First|Presbyterian ChurchsAthens

In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is
to create a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!

July 3, 2022
10:00 a.m.
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD

Welcome to all who are worshipping with us. As we enter a holy space this morning, please
silence your cell phone.

Greeting Psalm 118:24
This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!

Prelude Land of Rest Wilbur Held
Words of Welcome and Concerns of the Church

Song of Gathering HOLY MANNA
All who hunger, gather gladly; holy manna is our bread.
Come from wilderness and wandering.

Here, in truth, we will be fed.

You that yearn for days of fullness, all around us is our food.
Taste and see the grace eternal.

Taste and see that God is good.

Call to Worship
Why do we come to worship God?
We come seeking a blessing from our Lord.
What is this blessing that we seek?
We seek an encounter with our God, who washes us in mercy,
calls us to service, and fills us with love.
Let us worship God together.

*Hymn 262 God of the Ages, Whose Almighty Hand
NATIONAL HYMN

*Call to Confession

*Prayer of Confession

You are love, O God, and you have loved us from the beginning.
Forgive us when we do not share your love with the world: when
we choose selfishness over compassion; what feels comfortable

rather than what is right; when we strive for success instead of
faithfulness; when we value independence over community.

Forgive us, O God, of the ways we fall short. Free us to try again,
and let your love lead the way.

*Silent Prayer
Lord, have mercy. Amen.

*Those who are able may stand.

Please sign and pass the
Fellowship Pad, making
note of new and old friends,
check in on Facebook, and
Sfollow us on Instagram
(firstpresathensga).

God of the Ages, Whose
Almighty Hand was
written for 19th-
century centennial
celebrations: the words
by the Declaration of
Independence and the
music for the adoption
of the U.S. Consti-
tution. Despite these
origins, no specific
nation is mentioned in
this hymn of praise and
prayer for peace.



At “The Peace,” worship-
ers are invited to greet each
other by saying, “The
peace of Christ be with
you,” and responding,
“And also with you.”

Let Us Break Bread
Together, an African
American spiritual,
quite possibly reflects
the circumstances

of slaves attending
morning communion
services in colonial
Anglican churches, but
its combination of hope
(“rising sun”) and sup-
plication (“Lord, have
mercy”’) speaks to many
worshipers’ experience.

You may mail your check,
set up an automatic payment
of your pledge through your
bank, or donate online
using this QR code or at
firstpresathens.org/

give. Thank you for your
generosity.

*Assurance of Pardon

*Congregational Response Hymn 579
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen. Amen.

*The Peace
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

Prayer for Illumination

First Lesson Galatians 5:13-15, page 1064
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Second Lesson Leviticus 25:8-12, page 112
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Sermon Repairing the Crack in the Liberty Bell Dr. Bruce Lancaster

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

*Hymn 513  Let Us Break Bread Together

*Affirmation of Faith
I believe in God the Father almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.

LET US BREAK BREAD
The Apostles’ Creed

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead;

he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of
God the Father Almighty;

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church;
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings

I Vow to Thee, My Country Gustav Holst

arr. James Kirkby
[ vow to thee, my country, all earthly things above,

entire and whole and perfect, the service of my love;

the love that asks no question, the love that stands the test,

that lays upon the altar the dearest and the best;

the love that never falters, the love that pays the price,

the love that makes undaunted the final sacrifice.

And there’s another country, I've heard of long ago,

most dear to them that love her, most great to them that know;

we may not count her armies, we may not see her king;

her fortress is a faithful heart, her pride is suftering;

and soul by soul and silently her shining bounds increase,

and her ways are ways of gentleness, and all her paths are peace.

Offertory



*Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication
Sacrament of Holy Communion
Invitation to the Lord’s Table

The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise...

Hymn 592

The musical setting of
the communion liturgy
is based on the Ameri-
can folk hymn LAND
OF REST, arranged
by American composer

Sanctus Richard Proulx.
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The Great Amen

The text O Beautiful for
Spacious Skies was in-
spired by the vista from
Pike’s Peak and a visit

to Chicago’s Columbi-
an World Exposition.
The tune, Materna, was
composed for the text O
Mother, Dear Jerusalem.
They were joined in
1912.

Texts and music for hymns and
sung responses reprinted under
OneLicense.net #4-714861
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The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,

as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread and Giving of the Cup
Communion of the People

Prayer after Communion

SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD

*Hymn 564 O Beautiful for Spacious Skies MATERNA

*Charge and Benediction

*Congregational Response LAND OF REST
Together met, together bound, we’ll go our different ways,
and as his people in the world,
we’ll live and speak his praise.

Postlude The Rejoicing

(from Fireworks Music)

George Frideric Handel

A special word of welcome to our guests: thank you for joining us for worship this morning.
Please fill out the Fellowship Pad so that we may be in touch. We are delighted you are here and
look forward to seeing you again.

