
April 24, 2022
8:45 and 11:00 a.m.

Second Sunday of Easter

Please sign and pass the 
Fellowship Pad, making 
note of new and old friends, 
check in on Facebook, and 
follow us on Instagram 
(firstpresathensga).

The roots of The Day 
of Resurrection come 
from a mid-8th century 
Greek hymn that 
continues to be used 
in Orthodox church-
es at the midnight 
Eucharist marking the 
beginning of Easter. 
The tune is named 
for the county in 
northwestern England 
where the composer 
was then an organist.

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD

Welcome to all who are worshipping with us. As we enter a holy space this morning, please 
silence your cell phone.

  Greeting 		                                                       Psalm 118:24
	 This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!

  Prelude                                 Christ Is Arisen                       Camil Van Hulse

  Words of Welcome and Concerns of the Church

  Song of Gathering                                                  Hymn 113, stanza 1
	 “Christ the Lord is risen today!” Alleluia! 
	 All creation, join to say; Alleluia! 
	 Raise your joys and triumphs high; Alleluia! 
	 Sing, O heavens, and earth reply, Alleluia!

  Call to Worship                                                                     
	 Jesus Christ is risen from the dead!
	 Alleluia!

*Hymn 118                     The Day of Resurrection!                  LANCASHIRE

*Call to Confession

*Prayer of Confession
	 Holy and merciful God, in your presence we confess our 
	 sinfulness, our shortcomings,  and our offenses against you. 	
	 You alone know how often we have sinned in wandering from 	
	 your ways, in wasting your gifts, in forgetting your love. We are 
	 ashamed and sorry for all we have done to displease you. By 	
	 your mercy, forgive us. Help us to live in your light and walk in 
	 your ways for the sake of Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.

*Silent Prayer
	 Lord, have mercy. Amen.

*Assurance of Pardon

In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is 
to create a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 

rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!

*Those who are able may stand.



*Congregational Response                                   Hymn 104, stanza 1
	 Christ is risen! Shout Hosanna! Celebrate this day of days! 
	 Christ is risen! Hush in wonder: all creation is amazed. 
	 In the desert all-surrounding, see, a spreading tree has grown. 
	 Healing leaves of grace abounding bring a taste of love unknown.

*The Peace
	 Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 
	 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
	 And also with you.

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

  Prayer for Illumination         

  First Lesson                    Psalm 145:13-21, page 569
	 This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

  Second Lesson and Sermon                                Dr. Carol Strickland
    John 20:1-10, 11-18, 19-23, 24-28, 29-31, page 990

		      The Five Doors of Faith

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

*Hymn 122                          Thine Is the Glory                    JUDAS MACCABEUS
The Refrain will be sung after all stanzas

*Affirmation of Faith                                                 Philippians 2:5-11
	 Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, 
	 did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited,
	 but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, 
	 being born in human likeness. 
	 And being found in human form, he humbled himself 
	 and became obedient to the point of death – 
	 even death on a cross. 
	 Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name
	 that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus 
	 every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and 
	 under the earth, and every tongue should confess 
	 that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

  Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer                    
	 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
	 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
	 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, 
	 as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 	
	 but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 	
	 power and the glory, forever. Amen.

  Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings

  Offertory             Good Christians All, Rejoice and Sing           Healey Willan

	 *Doxology                                                                         Hymn 592
		  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
		  praise him, all creatures here below; 
		  praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
		  praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

	 *Prayer of Dedication
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At “The Peace,” worship-
ers are invited to greet each 
other by saying, “The 
peace of Christ be with 
you,” and responding, 
“And also with you.”

After the Passing of the 
Peace at the 11:00 a.m. 
service, children, ages 
Pre-K - grade 2, are 
invited to Children’s 
Church with Charlotte 
Chromiak held in the 
Children’s Ministry 
Suite on the first floor.

Thine Is the Glory was 
written first in French, 
then later in English, to 
fit the music, a chorus 
from Handel’s oratorio 
Judas Maccabeus in 1751. 
It became popular 
following its use at 
the First Assembly of 
the World Council of 
Churches in 1948.

Scholars debate whether 
this powerfully poetic 
text is an early Christian 
hymn which Paul is 
quoting or his own 
composition. It is one 
of the best-known and 
most influential passages 
in the Pauline corpus.

You may mail your check, 
set up an automatic payment 
of your pledge through your 
bank, or donate online 
using this QR code or at 
firstpresathens.org/
home/giving. Thank you 
for your generosity.



The Strife Is O’er was 
first printed in Latin in a 
17th-century collection 
in Cologne. It is set to an 
adaptation of a portion of 
the Gloria Patria section 
of a 16th-century choral 
version of the Magnificat.

