First|Presbyterian ChurchsAthens

In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is
to create a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!

October 23, 2022
11:00 a.m.
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD

Welcome to all who are worshipping with us. As we enter a holy space this morning, please
silence your cell phone.

Greeting Psalm 118:24
This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!

Prelude John Coble

Improvisation on Mit Freuden Zart
Words of Welcome and Concerns of the Church

Song of Gathering
From all that dwell below the skies
let the Creator’s praise arise: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Let the Redeemer’s name be sung

through every land in every tongue.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Call to Worship
How lovely is the house of the Lord.
How beautiful to be gathered in the presence of God.
How lovely is the dwelling place of the Lord.
How beautiful is the image of God we behold in one another.

Hymn 229, stanza 1

*Hymn 483  Sing Praise to God, Who Reigns Above  MIT FREUDEN ZART
*Call to Confession

*Prayer of Confession

Gracious God, our sins are too heavy to carry, too real to hide,

and too deep to undo. Forgive what our lips tremble to name,

what our hearts can no longer bear, and what has become for us
a consuming fire of judgment. Set us free from a past that we

cannot change; open us to a future in which we can be changed;
and grant us grace to grow more and more in your likeness and
image through Jesus Christ, the light of the world.

*Silent Prayer
Lord, have mercy. Amen.

*Assurance of Pardon

*Those who are able may stand.

Please sign and pass the
Fellowship Pad, making
note of new and old friends,
check in on Facebook, and
Sfollow us on Instagram
(firstpresathensga).

The regal divine
imagery of Sing Praise to
God, Who Reigns Above
will not be new to most
singers, but some may
not expect the third
stanza’s image of God
as mother. Yet it is part
of God’s self~descrip-
tion in Isaiah 66. This
Bohemian Brethren
tune resembles both
Genevan psalm tunes
and French folk songs.



At “The Peace,” worship-
ers are invited to greet each
other by saying, “The
peace of Christ be with
you,” and responding,
“And also with you.”

After the Passing of the
Peace at the 11:00 a.m.
service, children, ages Pre-K
- 1st Grade, are invited to
Children’s Church held in
the Children’s Ministry
Suite on the first floor.

Lay Reader: Carol McKay

The author wrote Just
As I Am, Without One
Plea at a time when
illness limited her
activities. The hymn
helped her achieve and
express a renewed sense
of worth grounded in
Christ’s self-giving.

Next to the Nicene
Creed, The Apostles’
Creed is the most
universally accepted
doctrinal statement in
Christendom. Although
not written by apostles,
it reflects the theological
formulations of the first
century church. Arising
from an early baptismal
creed, it underwent
development, attaining
its present form in the

eighth century.

*Congregational Response Jacques Berthier
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*The Peace

Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

Prayer for Illumination

First Lesson Psalm 51, page 509
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Anthem Create in Me A Clean Heart, O God Carl F. Mueller
Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy holy spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy spirit.
Then will I teach transgressors thy ways;
and sinners shall be converted unto thee.

Second Lesson 2 Samuel 11:1-6, 26-27, 12:1-9, page 281
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Sermon The Three Most Important Words Dr. Ryan Baer

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

*Hymn 370 Just as I Am, Without One Plea WOODWORTH

* Affirmation of Faith
I believe in God the Father almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.

The Apostles” Creed

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead;

he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of
God the Father Almighty;

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church;
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory, forever. Amen.



Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings

Offertory I Call to You, Lord Jesus Christ ~ Johann Sebastian Bach

*Doxology Hymn 592
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

praise him, all creatures here below;

praise him above, ye heavenly host;

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication

SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD

*Hymn 298 There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy IN BABILONE

*Charge and Benediction

*Congregational Response
Go with us, Lord, and guide the way
through this and every coming day,
that in your Spirit strong and true
our lives may be our gift to you.

Postlude

Hymn 535

Festal Flourish Gordon Jacob

You may mail your check,
set up an automatic payment
of your pledge through your
bank, or donate online
using this QR code or at
firstpresathens.org/

give. Thank you for your

generosity.

There’s a Wideness in
God’s Mercy consists of
selected stanzas from a
longer hymn. It reminds
us that the model of our
dealing with others should
be God’s generosity rather
than limited human toler-
ance. The tune isa Dutch
folk melody.

Texts and music for hymns and
sung responses reprinted under
OneLicense.net #4-714861

A special word of welcome to our guests: thank you for joining us for worship this morning.
Please fill out the Fellowship Pad so that we may be in touch. We are delighted you are here and
look forward to seeing you again.

