
March 20, 2022
8:45 and 11:00 a.m.

Third Sunday in Lent

Please sign and pass the 
Fellowship Pad, making 
note of new and old friends, 
check in on Facebook, and 
follow us on Instagram 
(firstpresathensga).

We welcome Dr. 
Michael Brown as 
our guest trumpeter. 
Dr. Brown served as 
Professor and Depart-
ment Head of Music 
at The Mississippi 
State University until 
his retirement in 
2016. He is a native 
Georgian and holds 
graduate degrees in 
music education from 
the University of 
Georgia.

The original French 
text of I Greet Thee, 
Who My Sure Redeemer 
Art is sometimes attribut-
ed to John Calvin. It 
seems to be a Protestant 
reworking of a Roman 
Catholic hymn. The text 
and tune (adapted from 
Genevan 124) date from 
the early years of the 
Reformed tradition.

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD

Welcome to all who are worshipping with us. As we enter a holy space this morning, please 
silence your cell phone.

  Greeting 		                                                       Psalm 118:24
	 This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!

  Prelude                             Trumpet Voluntary                       John Stanley

  Words of Welcome and Concerns of the Church

  Song of Gathering                                                                      PROSPECT

  Call to Worship                                                                 
	 Thirsty, our hearts crave living water.
	 Hungry, our souls ache to be satisfied.
	 Weary, our minds are tired by thoughts that do not come from God.
	 Thirsty, hungry, and weary, let us worship the God of love.

*Hymn 457           I Greet Thee, Who My Sure Redeemer Art          TOULON

*Call to Confession

*Prayer of Confession
	 Almighty God, though you lovingly tend us, we have not put 	
	 forth the good fruits of your Spirit. Our violence threatens our 
	 neighbors. Our consumption poisons 	the earth. Our greed 
	 exploits the poor. We must seem a waste of time, but don’t give 
	 up on us yet, O God. In your abundant power to pardon,
	 forgive us for the sake of Christ, and imbue us with love, peace,
	 goodness, and faithfulness.

*Silent Prayer

In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is 
to create a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 

rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!

*Those who are able may stand.



*Congregational Response                                              Healey Willan

*Assurance of Pardon

*The Peace
	 Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 
	 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
	 And also with you.

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

  Prayer for Illumination         

  First Lesson                    Psalm 17:1-7, page 486
	 This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

  11:00 a.m. Anthem         Prayer of St. Patrick              Mark Schweizer
 	 Christ beneath me, Christ above me, Christ in quiet, Christ in danger, 
	 Christ in hearts of all that love me, Christ in mouth of friend and stranger. 
	 Christ be with me, Christ within me, Christ behind me, Christ before me, 
	 Christ beside me, Christ to win me, Christ to comfort and restore me.

  Second Lesson               John 18:12-27, page 988
	 This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

  Sermon                                 Peter’s Denial                         Dr. Ryan Baer

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

*Hymn insert                        Be Still, My Soul                          FINLANDIA

*Affirmation of Faith                                                 Philippians 2:5-11
	 Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, 
	 did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited,
	 but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, 
	 being born in human likeness. 
	 And being found in human form, he humbled himself 
	 and became obedient to the point of death – 
	 even death on a cross. 
	 Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name
	 that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus 
	 every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and 
	 under the earth, and every tongue should confess 
	 that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

  Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer                    
	 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 	
	 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
	 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, 
	 as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 	
	 but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 	
	 power and the glory, forever. Amen.
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At “The Peace,” worship-
ers are invited to greet each 
other by saying, “The 
peace of Christ be with 
you,” and responding, 
“And also with you.”

After the Passing of the 
Peace at the 11:00 a.m. 
service, children are invited 
to Children’s Church with 
Natalie Bishop held in the  
Children’s Ministry Suite 
on the first floor.

The anthem is a setting 
of a prayer attributed to 
St. Patrick, translated by 
Cecil Alexander in the 
19th century, set to music 
by American composer 
Mark Schweizer.

The meditative text 
Be Still, My Soul seems 
to be rooted in Psalm 
46:10, “Be still and 
know that I am God.” 
The tune is named 
for the tone poem on 
which it is based, Fin-
landia by Jean Sibelius.

Scholars debate whether 
this powerfully poetic 
text is an early Christian 
hymn which Paul is 
quoting or his own 
composition. It is one 
of the best-known and 
most influential passages 
in the Pauline corpus.



You may mail your check, 
set up an automatic payment 
of your pledge through your 
bank, or donate online 
using this QR code or at 
firstpresathens.org/
home/giving. Thank you 
for your generosity.

