning, please 
silence your cell phone.

  Greeting 		                                                       Psalm 118:24
	 This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!

  Prelude                         Joseph Dearest, Joseph Mine                      
Joy to the World        Martha Lynn Thompson

  Words of Welcome and Concerns of the Church

  Moment for Mission       Christmas Joy Offering             Bertis Downs

  Lighting of the Advent Wreath

  Congregational Response                                      VENI EMMANUEL
	 O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 
	 that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 
	 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

  Call to Worship                                                    
	 We stand on the cusp:
	 the promise is almost fulfilled.
	 We wait with bated breath:
	 the child is almost here.
	 We trust the well-loved story:
	 God is truly with us.

*Hymn 22                Angels, from the Realms of Glory    REGENT SQUARE

*Call to Confession

*Prayer of Confession
	 Shepherd of our souls, we anticipate your coming but do not 	
	 feel ready. We have done too much, and not done enough. We 	
	 have focused too much on ourselves, and not enough on others. 
	 Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we might be saved.

*Silent Prayer
	 Lord, have mercy. Amen.

*Assurance of Pardon

In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is 
to create a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 

rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!

*Those who are able may stand.



*Congregational Response                                        Hymn 3, stanza 1
	 Comfort, comfort you my people, tell of peace, thus says our God;
	 comfort those who sit in darkness bowed beneath oppression’s load.
	 Speak you to Jerusalem of the peace that waits for them; 
	 tell them that their sins I cover, and their warfare now is over.

*The Peace
	 Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 
	 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
	 And also with you.

  11:00 a.m. Sacrament of Baptism       
	 Through baptism, we welcome Peter Collins Davis, son of Ben and 
	 Margaret Davis, into the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church.

	 *Question to the Congregation 
	 Do we, as members of the church of Jesus Christ, promise to guide and
	 nurture Peter by word and deed, with love and prayer, encouraging him
	 to know and follow Christ? If so, please stand.

	 *Affirmation of Faith                                            The Apostles’ Creed
		  I believe in God the Father almighty,
		  Maker of heaven and earth.

		  And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
		  who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
		  born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
		  was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
		  the third day he rose again from the dead;
		  he ascended into heaven,
		  and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
		  from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

		  I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church;
		  the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
		  the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

	 Hymn                          Baptized in Water                               BUNESSAN

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

  Prayer for Illumination         

  First Lesson                  Psalm 23, page 491

  11:00 Anthem                      The Angel Gabriel                    Richard Shephard
	 The angel Gabriel from heaven came, 
	 his wings a drifted snow, his eyes as flame;
	 “All hail,” said he, “thou lowly maiden Mary, 
	 most highly favored lady,” Gloria! 
	 “For know a blessed Mother thou shalt be, 
	 all generations laud and honor thee, 
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At “The Peace,” worship-
ers are invited to greet each 
other by saying, “The 
peace of Christ be with 
you,” and responding, 
“And also with you.”

After the Sacrament of 
Baptism at the 11:00 
a.m. service, children, ages 
Pre-K - grade 5, are invited 
to Children’s Church held 
in the Children’s Ministry 
Suite on the first floor.

Next to the Nicene 
Creed, The Apostles’ 
Creed is the most 
universally accepted 
doctrinal statement in 
Christendom. Although 
not written by apostles, 
it reflects the theological 
formulations of the first 
century church. Arising 
from an early baptismal 
creed, it underwent 
development, attaining 
its present form in the 
eighth century.

11:00 Lay Reader: 
Dan Nadenicek

The anthem is a 
traditional Basque 
carol arranged by 
contemporary English 
composer Richard 
Shephard.



Gentle Mary Laid Her 
Child was written by an 
English-born Canadian 
clergyman. The tune 
is probably familiar to 
many from the carol 
Good King Wenceslas.

You may mail your check, 
set up an automatic gift 
through your bank, or 
donate online using this 
QR code or at 
firstpresathens.org/
give. Thank you for your 
generosity.

