First|Presbyterian ChurchsAthens

In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is
to create a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!

September 18, 2022
8:45 and 11:00 a.m.
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD

Welcome to all who are worshipping with us. As we enter a holy space this morning, please
silence your cell phone.

Greeting Psalm 118:24
This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!

Prelude The God of Abraham Praise Richard Proulx
Words of Welcome and Concerns of the Church

Moment for Mission  Congregational Care Commission Tom Landrum

Song of Gathering
Praise the Lord, new songs employ, Alleluia!
Sing to God, who is your joy, Alleluia!
Israel, with one accord, Alleluia!
Lift your voice unto the Lord, Alleluia!

Call to Worship
Beloved children of God, in supplication and prayer,
with intercessions and with thanksgiving,
we come to worship God.
In hope and in humility, with joy and with concerns,
we come to worship God.
In faith and in uncertainty, with questions and with conviction,
let us worship God.

*Hymn 488 The God of Abraham Praise

*Call to Confession
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*Prayer of Confession
Holy God, we confess that we are too concerned with our
own peace. We seek the comfort of silence,and ignore the
cries of the oppressed. We are inwardly focused, missing your
call to serve the world in justice and love. Forgive us, O God.
Equip us to fulfill your will for a world in which all know dignity
and all are treated with equity, as your beloved children.

*Silent Prayer
Lord, have mercy. Amen.

*Assurance of Pardon

*Those who are able may stand.

Please sign and pass the
Fellowship Pad, making
note of new and old friends,
check in on Facebook, and
Sfollow us on Instagram
(firstpresathensga).

Shaped by its traditional
Jewish tune, The God
of Abraham Praise is an
English text that con-
veys the essence of the
Yigdal, a canticle based
on a medieval Hebrew
statement of faith used
in synagogue worship.



At “The Peace,” worship-
ers are invited to greet each
other by saying, “The
peace of Christ be with
you,” and responding,
“And also with you.”

After the Passing of the
Peace at the 11:00 a.m.
service, children, ages
Pre-K - grade 1, are invited
to Children’s Church held
in the Children’s Ministry
Suite on the first floor.

The text of the anthem
is from Albert Sch-
weizer’s The Quest of the
Historical Jesus, written
in 1906. It is set to
music by American
composer Jane Marshall.
It ends with a chorale
often associated with
Epiphany, but which

is really addressed to
Christ as the Morning
Star (Revelation 22:16)
who guides and sustains
us in this life and the life
to come.

Take My Life is a hymn
of consecration that
radiates from the word
“take,” resulting in a full
survey of a person’s attri-
butes and possessions and
giving weight to “all” at
the end. The composer
of the tune influenced
the renewal of Reformed
hymnody in French.

Next to the Nicene
Creed, The Apostles’
Creed is the most
universally accepted
doctrinal statement in
Christendom. Although
not written by apostles,
it reflects the theological
formulations of the first
century church. Arising
from an carly baptismal
creed, it underwent
development, attaining
its present form in the
cighth century.

*Congregational Response
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Glo-ry to God, glo-ty to God, al -le-1lu-ia, al - le - lu - ial
*The Peace

Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

Prayer for Illumination

First Lesson Matthew 28:19-20, page 911
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

11:00 Anthem He Comes to Us Jane Marshall
He comes to us as one unknown, without a name, as of old, by the lakeside
he came to all those who knew him not. He speaks to us, he speaks the
same word: “Follow thou me!” and sets us to the task which he has to
tulfill for our time. He commands. And to those who obey him, whether
they be wise or simple, he will reveal himself'in the toils, the conflicts,
the sufferings which they shall pass through in his fellowship, and, as an
ineffable mystery, they shall learn in their own experience who he is.
O Morning Star, how fair and bright
thou beamest forth in truth and light!

O Sovereign mecek and lowly.

Thou Root of Jesse, David’s son,

my Lord and Master, thou hast won

my heart to serve thee solely! Thou art holy,
fair and glorious, all victorious, rich in blessing,
rule and might o'er all possessing,

Second Lesson Genesis 12:1-9, page 9
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Sermon God’s Mission Statement Dr. Ryan Baer
RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD
*Hymn 391 Take My Life HENDON
* Affirmation of Faith The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;

the third day he rose again from the dead;

he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of
God the Father Almighty;

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. (cont.)



