
July 31, 2022
10:00 a.m.

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost

Please sign and pass the 
Fellowship Pad, making 
note of new and old friends, 
check in on Facebook, and 
follow us on Instagram 
(firstpresathensga).

Few Welsh hymns 
are as well known or 
loved as Guide Me, O 
Thou Great Jehovah, 
an 18th-century text 
that was paired with 
its popular tune in the 
early 20th century. It 
is a stirring hymn of 
pilgrimage filled with 
vivid imagery from 
Hebrew Scripture.

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD

Welcome to all who are worshipping with us. As we enter a holy space this morning, please 
silence your cell phone.

  Greeting 		                                                       Psalm 118:24
	 This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!

  Prelude            Improvisation: O God, Who Gives Us Life      John Coble

  Words of Welcome and Concerns of the Church

  Moment for Mission                                                     Lewis Hudgins

  Song of Gathering                                          PUER NOBIS NASCITUR
	 Let every voice on earth resound, 
	 and joyful hearts hold God adored; 
	 in gladness may God’s courts abound 
	 with songs of praise unto the Lord. 

  Call to Worship                                                                     
	 God has given us this day.
	 God’s steadfast love endures forever.
	 God has gathered us in this place.
	 God’s steadfast love endures forever.
	 There are many places we could be, but God has brought us here.
	 God’s steadfast love endures forever.

*Hymn 281          Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah       CWM RHONDDA

*Call to Confession

*Prayer of Confession
	 Faithful God, We confess our faithlessness. Our hearts are fickle,
 	 our eyes wander, and we trick ourselves into serving other gods. 
	 Forgive our waywardness and lead us back to you.
 	 Embolden our trust in your faithfulness and settle your truth in 
	 our hearts.

*Silent Prayer
	 Lord, have mercy. Amen.

*Assurance of Pardon

In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is 
to create a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 

rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!

*Those who are able may stand.



*Congregational Response                                                    Hymn 579
	 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
	 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
	 world without end. Amen. Amen.

*The Peace
	 Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 
	 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
	 And also with you.

  Back to School Blessing

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

  Prayer for Illumination         

  First Lesson                Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16, pages 526-527 
	 This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

  Anthem                Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing     Roland E. Martin
	 Come, thou fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing they grace! 
	 Streams of mercy never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise. 
	 Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above. 
	 Praise the mount! O, fix me on it, mount of God’s unchanging love. 
	 Here I find my greatest treasure, hither, by thy help, I’ve come; 
	 and I hope, by thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home. 
	 Jesus sought me when a stranger wandering from the fold of God; 
	 he, to rescue me from danger, interposed his precious blood. 
	 O, to grace how great a debtor daily I’m constrained to be! 
	 Let thy goodness, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to thee; 
	 prone to wander, Lord I feel it, prone to leave the God I love; 
	 here’s my heart, O, take and seal it, seal it for thy courts above.

  Second Lesson            Exodus 17:1-17, page 63
	 This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

  Sermon                         Gratitude vs. Nostalgia                 Dr. Ryan Baer

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

*Hymn insert             O God, Who Gives Us Life                           NOEL

*Affirmation of Faith                                                    The Apostles’ Creed
	 I believe in God the Father almighty,
	 Maker of heaven and earth.
	 And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
	 who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
	 born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
	 was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
	 the third day he rose again from the dead;
	 he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of 	
	 God the Father Almighty; 
	 from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
	 I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church;
	 the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
	 the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

  Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer                    
	 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
	 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
	 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
	 as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 	
	 but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 	
	 power and the glory, forever. Amen.2

At “The Peace,” worship-
ers are invited to greet each 
other by saying, “The 
peace of Christ be with 
you,” and responding, 
“And also with you.”

The anthem is a famil-
iar hymn set over an 
accompaniment based 
on Bach’s Suite No. 1 
in G for cello, arranged 
contemporary Ameri-
can composer Roland 
E. Martin. 

O God, Who Gives Us 
Life draws on a variety 
of passages that call 
attention to God’s 
faithfulness to the peo-
ple and the promise of 
a new covenant written 
on the heart (Jeremiah 
31:31-34). The English 
tune, arr. by Arthur 
S. Sullivan, is usually 
sung in Britain with 
the text It Came Upon 
the Midnight Clear.

Next to the Nicene 
Creed, The Apostles’ 
Creed is the most 
universally accepted 
doctrinal statement in 
Christendom. Although 
not written by apostles, 
it reflects the theological 
formulations of the first 
century church. Arising 
from an early baptismal 
creed, it underwent 
development, attaining 
its present form in the 
eighth century.



