First|Presbyterian Church/Athens

In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is
to create a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!

May 29, 2022
10:00 a.m.
Seventh Sunday of Easter

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD

Welcome to all who are worshipping with us. As we enter a holy space this morning, please
silence your cell phone.

Greeting Psalm 118:24
This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!

Prelude Lobe den Herren Johann Sebastian Bach

Words of Welcome and Concerns of the Church

Song of Gathering Hymn 470, stanza 1
O day of radiant gladness, O day of joy and light,
O balm of care and sadness, most beautiful, most bright;
this day the high and lowly, through ages joined in tune,
sing “Holy, holy, holy’’ to the great God triune.

Call to Worship
Before and after, first and last, Alpha and Omega, the steadfast love
of God endures forever.

Alleluia!

*Hymn 482 Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty LOBE DEN HERREN

*Call to Confession

*Prayer of Confession
Holy God, you have shown yourself to us in Jesus, perfect in
every way, compassionate and kind, faithful and loving, gracious
and hospitable. We stumble and fall as we seek to follow him,
struggling to make his ways our ways. Our sins are real, and they
are many. Forgive our failings and encourage us to start again.

*Silent Prayer
Lord, have mercy. Amen.

*Assurance of Pardon

*Those who are able may stand.

Please sign and pass the
Fellowship Pad, making
note of new and old friends,
check in on Facebook, and

Sfollow us on Instagram

(firstpresathensga).

Praise Ye the Lord,

the Almighty is a
17th-century German
hymn that employs
many phrases from
psalms, especially
Psalm 150 and 103.

It was translated into
this English version in
the 19th century and
has been popular ever
since, thanks in part
to the tune.



At “The Peace,” worship-
ers are invited to greet each
other by saying, “The
peace of Christ be with
you,” and responding,
“And also with you.”

The anthem is an
English translation of the
Magnificat set to music
by Michael Practorius,
with interludes added by
contemporary Ameri-
can composer Roland
Martin.

Scholars debate whether
this powerfully poetic
text is an early Christian
hymn which Paul is
quoting or his own
composition. It is one
of the best-known and
most influential passages
in the Pauline corpus.

*Congregational Response CELTIC ALLELUIA
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*The Peace

Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

Prayer for Illumination

First Lesson 1 Samuel 2:9-10, page 243
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Anthem My Soul Doth Magnify the Lord Michael Praetorious
My soul doth magnify the Lord, in God, my Savior shall rejoice;
he raises me from low estate, and gives a hundred blessings voice.
All generations call me blest, yes, God has done great things for me;
and holy is his righteous name, to those who know his majesty.
His arm is strong to all who fear, the proud he scatters in their greed,;
he casts the mighty from their thrones, and lifts the lowly from their need.
He fills the hungry with good things, the rich he sends away in shame;
the humble he has lifted high, to magnity his holy name.
Remembering his mercy sure, his servants, Isracl, embrace;
as prophesied in days of old, to Abraham and all his race.
All Glory to the Father God, and to the Son, whom we adore;
the Holy Spirit, three in one, forever, and forever more.

Second Lesson Judges 4:4-22, page 218
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Sermon Of Tent Pegs and Callings  Mrs. Courtney Pittman

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

*Hymn 265 Great God, We Sing That Mighty Hand ~ WAREHAM

*Affirmation of Faith Philippians 2:5-11
Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited,
but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form, he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death —
even death on a cross.

Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name
that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus

every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and

under the earth, and every tongue should confess

that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.



Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings

Offertory My Soul Magnifies the Lord J. S. Bach

*Doxology Hymn 592
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

praise him, all creatures here below;

praise him above, ye heavenly host;

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication

You may mail your check,
set up an automatic payment
of your pledge through your
bank, or donate online
using this QR code or at
firstpresathens.org/

give. Thank you for your
generosity.

Eternal Father, Strong to
Save was written in 1862
for a student sailing from
Britain to America.