I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church;
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings

Offertory Adagio Antonio Vivaldi
trans. J.S. Bach
*Doxology Hymn 592 You may mail your check,
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; et tp art automatic payment
. . of your pledge through your
praise him, all creatures here below; bank, o donate online
praise him above, ye heavenly host; using this QR code or at
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. firstpresathens.org
give. Thank you for your
generosity.

*Prayer of Dedication

SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD

o Today We All Are
*Hymn 434 Today We All Are Called to Be Disciples ~ KINGSFOLD Called to Be Disciples

. . places stewardship in
*Charge and Benediction the context of faithful

witness. [t was written

" .
Congregational Respon.se SINE NOMINE by a retired Presbyterian
Go to the world! Go into every place. minister to be part of
Go live the word of God’s redeeming grace. stewardship campaign
Go seek God’s presence in each time and space. in 1986.
ia! ia!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Texts and music for hymns and
) . . . sung responses reprinted under
Postlude O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright ~ Max Drischner | OueLicense.net #4-714861

A special word of welcome to our guests: thank you for joining us for worship this morning.
Please fill out the Fellowship Pad so that we may be in touch. We are delighted you are here and
look forward to seeing you again.

Nurseries for children 4 years old and younger, available from 8:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m., are
located next to the Children’s Ministry Suite and are accessible down the stairs in the Atrium
and through the glass door.

Children, Pre K — 1st Grade, are invited to Children’s Church during the 11:00 a.m.
worship service. Children’s Church will be held downstairs in the Children’s Ministry Suite.
We will depart for Children’s Church following the Passing of the Peace. To pick up your child
after the service, please go to the church courtyard entrance of the Children’s Ministry Suite.



NOTES ON THE SERVICE

WORSHIP LEADERS

Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor

The Rev. Leigh Bonner, Interim Associate Pastor
Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist

Lay Reader
11:00 a.m. Kitty Donnan

USHERS
8:45 a.m. John Simpson (head), Carl Bergmann
11:00 a.m. Larry Jones (head),
Michael Earl, and Fred Wallace

FLOWERS

The Sanctuary flowers are given to the glory of God
and in celebration of the wedding of Katherine
Lynne Payne and Paithan Christopher Campbell.
We have a rosebud in honor of the birth of
Michael Warner Bikoft on September 7, 2022.
His Parents are Erin and James Bikoft, and his
grandparents are Eve and Mike Morris.

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN
Bryan Owens

SUNDAY MORNING MANAGER
Rebecca Carlton

TO AID IN WORSHIP

If you need to leave the sanctuary during
the service, a live video feed is available in the
Atrium, on Facebook, and YouTube.

Available in the Narthex or from an usher:

* Personal hearing receivers usable
anywhere in the sanctuary

* Large-print hymnals, Bibles, bulletins,
and hymnsheets

* Sermons from the previous six weeks

CONGREGATIONAL CARE

Prayer requests can be submitted to the church
office, 706-543-4338, by the Prayer Request
link on our church website (firstpresathens.org)
or on the prayer cards in the Fellowship Pads.

Picnic with Redcoat Band,
September 23, 5:30 p.m.

Pack your picnic basket, blanket, frisbee, and chairs and join friends of all ages at the Intramural
Practice Fields to enjoy hearing and watching the UGA Redcoat Marching Band practice.

Movie Night and Discussion, Wall-E,
September 30, 7:00 p.m.

Join us in Moses Waddel Room on September 30 at 7:00 p.m., for a movie screening followed
by discussion. Popcorn and soft drinks will be provided. All are welcome.



W CLF

Fall Programs 2022
September 18 - November 13

2:00 — 4:30 p.m. Bridge, Room 301

4:30 - 5:30 p.m. Chair Yoga with Mel Berzack,

The Sun Room, Tinsley-Stern Building

4:30 - 5:30 p.m. ‘“‘Dante’s Inferno” with Ron Bogue,

Room 308

5:00 - 5:30 p.m. St. Andrews Choir, Room 202

5:30 — 6:30 p.m. Dinner, Fellowship Hall

*6:30 — 7:30 p.m. “This I Believe: A Conversation

About the Apostles’ Creed’ with
Dr. Baer, Moses Waddel Room

*6:30 — 8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir, Room 202

*Childcare Provided

Wednesday Night Dinner

5:30 - 6:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall
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$10 adults, $40 max per family (complimentary
for children 5 and under). Please RSVP in the
Atrium, online at tinyurl.com/WedAtFirst, using
the QR code, or by contacting the church oftice
e-mail frontdesk@firstpresathens.org or call 706-
543-4338 by Mondays at 12:00 p.m.




