
June 5, 2022
10:00 a.m.
Pentecost

Please sign and pass the 
Fellowship Pad, making 
note of new and old friends, 
check in on Facebook, and 
follow us on Instagram 
(firstpresathensga).

The narrative and 
interpretive text of On 
Pentecost They Gathered 
was written to fill what 
the author perceived 
as an unfortunate gap 
in available hymns 
concerning the Holy 
Spirit in general and 
Pentecost in particular.
The setting of a 
17th-century German 
tune is from Mendels-
sohn’s oratorio Elijah.

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD

Welcome to all who are worshipping with us. As we enter a holy space this morning, please 
silence your cell phone.

  Greeting 		                                                       Psalm 118:24
	 This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!

  Prelude                 Come, Holy Ghost, Our Souls Inspire      Wilbur Held

  Words of Welcome and Concerns of the Church

  Moment for Mission       Pentecost Offering                      Robbie Bryan

  Choir Introit                     The Lone Wild Bird      American Folk Melody
	 The lone, wild bird in lofty flight is still with thee, nor leaves thy sight.
	 And I am thine! I rest in thee. Great Spirit, come, and rest in me. 
	 The ends of earth are in thy hand, the sea’s dark deep and far-off land.
	 And I am Thine! I rest in thee. Great Spirit, come, and rest in me.

  Call to Worship                                                                     
	 Wild and free, creative and refreshing, God’s Spirit blows through 	
	 this place. Come, Holy Spirit!
	 Gentle and mysterious, patient and caring, God’s Spirit moves in 	
	 our hearts. Come, Holy Spirit!
	 Breaking barriers and making connections, healing divisions and 	
	 making us one, God’s Spirit flows between us. Come, Holy Spirit!

*Hymn 128                 On Pentecost They Gathered                        MUNICH

*Call to Confession

*Prayer of Confession
	 God of fire and wind, holy and powerful, mighty and mysterious,
	 we are drawn by your Spirit to this place. As we gather and behold
 	 your glory, we become aware of our sin. We have ignored your 	
	 word. We have rejected your gifts. We have failed in your work. 
	 Ignoring the truth of Pentecost, we exclude those different from
 	 us. We divide our loyalties, and we divide our hearts. Let your 	
	 Spirit burn away our sins and fill us with faith and courage, so 	
	 that we might live into the promise of this day and receive the 	
	 fullness of all that you have prepared for us in Jesus Christ.

*Silent Prayer
	 Lord, have mercy. Amen.

In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is 
to create a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 

rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!

*Those who are able may stand.



*Assurance of Pardon

*Congregational Response                                                       Hymn 579
	 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
	 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
	 world without end. Amen. Amen.

*The Peace
	 Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 
	 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
	 And also with you.

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

  Prayer for Illumination         

  First Lesson                 John 14:16-17, page 985
	 This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

  Second Lesson            Ephesians 1:3-14, page 1066
	 This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

  Sermon                               No Longer Strangers                         Dr. Ryan Baer

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

*Hymn 313                 Come Down, O Love Divine         DOWN AMPNEY

*Affirmation of Faith                                                 Philippians 2:5-11
	 Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, 
	 did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited,
	 but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, 
	 being born in human likeness. 
	 And being found in human form, he humbled himself 
	 and became obedient to the point of death – 
	 even death on a cross. 
	 Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name
	 that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus 
	 every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and 
	 under the earth, and every tongue should confess 
	 that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

  Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings

  Offertory                 Gracious Spirit, Dwell with Me             K. Lee Scott
	 Gracious Spirit, dwell with me, I could gracious be; 
	 help me now thy grace to see, I would be like thee; 
	 and, with words that help and heal, thy life would mine reveal; 
	 and, with actions bold and meek, for Christ, my Savior, speak. 
	 Truthful Spirit, dwell with me, I would truthful be; 
	 help me now they try to see, I would be like thee; 
	 and, with wisdom kind and clear, thy life in mine appear; 
	 and, with actions brotherly, speak Christ’s sincerity. 
	 Holy Spirit, dwell with me, I would holy be; 
	 show thy mercy tenderly, make me more like thee; 
	 separate from sin, I would and cherish all things good, 
	 and whatever I can be give him who gave me thee. 
	 Mighty Spirit, dwell with me, I would mighty be; 
	 help me now thy power to see, I would be like thee; 
	 ’gainst all weapons hell can wield, be thou my strength and shield; 
	 let thy word my weapon be, Lord, thine the victory. 
	 Gracious Spirit, dwell with me, I would be like thee!
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At “The Peace,” worship-
ers are invited to greet each 
other by saying, “The 
peace of Christ be with 
you,” and responding, 
“And also with you.”