It has become known

as The Navy Hymn,
SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD though it has been ad-
opted by many branches
*Hymn 562 Eternal Father, Strong to Save MELITA | ofthe armed forces in
L. the United Kingdom
*Charge and Benediction and the United States.
. The t d ¢
*Congregational Response Hymn 535 theeisll;;l(ei xferrljr;:ul o

Go with us, Lord, and guide the way
through this and every coming day,
that in your Spirit strong and true
our lives may be our gift to you.

Postlude Melita

was shipwrecked, now
called Malta.

Texts and music for hymns and
sung responses reprinted under
OneLicense.net #4-714861

Wayne L. Wold

This Sunday, we welcome Courtney Pittman as our guest preacher. Courtney has been a member
of FPC Athens since 2017 along with her husband, Dewitt, and boys, Tripp and Townes. She is a
Candidate for the Ministry of Word and Sacrament under the care of Northeast Georgia Presbytery
and a rising third year student at Columbia Theological Seminary pursuing a Master of Divinity
degree. Courtney has served at FPC Covington and will intern at Presbyterian Village Athens in
the fall. Following graduation and ordination, she plans on doing congregational ministry with
hopes of focusing on social justice and women’s issues.

A special word of welcome to our guests: thank you for joining us for worship this morning.
Please fill out the Fellowship Pad so that we may be in touch. We are delighted you are here and
look forward to seeing you again.

Nurseries for children 4 years old and younger, available from 9:00 a.m. to 11:15 a.m., are
located next to the Children’s Ministry Suite and are accessible down the stairs in the Atrium
and through the glass door.

Sunday Conversations with Dr. Baer Returns in June

Each Sunday in June, all are invited to join Dr. Baer in the Moses Waddel Room following the
morning worship service for Sunday Conversations from 11:15-12 noon. This is an opportunity
to connect with others, dig deeper on the themes of the morning worship service, and to talk
about matters of faith and life. Sunday, June 5, Dr. Baer will lead a discussion titled “A Seat at
the Table — The “Why’ of Matthew 25.”



NOTES ON THE SERVICE

WORSHIP LEADERS

Mrs. Courtney Pittman, Candidate for Ministry
of Word and Sacrament

Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist

Mrs. Kitty Donnan, Liturgist

Lay Reader
Allen Crowell

Call to Worship Liturgist
Tripp Pittman

USHERS
Carl Bergmann, Jim Dove, Jimbo LaBoon III,
John Simpson

FLOWERS

The Sanctuary flowers are given to the glory of
God and to honor the men and women who have
served our Armed Forces and in memory of James
W. Dudley, Sr. and Jr., Major Bruce Coleman and
Colonel John Duane by Randy Dudley.

SUNDAY MORNING MANAGER

Paulo Santos

TO AID IN WORSHIP

If you need to leave the sanctuary during

the service, a live video feed is available in the

Atrium, on Facebook, and YouTube.

Available in the Narthex or from an usher:

* Personal hearing receivers usable
anywhere in the sanctuary

* Large-print hymnals, Bibles, bulletins,
and hymnsheets

* Sermons from the previous six weeks

CONGREGATIONAL CARE

Prayer requests can be submitted to the church
office, 706-543-4338, by the Prayer Request
link on our church website (firstpresathens.org)
or on the prayer cards in the Fellowship Pads.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BOOKS FOR KEEPS BOOK DRIVE
You can help make sure no child in our community
goes a summer without great books to read. Please
bring your used books to the bins in the Atrium or
church office through Tuesday, May 31. Books
ofall kinds will be accepted, then sold by Books for
Keeps with proceeds used to buy new children’s
books. To learn more about the organization, go
to booksforkeeps.org. Thank youl!

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY
During Summer, the Wayne F. Middendorf
Men’s Bible Study will meet Sundays at 9:00
a.m. in the Bride’s room.

FAMILY PROMISE

Thank you for all who volunteered during May
15 - 29. If you are interested in volunteering
for future dates or for more information, please
contact Susan Boatwright at boatwrightsusan@
gmail.com or Jean Bock at jbock@bellsouth.net.