Texts and music for hymns and 
sung responses reprinted under 
OneLicense.net #A-714861
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  Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings

  Offertory                                   If You Are Near          Johann Sebastian Bach

	 *Doxology                                                                         Hymn 592
		  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
		  praise him, all creatures here below; 
		  praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
		  praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

	 *Prayer of Dedication

SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD

*Hymn 371                          Lift High the Cross                            CRUCIFER

*Charge and Benediction

*Congregational Response                                                LAND OF REST

	 Amen, amen, amen.

  Postlude                              Fugue in D Minor     Johann Sebastian Bach

A special word of welcome to our guests: thank you for joining us for worship this morning. 
Please fill out the Fellowship Pad so that we may be in touch. We are delighted you are here and 
look forward to seeing you again.

Nurseries for children 4 years old and younger, available from 8:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m., are 
located next to the Children’s Ministry Suite and are accessible down the stairs in the Atrium 
and through the glass door.

To pick up your child from Children’s Church after the 11:00 a.m. service, please go to the 
Children’s Ministry Suite, which is on the first floor.

WORSHIP LEADERS
Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor
Dr. Carol Strickland, Associate Pastor
Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist
Dr. Michael Brown, Guest Trumpeter

Acolytes
11:00 a.m. Lanier Bishop, Elle Hunt

Call to Worship Liturgist
11:00 a.m. Petch Bryan

Lay Reader
11:00 a.m. Mark Hopkins

USHERS
  8:45 a.m. John Simpson, Carl Bergmann

11:00 a.m. Matt Bishop, Matt Crim, Kyle Hunt

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIANS
Bryan Owens, Jack Palmer

SUNDAY MORNING MANAGER
Rebecca Carlton

FLOWERS
The Sanctuary flowers are given to the glory of 
God and in memory of Marian Alice Wendler 
and Andrew Scott Carr by Carol McKay.

TO AID IN WORSHIP
If you need to leave the sanctuary during 
the service, a live video feed is available in the 
Atrium and at 11:00 a.m. is on Facebook and 
YouTube.
Available in the Narthex or from an usher:
• Personal hearing receivers usable
   anywhere in the sanctuary
• Large-print hymnals, Bibles, bulletins, 
   and hymnsheets
• Sermons from the previous six weeks

CONGREGATIONAL CARE
Prayer requests can be submitted to the church 
office, 706-543-4338, by the Prayer Request 
link on our church website (firstpresathens.org) 
or on the prayer cards in the Fellowship Pads.

NOTES ON THE SERVICE
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Presbyterian Women Birthday Tea
Sunday, April 3, 3:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall

Join the Presbyterian Women for our annual Birthday gathering on Sunday, April 3 at 3:00 p.m. in 
Fellowship Hall. We will be celebrating 100 years of giving to the Birthday Offering. All women of 
the church are invited for tea and fellowship. 

Dr. Carol Strickland will be our speaker as we continue our study of What my Grandmothers Taught Me: 
Learning from the Women in Matthew’s Genealogy of Jesus. 

We hope to see you there!

Montreat Women’s Connection Conference
Friday – Sunday, August 12 - 14

Sign up to stay at the Georgia Lodge by April 30
Two nights at Georgia Lodge: $70

Women Connection Conference Registration: $242

Again this year we have reserved the Georgia Lodge for any of our members who would like to 
go to the conference. Wouldn’t this be a wonderful way to emerge from sequestering during the 
pandemic—a relaxing, stimulating, rewarding weekend with other women at beautiful Montreat?

You can sign up to stay at the Georgia Lodge using the link on FPC website. A link to the flyer 
with more information is also on the website, and printed copies are available in the narthex.

Registration and information about the Women’s Connection Conference can be found at:
montreat.org/events/wc-2022. Theme: “Claimed for More: Wholehearted Living When We Are 
All out of Sorts”; Keynoter: Sarah Bessey.

Please contact Carol McKay (carol_mckay@att.net or 706-354-8604) or Nancy Hernandez 
(nfergie2@gmail.com or 706-338-5383) if you have any questions. If you need scholarship 
assistance, contact Carol Strickland at cstrickland@firstpresathens.org.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONGRATULATIONS AND 
GODSPEED TO ROGER BURBAGE!
After nearly 12 years of faithful service, Roger 
Burbage is retiring as Church Administrator at 
the end of March. Join us in Fellowship Hall 
today after the 11:00 a.m. service for a reception in 
Roger’s honor. Expressions of congratulations and 
gratitude may be mailed to Roger’s home address 
at 333 Riverbottom Road, Athens, 30606.