Nurseries for children 4 years old and younger, available from 9:00 a.m. to 12:15 a.m., are
located next to the Children’s Ministry Suite and are accessible down the stairs in the Atrium
and through the glass door.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SESSION

Ryan Baer, Moderator ~ Kitty Donnan, Clerk of Session
CrLass OF 2022 Curass oF 2023 CrLass oF 2024
Karen Burg Sarah Bryan Shannon Brooks
Michelle Clendenen-Shaw  Judy Burch Phyllis Crowell
Kitty Donnan Kent Burel Kemp Gaskill
Rob Haire Rod Canfield Denise Horton
Larry Jones Melinda DeMaria Paul Lee
Andy Jordan Jim Dove Sharon Logan
Jimbo LaBoon Mark Hopkins Bruce Middendorf




NOTES ON THE SERVICE

WORSHIP LEADERS

Dr. Bruce Lancaster, Guest Pastor

Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist
The Rev. Ron Gilreath, Liturgist

Lay Reader
Dan Nadenicek

USHERS
Jimbo LaBoon III, Jim Dove, John Simpson

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN
Bryan Owens

FLOWERS

The Sanctuary flowers are given to the glory of
God and in memory of Joe and Kathleen Wilfong
by their children.

TO AID IN WORSHIP

If you need to leave the sanctuary during

the service, a live video feed is available in the

Atrium, on Facebook, and YouTube.

Available in the Narthex or from an usher:

* Personal hearing receivers usable
anywhere in the sanctuary

* Large-print hymnals, Bibles, bulletins,
and hymnsheets

* Sermons from the previous six weeks

CONGREGATIONAL CARE

Prayer requests can be submitted to the church
office, 706-543-4338, by the Prayer Request
link on our church website (firstpresathens.org)
or on the prayer cards in the Fellowship Pads.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

INTERESTED IN MEMBERSHIP?

Join us for “First Things,” an informative
class about First Presbyterian Church, 11:30
a.m. — 3:00 p.m., Sunday, July 10, 2022.
Please call the church office (706-543-4338)
or e-mail Lucy Bell Johnson at Ibell@firstpre-
sathens.org by Wednesday, July 6, to make a
reservation. Lunch will be provided. Child care
available upon request. .

SUNDAY CONVERSATIONS:

FAITH AND FILM

In July, join Kent Burel in the Moses Waddel
Room after the morning worship service for
Sunday Conversations: Faith and Film.

- July 10: The Wizard of Oz

- July 17: About Schmidt

- July 24: The Way

FOOD SUNDAY, JULY 10

You may bring donations of fruit juice (whole
bottle or individual), hamburger helper,
muffin mixes, pasta-roni (flavored pastas)
to church Sunday, July 10 (Emergency Food
Bank will be closed for the July 4 holiday). You
may also bring food to the church office until
Friday, July 8. Thanks for your donations in
June - our neighbors in need are grateful!

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR OUR
AUDIOVISUAL TEAM

We are recruiting members who would like to
help our audiovisual team on Sunday mornings
or with special services. If you are interested
to learn how to run our livestream and/or
soundboard, please contact Paulo Santos at
paulo@firstpresathens.org or call the church
office at 706-543-4338.

Ms. Jennifer Adams, Accountant

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF

Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor (ryan@firstpresathens.org)

The Rev. Ron Gilreath, Acting Parish Associate (rjgilreath@att. net)

Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist (jcoble@firstpresathens.org)

Mrs. Kim Ness, Director of Youth Ministries (kness@firstpresathens.org)

Mrs. Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministries (natalie@firstpresathens.org)

Mrs. Elaine Johnson, Director of Weekday School (elaine@firstpresathens. org)

Mrs. Lucy Bell Johnson, Office Administrator (lbell @firstpresathens.org)

Mr. Paulo Santos, Communications Specialist (paulo@firstpresathens. org)

Mrs. Jennifer Sunderlin, Receptionist/Administrative Assistant (frontdesk@firstpresathens.org)

Mrs. Angie Townsend, Accounting Assistant (angie@firstpresathens.org)




THIS WEEK

Sunday, July 3 - Communion Sunday
10:00 a.m. Service, Dr. Bruce Lancaster preaching

Monday, July 4 - Church Office Closed

Tuesday, July 5
1:30 p.m.  Knitting Purls, Brides Room

Wednesday, July 6
2:00 p.m.  Ladies Bridge Group, Room 301

Sunday, July 10 - Food Sunday

10:00 a.m. Service, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching

11:15a.m.  Sunday Conversations: Faith and Film - The Wizard of Oz, Moses Waddel Room
11:30 a.m.  First Things for Newcomers, Staff Conference Room

Good Shepherd Summer Club
July 2022 Mini Mission Project

Clarke County Schools will be providing most of the school supplies this upcoming school year, but
bookbags will be an extra expense for families. Our goal is to raise enough money to purchase 20

bookbags for our Middle School and High School neighbors who live in the Bethel Neighborhood.