You may mail your check, 
set up an automatic payment 
of your pledge through your 
bank, or donate online 
using this QR code or at 
firstpresathens.org/
give. Thank you for your 
generosity.

Texts and music for hymns and 
sung responses reprinted under 
OneLicense.net #A-714861
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  Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings

  Offertory                                      Noel                             David Thorne

	 *Doxology                                                                         Hymn 592
		  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
		  praise him, all creatures here below; 
		  praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
		  praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
	 *Prayer of Dedication

SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD

*Hymn 446          Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken     AUSTRIAN HYMN

*Charge and Benediction

*Congregational Response                                                LAND OF REST

	 Together met, together bound 
	 by all that God has done, 
	 we’ll go with joy, to give the world 
	 the love that makes us one. 

  Postlude                                 Festival Finale                  Malcolm Archer

A special word of welcome to our guests: thank you for joining us for worship this morning. 
Please fill out the Fellowship Pad so that we may be in touch. We are delighted you are here and 
look forward to seeing you again.

Nurseries for children 4 years old and younger, available from 9:00 a.m. to 11:15 a.m., are 
located next to the Children’s Ministry Suite and are accessible down the stairs in the Atrium 
and through the glass door.

WORSHIP LEADERS
Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor
Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist
The Rev. Ron Gilreath, Liturgist
Meghan Bawcum, Cellist

Lay Reader
Beverly Phares

USHERS
Jimbo LaBoon III (head), Jim Dove, 
John Simpson

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN
Bryan Owens

FLOWERS
The Sanctuary flowers are given to the glory 
of God and in memory of Joe and Kathleen 
Wilfong, by their children.

SUNDAY MORNING MANAGER
Rebecca Carlton

TO AID IN WORSHIP
If you need to leave the sanctuary during the 
service, a live video feed is available in the Atrium 
and on Facebook and YouTube.
Available in the Narthex or from an usher:
• Personal hearing receivers usable
   anywhere in the sanctuary
• Large-print hymnals, Bibles, bulletins, 
   and hymnsheets
• Sermons from the previous six weeks

CONGREGATIONAL CARE
Prayer requests can be submitted to the church 
office, 706-543-4338, by the Prayer Request 
link on our church website (firstpresathens.org) 
or on the prayer cards in the Fellowship Pads.

NOTES ON THE SERVICE
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Good Shepherd Summer Club
Mini Mission Project Update

THANK YOU, First Pres Family for your continued support of our Children’s Ministry Good 
Shepherd Summer Club. We are excited to announce that thanks to you and your generous 
donations, we have completed our Big Kid Backpack mini mission project! We raised $800 to 
go towards the purchasing of 20 durable bookbags for our High School students who live in the 
Bethel neighborhood. Thank you again church family!

The start of school may be right around the corner, but the summer is not over yet. We have one more 
mini mission project. Next up is our Coloring Book Collection! Lay Park is hosting a Back to 
School event for our Bethel Buddies and they have asked if we could help provide coloring books that 
will be included in a Back to School surprise for the neighborhood children. Please pick up a coloring 
book or two (for both girls and boys) and drop them off in our Good Shepherd Summer donation 
box next to the church receptionist’s front desk or in the atrium. Our Coloring Book Collection will 
run through today, July 31. Thank you again for your support of our First Pres Children as they 
continue to share God’s love around the neighborhood this summer. 

- Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministry 

Sunday Conversations: Suicide Prevention
Sunday, August 7, 11:15 a.m.

Did you know that suicide is the 10th leading cause of death in the United States? Join us on 
August 7 at 11:15 a.m. in Moses Waddel Room for a conversation about suicide prevention, led 
by Drew Marshall. 

MATTHEW 25 BOOK STUDY
In between your light summer reading, the 
Matthew 25 Commission invites you to dig a 
little deeper into what it means to be a Matthew 
25 church with our next book study 

Today: Nickel and Dimed, by Barbara Ehrenreich; 
Discussion and lunch on July 31 11:00 a.m.-1:00 
p.m.

FOOD SUNDAY, AUGUST 7
You may bring donations of fruit juice (whole 
bottle or individual), saltine crackers, 
chips, cookies to church Sunday, August 7. 
You may also bring food to the church office 
until Friday, August 5. Thanks for your 
donations in July - our neighbors in need are 
grateful! Thanks too to Mac Corry for taking 
everything to the Emergency Food Bank!