MEALS FOR PSC STUDENTS
Can you or your group provide a meal on a 
Tuesday night between now and the end of the 
semester for about 30 students at the Presbyterian 
Student Center gathered for WORD+TABLE? 
You can cook, have it catered, or donate $300 
(or single portions at $10/student). To help, go 
to www.pscuga.org/dinner.

WEEKDAY BIBLE STUDY
Join Dr. Carol Strickland for the Josephine 
Paine Bible Study on 2nd and 4th Thursday 
mornings at 10:00 a.m. The group will study 
the scripture which will be the preacher’s text 
for the upcoming Sunday. Starting this week, 
the class will be back in-person in the Staff 
Conference Room. Scripture for 3/24 meeting 
will be John 18:28-40. Everyone welcome!

NAME BADGES
Thank you all for wearing your name badges 
when you come to church. If you do not have 
one, we will be placing a new order near the 
end of March. The first one is free. If you need 
a replacement, the cost is $10. Please sign up 
through FPC website or by calling the church 
office at 706-543-4338.



THIS WEEK

Sunday, March 20 - Third Sunday in Lent
  8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Services, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
  9:45 a.m.      Adult Sunday School and Godly Play
  9:45 a.m.      Called Session Meeting (Confirmands), Fellowship Hall
11:00 a.m.      Children’s Church, Children’s Ministry Suite
12:00 p.m.      Reception in Honor of Roger Burbage’s Retirement, Fellowship Hall
  1:30 p.m.	 First Things Class, Moses Waddel Room
  4:00 p.m.	 Mission & Outreach Commission Meeting, Moses Waddel Room
  5:00 p.m.	 Middle and High School Youth Group, Fellowship Hall

Monday, March 21
  5:30 p.m.	 Handbell Choir Rehearsal, Handbell Room

Tuesday, March 22
  7:00 a.m.      Our Daily Bread Breakfast, First Baptist Church
  9:00 a.m.	 Chair Yoga via Zoom (Zoom ID: 558-324-3907, PW: 6136)
  1:30 p.m.	 Knitting Purls, Parlor
  6:00 p.m.	 Stephen Ministry Meeting, Moses Waddel Room

Wednesday, March 23
  1:00 p.m.	 Staff Meeting, Staff Conference Room
  6:30 p.m.	 Choir Rehearsal, Chancel Choir Room

Thursday, March 24
  9:05 a.m.      WDS Chapel, Fellowship Hall
10:00 a.m.      Josephine Paine Bible Study, Staff Conference Room

Sunday, March 27 - Fourth Sunday in Lent, Confirmation Sunday
  8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Services, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
  9:45 a.m.      Adult Sunday School and Godly Play
11:00 a.m.      Children’s Church, Children’s Ministry Suite
  2:00 p.m.	 Faith Formation Task Force Meeting, Staff Conference Room
  4:00 p.m.	 New Member Tea

LOOKING AHEAD

April 3 - Communion Sunday, Food Sunday

April 7 - Stated Session Meeting

April 10 - Palm/Passion Sunday, Labyrinth in Fellowship Hall

Easter Lily Dedication
If you wish to give a contribution in honor or memory of a loved one, please place your order 
by Monday, April 11. Each dedication is $10. You may place your completed form and 
check in the offering plate, mail it to the church office, order online, or contact the church 
at 706-543-4338 or frontdesk@firstpresathens.org with your dedications. Each dedication 

will be listed in the April 17 worship service bulletin.

In Memory of

In Honor of

Given by



EDUCATION – FAITH FORMATION

SUNDAYS FOR CHILDREN
Director of Children’s Ministries: Natalie Bishop 
Nursery Coordinator: Rita Raines 
Children’s Ministry Suite • Infants - 5th Grade

Nursery, 8:30 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.
Children will enjoy playtime, story time, and snack 
time with their church friends in the Nursery Playroom 
and outside on the playground.

Godly Play, 9:45 a.m.-10:45 a.m.
Children are invited to Godly Play during the Sunday 
School hour. Godly Play is an innovative way of 
teaching and learning that helps children “discover” 
who God is rather than being “told” who God is. The 
structure and routine of Godly Play offers children a safe 
space to explore, connect, wonder, and worship God.

Children’s Church, 11:00 a.m. Worship Service
Children are invited to Children’s Church during 
the 11:00 a.m. Worship Service. Children will begin 
worship with their families in the sanctuary and then 
will leave for the Children’s Ministry Suite for Children’s 
Church after the passing of The Peace during the 
11:00 a.m. service. During Children’s Church, 
children will worship together and experience the 
many ways we worship God with our families in 
the sanctuary - listening to God’s Word, singing to 
God, praying to God, and giving to God.