FOOD SUNDAY, JUNE 5

You may bring donations of canned salmon,
1 1Ib plain white rice, “odd shelf items”
(BBQ sauce, Cooking Oil, Ketchup, Mayo,
Mustard, Salad Dressings, Jello/Pudding
Mix) to church next Sunday, June 5. You
may also bring food to the church office until
Friday, June 3. Thanks for your donations in
May - our neighbors in need are grateful!

WOMEN’S RETREAT

We still have openings! Treat yourself (or a loved
one) to a weekend of spiritual nourishment and
the beauty of the NC mountains August 12-14 at
the Montreat Women’s Connection Conference.
Register for the conference at Montreat.org.
Signup for the workshops just began, so hurry!
Register for housing at the Georgia Lodge
with our group at firstpresathens.org. Contact
Carol McKay (carol_mckay@att.net) or Nancy
Hernandez (nfergie2@gmail.com) with questions.

Matthew 25 Summer Book Study

In between your light summer reading, the Matthew 25 Commission invites you to dig a little
deeper into what it means to be a Matthew 25 church with two book studies:

JUNE: I"'m Still Here, Black Dignity in a World Made for Whiteness, by Austin Channing Brown
Discussion and lunch on June 26 - 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

JULY: Nick and Dimed, by Barbara Ehrenreich; Discussion and lunch on July 31 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
For more information, contact Kim Ness (kness@firstpresathens.org).



Recommendations for Elders

The Nominations and Elections Committee encourages your participation in the process for
nominating Elders. Elders should be persons of faith, dedication, and good judgment. Their
manner of life should be a demonstration of the Christian Gospel, both within the church and
in the world at large.

Please e-mail your suggestions to Beverly Phares, Chair of the Nominations and Elections
Committee, at beverlypphares@gmail.com, by May 31. You can also fill out the form in the
website (www.firstpresathens.org).

Current Elders:

(Not eligible for recommendation)
CLass OF 2022 Curass oF 2023 Crass oF 2024
Karen Burg Sarah Bryan Shannon Brooks
Michelle Clendenen-Shaw  Judy Burch Phyllis Crowell
Kitty Donnan Kent Burel Kemp Gaskill
Rob Haire Rod Canfield Denise Horton
Larry Jones Melinda DeMaria Paul Lee
Andy Jordan Jim Dove Sharon Logan
Jimbo LaBoon Mark Hopkins Bruce Middendorf
Tom Landrum Matt Jones Randy Riner
Beverly Phares Robyn McDonald Chuck Toney
Smith Wilson Keith Oclke

[ prayerfully recommend the following for Elder:

Name Reasons
Name Reasons
Name Reasons
Name Reasons
Name Reasons

Members of the Nominations and Elections Committee are Beverly Phares (Chair), Keith Oelke,
Kathy Bangle, Angela Hunt, Richard Lane.



THIS WEEK

Sunday, May 29 - One Service at 10:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m. Service, Mrs. Courtney Pittman, Candidate for Ministry of Word and Sacrament, preaching

Monday, May 30 - Memorial Day, Church Office Closed

Tuesday, May 31
1:30 p.m.  Knitting Purls, Brides Room

Wednesday, June 1
10:00 a.m.  Staft Meeting, Staff Conference Room

Sunday, June 5 - Pentecost Sunday, Pentecost Offering, Communion Sunday, Food Sunday

10:00 a.m. Service, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching

11:15a.m.  Conversations with Dr. Baer: A Seat at the Table — The “Why” of Matthew 25,
Moses Waddel Room

Caring Hands Offering

This month, a special Caring Hands oftering will be collected to benefit the Caring Hands Fund of
Presbyterian Homes of Georgia. Presbyterian Homes is a ministry that serves our most vulnerable
population - our seniors. This annual offering 1s the largest source of funds for benevolent care for
Presbyterian Homes’ six communities in Georgia. Your contribution directly supports the care of
residents who have outlived their financial resources. Our congregation joins Presbyterian churches
statewide to support this vital ministry.

Please mail your check to the church office, or go to our website firstpresathens.org/give (please
select “Presby Homes/Mother’s Day”). Alternatively, you can visit www.phgainc.org/donate/
caring-hands-offering/church1/ to make a direct donation.

