
June 12, 2022
10:00 a.m.

Trinity Sunday

Please sign and pass the 
Fellowship Pad, making 
note of new and old friends, 
check in on Facebook, and 
follow us on Instagram 
(firstpresathensga).

Much of the imagery 
of Holy, Holy, Holy! 
Lord God Almighty 
comes from Reve-
lation 4: 2-11. The 
author was an Anglican 
bishop. The tune, 
written specifically for 
this text, reinforces the 
Trinitarian theme by 
strong dependence on 
the D-major triad.

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD

Welcome to all who are worshipping with us. As we enter a holy space this morning, please 
silence your cell phone.

  Greeting 		                                                       Psalm 118:24
	 This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!

  Prelude                                       Nicea                                        Piet Post

  Words of Welcome and Concerns of the Church

  Song of Gathering                                                                              DIX

	 Make a joyful noise to God! All creation sings your praise! 
	 Great your wonders here displayed, unexcelled throughout our days.
	 Glorious is your sacred name, ages old, yet still the same.

  Call to Worship                                                                     
	 God’s goodness is breaking into the world.
	 We do not expect the Spirit’s movement.
	 God gathers in those we judged to be outsiders.
	 We witness this in-breaking as healing, wholeness, restoration, 	
	 and peace.

*Hymn 138           Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty!               NICEA

*Call to Confession

*Prayer of Confession
	 Holy God, one God in three persons, mutual and whole, we 	
	 confess our relationships are not that way. We have been too 	
	 selfish; or we have given too much; or we have accepted too little.
 	 Our sin drives us away from one another and from you. Forgive 
	 us and restore us. Draw us close that we may know life in all of 	
	 its fullness.

*Silent Prayer
	 Lord, have mercy. Amen.

*Assurance of Pardon

In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is 
to create a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 

rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!

*Those who are able may stand.



*Congregational Response                                        Hymn 579
	 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
	 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
	 world without end. Amen. Amen.

*The Peace
	 Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 
	 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
	 And also with you.

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

  Prayer for Illumination         

  First Lesson                  Psalm 85:8-13, page 532
	 This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

  Anthem                 Christ is Made the Sure Foundation            Rachel Aarons
	 Christ is made the sure foundation, Christ the head and cornerstone, 
	 chosen of the Lord, and precious, binding all the church in one; 
	 holy Zion’s help forever, and her confidence alone. 
	 All that dedicated city, dearly loved of God on high, 
	 in exultant jubilation pours perpetual melody; 
	 God the One in Three adoring in glad hymns eternally. 
	 To this temple, where we call thee, come, O Lord of hosts, today; 
	 with thy wonted lovingkindness hear thy servants as they pray, 
	 and thy fullest benediction shed within its walls alway. 
	 Here vouchsafe to all thy servants what they ask of thee to gain; 
	 what they gain from thee, forever with the blessed to retain, 
	 and hereafter in thy glory evermore with thee to reign. 

  Second Lesson            Ephesians 1:3-14, page 1066
	 This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

  Sermon                         No Longer Strangers                     Dr. Ryan Baer

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

*Hymn 435                    We All Are One in Mission         
                                                                 ES FLOG EIN KLIENS WALDVÖGELEIN

*Affirmation of Faith                                                    The Apostles’ Creed
	 I believe in God the Father almighty,
	 Maker of heaven and earth.
	 And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
	 who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
	 born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
	 was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
	 the third day he rose again from the dead;
	 he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of 	
	 God the Father Almighty; 
	 from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
	 I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church;
	 the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
	 the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

  Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer                    
	 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
	 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
	 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, 
	 as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 	
	 but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 	
	 power and the glory, forever. Amen.
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At “The Peace,” worship-
ers are invited to greet each 
other by saying, “The 
peace of Christ be with 
you,” and responding, 
“And also with you.”

The anthem is an 
arrangement of a hymn 
with an ancient text 
often used at church 
dedications. The tune 
was composed by 
Henry Purcell and is 
named for Westminster 
Abbey, the place where 
he served as organist 
and is buried. This 
anthem arrangement is 
by contemporary com-
poser Rachel Aarons.

A Lutheran pastor wrote 
We All Are One in Mis-
sion. The theme of the 
text is made strong by 
recognizing that shared 
purposes do not require 
the denial of diversity 
but are enriched by it.

Next to the Nicene 
Creed, The Apostles’ 
Creed is the most 
universally accepted 
doctrinal statement in 
Christendom. Although 
not written by apostles, 
it reflects the theological 
formulations of the first 
century church. Arising 
from an early baptismal 
creed, it underwent 
development, attaining 
its present form in the 
eighth century.

.



You may mail your check, 
set up an automatic payment 
of your pledge through your 
bank, or donate online 
using this QR code or at 
firstpresathens.org/
give. Thank you for your 
generosity.