THIS WEEK

Sunday, September 18
8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Services, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
9:45 p.m.  Sunday School and Godly Play
12:00 p.m.  Atrium Refreshments, Atrium
1:30 p.m.  First Things Class, Staff Conference Room
3:30 p.m.  Cherub Choir Rehearsal, Room 203
3:30 p.m.  St. Andrews Choir Rehearsal, Room 202
4:20 p.m.  Celebration Singers Rehearsal, Room 202
4:00 p.m.  Mission and Outreach Commission Meeting, Moses Waddel Room

Monday, September 19
5:30 p.m.  Handbell Rehearsal, Room 205
6:30 p.m.  Grief Support Group, Home of Cathy Crawford

Tuesday, September 20
1:00 p.m.  Staff Meeting, Staff Conference Room
1:30 p.m.  Knitting Purls, Parlor

Wednesday, September 21 - Wed@First Begins
2:00 p.m.  Bridge Group, Room 301
4:30 p.m.  Chair Yoga with Mel Berzack, The Sun Room (Tinsley-Stern Building)
4:30 p.m.  Dante’s Inferno with Ron Bogue, Room 308
5:00 p.m.  St. Andrews Choir Rehearsal, Room 202
5:30 p.m.  Wed@First Supper, Fellowship Hall
6:30 p.m.  “This I Believe: A Conversation About the Apostles’ Creed”, Moses Waddel Room
6:30 p.m.  Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Room 202

Friday, September 23
5:30 p.m.  Picnic with Redcoat Band, Intramural Practice Fields

Sunday, September 25
8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Services, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
9:45 p.m.  Sunday School and Godly Play
12:00 p.m.  Atrium Refreshments, Atrium
3:30 p.m.  Cherub Choir Rehearsal, Room 203
3:30 p.m.  St. Andrews Choir Rehearsal, Room 202
4:00 p.m.  New Member Tea, Home of Jill and Mark Hopkins
4:20 p.m.  Celebration Singers Rehearsal, Room 202
5:00 p.m.  Middle School Youth Group, The PIT
6:00 p.m.  Youth Dinner, Fellowship Hall
6:30 p.m.  High School Youth Group, The PIT

LOOKING AHEAD

September 30 - Movie Night and Discussion, Wall-E

October 2 - World Communion Sunday, Peace and Global Witness Offering, New Member
Introduction and Reception, Blessing of the Animals, Food Sunday



EDUCATION - FAITH FORMATION

SUNDAYS FOR CHILDREN
Director of Children’s Ministries: Natalie Bishop
Nursery Coordinator: Rita Raines

Nursery Play, 8:30 a.m. — 12:15 p.m.

Children’s Playroom e Infants —4 Year Olds

Little ones are invited to Nursery Play during worship
and Sunday school. Children will enjoy playtime,
Bible stories, and a light snack with church friends.

Godly Play, 9:45 a.m.-10:45 a.m.

Children’s Ministry Suite ® Pre-K — 5th Grade
Children are invited to Godly Play during the Sunday
School hour. Godly Play is an innovative way of teaching
and learning that helps children “discover” who God is
rather than being “told” who God is. The structure and
routine of Godly Play offer children a safe and nurturing
space to explore, connect, wonder, and worship God.

Children and Worship, 8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
All children are welcome to remain in worship with
their families every Sunday. Children’s bulletins, Bibles,
and books are available at the children’s tables located in
the Narthex and on both sides of the choir loft.

Children’s Church, 11:00 a.m. Worship Service
Children, Pre-K — 1st Grade are invited to Children’s
Church to continue worshipping together by listening to
God’s Word, singing to God, praying to God and giving
to God. On the last Sunday of the month, children, Pre-
K-5th Grade are invited to a special Children’s Church
in the Children’s Ministry Suite.

*All children are invited to vemain in the sanctuary on
the 1st Sunday of the month to take part in worship and
Communion with family.

SUNDAYS FOR YOUTH

Director of Youth Ministries: Kim Ness

Middle School Coordinator: Erin Osborne

The PIT (basement level) * 6th - 12th Grade

Sunday School (9:45 a.m.)

Middle School class is using a well-loved curriculum
called re:form. With funny videos, creative activities,
and lots of time to explore big and small questions of
faith, this will be a fun, class for all our 6th-8th graders!