This lauda spirituale, 
a kind of vernacular 
Italian sacred song from 
the late Middle Ages 
and Renaissance, was 
translated into English 
in the 19th century but 
received little notice 
until this tune (named 
for the composer’s 
birthplace) was created 
for The English Hymnal.

Scholars debate whether 
this powerfully poetic 
text is an early Christian 
hymn which Paul is 
quoting or his own 
composition. It is one 
of the best-known and 
most influential passages 
in the Pauline corpus.

You may mail your check, 
set up an automatic payment 
of your pledge through your 
bank, or donate online 
using this QR code or at 
firstpresathens.org/
give. Thank you for your 
generosity.



The musical setting of 
the communion liturgy 
is based on the Ameri-
can folk hymn LAND 
OF REST, arranged 
by American composer 
Richard Proulx.
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	 *Doxology                                                                         Hymn 592
		  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
		  praise him, all creatures here below; 
		  praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
		  praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication

  Sacrament of Holy Communion

	   Invitation to the Lord’s Table

	 The Great Thanksgiving  
		  The Lord be with you.
		  And also with you.
		  Lift up your hearts.
		  We lift them to the Lord.
		  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
					     It is right to give our thanks and praise...

	 Sanctus                                                          

	 Memorial Acclamation
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 	 The Lord’s Prayer                                                              
	 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 	
	 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
	 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
	 as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 	
	 but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 	
	 power and the glory, forever. Amen.

  	 Breaking of the Bread and Giving of the Cup

    	 Communion of the People 

	 Prayer after Communion

SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD

*Hymn 314                     Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song         BRIDEGROOM

*Charge and Benediction

*Congregational Response                                                     Hymn 535
	 Go with us, Lord, and guide the way 
	 through this and every coming day,
	 that in your Spirit strong and true 
	 our lives may be our gift to you.

  Postlude                                         Celebration                       Charles Callahan

This text on the Holy 
Spirit was written to fit 
the pre-existing tune. 
The three stanzas cluster 
around various themes 
developed through a 
series of images and 
grounded in the refrain: 
how the Spirit comes, to 
whom the Spirit comes, 
and for what purposes 
the Spirit comes.

Texts and music for hymns and 
sung responses reprinted under 
OneLicense.net #A-714861

A special word of welcome to our guests: thank you for joining us for worship this morning. 
Please fill out the Fellowship Pad so that we may be in touch. We are delighted you are here and 
look forward to seeing you again.

Nurseries for children 4 years old and younger, available from 9:00 a.m. to 12:15 a.m., are 
located next to the Children’s Ministry Suite and are accessible down the stairs in the Atrium 
and through the glass door.

Sunday Conversations with Dr. Baer

During the first three Sundays in June, all are invited to join Dr. Baer in the Moses Waddel Room 
following the morning worship service for Sunday Conversations from 11:15-12 noon. This is an 
opportunity to connect with others, dig deeper on the themes of the morning worship service, 
and to talk about matters of faith and life. Sunday, June 5, Dr. Baer will lead a discussion titled 
“A Seat at the Table – The ‘Why’ of Matthew 25.”

	 The Great Amen



WORSHIP LEADERS
Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor
Mrs. Martha Clay, Guest Organist
The Rev. Ron Gilreath, Liturgist
Pat and Petch Bryan, Kite Bearers

Lay Reader
Kent Burel

USHERS
Michelle Clendenen-Shaw, Jimbo LaBoon III, 
Mary Peace, John Simpson

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN
Bryan Owens

SUNDAY MORNING MANAGER
Rebecca Carlton

FLOWERS
The Sanctuary flowers are given to the glory of God 
and in honor of John Brooks Marsh by his family.