Texts and music for hymns and 
sung responses reprinted under 
OneLicense.net #A-714861
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  Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings

  Offertory                                      Nicea	                       Calvin Hampton

	 *Doxology                                                                         Hymn 592
		  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
		  praise him, all creatures here below; 
		  praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
		  praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
 

	 *Prayer of Dedication

SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD

*Hymn 442                   The Church’s One Foundation                                  AURELIA

*Charge and Benediction
 

*Congregational Response                                                     Hymn 535
	 Go with us, Lord, and guide the way 
	 through this and every coming day,
	 that in your Spirit strong and true 
	 our lives may be our gift to you.
 

  Postlude                                         Toccata in F                Dietrich Buxtehude

A special word of welcome to our guests: thank you for joining us for worship this morning. 
Please fill out the Fellowship Pad so that we may be in touch. We are delighted you are here and 
look forward to seeing you again.

Nurseries for children 4 years old and younger, available from 9:00 a.m. to 12:15 a.m., are 
located next to the Children’s Ministry Suite and are accessible down the stairs in the Atrium 
and through the glass door.

WORSHIP LEADERS
Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor
Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist
The Rev. Ron Gilreath, Liturgist

Lay Reader
11:00 a.m. Karen Phillips

USHERS
10:00 a.m. Randy Dudley, Jimbo LaBoon III, 
John Simpson

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN
Bryan Owens

SUNDAY MORNING MANAGER
Rebecca Carlton

FLOWERS
The Sanctuary flowers are given to the glory of God.

TO AID IN WORSHIP
If you need to leave the sanctuary during the 
service, a live video feed is available in the Atrium 
and at 11:00 a.m. is on Facebook and YouTube.
Available in the Narthex or from an usher:
• Personal hearing receivers usable
   anywhere in the sanctuary
• Large-print hymnals, Bibles, bulletins, 
   and hymnsheets
• Sermons from the previous six weeks

CONGREGATIONAL CARE
Prayer requests can be submitted to the church 
office, 706-543-4338, by the Prayer Request 
link on our church website (firstpresathens.org) 
or on the prayer cards in the Fellowship Pads.

NOTES ON THE SERVICE
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Pentecost Offering
Psalm 71 testifies that a foundation of faith established during childhood helps ensure lifelong 
faith and service. By donating to the Pentecost Offering, you are nurturing the faith of those 
who are the church to come — children, youth, and young adults.

This year, your Mission and Outreach Commission has selected the the Athens Nurses Clinic to 
receive a portion of Pentecost offering (40%). The Athens Nurses Clinic serves the Athens Home-
less and indigent community with Medical and Dental care. Prior to Covid pandemic, the Nurses 
Clinic had nearly 4,000 patients and over 12,000 patient encounters. They provide a valuable service 
to the ‘least of these’ as our society views them. The remaining 60% is used to support children at 
risk, youth and young adults through ministries of the Presbyterian Mission Agency.

Please mail your check to the church office. Or you may go to our website firstpresathens.org/give, 
then select “Pentecost Offer” under “Select a Fund.” Thank you for your generosity!

Matthew 25 Summer Book Study
In between your light summer reading, the Matthew 25 Commission invites you to dig a little 
deeper into what it means to be a Matthew 25 church with two book studies: 
JUNE: I’m Still Here, Black Dignity in a World Made for Whiteness, by Austin Channing Brown
Discussion and lunch on June 26 - 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
JULY: Nick and Dimed, by Barbara Ehrenreich; Discussion and lunch on July 31 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
For more information, contact Kim Ness (kness@firstpresathens.org).

Sunday Conversations with Dr. Baer

During the first three Sundays in June, all are invited to join Dr. Baer in the Moses Waddel Room 
following the morning worship service for Sunday Conversations from 11:15-12 noon. This is an 
opportunity to connect with others, dig deeper on the themes of the morning worship service, 
and to talk about matters of faith and life. Sunday, June 12, Dr. Baer will lead a discussion titled 
“The Stories We Tell: Matthew 25 and Dismantling Racism.”

WOMEN’S RETREAT
We still have openings! Treat yourself (or a loved 
one) to a weekend of spiritual nourishment and 
the beauty of the NC mountains August 12-14 at 
the Montreat Women’s Connection Conference. 
Register for the conference at Montreat.org. 
Signup for the workshops just began, so hurry!  
Register for housing at the Georgia Lodge 
with our group at firstpresathens.org. Contact 
Carol McKay (carol_mckay@att.net) or Nancy 
Hernandez (nfergie2@gmail.com) with questions.