Texts and music for hymns and 
sung responses reprinted under 
OneLicense.net #A-714861
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SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD

*Hymn 119                                 The Strife Is O’er                                   VICTORY

*Charge and Benediction

*Congregational Response                                      Hymn 121, stanza 3
	 From every weapon death can wield, 
	 your own redeemed forever shield; 
	 O Lord of all, with us abide 
	 in this our joyful Eastertide.

  Postlude                                    The Strife Is O’er                          Wilbur Held

A special word of welcome to our guests: thank you for joining us for worship this morning. 
Please fill out the Fellowship Pad so that we may be in touch. We are delighted you are here and 
look forward to seeing you again.

Nurseries for children 4 years old and younger, available from 8:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m., are located 
next to the Children’s Ministry Suite and are accessible down the stairs in the Atrium and through 
the glass door. Our fully vaccinated nursery staff is excited to welcome our youngest members.

WORSHIP LEADERS
Dr. Carol Strickland, Associate Pastor
Beverly Phares, Liturgist
Martha Clay, Guest Organist

USHERS
  8:45 a.m. John Simpson, Jim Dove

11:00 a.m. Jimbo LaBoon III

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIANS
Jack Palmer, Bryan Owens

SUNDAY MORNING MANAGER
Rebecca Carlton

FLOWERS
The flowers are given to the glory of God and in 
memory of Del Dunn by his family.

TO AID IN WORSHIP
If you need to leave the sanctuary during the 
service, a live video feed is available in the Atrium 
and at 11:00 a.m. is on Facebook and YouTube.
Available in the Narthex or from an usher:
• Personal hearing receivers usable
   anywhere in the sanctuary
• Large-print hymnals, Bibles, bulletins, 
   and hymnsheets
• Sermons from the previous six weeks

CONGREGATIONAL CARE
Prayer requests can be submitted to the church 
office, 706-543-4338, by the Prayer Request 
link on our church website (firstpresathens.org) 
or on the prayer cards in the Fellowship Pads.

NOTES ON THE SERVICE

ANNOUNCEMENTS
WEEKDAY BIBLE STUDY
Join Dr. Carol Strickland for the Josephine Paine 
Bible Study on 2nd and 4th Thursday mornings 
at 10:00 a.m in the Staff Conference Room. 
The group will study the scripture which will 
be the preacher’s text for the upcoming Sunday. 
Scripture for 4/28 meeting will be Acts 9:1-19a. 
Everyone welcome!

SCOTTISH REFORMATION SUNDAY
May 1, 8:45 & 11:00 a.m.
Join our annual celebration of our Scottish 
heritage at both worship services, along with 
recognition of local and state dignitaries at 11:00 
a.m. All are welcome to join the processional 
and recessional. If you need to borrow a kilt, 
please call Smith Wilson, 706-338-4646.

To pick up your child from Children’s Church after the 11:00 a.m. service, please go to the 
Children’s Ministry Suite, which is on the first floor.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

40 Day Lenten Journey Dinner & Discussion
Tuesday, April 26, 6:00-8:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall Breakout Area

During Lent you were invited to learn about the PC(USA) Matthew 25 initiative through a collection of 
online resources. Now, we’d like to invite anyone interested to join us for dinner and a discussion about 
how we can live into being a Matthew 25 church. Please e-mail frontdesk@firstpresathens.org to RSVP.

Montreat Women’s Connection Conference
Again this year we have reserved the Georgia Lodge for any of our members who would like to go 
to the conference (August 12-14). You can sign up to stay at the Georgia Lodge by April 30 using 
the link on FPC website (cost $70). Registration and information about the Women’s Connection 
can be found at montreat.org/events/wc-2022. Please contact Carol McKay (carol_mckay@att.net 
or 706-354-8604) or Nancy Hernandez (nfergie2@gmail.com or 706-338-5383) if you have any 
questions. If you need scholarship assistance, contact Carol Strickland at cstrickland@firstpresathens.org.

Food Sunday, May 1
You may bring donations of boxed mac & cheese, nuts (any variety), and canned meat to 
church next Sunday, May 1. You may also bring food to the church office until Friday, April 29.

Alternatively, you may take your donations directly to the Athens Area Emergency Food Bank 
9:00 a.m. - noon, Monday-Friday at 640 Barber Street, Athens, 30601. Please put supplies on 
loading dock at far end of building. Thanks for your donations in April - our neighbors in need 
are grateful!

Called Congregational Meeting, May 1 after 11:00 a.m. service
The session has called a congregational meeting following the 11:00 a.m. service on May 1 for the 
purpose of concurring with the request of Dr. Carol Strickland to dissolve her call. Carol’s last 
Sunday before her retirement will be May 22.

