First|Presbyterian Church/Athens

In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is
to create a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!

July 17, 2022
10:00 a.m.
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD

Welcome to all who are worshipping with us. As we enter a holy space this morning, please
silence your cell phone.

Greeting Psalm 118:24
This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!
Prelude For the Beauty of the Earth Wilbur Held

Words of Welcome and Concerns of the Church

Song of Gathering PUER NOBIS NASCITUR
Let every voice on earth resound,
and joyful hearts hold God adored;
in gladness may God’s courts abound
with songs of praise unto the Lord.

Call to Worship
The psalmist declares, I am like a green olive tree in the house of God.
I trust in the steadfast love of God forever and ever.
[ will thank you, God, forever, because of what you have done.
In the presence of the faithful let us proclaim God’s name,
for it is good.

*Hymn 473 For the Beauty of the Earth DIX
*Call to Confession

*Prayer of Confession
Merciful Savior, you stand beside us, yet we prefer to stand on
our own. You choose us, yet we choose worry. You attend to us,
yet we attend to our work. Forgive us, gentle Teacher. Call us
by name and visit us once more that we might find at your feet
our joy, our purpose, and our hope.

*Silent Prayer
Lord, have mercy. Amen.

*Assurance of Pardon

*Those who are able may stand.

Please sign and pass the
Fellowship Pad, making
note of new and old friends,
check in on Facebook, and

Sfollow us on Instagram

(firstpresathensga).

For the Beauty of the
Earth was originally a
communion hymn,
but it has been revised
many times, making
the text a hymn of
thanksgiving for a
wide range of human
experience. The tune
is customary in North
American, though not
elsewhere.
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At “The Peace,” worship-
ers are invited to greet each
other by saying, “The
peace of Christ be with
you,” and responding,
“And also with you.”

The anthem is an
arrangement of a
well-known hymn, an
English version of an
Irish monastic prayer
from the 10th century.
The tune is an Irish
folk melody.

O Master, Let Me Walk
with Thee was written
by one of America’s best
known Congregationalist
ministers who was an
advocate of the “social
gospel.” The heart of the
message is in the first two
lines. The original poem
was entitled “Walking
with God.”

Next to the Nicene
Creed, The Apostles’
Creed is the most
universally accepted
doctrinal statement in
Christendom. Although
not written by apostles,
it reflects the theological
formulations of the first
century church. Arising
from an carly baptismal
creed, it underwent
development, attaining
its present form in the
eighth century.

*Congregational Response Hymn 579
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen. Amen.

*The Peace
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

Prayer for Illumination

First Lesson Psalm 34:1-8, page 497
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Anthem Be Thou My Vision Alice Parker
Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;
nought be all else to me, save that thou art.
Thou my best thought by day or by night,
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.
Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word,
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord;
thou my great Father, I thy true son;
thou in me dwelling, and I with thee one.
Riches I heed not, nor vain empty praise,
thou mine inheritance, now and always;
thou and thou only, first in my heart,
High King of Heaven, my treasure thou art.
High King of Heaven, my victory won,
may I reach heavens joys, O bright heaven’s Sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
still be my vision, O Ruler of all.

Second Lesson Ephesians 4:25-5:2, page 1068
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Dr. Ryan Baer

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

*Hymn 357 O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee

* Affirmation of Faith
I believe in God the Father almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.

Sermon Making Peace

MARYTON
The Apostles” Creed

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead;

he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of
God the Father Almighty;

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church;
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, (cont.)



as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the

power and the glory, forever. Amen.
Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings
Offertory Be Thou My Vision

*Doxology

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;

praise him above, ye heavenly host;

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication

SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD
There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy

*Hymn 298

*Charge and Benediction

*Congregational Response
Together met, together bound
by all that God has done,
we’ll go with joy, to give the world
the love that makes us one.

Postlude Praeludium in G

You may mail your check,
set up an automatic payment
of your pledge through your
bank, or donate online
using this QR code or at
firstpresathens.org/

give. Thank you for your
Paul Manz

generosity
Hymn 592
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There’s a Wideness in
God’s Mercy reminds

us that the model for
our dealing with others
should be God’s gener-
osity rather than limited
human tolerance. The
tune is a Dutch folk
melody.

IN BABILONE

LAND OF REST

Texts and music for hymns and
sung responses reprinted under
OneLicense.net #4-714861

Dietrich Buxtehude

A special word of welcome to our guests: thank you for joining us for worship this morning.
Please fill out the Fellowship Pad so that we may be in touch. We are delighted you are here and

look forward to seeing you again.

Nurseries for children 4 years old and younger, available from 9:00 a.m. to 11:15 a.m., are
located next to the Children’s Ministry Suite and are accessible down the stairs in the Atrium

and through the glass door.

NOTES ON THE SERVICE

WORSHIP LEADERS

Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor

Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist
The Rev. Ron Gilreath, Liturgist

Lay Reader
Kent Burel

USHERS
Carl Bergmann, Carla Buss, Mary Peace

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN
Bryan Owens

FLOWERS

The Sanctuary flowers are given to the glory of
God and in memory of Elizabeth Nicholson
Porterfield, by Leslye Queen.