Nurseries for children 4 years old and younger, available from 8:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m., are
located next to the Children’s Ministry Suite and are accessible down the stairs in the Atrium
and through the glass door.

Children, Pre K — 1st Grade, are invited to Children’s Church during the 11:00 a.m.
worship service. Children’s Church will be held downstairs in the Children’s Ministry Suite.
We will depart for Children’s Church following the Passing of the Peace. To pick up your child
after the service, please go to the church courtyard entrance of the Children’s Ministry Suite.

NOTES ON THE SERVICE

WORSHIP LEADERS

Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor

The Rev. Leigh Bonner, Interim Associate Pastor
Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist
Lay Reader

Carol McKay

USHERS
Chuck Toney (head), Larry Jones, Laura Toney

GREETERS
Beverly Phares

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN
Bryan Owens

FLOWERS

The flowers in the sanctuary today are given
to the glory of God and in celebration of the
wedding of Katherine Agnes Milner and
Robert Tanner Warbington.

SUNDAY MORNING MANAGER

Paulo Santos

TO AID IN WORSHIP

If you need to leave the sanctuary during

the service, a live video feed is available in the

Atrium, on Facebook, and YouTube.

Available in the Narthex or from an usher:

* Personal hearing receivers usable
anywhere in the sanctuary

* Large-print hymnals, Bibles, bulletins,
and hymnsheets

* Sermons from the previous six weeks

CONGREGATIONAL CARE

Prayer requests can be submitted to the church
office, 706-543-4338, by the Prayer Request
link on our church website (firstpresathens.org)
or on the prayer cards in the Fellowship Pads. 3



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Called Congregational Meeting
Today after worship service
The Session calls the congregation to meet today worship service, in the Sanctuary, for the purpose

of receiving a report from the Nominating Committee and electing officers to their respective
terms. Nursery care will be available for infants and toddlers.

Join us on this Wednesday for a special Wed@First

This year we will enjoy pumpkin carving fun during Wednesday Night Dinner on October 26
in Fellowship Hall. This is a BYOP event (Bring Your Own Pumpkin and carving tools). Please
make your reservation by noon tomorrow, October 24.

Trick or Treat for UNICEF
October 30

Join us next Sunday, October 30 after the 11:00 a.m. worship service out on the front porch of
the church. Children will be dressed in their church friendly costumes ready to collect donations
for UNICEEF as well as pass out Halloween treats for alll The United Nation’s Children Fund
(UNICEF) needs our support! Tens of millions of children have been uprooted from their homes
due to crisis and conflict. Please help us support UNICEF as they work hard to ensure that
children all over the world have access to safe water, medicine, and nutrition as well as access to
vaccines. We hope to see you out of the front porch next Sunday to Trick or Treat for UNICEF!

Thanksgiving Food Bag Sunday is November 14

Can you provide a bag of food that can be used by an Athens family of four to prepare a Thanksgiving
dinner? Bags are available today through November 7. Please bring them to church on November 14
or drop them oft at the church during normal business hours by 2 p.m. on Friday, November 12.
Alternatively, you can send a check for $40 to the church or donate at firstpresathens.org/give (please
select General Fund and add “Thanksgiving bags” in the memo box).

2022 Shopping List

"1 Cranberry sauce 1 Mac & Cheese
7 Chicken broth T Instant potatoes
71 French fried onions (that go on top of green T Rice
bean casserole) 1 Gravy (cans or jars)
1 Corn 1 Cookies
(1 Stuffing/Dressing mix T Fresh sweet potatoes

Cornbread mix Brown and serve rolls
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Fall Programs 2022
September 18 - November 13

4:30 —5:30 p.m. Chair Yoga with Mel Berzack,
The Sun Room, Tinsley-Stern Building

4:30 - 5:30 p.m. ‘““Dante’s Inferno’ with Ron Bogue,
Room 308

5:00 — 5:30 p.m. St. Andrews Choir, Room 202
5:30 = 6:30 p.m. Dinner, Fellowship Hall

*6:30 —7:30 p.m. “This I Believe: A Conversation
About the Apostles’ Creed’ with
Dr. Baer, Moses Waddel Room

*6:30 — 8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir, Room 202
*Childcare Provided

Wednesday Night Dinner
5:30 - 6:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall

$10 adults, $40 max per family (complimentary
for children 5 and under). Please RSVP in the
Atrium, online at tinyurl.com/WedAtFirst, using
the QR code, or by contacting the church office
e-mail frontdesk@firstpresathens.org or call 706-
543-4338 by Mondays at 12:00 p.m.
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THIS WEEK

Sunday, October 23
6:30 a.m.  AthHalf Pre-Race Service, Atrium, No 8:45 a.m. Service
9:45a.m.  Sunday School and Godly Play
11:00 a.m.  Service, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
12:00 p.m.  Called Congregational Meeting, Sanctuary
12:15 p.m.  Atrium Refreshments, Atrium
1:00 p.m.  Elder Elect Orientation, Staff Conference Room
3:30 p.m.  Cherub Choir Rehearsal, Room 203
3:30 p.m.  St. Andrews Choir Rehearsal, Room 202
4:00 p.m.  Mission and Outreach Commission Meeting, Moses Waddel Room
4:20 p.m.  Celebration Singers Rehearsal, Room 202

Monday, October 24
2:00 p.m.  Lay Caller Meeting via Zoom
5:30 p.m.  Handbell Rehearsal, Room 205

Tuesday, October 25
7:00 a.m.  Our Daily Bread Breakfast, First Baptist Church
9:00 a.m.  Northeast Georgia Presbytery Meeting, Monticello Presbyterian Church
1:00 p.m.  Staff Meeting, Staff Conference Room
1:30 p.m.  Knitting Purls, Parlor

Wednesday, October 26
4:30 p.m.  Chair Yoga with Mel Berzack, The Sun Room (Tinsley-Stern Building)
4:30 p.m.  Dante’s Inferno with Ron Bogue, Room 308
5:00 p.m.  St. Andrews Choir Rehearsal, Room 202
5:30 p.m.  Wed@First Supper and Pumpkin Carving, Fellowship Hall
6:30 p.m.  “This I Believe: A Conversation About the Apostles’ Creed”, Moses Waddel Room
6:30 p.m.  Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Room 202

Thursday, October 27

9:10 a.m.  Weekday School Chapel, Children’s Ministy Suite
5:30 p.m.  Associate Pastor Nominating Committee, Moses Waddel Room

Sunday, October 30 - Reformation Sunday, Trick or Treat for UNICEF
8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Services, The Rev. Leigh Bonner preaching
9:45 p.m.  Sunday School and Godly Play
12:00 p.m.  Atrium Refreshments, Atrium
3:30 p.m.  Cherub Choir Rehearsal, Room 203
3:30 p.m.  St. Andrews Choir Rehearsal, Room 202
4:20 p.m.  Celebration Singers Rehearsal, Room 202
5:00 p.m.  Combined Youth Group Halloween Party, The PIT

LOOKING AHEAD
November 6 - All Saints’ Day, Communion Sunday, Food Sunday

November 13 - Stewardship Dedication Sunday, Thanksgiving Food Bag Sunday,
Project Safe Work Day



EDUCATION - FAITH FORMATION

SUNDAYS FOR CHILDREN
Director of Children’s Ministries: Natalie Bishop
Nursery Coordinator: Rita Raines

Nursery Play, 8:30 a.m. — 12:15 p.m.

Children’s Playroom e Infants —4 Year Olds

Little ones are invited to Nursery Play during worship
and Sunday school. Children will enjoy playtime,
Bible stories, and a light snack with church friends.

Godly Play, 9:45 a.m.-10:45 a.m.

Children’s Ministry Suite ® Pre-K — 5th Grade
Children are invited to Godly Play during the Sunday
School hour. Godly Play is an innovative way of teaching
and learning that helps children “discover” who God is
rather than being “told” who God is. The structure and
routine of Godly Play offer children a safe and nurturing
space to explore, connect, wonder, and worship God.

Children and Worship, 8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
All children are welcome to remain in worship with
their families every Sunday. Children’s bulletins, Bibles,
and books are available at the children’s tables located in
the Narthex and on both sides of the choir loft.

Children’s Church, 11:00 a.m. Worship Service
Children, Pre-K — 1st Grade are invited to Children’s
Church to continue worshipping together by listening to
God’s Word, singing to God, praying to God and giving
to God. On the last Sunday of the month, children, Pre-
K-5th Grade are invited to a special Children’s Church
in the Children’s Ministry Suite.

*All children are invited to vemain in the sanctuary on
the 1st Sunday of the month to take part in worship and
Communion with family.