John Coble Organ Recital in Augusta
Today, 5:00 p.m., Reid Memorial Presbyterian Church

Dr. John Coble will perform as part of the John G. Schaeffer Memorial Recital Series at Reid 
Memorial Presbyterian Church on Sunday, April 24, at 5:00 p.m. The program will include music 
by J. S. Bach, César Franck, Gabriel Fauré, Marilyn Keiser, Dan Locklair, and Felix Mendelssohn. 
Reid Memorial Presbyterian Church is located at 2261 Walton Way, Augusta, Georgia.



Books for Keeps Book Drive
Since 2009, Books for Keeps has given more than half a million books to children from low-in-
come families in grades Pre-K through 12. FPC has become a large supporter of Books for Keeps 
with our annual book drive. 

You can help make sure no child in our community goes a summer without great books to read. 
Please bring your used books to the bins in the Atrium or church office. Books of all kinds will 
be accepted, then sold by Books for Keeps with proceeds used to buy new children’s books. To 
learn more about the organization, go to booksforkeeps.org. Thank you!

THIS WEEK

Sunday, April 24
  8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Services, Dr. Carol Strickland preaching
  9:45 a.m.      Adult Sunday School and Godly Play
  4:00 p.m.	 Mission & Outreach Commission Meeting, Moses Waddel Room
  5:00 p.m.	     John Coble Organ Recital at Reed Memorial Augusta
  6:00 p.m.	 Middle and High School Youth Group, The Pit

Monday, April 25
  5:30 p.m.	 Lay Caller Meeting via Zoom

Tuesday, April 26
  7:00 a.m.      Our Daily Bread Breakfast, First Baptist Church
  9:00 a.m.	 Chair Yoga via Zoom (Zoom ID: 558-324-3907, PW: 6136)
  1:00 p.m.	 Staff Meeting, Staff Conference Room
  1:30 p.m.	 Knitting Purls, Parlor
  6:00 p.m.	 40 Day Lenten Journey Dinner & Discussion, Fellowship Hall Breakout Area
  6:00 p.m.	 Stephen Ministry Meeting, Moses Waddel Room

Wednesday, April 27
  2:00 p.m.	 Ladies Bridge Group, Room 301
  6:30 p.m.	 Choir Rehearsal, Chancel Choir Room

Thursday, April 28
  9:05 a.m.	 Weekday School Chapel
10:00 a.m.      Josephine Paine Bible Study, Staff Conference Room

Sunday, May 1 - Communion Sunday, Food Sunday, Scottish Reformation Sunday
  8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Services, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
  9:45 a.m.      Adult Sunday School and Godly Play
12:00 p.m.	 Called Congregational Meeting, Sanctuary

Volunteers Needed for Family Promise Host Weeks May 15-May 29
First Presbyterian will be the host church for Family Promise families May 15 - 29 and we need 
your help to fill the volunteer slots. The families will be at the Milledge Avenue Baptist Church 
static site. If you are able to help, please sign up in the church Atrium or by using the link here: 
tinyurl.com/FPChostweek2022. Training required for new volunteers is very simple: you just have 
to watch an online video. For more information or questions, please contact Susan Boatwright at 
boatwrightsusan@gmail.com or Jean Bock at jbock@bellsouth.net.



EDUCATION – FAITH FORMATION

SUNDAYS FOR CHILDREN
Director of Children’s Ministries: Natalie Bishop 
Nursery Coordinator: Rita Raines 
Children’s Ministry Suite • Infants - 5th Grade

Nursery, 8:30 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.
Children will enjoy playtime, story time, and snack 
time with their church friends in the Nursery Playroom 
and outside on the playground.

Godly Play, 9:45 a.m.-10:45 a.m.
Children are invited to Godly Play during the Sunday 
School hour. Godly Play is an innovative way of 
teaching and learning that helps children “discover” 
who God is rather than being “told” who God is. The 
structure and routine of Godly Play offer children a safe 
space to explore, connect, wonder, and worship God.

Children’s Church, 11:00 a.m. Worship Service
Children are invited to Children’s Church during 
the 11:00 a.m. Worship Service. Children will begin 
worship with their families in the sanctuary and then 
will leave for the Children’s Ministry Suite for Chil-
dren’s Church after the passing of The Peace during 
the 11:00 a.m. service. During Children’s Church, 
children will worship together and experience the 
many ways we worship God with our families in the 
sanctuary - listening to God’s Word, singing to God, 
praying to God, and giving to God. Children are invited 
to remain in the sanctuary on Communion Sundays.

SUNDAYS FOR YOUTH
Director of Youth Ministries: Kim Ness
Middle School Coordinator: Erin Osborne
The PIT (basement level) • 6th - 12th Grade

Sunday School (9:45 a.m.)
There is currently no organized Youth Sunday 
School, but we have set up a classroom in the PIT with 
games, crafts and comfy couches if you’d like to come 
enjoy some peace and quiet on Sunday mornings.