High School youth are encouraged to attend the in-
tergenerational Inquirers Class that meets in the Moses
‘Waddel Room. This semester, we are tackling issues
of homelessness and how we can work together on the
Matthew 25 goal to eradicate systemic poverty. Once
amonth, high schoolers will also be invited to worship
together followed by lunch and a time of reflection.

Youth Group

Sunday night youth group is a fast hour of games, get-
to-know you activities, devotionals and discussion.
This year our theme is Justice and Joy. Youth will
gather in the PIT to talk about their faith and begin to
understand their role in doing justice AND bringing
joy to a hurting world.

Middle School meets 5:00 — 6:00 p.m.

High School meets 6:30 — 7:30 p.m.

Combined Youth Dinner (6:00 p.m.)

Between MS and HS youth groups, everyone will
gather in Fellowship Hall for a shared meal. If you’d
like to help provide a meal for our youth, please sign
up here: tinyurl.com/FPCYouthDinnerHosts

For more information about youth ministry at FPC, visit
www.fpcathenspit.com.

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ADULTS
9:45-10:40 a.m.

IN PERSON

Builders ¢ Room 301

This class is an invitation for parents of children and
youth to come join for a time of fellowship and support.
Coordinators: Dr. Ryan Baer (ryan@firstpresathens.org),
The Rev. Leigh Bonner (lbonner@firstpresathens. org)

College Connections * Room 302

How does your life intersect with the stories we
call Holy Scripture? We will take a a deep dive into
the writings of the New Testament with the goal of
journeying from Matthew to Revelation. Grad and
undergrad students are welcome to join at any time.
Coordinator: The Rev. Will Norman (will@pscuga.org)

Inquirers * Moses Waddel Room

Thoughttul introspection and lively group discussion
covering contemporary issues and daily Christian living,
with a focus on Matthew 25: Poverty and Homelessness.
Coordinator: Kim Ness (kness@firstpresathens.org)

W. D. Hooper ¢ Room 309
The hundred-year-old Hooper Bible Class is currently
on hiatus. Led by: Richard Lane (flane@uga.edu)

HYBRID (in person and over Zoont)

Del Dunn Sunday School Class * Room 308
An in-depth study and discussion of scripture — with
a chapter-by-chapter reading and discussion of Paul’s
Epistle to the Romans. Zoom and in-person.
Coordinator: Susan Landrum (slandrum@uga.edu)

Zoom ID: 875 216 0708, PW: 634175

New Voices * Room 310

Did John Calvin and Martin Luther get it right? How
does the concept of “A Priesthood of Believers” guide
our Church life? How does it inform our discussion of
critical theological theories and lessons? And, how can
the Waymaker (who?) guide us through difficult times?
Led by: Lewis Hudgins (lewisahudgins@gmail.com)
Zoom ID: 843 8852 1222, PW: 185185

Wayne F. Middendorf Men’s Bible Class
Bride’s Room, Tinsley Stern

Open and honest discussion in a nonjudgmental atmo-
sphere about various aspects of Christianity.

Contacts: lan Hardin (ianhardinl@gmail.com), Jim
Scanlon (jjtscanlon@yahoo.com)

Zoom ID: 883 5159 0923
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The God of Abraham Praise

Daniel ben Judah, 1404

LEONI 6684 D

Hebrew melody
Adapt. Thomas Olivers

Trans. Max Landsberg and Newton Mann, 1885; alt. and Meyer Lyon, 1770
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1. The God of A-brahampraise, Who reigns en-throneda - bove;
2. Your spir - it still flows free, High surg - ing where it  will;
3. You have e - ter-nal life Im - plant - ed in the soul
b — e " =
' ‘ T | ' l I ‘
0O 1. ; ; | | | : | | |
X L0 — ] ' o i ' . — =
i A [}
¢ e & ° * - : i —e r\__,r =g
The an-cient of e - ter - nal days,The God of love!
In proph-et’s word You spoke of old And You  speak still.
Your love shall be our strengthand stay, While a - ges roll.
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The Iord, the great T Am, By earth and heaven con - fessed,
Es - tab-lished s Your law, And change-less it  shall stand,
We praise You, liv - ing  God! We praise Your ho - ly name;
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Take My Life