It Came Upon the Midnight 
Clear, written by a Uni-
tarian minister, does not 
refer to the birth of Jesus, 
but to “that glorious 
song of old,” the angelic 
tidings of peace on earth. 
It calls for us to respond 
to the song and send back 
to heaven that we will 
make peace on earth.

Texts and music for hymns and 
sung responses reprinted under 
OneLicense.net #A-714861
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	 thy Son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold, 
	 most highly favored lady,” Gloria! 
	 Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head, 
	 “To me be as it pleaseth God,” she said, 
	 “my soul shall laud and magnify his holy name.” 
	 Most highly favored lady, Gloria! 
	 Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born 
	 in Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn, 
	 and Christian folk throughout the world will ever say – 
	 “Most highly favored lady,” Gloria!

  Second Lesson            Matthew 1:18-25, page 879
	 This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

  Sermon                          The Birth Announcement            Dr. Ryan Baer

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

*Hymn 27                     Gentle Mary Laid Her Child                
TEMPUS ADEST FLORIDUM

*8:45 a.m. Affirmation of Faith                                The Apostles’ Creed

  Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer                    
	 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 	
	 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
	 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
	 as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,	
	 but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 	
	 power and the glory, forever. Amen.

  Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings

  Offertory                              Meditation on Carol                  Craig Phillips

	 *Doxology                                                                         Hymn 592
		  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
		  praise him, all creatures here below; 
		  praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
		  praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

	 *Prayer of Dedication

SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD

*Hymn 38                      It Came Upon the Midnight Clear                         CAROL

*Charge and Benediction

*Congregational Response                           VENI EMMANUEL, refrain
	 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!

  Postlude                                From Heaven Above           Garth Edmunson

A special word of welcome to our guests: thank you for joining us for worship this morning. 
Please fill out the Fellowship Pad so that we may be in touch. We are delighted you are here and 
look forward to seeing you again.

Nurseries for children 4 years old and younger, available from 8:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m., are 
located next to the Children’s Ministry Suite and are accessible down the stairs in the Atrium 
and through the glass door.

Children, Pre K – 5th Grade, are invited to Children’s Church during the 11:00 a.m. worship 
service. Children’s Church will be held downstairs in the Children’s Ministry Suite. We will depart 
for Children’s Church following the Sacrament of Baptism. To pick up your child after the service, 
please go to the church courtyard entrance of the Children’s Ministry Suite.
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WORSHIP LEADERS
Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor
The Rev. Leigh Bonner, Interim Associate Pastor
Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist

Lay Reader
11:00 a.m. Dan Nadenicek

Baptism Elder
Ed Law

USHERS
  8:45 a.m. John Simpson (head), Terry Nestor

11:00 a.m. Jimbo LaBoon III (head), Stephen 
Covington, Matt Jones, Keith Oelke, Bo Thurston

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN
Bryan Owens

SUNDAY MORNING MANAGERS
Aiden Dowling, Chuck Toney

FLOWERS
The poinsettias are given to the glory of God.

TO AID IN WORSHIP
If you need to leave the sanctuary during 
the service, a live video feed is available in the 
Atrium, on Facebook, and YouTube.
Available in the Narthex or from an usher:
• Personal hearing receivers usable
   anywhere in the sanctuary
• Large-print hymnals, Bibles, bulletins, 
   and hymnsheets
• Sermons from the previous six weeks

CONGREGATIONAL CARE
Prayer requests can be submitted to the church 
office, 706-543-4338, by the Prayer Request 
link on our church website (firstpresathens.org) 
or on the prayer cards in the Fellowship Pads.

NOTES ON THE SERVICE

ANNOUNCEMENTS
CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING
This Sunday, we will have the opportunity 
to join with congregations from around the 
United States and give to our annual Christmas 
Joy Offering which will help support past, 
present, and future leaders in the Presbyterian 
Church. Please give generously.

OFFERING ENVELOPES
If you would like to have offering envelopes 
for 2023, please e-mail Jennifer Sunderlin at 
frontdesk@firstpresathens or call the church office 
at 706-543-4338 by tomorrow, December 19.