We have a rosebud in honor of the birth of Vivian
Eleanor Santos on June 27, 2022. Her parents are
Melissa and Paulo Santos.

SUNDAY MORNING MANAGER
Rebecca Carlton

TO AID IN WORSHIP

If you need to leave the sanctuary during the

service, a live video feed is available in the Atrium

and on Facebook and YouTube.

Available in the Narthex or from an usher:

* Personal hearing receivers usable
anywhere in the sanctuary

» Large-print hymnals, Bibles, bulletins,
and hymnsheets

* Sermons from the previous six weeks

CONGREGATIONAL CARE

Prayer requests can be submitted to the church
office, 706-543-4338, by the Prayer Request
link on our church website (firstpresathens.org)
or on the prayer cards in the Fellowship Pads.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

MATTHEW 25 BOOK STUDY
In between your light summer reading, the
Matthew 25 Commission invites you to dig a
little deeper into what it means to be a Matthew
25 church with our next book study

JULY: Nickel and Dimed, by Barbara Ehrenreich;
Discussion and lunch on July 31 11:00 a.m.-1:00
p.m. Please RSVP on FPC website or go to
bit.ly/3zzXUzj. For more information, contact
Kim Ness (kness@firstpresathens.org).

SUNDAY CONVERSATIONS:

FAITH AND FILM

In July, join Kent Burel in the Moses Waddel
Room after the morning worship service for
Sunday Conversations: Faith and Film.

- July 17: About Schmidt

- July 24: The Way

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR OUR
AUDIOVISUAL TEAM

We are recruiting members who would like to
help our audiovisual team on Sunday mornings
or with special services. If you are interested
to learn how to run our livestream and/or
soundboard, please contact Paulo Santos at

paulo@firstpresathens.org or call the church
oftice at 706-543-4338

STEPHEN MINISTRY

Summer should be a carefree, relaxing time. But
sometimes personal problems can get in the way
of that. If you know someone who is struggling
to enjoy the summer, First Presbyterian Stephen
Ministers can help! Contact one of our Stephen
Leaders for more information:

Ron Gilreath: rjgilreath@att.net, 770-335-9976
Lisa Oelke: lisakoelke@gmail.com, 706-540-4251

Associate Pastor Nominating Committee

The Nominations and Elections Committee is in the process of developing a slate of names to
recommend to the congregation for the formation of an Associate Pastor Nominating Commit-
tee. If there are persons whom you believe are well suited to serve in this way, please submit
their names to any member of the Nominations and Elections Committee or to the church office
at your earliest convenience. The members of the Nominations and Elections Committee are
Beverly Phares (chair), Keith Oclke (vice-chair), Kathy Bangle, Angela Hunt, and Richard Lane.
By virtue of his office as pastor, Dr. Baer serves the committee ex-officio and without vote.

Introductory Meeting for Grief Support Group
Today, July 17, 11:30 a.m

First Presbyterian Church is offering a Grief Support Group this summer for persons who have
experienced the death of a loved one. The death of those precious to us changes our lives forever. This
group is designed to provide emotional, spiritual, and practical support as the participants share their
unique experiences of loss. The Rev. Ron Gilreath and Mrs. Robyn McDonald will serve as facilitators
and follow the book Understanding Your Grief, by Alan D. Wolfelt. The group is open to all who are
interested. Please contact the church office at 706-543-4338 or frontdesk@firstpresathens.org to register.



THIS WEEK

Sunday, July 17
10:00 a.m.  Service, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
11:15a.m.  Sunday Conversations: Faith and Film - About Schmidt, Moses Waddel Room
11:30 a.m.  Introductory Meeting for Grief Support Group, Parlor
4:00 p.m.  Mission & Outreach Commission Meeting via Zoom

Tuesday, July 19
10:00 a.m.  Staff Meeting, Staff Conference Room
1:30 p.m.  Knitting Purls, Brides Room

Wednesday, July 20
9:00 a.m.  WDS Wonderful Wednesday, Weekday School

Sunday, July 24

10:00 a.m. Service, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching

11:00 a.m.  Week of Wonder Godly Play, Fellowship Hall

11:15 a.m. Sunday Conversations: Faith and Film - The Way, Moses Waddel Room

LOOKING AHEAD

July 25-28 - Week of Wonder
July 31 - Matthew 25 Summer Book Study: Nickel and Diined, by Barbara Ehrenreich

August 7 - Sunday Conversations: Suicide Prevention

Good Shepherd Summer Club
Mini Mission Project Update

THANK YOU, First Pres Family for your continued support of our Children’s Ministry Good
Shepherd Summer Club. We are excited to announce that thanks to you and your generous
donations, we have completed our Big Kid Backpack mini mission project! We raised $800 to
go towards the purchasing of 20 durable bookbags for our High School students who live in the
Bethel neighborhood. Thank you again church family!