SUNDAYS FOR YOUTH

Director of Youth Ministries: Kim Ness

Middle School Coordinator: Erin Osborne

The PIT (basement level) * 6th - 12th Grade

Sunday School (9:45 a.m.)

Middle School class is using a well-loved curriculum
called re:form. With funny videos, creative activities,
and lots of time to explore big and small questions of
faith, this will be a fun, class for all our 6th-8th graders!

High School youth are encouraged to attend the in-
tergenerational Inquirers Class that meets in the Moses
‘Waddel Room. This semester, we are tackling issues
of homelessness and how we can work together on the
Matthew 25 goal to eradicate systemic poverty. Once
amonth, high schoolers will also be invited to worship
together followed by lunch and a time of reflection.

Youth Group

Sunday night youth group is a fast hour of games, get-
to-know you activities, devotionals and discussion.
This year our theme is Justice and Joy. Youth will
gather in the PIT to talk about their faith and begin to
understand their role in doing justice AND bringing
joy to a hurting world.

Middle School meets 5:00 — 6:00 p.m.

High School meets 6:30 — 7:30 p.m.

Combined Youth Dinner (6:00 p.m.)

Between MS and HS youth groups, everyone will
gather in Fellowship Hall for a shared meal. If you’d
like to help provide a meal for our youth, please sign
up here: tinyurl.com/FPCYouthDinnerHosts

For more information about youth ministry at FPC, visit
www.fpcathenspit.com.

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ADULTS
9:45-10:40 a.m.

IN PERSON

Builders ¢ Room 301

This class is an invitation for parents of children and
youth to come join for a time of fellowship and support.
Coordinators: Dr. Ryan Baer (ryan@firstpresathens.org),
The Rev. Leigh Bonner (lbonner@firstpresathens. org)

College Connections * Room 302

How does your life intersect with the stories we
call Holy Scripture? We will take a a deep dive into
the writings of the New Testament with the goal of
journeying from Matthew to Revelation. Grad and
undergrad students are welcome to join at any time.
Coordinator: The Rev. Will Norman (will@pscuga.org)

Inquirers * Moses Waddel Room

Thoughttul introspection and lively group discussion
covering contemporary issues and daily Christian living,
with a focus on Matthew 25: Poverty and Homelessness.
Coordinator: Kim Ness (kness@firstpresathens.org)

HYBRID (in person and over Zoont)

Del Dunn Sunday School Class * Room 308
An in-depth study and discussion of scripture — with
a chapter-by-chapter reading and discussion of Paul’s
Epistle to the Romans. Zoom and in-person.
Coordinator: Susan Landrum (slandrum@uga.edu)

Zoom ID: 875 216 0708, PW: 634175

New Voices * Room 310

Did John Calvin and Martin Luther get it right? How
does the concept of “A Priesthood of Believers” guide
our Church life? How does it inform our discussion of
critical theological theories and lessons? And, how can
the Waymaker (who?) guide us through difficult times?
Led by: Lewis Hudgins (lewisahudgins@gmail.com)
Zoom ID: 843 8852 1222, PW: 185185

Wayne F. Middendorf Men’s Bible Class
Bride’s Room, Tinsley Stern

Open and honest discussion in a nonjudgmental atmo-
sphere about various aspects of Christianity.

Contacts: lan Hardin (ianhardinl@gmail.com), Jim
Scanlon (jjtscanlon@yahoo.com)

Zoom ID: 883 5159 0923



First Presbyterian Church-Athens

Nominees for Session Class of 2025

Lindsay Griffeth and her husband Andrew have been members at FPC for five
years. Lindsay grew up in multiple churches, but her grandmother, Caryl Woosley,
a life-long Presbyterian and FPC member has been a strong influence in her faith
journey. Lindsay is a registered nurse and currently works in Hospital Financial
Operations. Currently, Lindsay serves on the Weekday School Committee and
the Weekday Day School Medical Advisory Committee. Lindsay and Andrew
have two children, Sawyer (5) and Sutton (3). Lindsay and her family enjoy
cheering on the Georgia Bulldogs and spending time with family at the lake.

Angela Hunt and her husband Kyle have been members at FPC for three years
and have lived in Oconee county since 2016. Angela is a Senior Account
Executive at a medical marketing agency. She is also a member of the Builders
Sunday School class and has served on the Nominations and Elections Committee.
| Angela and Kyle have two daughters, Elle (9) and Emma (7). In her free time,
Angela loves cooking, reading, traveling, and spending time with friends.