COMMITMENT REMINDER
Thank you to all who have made a financial 
commitment for 2023. We depend on the 
generosity of everyone to support our ministries 
and missions. If you have not yet made your 
commitment, please do so by December 
29 at noon so the Session can plan the 2023 
budget. You may mail your estimate of giving 
to the church office, or submit it online at 
firstpresathens.org/give. If you have any 
questions, please contact  Jennifer Adams at 
jadams@firstpresathens.org.

Service of the Longest Night
Today, December 18, 7:00 p.m.

Join us for the Service of the Longest Night. The service takes its name from the fact that in the 
Northern Hemisphere in December, there are more hours of darkness than light, and this service 
acknowledges that many in our community do not find this to be “the most wonderful time of the 
year.” We will pray with and for those in our community who may be hurting and grieving, while 
remembering that the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.

Advent Book Study
Join us this Wednesday, December 21, for our last meeting to study the devotion book Advent in 
Plain Sight by Jill Duffield. If you haven’t purchased a book or had to miss any of the meetings, you 
are still welcome to join us. We will meet at 12:30 p.m. in Moses Waddel Room and 7:00 p.m. on 
Zoom. (ID: 865 9124 3724, Password: 185185). You can find more information on the FPC website.



Poinsettias are placed in the sanctuary
to the glory of God and in memory of:

Rev. Dr. John Kipp
Donald & Mary Koehler
Jack & Judy Koetzle
Jim Lindsey
Donald L. & Jane P. Lowe
Bob & Sue Marion
Evan Andrew Marshall
Dr. Elizabeth Hulsey Marshall
Nicholas Taylor Marshall
Thomas Allan Marshall
Arthur & Andrew McKay
Mary Mell
Dorothy Matson Merry
James T. O’Brien
Merritt & Be Oelke
Lee James Padgett
Marcia Pierson
Elizabeth Nicholson Porterfield
Joanne Rainsford
Michael Warren Reed
John Wesley Reed
Merideth Sheskey
Elliott Simmons
Marcia Deschner Snow
Grace & Bob Stephens
Elinor & John Terrell
Nancy Crowell Thames
Louise & Tom Tillman
Susie Tisdale
Wilbur Tisdale
John R. Trapnell
Charles & Evelyn Ward
Marian & Doc Wendler
Lance Jason Wilder
Carolyn & Sid Wilfong
Nancy Conley Wilson

Kay Avery
Barbara Bergmann
Conrad D. Bergmann
The Rev. Arthur L. Bishop
Arthur L. Bishop, Jr.
Lis Brabazon
Olin & Eula Brooks
Rev. W. E. Brown
Jocelyn Bruner
Marian and Ken Carr
Eve Carson
John & Inez Chittom
William J. & Hilda M. Corry
Julius Phillip Covington
Allen & Nan Jo Crowell
MAJ Glenn David Crowell
Dr. John Marshall Crowell
Alvin H. & Elizabeth A. Deschner
David Hibbs Donnan
Ann B. Downs
Rev. Bertis E. Downs, III
Bolling & Mary Neil DuBose
Delmer Delano Dunn
Reese & Margaret Ellison
Mary Frances Fitch
Kevin Garrison
Rosevelyn Garrison
Florence Matson Gilmer
Beverly Gragg
Mr. & Mrs. John Griffin
Flem & Peggy Hall
Raye Daniel Jenkins
Rev. James Renwick Kennedy, Jr.
William W. Kidd
Allen Dupree King, Jr.
Rev. Dorothy H. Kipp

Poinsettias are placed in the sanctuary
to the glory of God and in honor of:

Dr. Ryan & Amy Baer
Becca, Robert, Dagny, Adelaide, and Marin
Brian and Max
The Rev. Leigh Bonner 
Charlotte Chromiak
Family Promise Guests & Volunteers
FPC Clergy & Staff
FPC Session

FPC Volunteers
Ian Hardin
Holly, Jeremiah, Noël, and Dean
James T. & Gerrye Jenkins
Carlton Mell 
Natalie Bishop and Kim Ness
Kitty Norman
Smith Wilson