Become a part of the Caring Hands community —over 2,500 members strong —who have made a positive
impact on the quality of life for our senior residents since 1949. Thank you for your generous support.

Ride Share

For several years now our church has supported a program called Ride Share. In a large congregation
such as ours, there will be people from time to time who need transportation to get to Sunday School,
Sunday services, Wednesday Supper, Week Day Bible Study, and even a doctor’s appointment
occasionally. If you are able to provide transportation from time to time for a parishioner, please call
Madeline Van Dyck at madelinevandyck@gmail.com or 706-714-7600 or contact the church office
at frontdesk@firstpresathens.org or 706-543-4338.

Pentecost Offering, June 5

Psalm 71 testifies that a foundation of faith established during childhood helps ensure lifelong
faith and service. By donating to the Pentecost Offering, you are nurturing the faith of those
who are the church to come — children, youth, and young adults.

This year, your Mission and Outreach Commission has selected the the Athens Nurses Clinic to
receive a portion of Pentecost oftering (40%). The Athens Nurses Clinic serves the Athens Home-
less and indigent community with Medical and Dental care. Prior to Covid pandemic, the Nurses
Clinic had nearly 4,000 patients and over 12,000 patient encounters. They provide a valuable service
to the ‘least of these’ as our society views them. The remaining 60% is used to support children at
risk, youth and young adults through ministries of the Presbyterian Mission Agency.

Please mail your check to the church office. Or you may go to our website firstpresathens.org/give,
then select “Pentecost Offer” under “Select a Fund.” Thank you for your generosity!



482

Joachim Neander, 1680
Trans. Catherine Winkworth, 1863; alt.

14.144.78

Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty

LOBE DEN HERREN

Stralsund Ernewerten Gesangbuch, 1665
Harm. The Chorale Book for England, 1863
Desc. Craig Sellar Lang, 1953
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Great God, We Sing That Mighty Hand 265

WAREHAM LM

Philip Doddridge, 1702-1751

Orton’s Hymns Founded on Various Texts, 1755; alt.

William Knapp, 1738
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Eternal Father, Strong to Save

William Whiting, 1860; alt.

MELITA 888888

562

John Bacchus Dykes, 1861
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SESSION

Ryan Baer, Moderator ~ Kitty Donnan, Clerk of Session
Carol Strickland, Associate Pastor

Crass OF 2022 Crass oF 2023 Crass oF 2024
Karen Burg Sarah Bryan Shannon Brooks
Michelle Clendenen-Shaw  Judy Burch Phyllis Crowell
Kitty Donnan Kent Burel Kemp Gaskill
Rob Haire Rod Canfield Denise Horton
Larry Jones Melinda DeMaria Paul Lee

Andy Jordan Jim Dove Sharon Logan
Jimbo LaBoon Mark Hopkins Bruce Middendorf
Tom Landrum Matt Jones Randy Riner
Beverly Phares Robyn McDonald Chuck Toney
Smith Wilson Keith Oclke

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF

Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor (ryan@firstpresathens.org)

The Rev. Ron Gilreath, Acting Parish Associate (rjgilreath@att. net)

Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist (jcoble@firstpresathens.org)

Mrs. Kim Ness, Director of Youth Ministries (kness@firstpresathens.org)

Mrs. Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministries (natalie@firstpresathens.org)
Mrs. Elaine Johnson, Director of Weekday School (elaine@firstpresathens.org)
Mrs. Lucy Bell Johnson, Office Administrator (lbell@firstpresathens. org)

Mr. Paulo Santos, Communications Specialist (paulo@firstpresathens.org)

Mrs. Jennifer Sunderlin, Receptionist/Administrative Assistant (frontdesk@firstpresathens.org)
Mrs. Laura McHugh, Accountant

Mrs. Angie Townsend, Accounting Assistant (angie@firstpresathens.org)

Mrs. Marcy Fabris, Weekday School Administrative Assistant (wds@furstpresathens. org)
Ms. Rita Raines, Nursery Coordinator

Mrs. Charlotte Chromiak, Children’s Music Assistant (charlotteposs@gmail.com)
Mrs. Madeline Van Dyck, Parish Nurse