TO AID IN WORSHIP
If you need to leave the sanctuary during 
the service, a live video feed is available in the 
Atrium, on Facebook, and YouTube.
Available in the Narthex or from an usher:
• Personal hearing receivers usable
   anywhere in the sanctuary
• Large-print hymnals, Bibles, bulletins, 
   and hymnsheets
• Sermons from the previous six weeks

CONGREGATIONAL CARE
Prayer requests can be submitted to the church 
office, 706-543-4338, by the Prayer Request 
link on our church website (firstpresathens.org) 
or on the prayer cards in the Fellowship Pads.

NOTES ON THE SERVICE

Pentecost Offering, Today
Psalm 71 testifies that a foundation of faith established during childhood helps ensure lifelong 
faith and service. By donating to the Pentecost Offering, you are nurturing the faith of those 
who are the church to come — children, youth, and young adults.

This year, your Mission and Outreach Commission has selected the the Athens Nurses Clinic to 
receive a portion of Pentecost offering (40%). The Athens Nurses Clinic serves the Athens Home-
less and indigent community with Medical and Dental care. Prior to Covid pandemic, the Nurses 
Clinic had nearly 4,000 patients and over 12,000 patient encounters. They provide a valuable service 
to the ‘least of these’ as our society views them. The remaining 60% is used to support children at 
risk, youth and young adults through ministries of the Presbyterian Mission Agency.

Please mail your check to the church office. Or you may go to our website firstpresathens.org/give, 
then select “Pentecost Offer” under “Select a Fund.” Thank you for your generosity!

Matthew 25 Summer Book Study
In between your light summer reading, the Matthew 25 Commission invites you to dig a little 
deeper into what it means to be a Matthew 25 church with two book studies: 
JUNE: I’m Still Here, Black Dignity in a World Made for Whiteness, by Austin Channing Brown
Discussion and lunch on June 26 - 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
JULY: Nick and Dimed, by Barbara Ehrenreich; Discussion and lunch on July 31 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
For more information, contact Kim Ness (kness@firstpresathens.org).



THIS WEEK

Sunday, June 5 - Pentecost Sunday, Pentecost Offering, Communion Sunday, Food Sunday
10:00 a.m. Service, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
11:15 a.m.	 Conversations with Dr. Baer: A Seat at the Table – The “Why” of Matthew 25, 
		  Moses Waddel Room
  1:00 p.m.	 Youth leave for Montreat Youth Conference

Tuesday, June 7
10:00 a.m.	 Staff Meeting, Staff Conference Room
  1:30 p.m.	 Knitting Purls, Brides Room

Wednesday, June 8
  2:00 p.m.	 Ladies Bridge Group, Room 301

Thursday, June 9
11:00 a.m.	 Congregational Care Commission Meeting via Zoom (ID: 706-543-4338)
  5:30 p.m.	 Administration Commission Meeting, Staff Conference Room

Sunday, June 12
10:00 a.m. Service, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
11:15 a.m.	 Conversations with Dr. Baer, Moses Waddel Room

Ride Share
For several years now our church has supported a program called Ride Share. In a large congregation 
such as ours, there will be people from time to time who need transportation to get to Sunday School, 
Sunday services, Wednesday Supper, Week Day Bible Study, and even a doctor’s appointment 
occasionally. If you are able to provide transportation from time to time for a parishioner, please call 
Madeline Van Dyck at madelinevandyck@gmail.com or 706-714-7600 or contact the church office 
at frontdesk@firstpresathens.org or 706-543-4338.

Good Shepherd Summer Club
May 2022 Mini Mission Project

Summertime is here which means it’s time to gather our First Pres Children’s Ministry Good Shepherd 
Summer Club and begin our important mini mission work! We have many wonderful mini mission 
projects planned for this summer and first up is our $10 Chick-fil-A Gift Card Collection!

We would like to help start the summer in a fun way for our next door neighbors, the children of 
Bethel Neighborhood. These sweet children absolutely loved receiving their very own Chick-fil-A 
gift cards last summer so we definitely want to repeat this mini mission project again this summer.

Please pick up a $10 Chick-fil-A Gift Card and drop it by the church. You may also make a 
monetary donation to the church and we will purchase the cards for you. Please mail your check 
to the church office, or go to our website firstpresathens.org/give (please select “General Fund” 
under “Select a Fund,” and in the optional memo write “Chick-fil-A gift cards”). Please bring 
or mail in donations by Sunday, June 12. 

Thank you for supporting our First Pres kiddos and helping our Good Shepherd Summer Club 
share God’s love with others this summer!