THIS WEEK
Sunday, December 18 - Fourth Sunday of Advent, Christmas Joy Offering, 
			                             Service of the Longest Night, Family Promise Host Weeks Begin
  8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Services, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
  9:45 a.m.	 Sunday School and Godly Play
12:00 p.m.	 Atrium Refreshments, Atrium
  5:00 p.m.	 Youth Movie Night, Fellowship Hall
  5:00 p.m.	 Stated Session Meeting, Moses Waddel Room
  7:00 p.m.	 Service of the Longest Night, Sanctuary

Tuesday, December 20
  1:00 p.m.	 Staff Meeting, Staff Conference Room

Wednesday, December 21
12:30 p.m.	 Advent Book Study, Moses Waddel Room
  6:30 p.m.	 Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Room 202
  7:00 p.m.	 Advent Book Study via Zoom (ID: 865 9124 3724, Password: 185185)

Friday, December 23 - Church Office Closed
Saturday, December 24 - Christmas Eve
  4:00 p.m.	 Christmas Eve Family Service, Sanctuary
  6:00 and 8:00 p.m.	 Candlelight Services, Sanctuary

Sunday, December 25 - Christmas Day, Meals on Wheels Delivery
10:00 a.m. Service, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching

LOOKING AHEAD

January 1 - New Year’s Day, One Service at 10:00 a.m., Communion Sunday, Meals on 	
	                    Wheels Delivery, Family Promise Host Weeks End

Holidays@First - Outreach Opportunities
Holiday Benevolence Market – choose meaningful and symbolic gifts on the shopping lists of 26 non-
profit mission partners. Do so by mail by December 31. See shopping list at tinyurl.com/FPCHBM2022.

Holiday Meals on Wheels – help cover the cost of one or more meals on Thanksgiving, 
Christmas, or New Year’s Day by making a financial contribution* by December 31.

Family Promise of Athens – help us host homeless families Dec. 18 – Jan. 1 through Family Promise. 
Sign up at tinyurl.com/FPChostweek2022 or contact Susan Boatwright at boatwright.susan@gmail.
com to take a shift or bring a meal. Please note the location change! The families will stay at Milledge 
Avenue Baptist Church static site, so volunteers report there, not our church.

* For financial contributions make your check to First Presbyterian Church and note cause in memo line, or 
give online at FirstPresAthens.org/give and select appropriate fund in drop-down menu.

A very special invitation to join us on Christmas Eve:
Saturday, December 24

Family Service, 4:00 p.m.

Candlelight Services, 6:00 & 8:00 p.m. (prelude will begin 30 minutes before)
Please bring a box of diapers (infant or adult) to benefit the Athens Area Diaper Bank. 

We will receive an offering to support Athens Area Emergency Food Bank.
Please note that all children are invited to take part in worship on Christmas Eve and 
Christmas morning. We will not have additional childcare during the Christmas Eve 

or Christmas morning services. Childcare (Nursery Play) for our littles ones will 
resume on Sunday, January 1, New Year’s Day (10:00 a.m. Worship Service)



EDUCATION – FAITH FORMATION
SUNDAYS FOR CHILDREN
Director of Children’s Ministries: Natalie Bishop 
Nursery Coordinator: Rita Raines 

Nursery Play, 8:30 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.
Children’s Playroom • Infants – 4 Year Olds
Little ones are invited to Nursery Play during worship 
and Sunday school. Children will enjoy playtime, 
Bible stories, and a light snack with church friends.

Godly Play, 9:45 a.m.-10:45 a.m.
Children’s Ministry Suite • Pre-K – 5th Grade 
Children are invited to Godly Play during the Sunday 
School hour. Godly Play is an innovative way of teaching 
and learning that helps children “discover” who God is 
rather than being “told” who God is. The structure and 
routine of  Godly Play offer children a safe and nurturing 
space to explore, connect, wonder, and worship God.

Children and Worship, 8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
All children are welcome to remain in worship with 
their families every Sunday. Children’s bulletins, Bibles, 
and books are available at the children’s tables located in 
the Narthex and on both sides of the choir loft.