HENDON  7.7.7.7
Frances Ridley Havergal, 1874 H. A. César Malan, 1827
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1. Takemy life, and let it be Con-se - crat -ed, Lord, to Thee.
2. Takemy hands, and let themmove At the im - pulse of Thy love.
3. Takemy voice, and let me sing, Al-ways, on - ly, for my King.
4. Takemy sil - ver andmy gold, Not a mite would I  with-hold;
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Take my mo - ments and my days; Let them flow in
Take my feet, and let them be Swift and beau - ti -
Take my lips, and let them be Filled with mes - sa -
Take my in - tel - lect, and  use Ev - ery power as
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cease - less praise, Iet them flow in cease - less praise.
ful for Thee, Swift and beau - ti - ful for Thee.
ges from  Thee, Filled with mes - sa - ges from Thee.
Thou  shalt choose, Ev - ery power Thou shalt choose.
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5. Take my will, and make it Thine;
It shall be no longer mine.
Take my heart, it is Thine owmn;
It shall be Thy royal throne,
It shall be Thy royal throne.

.
| |

l -

6. Take my love; my Lord, I pour
At Thy feet its treasure store.
Take myself, and I will be
Ever, only, all for Thee,

Ever, only, all for Thee.



Today We All Are Called to Be Disciples 434

KINGSFOLD CMD
English Country Songs, 1893

H, Kenn Carmichael, 1985 Arr, and harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1906
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1. To - day we all are calledto be Dis - ¢ - ples of the Lord,
2. God madethe worldand at its birth Or - dained our hu - man race
3. Pray jus-tice may come roll-ing down As in a mighty stream,
4. May we in ser-vice to ourGod Act out the liv-ing Word,
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To  help to set the cap-tive free, Make plow-share out of  sword,
To live as  stew-ards of the earth, Re - spond-ing to God's grace.
With righ-teous - ness in field and town To cleanseus and re - deem.
And walk the road the saintshavetrod Till all  have secenand heard.
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To feed the hun-gry, quench their thirst, Make love and peace our fast,
But we are vainand sad - ly proud, We sow. not peace but strife,
For God is longing to re - store An earth where con - flicts cease,
As stew-ards of the earth may we Give thanks in omne ac - cord

- & rog QLU L £ o |—~]
2k = }‘5‘“‘”—

-

o

g
]
l
|

I
i
N
ol

e

T

To serve the poor and home-less first, Our ease and com-fort last.
Our dis - cord spreadsa  dead-ly cloud That threat-ens all of  life.
A world that was cre - at - ed for A har - mo-ny of peace.
To God who calls us all to be Dis - c¢i - plesof the Lord.
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Text: © 198% H. Kenn Carmichael.
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Music: Arrangement and harmonization from the English Hymnal, 1906. Used by permission of Oxford University Press.
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SESSION
Ryan Baer, Moderator ~ Kitty Donnan, Clerk of Session

CLass OF 2022 Crass oF 2023 Crass oF 2024
Karen Burg Sarah Bryan Shannon Brooks
Michelle Clendenen-Shaw  Judy Burch Phyllis Crowell
Kitty Donnan Kent Burel Kemp Gaskill
Rob Haire Rod Canfield Denise Horton
Larry Jones Melinda DeMaria Paul Lee

Andy Jordan Jim Dove Sharon Logan
Jimbo LaBoon III Mark Hopkins Bruce Middendorf
Tom Landrum Matt Jones Randy Riner
Beverly Phares Robyn McDonald Chuck Toney
Smith Wilson Keith Oeclke

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF

Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor (ryan@firstpresathens.org)

The Rev. Leigh Bonner, Interim Associate Pastor (Ibonner@firstpresathens.org)
The Rev. Ron Gilreath, Acting Parish Associate (rjgilreath@att. net)

Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist (jcoble@firstpresathens.org)

Mrs. Kim Ness, Director of Youth Ministries (kness@firstpresathens.org)

Mrs. Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministries (natalie@firstpresathens.org)
Mrs. Elaine Johnson, Director of Weekday School (elaine@firstpresathens.org)
Mrs. Lucy Bell Johnson, Office Administrator (lbell@firstpresathens. org)

Mr. Paulo Santos, Communications Specialist (paulo@firstpresathens.org)

Mrs. Jennifer Sunderlin, Receptionist/Administrative Assistant (frontdesk@firstpresathens. org)
Ms. Jenniter Adams, Church Accountant

Mrs. Angie Townsend, Accounting Assistant (angie@firstpresathens.org)

Mrs. Marcy Fabris, Weekday School Administrative Assistant (wds@furstpresathens. org)
Ms. Rita Raines, Nursery Coordinator

Mrs. Charlotte Chromiak, Children’s Music Assistant (charlotteposs@gmail.com)
Mrs. Madeline Van Dyck, Parish Nurse