The start of school may be right around the corner, but the summer is not over yet. We have one more
mini mission project. Next up is our Coloring Book Collection! Lay Park 1s hosting a Back to
School event for our Bethel Buddies and they have asked if we could help provide coloring books that
will be included in a Back to School surprise for the neighborhood children. Please pick up a coloring
book or two (for both girls and boys) and drop them oft in our Good Shepherd Summer donation
box next to the church receptionist’s front desk or in the atrium. Our Coloring Book Collection
will run from today Sunday, July 17 through Sunday, July 31. Thank you again for your support of
our First Pres Children as they continue to share God’s love around the neighborhood this summer.

- Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministry



FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SESSION
Ryan Baer, Moderator  Kitty Donnan, Clerk of Session

CrLass OF 2022 Curass oF 2023 CrLass oF 2024
Karen Burg Sarah Bryan Shannon Brooks
Michelle Clendenen-Shaw  Judy Burch Phyllis Crowell
Kitty Donnan Kent Burel Kemp Gaskill
Rob Haire Rod Canfield Denise Horton
Larry Jones Melinda DeMaria Paul Lee

Andy Jordan Jim Dove Sharon Logan
Jimbo LaBoon III Mark Hopkins Bruce Middendorf
Tom Landrum Matt Jones Randy Riner
Beverly Phares Robyn McDonald Chuck Toney
Smith Wilson Keith Oclke

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF

Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor (ryan@firstpresathens.org)

The Rev. Ron Gilreath, Acting Parish Associate (rjgilreath@att. net)

Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist (jcoble@firstpresathens.org)

Mrs. Kim Ness, Director of Youth Ministries (kness@firstpresathens.org)

Mrs. Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministries (natalie@firstpresathens.org)
Mrs. Elaine Johnson, Director of Weekday School (elaine@firstpresathens.org)
Mrs. Lucy Bell Johnson, Office Administrator (lbell@firstpresathens. org)

Mr. Paulo Santos, Communications Specialist (paulo@firstpresathens.org)

Mrs. Jennifer Sunderlin, Receptionist/Administrative Assistant (frontdesk@firstpresathens. org)
Ms. Jennifer Adams, Church Accountant

Mrs. Laura McHugh, Interim Accountant

Mrs. Angie Townsend, Accounting Assistant (angie@firstpresathens.org)

Mrs. Marcy Fabris, Weekday School Administrative Assistant (wds@furstpresathens. org)
Ms. Rita Raines, Nursery Coordinator

Mrs. Charlotte Chromiak, Children’s Music Assistant (charlotteposs@gmail.com)
Mrs. Madeline Van Dyck, Parish Nurse




For the Beauty of the Earth
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BES, = e Dl et Conrad Kocher, 1838
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1. For the beau-ty of the earth, For the glo - ry of the skies,
2. For the won-der of eachhour Of the day and of the night,
3. For the joy of ear and eye, For the heartand mind’sde -light,
4, "For the joy of hu -man love, Broth-er, sis - fer, par - ent, child,
] 54" I o]
Jee T P | s
= 1  T— TI i i | ]
| T T T R E
() 4 | | ; i
s —+— ] ¥ i = % I I
| -
For the love which from our birth O - ver and a - round 1us lies,
Hill and wvale, and tree andflower, Sun and moon, and stars of light,
For the mys - fic  har-mo - ny Link-ing sense to sound and sight,
Friends on earth,and friendsa - bove, For all gen - tle thoughtsand mild,
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Lord of all, to Thee  weraise  This our hymn of grate-ful praise.
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5. For Thy church that evermore
Lifteth holy hands above,
Offering up on every shore

T

Her pure sacrifice o

f love,

Lord of all, to Thee we raise
This our hymn of grateful praise.



O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee

Washington Gladden, 1879
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357

Henry Percy Smith, 1874
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1. O Mas - ter, let me  walk with Thee In low - ly
2. Help me the slow of heart to move By some clear,
3. Teach me Thy pa - tience; still with  Thee In  clos - er,
4. In  hope that sends a shin - ing ray Far down the
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paths of ser - vice free; Tell me Thy se - cret;
win - ning word of love; Teach me the way - ward
dear - er com - pa - 1y, In  work that keeps faith
fu - ture’s broad - ening way; In  peace that on - ly
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help me bear  The strain of  foil, the fret of care.
feet to stay, And guide them in  the home - ward way.
sweet and  strong, In trust that tri - umphs o - ver wrong.
Thou canst give, With Thee, O Mas - ter, let me live.
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298  There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy

IN BABILONE 8787D
Dutch melody

Frederick William Faber, 1854; alt. Arr. Julius Rontgen {1855-1933)
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1. There’sa wide-ness in God'smer-cy, Like the wide-ness of the sea;
2. For the love of Godis - broad-er Than the mea-sures of the mind;
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There’sa  kind-ness in God’sjus-tice, Which is  more than 1ib - er - ty.
And  the heart of the E - ter-nal Is most won-der - ful - ly kind.
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There is no place where earth’s sor-rows Are more feltthan up in  heaven;
It our love were but more faith-ful, We would glad-ly trust God’s Word,
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There is  no place where earth’sfail-ings Have such kind-1ly judg - ment given.

And our livesre - flect thanksgiv-ing For the good-ness of our Lord.
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