Please consider making a monetary donation that is comfortable for you to help us out with the
purchasing of 20 bookbags. You can get a solid, large bookbag for around $30. Please mail or bring
a check to the church office, or make an online donation at firstpresathens.org/give (select “General
Fund” under “Select a Fund,” and in the optional memo be sure to type “bookbags”). Please bring
or mail in donations by Sunday, July 10.

Thank you for supporting our First Pres Kiddos and helping our Good Shepherd Summer Club
continue to share God’s love with our neighbors this summer!

Matthew 25 Summer Book Study

In between your light summer reading, the Matthew 25 Commission invites you to dig a little
deeper into what it means to be a Matthew 25 church with our next book study:

JULY: Nickel and Dimed, by Barbara Ehrenreich; Discussion and lunch on July 31 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
Please RSVP on FPC website or go to bit.ly/3zzXUzj. For more information, contact Kim Ness
(kness@firstpresathens.org).

Associate Pastor Nominating Committee

The Nominations and Elections Committee is in the process of developing a slate of names to
recommend to the congregation for the formation of an Associate Pastor Nominating Commit-
tee. If there are persons whom you believe are well suited to serve in this way, please submit
their names to any member of the Nominations and Elections Committee or to the church office
at your earliest convenience. The members of the Nominations and Elections Committee are
Beverly Phares (chair), Keith Oelke (vice-chair), Kathy Bangle, Angela Hunt, and Richard Lane.
By virtue of his office as pastor, Dr. Baer serves the committee ex-officio and without vote.



GOD

262 God of the Ages, Whose Almighty Hand

NATIONAL HYMN  10.10.10.10

Daniel Crane Roberts, 1876, ait. George William Warren, 1892
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Trumpets may 1. God of the a - ges, whose al-might-y hand
be played 2. Thy love di-vine hath led us in the past;

with each stanza 3. Fromwar’s a-larms, from dead-ly pes - ti - lence,
4. Re - fresh Thy peo - ple on their toil-some way,

- e e 2
é}: Lbi = - e ;: Eh P 'b P e e ‘i
o P b_P_P A3
3 I
f1 — | N M ) 3
AL ] L —— 4 @ ‘ ' '
orrg——g—¢g e—te oo 1§12
Y e i T
Leads forth in beau - ty all the star -ry  band
In this free land by Thee our lot is cast;
Be Thy strong arm our ev - er sure de - fense;
Lead us from night to nev - er - end-ing  day;
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Of shin - ing worlds in  splen-dor through the  skies,

Be Thou our rul - er, guard-ian, guide, and stay;
Thy true re - li - gion in our hearts in - crease;
il all  our lives with love and grace di - viie,
. J J Rh é ,J J [9";.‘ . - .
s (o [ 17 ] » . ¥ 7]
z =l 1 4 { F T 1 ] [] Y
a—_a. bo 1 ! :

SN

51
:_\

A
=
-l

~»

Gy

" |
i
wll

Our  grate - ful songs be - fore Thy throne a - rise.
Thy word our law, Thy paths our cho - sen way.
Thy boun - teous good - ness nour -ish us in peace.
And glo - ry, laud, and praise be ev - er Thine.
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LORD’S SUPPER

513

Let Us Break Bread Together

LET US BREAX BREAD

African-American spiritual

!

10,10 with refrain

African-American spiritual

Arr. Melva Wilson Costen, 1988
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1. Let us break bread to - geth-er on our knees; (on our knees;)
2. Let us drink wine  to - geth-er on our knees; (on our knees;)
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Let us break bread to - geth-er on our knees. (on our knees.)
Let us drink wine to - geth-er on our knees. (on our knees.)
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When I fall on my knees, With my face to the ris - ing sun,
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Music:  Arrangement © 1990 Melva Wilson Costen. All righis reserved. Used by permission.




praise God
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O Beautiful for Spacious Skies 338
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1 O beau-ti-ful for spa-cious skies, for am-ber waves of grain,
2 O beau-ti-ful for he - roes proved in lib-er - at - ing strife,
30D

eau-ti-ful for pa - triot dream that sees be - yond the years
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who more than self their coun-try loved, and mer - cy more than life!
thine al - a-bas-ter cit - ies gleam, un-dimmed by hu - man tears!
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A-mer - i-cal A-mer - i-cal God shed his grace.on thee,
A -mer - i-cal A - mer - i-cal God mend thine ev-ery flaw;
A -mer - i-cal A-mer - i-cal May God thy gold re - fine
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and crown thy good with *broth-er-hood from sea to shin-ing seal
con- firm thy soul in  self-con-trol, thy lib-er-ty in law!
till  all suc-cess be  no-ble-ness and ev-ery gain di - vine!
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*Or “servanthood” r

This text {inspired by the vista from Pike's Peak and by a visit to Chicago’s Columbian Wozld Exposition)
and tune (named MATERNA because it was composed for “O Mother, Dear Jerusalem”) were joined in 1912.
The combination proved immensely popular during World War I and afterwards.
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TEXT: Katharine Lee Bates, 1893, alt. ] MATERNA
MUSIC: Samuel Augustus Ward, 1882 CMD