Youth Group (6:00 p.m.)
He is risen...now what? After 40 days of intentional spir-
itual focus and a glorious Easter celebration last week, 
is your faith stronger today? How has your life been 
changed? What does it really mean that Christ is risen? 
What do we do now? Tonight, we’ll talk about what’s 
next. What does it mean to be Easter people? There will 
be dinner and games, then we’ll close with a Bible study 
of John 20. Please bring $5 to help cover cost of dinner.

Parent Dinner (6:00 p.m.)
Youth parents are invited to meet in the Atrium to walk 
over to dinner together. Catch up on the last few weeks, 
and enjoy an evening break before May madness!

For more information, visit www.fpcathenspit.com.

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ADULTS
9:45-10:40 a.m.

IN PERSON ONLY
Inquirers • Moses Waddel Room
Thoughtful introspection and lively group discussion 
covering contemporary issues and daily Christian living, 
with guest speakers or DVD studies.
Facilitators: Carl Bergmann (cberg@ccrc.uga.edu), Carla 
Buss (cbuss@uga.edu), Larry Jones (lfjones@uga.edu)

Parents in the PIT • The Pit
This class is an invitation for parents of children 
and youth to come down to the PIT for a time of 
fellowship and support. 
Coordinator: Kim Ness(kness@firstpresathens.org)

HYBRID (in person and over Zoom)
Del Dunn Christian Issues • Room 308
An in-depth study and discussion of scripture – with a 
chapter-by-chapter reading and discussion of Acts of the 
Apostles. Zoom and in-person. 
Coordinator: Susan Landrum (slandrum@uga.edu)
Zoom ID: 875 216 0708, PW: 634175

New Voices • Room 310
Discussion guided by Women In the Bible, by Jaime 
Clark-Soles, with emphasis on women in the lineage 
of Jesus Christ.
Led by: Lewis Hudgins (lewisahudgins@gmail.com)
Zoom ID: 870 1906 3194, PW: 305215

Wayne F. Middendorf Men’s Bible Class  
Bride’s Room, Tinsley Stern
Open and honest discussion in a nonjudgmental atmo-
sphere about various aspects of Christianity. 
Contacts: Ian Hardin (ianhardin1@gmail.com), Jim 
Scanlon (jjtscanlon@yahoo.com)
Zoom ID: 883 5159 0923

Women’s Bible Class • Staff Conference Room
Reading and discussion of the Gospel of Mark.
Zoom ID: 861 8893 3837, PW: 981458

ON HOLD (stay tuned...)
W. D. Hooper • Room 309
The “oldest” Sunday School class at First Pres will 
continue to focus on a Bible Study format. The class 
will resume on a date to be announced.
Led by: Jerris Hayes (jhayefirstpres@gmail.com), Richard 
Lane (rlane@uga.edu)









FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SESSION

Ryan Baer, Moderator      Kitty Donnan, Clerk of Session
Carol Strickland, Associate Pastor

	 Class of 2022	    Class of 2023	 Class of 2024
	 Karen Burg	    Sarah Bryan	 Shannon Brooks
	 Michelle Clendenen-Shaw	    Judy Burch	 Phyllis Crowell
	 Kitty Donnan	    Kent Burel	 Kemp Gaskill
	 Rob Haire	    Rod Canfield	 Denise Horton
	 Larry Jones	    Melinda DeMaria	 Paul Lee
	 Andy Jordan	    Jim Dove	 Sharon Logan
	 Jimbo LaBoon	    Mark Hopkins	 Bruce Middendorf
	 Tom Landrum	    Matt Jones	 Randy Riner
	 Beverly Phares    	    Robyn McDonald	 Chuck Toney
	 Smith Wilson	    Keith Oelke	

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF

             Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor (ryan@firstpresathens.org)
             Dr. Carol Strickland, Associate Pastor (cstrickland@firstpresathens.org)
             The Rev. Margaret Davis, Parish Associate (margaret@firstpresathens.org)
             Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist (jcoble@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Kim Ness, Director of Youth Ministries (kness@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministries (natalie@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Elaine Johnson, Director of Weekday School (elaine@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Lucy Bell Johnson, Office Administrator (lbell@firstpresathens.org)
             Mr. Paulo Santos, Communications Specialist (paulo@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Jennifer Sunderlin, Receptionist/Administrative Assistant (frontdesk@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Laura McHugh, Accountant
             Mrs. Angie Townsend, Accounting Assistant (angie@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Marcy Fabris, Weekday School Administrative Assistant (wds@firstpresathens.org)
             Ms. Rita Raines, Nursery Coordinator
             Mrs. Charlotte Chromiak, Children’s Music Assistant (charlotteposs@gmail.com)
             Mrs. Madeline Van Dyck, Parish Nurse 