Children’s Church, 11:00 a.m. Worship Service
Children, Pre-K – 1st Grade are invited to Children’s 
Church to continue worshipping together by listening to 
God’s Word, singing to God, praying to God and giving 
to God. On the last Sunday of the month, children, Pre-
K-5th Grade are invited to a special Children’s Church 
in the Children’s Ministry Suite.
*All children are invited to remain in the sanctuary on 
the 1st Sunday of the month to take part in worship and 
Communion with family.

SUNDAYS FOR YOUTH
Director of Youth Ministries: Kim Ness
Middle School Coordinator: Erin Osborne
The PIT (basement level) • 6th - 12th Grade

Sunday School (9:45 a.m.)
Middle School class is using a well-loved curriculum 
called re:form. With funny videos, creative activities, 
and lots of time to explore big and small questions of 
faith, this will be a fun, class for all our 6th-8th graders! 

High School youth are encouraged to attend the in-
tergenerational Inquirers Class that meets in the Moses 
Waddel Room. This semester, we are tackling issues 
of homelessness and how we can work together on the 
Matthew 25 goal to eradicate systemic poverty. Once 
a month, high schoolers will also be invited to worship 
together followed by lunch and a time of reflection.

Youth Group
Sunday night youth group is a fast hour of games, get-
to-know you activities, devotionals and discussion. 
This year our theme is Justice and Joy. Youth will 
gather in the PIT to talk about their faith and begin to 
understand their role in doing justice AND bringing 
joy to a hurting world.
Middle School meets 5:00 – 6:00 p.m.
High School meets 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. 

Combined Youth Dinner (6:00 p.m.)
Between MS and HS youth groups, everyone will 
gather in Fellowship Hall for a shared meal. If you’d 
like to help provide a meal for our youth, please sign 
up here: tinyurl.com/FPCYouthDinnerHosts

For more information about youth ministry at FPC, visit 
www.fpcathenspit.com.

IN PERSON
Builders • Room 301
This class is an invitation for parents of children and 
youth to come join for a time of fellowship and support.
Coordinators: Dr. Ryan Baer (ryan@firstpresathens.org), 
The Rev. Leigh Bonner (lbonner@firstpresathens.org)

College Connections • Room 302
How does your life intersect with the stories we 
call Holy Scripture? We will take a a deep dive into 
the writings of the New Testament with the goal of 
journeying from Matthew to Revelation. Grad and 
undergrad students are welcome to join at any time. 
Coordinator: The Rev. Will Norman (will@pscuga.org)

Inquirers • Moses Waddel Room
Thoughtful introspection and lively group discussion 
covering contemporary issues and daily Christian living, 
with a focus on Matthew 25: Poverty and Homelessness. 
Coordinator: Kim Ness (kness@firstpresathens.org)

HYBRID (in person and over Zoom)
Del Dunn Sunday School Class • Room 308
An in-depth study and discussion of scripture – with 
a chapter-by-chapter reading and discussion of Paul’s 
Epistle to the Romans. Zoom and in-person.
Coordinator: Susan Landrum (slandrum@uga.edu)
Zoom ID: 875 216 0708, PW: 634175

New Voices • Room 310
Did John Calvin and Martin Luther get it right? How 
does the concept of “A Priesthood of Believers” guide 
our Church life? How does it inform our discussion of 
critical theological theories and lessons? And, how can 
the Waymaker (who?) guide us through difficult times?
Led by: Lewis Hudgins (lewisahudgins@gmail.com)
Zoom ID: 674 533 8902

Wayne F. Middendorf Men’s Bible Class  
Bride’s Room, Tinsley Stern
Open and honest discussion in a nonjudgmental atmo-
sphere about various aspects of Christianity.
Contacts: Ian Hardin (ianhardin1@gmail.com), Jim 
Scanlon (jjtscanlon@yahoo.com)
Zoom ID: 883 5159 0923

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ADULTS
9:45-10:40 a.m.