STEPHEN MINISTRY
Know someone who has suffered a loss or is going 
through a difficult time? Here’s a great way you can 
help them – tell them about our Stephen Ministry! 
Contact:
Ron Gilreath: rjgilreath@att.net, 770-335-9976
Lisa Oelke: lisakoelke@gmail.com, 706-540-4251



THIS WEEK

Sunday, June 12 - Trinity Sunday
10:00 a.m. Service, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
10:00 a.m.	 Godly Play, Children’s Ministry Suite
11:00 a.m.	 Good Shepherd Summer Club, Children’s Ministry Suite
11:15 a.m.	 Conversations with Dr. Baer: The Stories We Tell: Matthew 25 and Dismantling Racism,
		  Moses Waddel Room
  2:00 p.m.	 Nominations and Elections Committee Meeting, Moses Waddel Room

Tuesday, June 14
  7:00 a.m.	 Our Daily Bread Breakfast, First Baptist Church
10:00 a.m.	 Staff Meeting, Staff Conference Room
  1:30 p.m.	 Knitting Purls, Brides Room

Wednesday, June 15
  2:00 p.m.	 FPC Bridge Group, Room 301

Thursday, June 16
  5:30 p.m.	 Session Worship, Sanctuary
  6:00 p.m.	 Session Meeting, Moses Waddel Room

Sunday, June 19
10:00 a.m. Service, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
11:15 a.m.	 Conversations with Dr. Baer, Moses Waddel Room
  1:00 p.m.	 Youth leave for Charlotte Mission Trip

Ride Share
For several years now our church has supported a program called Ride Share. In a large congregation 
such as ours, there will be people from time to time who need transportation to get to Sunday School, 
Sunday services, Wednesday Supper, Week Day Bible Study, and even a doctor’s appointment 
occasionally. If you are able to provide transportation from time to time for a parishioner, please call 
Madeline Van Dyck at madelinevandyck@gmail.com or 706-714-7600 or contact the church office 
at frontdesk@firstpresathens.org or 706-543-4338.

Good Shepherd Summer Club
May 2022 Mini Mission Project

Summertime is here which means it’s time to gather our First Pres Children’s Ministry Good Shepherd 
Summer Club and begin our important mini mission work! We have many wonderful mini mission 
projects planned for this summer and first up is our $10 Chick-fil-A Gift Card Collection!

We would like to help start the summer in a fun way for our next door neighbors, the children of 
Bethel Neighborhood. These sweet children absolutely loved receiving their very own Chick-fil-A 
gift cards last summer so we definitely want to repeat this mini mission project again this summer.

Please pick up a $10 Chick-fil-A Gift Card and drop it by the church. You may also make a 
monetary donation to the church and we will purchase the cards for you. Please mail your check 
to the church office, or go to our website firstpresathens.org/give (please select “General Fund” 
under “Select a Fund,” and in the optional memo write “Chick-fil-A gift cards”). Please bring 
or mail in donations by Sunday, June 12.

Thank you for supporting our First Pres kiddos and helping our Good Shepherd Summer Club 
share God’s love with others this summer!









FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SESSION

Ryan Baer, Moderator      Kitty Donnan, Clerk of Session
Carol Strickland, Associate Pastor

	 Class of 2022	    Class of 2023	 Class of 2024
	 Karen Burg	    Sarah Bryan	 Shannon Brooks
	 Michelle Clendenen-Shaw	    Judy Burch	 Phyllis Crowell
	 Kitty Donnan	    Kent Burel	 Kemp Gaskill
	 Rob Haire	    Rod Canfield	 Denise Horton
	 Larry Jones	    Melinda DeMaria	 Paul Lee
	 Andy Jordan	    Jim Dove	 Sharon Logan
	 Jimbo LaBoon III	    Mark Hopkins	 Bruce Middendorf
	 Tom Landrum	    Matt Jones	 Randy Riner
	 Beverly Phares    	    Robyn McDonald	 Chuck Toney
	 Smith Wilson	    Keith Oelke	

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF

             Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor (ryan@firstpresathens.org)
             The Rev. Ron Gilreath, Acting Parish Associate (rjgilreath@att.net)
             Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist (jcoble@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Kim Ness, Director of Youth Ministries (kness@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministries (natalie@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Elaine Johnson, Director of Weekday School (elaine@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Lucy Bell Johnson, Office Administrator (lbell@firstpresathens.org)
             Mr. Paulo Santos, Communications Specialist (paulo@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Jennifer Sunderlin, Receptionist/Administrative Assistant (frontdesk@firstpresathens.org)
             Ms. Jennifer Adams, Church Accountant
             Mrs. Laura McHugh, Interim Accountant
             Mrs. Angie Townsend, Accounting Assistant (angie@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Marcy Fabris, Weekday School Administrative Assistant (wds@firstpresathens.org)
             Ms. Rita Raines, Nursery Coordinator
             Mrs. Charlotte Chromiak, Children’s Music Assistant (charlotteposs@gmail.com)
             Mrs. Madeline Van Dyck, Parish Nurse 