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR OUR 
AUDIOVISUAL TEAM
We are recruiting members who would like to 
help our audiovisual team on Sunday mornings 
or with  special services. If you are interested 
to learn how to run our livestream and/or 
soundboard, please contact Paulo Santos at 
paulo@firstpresathens.org or call the church 
office at 706-543-4338

STEPHEN MINISTRY
Summer should be a carefree, relaxing time. But 
sometimes personal problems can get in the way 
of that. If you know someone who is struggling 
to enjoy the summer, First Presbyterian Stephen 
Ministers can help! Contact one of our Stephen 
Leaders for more information:
Ron Gilreath: rjgilreath@att.net, 770-335-9976
Lisa Oelke: lisakoelke@gmail.com, 706-540-4251



THIS WEEK

Sunday, July 31 - Back to School Blessing 
  9:15 a.m.	 Summer Choir Rehearsal, Chancel Choir Room
  9:45 a.m.	 Called Session Meeting, Parlor
10:00 a.m.       Service, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
11:15 a.m.      Matthew 25 Summer Book Study: Nickel and Dimed, by Barbara Ehrenreich, Moses                      
                           Waddel Room
  4:00 p.m.	 Middle School Pool Party at the Ness Home
  5:00 p.m.	 High School Pool Party at the Ness Home

Tuesday, August 2
10:00 a.m.	 Staff Meeting, Staff Conference Room 
  1:30 p.m.	 Knitting Purls, Brides Room  

Wednesday, August 3
12:00 p.m.	 Our Daily Bread Lunch, First Baptist Church

Thursday, August 4
  5:30 p.m.	 WDS Committee Meeting, Staff Conference Room

Saturday, August 6
  3:00 p.m.	 Memorial Service for Ruth and Al Ike, Sanctuary

Sunday, August 7 - Communion Sunday, Food Sunday 
  9:15 a.m.	 Summer Choir Rehearsal, Chancel Choir Room
10:00 a.m.       Service, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
11:00 a.m.      Conversations about Suicide Prevention, Moses Waddel Room

LOOKING AHEAD

Sunday, August 14 - Good Shepherd Summer Club
Sunday, August 21 - Rev. Dr. Victor Aloyo preaching,  Welcome Back Brunch

Red Cross Blood Drive
Sunday, August 28, 8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Please join us in the Fellowship Hall and help save a life! Reserve an appointment at redcrossblood.
org (sponsor code AFPC) or contact the church office. If you cannot give blood but would like to help 
check-in donors, please contact Joe Neighbors to volunteer (jbneighb@bellsouth.net). 



FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SESSION

Ryan Baer, Moderator      Kitty Donnan, Clerk of Session

	 Class of 2022	    Class of 2023	 Class of 2024
	 Karen Burg	    Sarah Bryan	 Shannon Brooks
	 Michelle Clendenen-Shaw	    Judy Burch	 Phyllis Crowell
	 Kitty Donnan	    Kent Burel	 Kemp Gaskill
	 Rob Haire	    Rod Canfield	 Denise Horton
	 Larry Jones	    Melinda DeMaria	 Paul Lee
	 Andy Jordan	    Jim Dove	 Sharon Logan
	 Jimbo LaBoon III	    Mark Hopkins	 Bruce Middendorf
	 Tom Landrum	    Matt Jones	 Randy Riner
	 Beverly Phares    	    Robyn McDonald	 Chuck Toney
	 Smith Wilson	    Keith Oelke	

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF

             Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor (ryan@firstpresathens.org)
             The Rev. Ron Gilreath, Acting Parish Associate (rjgilreath@att.net)
             Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist (jcoble@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Kim Ness, Director of Youth Ministries (kness@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministries (natalie@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Elaine Johnson, Director of Weekday School (elaine@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Lucy Bell Johnson, Office Administrator (lbell@firstpresathens.org)
             Mr. Paulo Santos, Communications Specialist (paulo@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Jennifer Sunderlin, Receptionist/Administrative Assistant (frontdesk@firstpresathens.org)
             Ms. Jennifer Adams, Church Accountant
             Mrs. Laura McHugh, Interim Accountant
             Mrs. Angie Townsend, Accounting Assistant (angie@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Marcy Fabris, Weekday School Administrative Assistant (wds@firstpresathens.org)
             Ms. Rita Raines, Nursery Coordinator
             Mrs. Charlotte Chromiak, Children’s Music Assistant (charlotteposs@gmail.com)
             Mrs. Madeline Van Dyck, Parish Nurse 