~ Dan Nadenicek and his wifc Jeanne have been members of FPC for 12 years.
Opver the past few years, Dan has served as an usher, greeter, lay reader, liturgist,
written prayers for the prayer chain, and taught Wednesday evening classes.
While Dan officially retired from UGA in the summer of 2021, he continues
to work on projects and is completing a book manuscript. He enjoys working
in his landscape and is completing a small garden based on the Parable of the
Sower. The Nadeniceks have two grown sons.

». Karen Phillips and her husband Nathan have lived in Athens since attending
_ UGA, where they met at the Presbyterian Student Center. They have been
| members of FPC for 9 years. Karen is an elementary art teacher in Oconee county.
0N She is also a member of the Builders Sunday School class and team teaches the Middle
School Sunday School class. She has taught Children’s Sunday School, served on
the Children’s Ministry Renovation Team, and helped with various events. Karen
and Nathan have two sons, Charlie (12) and Owen (10). Karen is also a painter and
photographer. She enjoys dancing, biking, gardening, and traveling.

Ethelyn Simpson has called Athens home for 28 years and has been a member
of FPC for 12 years. She currently serves as a State Court Judge in Athens-Clarke
County. She has volunteered for Family Promise and is very excited about the
opportunity to become more involved in FPC after her retirement at the end of
this year. She enjoys reading, cooking, and spending time with extended family
on beach and mountain trips.




FirSt"P'resbyterianChurch;-Athens

Nominees for Session Class of 2025

Jeffrey Trapnell is a Senior Vice President with The Peachtree Group at
Morgan Stanley and is also the Resident Branch Manager of the Athens office.
Jeftrey graduated from the University of Georgia with a Bachelor of Business
Administration degree. He currently serves as an usher and on the Endowment
Committee at First Presbyterian Church. He 1s a lifetime member of the National
Eagle Scout Association and is involved in several social organizations within
Georgia. Jeftrey and his wife Jennifer met at the University of Georgia and
moved their family to Athens in 2016. They have three boys; Henry (22-
UGA), Turner (20-UVA) and Wallace (17-ACAD). Jeftrey previously served
as an elder at Trinity Presbyterian Church in Atlanta.

Patrick Tritt and his wife Eunice have been members of FPC for 34 years.
Pat received a Baxter Street education (from Alps Road Elementary all the
way to UGA). They have been members of the Couples and the Inquirer’s
Classes in Sunday School. Pat also started FPC’s Cub Scout Pack 10 in 1988
and was the Cubmaster. He has been active in the Salvation Army and has
been the Christmas chair for 30 years. Pat has been a member of Kiwanis
and has served in leadership positions at the local, state, and international
level. He is retired from the travel business, where he served as agent, owner,
and manager. They have one son Andrew (Abby) and two grandchildren.

John Turner and his wife Kim have lived in Athens for twenty years and
have been members of FPC for five years. John is an Economics Professor in
the Terry College of Business at the University of Georgia. At FPC, he has
served on the Property Committee, participated in multiple Sunday School
classes, volunteered for the Youth Group, and served as an usher. John and
Kim have two daughters, Carolina (17) and Sloane (14), each of whom was
confirmed at FPC. In his free time he enjoys playing golf and traveling.

Pat Waldrip and her husband Mike have been members of FPC for 34 years.
She taught in Clarke county schools and also supervised student teachers for
UGA’s Mary Frances Early College of Education. Patis a member of the handbell
| choir and volunteers with Family Promise. She and Mike serve as kitchen
& managers with the Presbyterian Student Center and provide weekly meals
B for UGA students with food insecurity. Pat has taught children’s Sunday
School, helped with VBS, and tutored students through the Athens Tutorial
§ Program. They have three grown sons who all participated in youth activities
B at church. They have five grandchildren, with one more expected in 2023.




483 Sing Praise to God, Who Reigns Above

MIT FREUDEN ZART 87.8.7.8.8.7

Johann Jacob Schiitz, 1675

Trans. Frances Elizabeth Cox, 1864; alt. Bohemian Brethren’s Kirchengesang, 1566
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Just as I Am, Without One Plea 370

WOODWORTH LM
William Batchelder Bradbury, 1849

Charlotte Elliott, 1834 Harm. The Hymnbook, 1955
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Music: Harmonization copyright, MCMLYV, by Fohr Ribble; renewed 1983; from The Hymnbook, published by Westminster Press.



298

IN BABILONE

Frederick William Faber, 1854; alt.

There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy

8787 D

Dutch melody
Arr, Julius Réntgen (1855-1933)
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