SUNDAYS FOR YOUTH
Director of Youth Ministries: Kim Ness
Middle School Coordinator: Erin Osborne
The PIT (basement level) • 6th - 12th Grade

Middle school and high school will be combined for 
youth group during Lent as we focus on Matthew 
25. In addition to the daily devotionals and online 
40 Day Journey, we will be delving deeper into each 
of the ‘I was” statements on Sunday nights. 

This week, on Mister Roger’s Day, we’ll explore 
Matthew 25:35 “I was a stranger and you welcomed 
me.” Join us in Fellowship Hall for a movie night, 
pizza and discussion from 5-8pm. PARENTS – 
meet in the Atrium to walk over to Ted’s for a time 
of adult fellowship. For more information, visit 
www.fpcathenspit.com.

*While we will not be offering Youth Sunday School, we 
have set up a classroom in the PIT with games, crafts and 
comfy couches if you’d like to come enjoy some peace and 
quiet on Sunday mornings.

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ADULTS
9:45-10:40 a.m.

IN PERSON ONLY
Inquirers • Moses Waddel Room
Thoughtful introspection and lively group discussion 
covering contemporary issues and daily Christian living, 
with guest speakers or DVD studies.
Facilitators: Carl Bergmann (cberg@ccrc.uga.edu), Carla 
Buss (cbuss@uga.edu), Larry Jones (lfjones@uga.edu)

Parents in the PIT • The Pit
This class is an invitation for parents of children 
and youth to come down to the PIT for a time of 
fellowship and support. 
Coordinator: Kim Ness(kness@firstpresathens.org)

HYBRID (in person and over Zoom)
Del Dunn Christian Issues • Room 308
An in-depth study and discussion of scripture – with a 
chapter-by-chapter reading and discussion of Acts of the 
Apostles. Zoom and in-person. 
Coordinator: Susan Landrum (slandrum@uga.edu)
Zoom ID: 875 216 0708, PW: 634175

New Voices • Room 310
Discussion guided by Women In the Bible, by Jaime 
Clark-Soles, with emphasis on women in the lineage 
of Jesus Christ.
Led by: Lewis Hudgins (lewisahudgins@gmail.com)
Zoom ID: 870 1906 3194, PW: 305215

Wayne F. Middendorf Men’s Bible Class  
Bride’s Room, Tinsley Stern
Open and honest discussion in a nonjudgmental atmo-
sphere about various aspects of Christianity. 
Contacts: Ian Hardin (ianhardin1@gmail.com), Jim 
Scanlon (jjtscanlon@yahoo.com)
Zoom ID: 883 5159 0923

Women’s Bible Class • Staff Conference Room
Reading and discussion of the Gospel of Mark.
Zoom ID: 861 8893 3837, PW: 981458

ON HOLD (stay tuned...)
W. D. Hooper • Room 309
The “oldest” Sunday School class at First Pres will 
continue to focus on a Bible Study format. The class 
will resume on a date to be announced.
Led by: Jerris Hayes (jhayefirstpres@gmail.com), Richard 
Lane (rlane@uga.edu)









FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF

             Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor (ryan@firstpresathens.org)
             Dr. Carol Strickland, Associate Pastor (cstrickland@firstpresathens.org)
             The Rev. Margaret Davis, Parish Associate (margaret@firstpresathens.org)
             Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist (jcoble@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Kim Ness, Director of Youth Ministries (kness@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministries (natalie@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Elaine Johnson, Director of Weekday School (elaine@firstpresathens.org)
             Mr. Roger Burbage, Church Administrator (rburbage@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Lucy Bell Johnson, Administrative Assistant for Congregational Care & 			 
                                                      Membership (lbell@firstpresathens.org)
             Mr. Paulo Santos, Communications Specialist (paulo@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Jennifer Sunderlin, Receptionist/Administrative Assistant (frontdesk@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Angie Townsend, Accountant (angie@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Marcy Fabris, Weekday School Administrative Assistant (wds@firstpresathens.org)
             Ms. Rita Raines, Nursery Coordinator
             Mrs. Charlotte Chromiak, Children’s Music Assistant (charlotteposs@gmail.com)
             Mrs. Madeline Van Dyck, Parish Nurse 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SESSION

Ryan Baer, Moderator      Kitty Donnan, Clerk of Session
Carol Strickland, Associate Pastor

	 Class of 2022	    Class of 2023	 Class of 2024
	 Karen Burg	    Sarah Bryan	 Shannon Brooks
	 Michelle Clendenen-Shaw	    Judy Burch	 Phyllis Crowell
	 Kitty Donnan	    Kent Burel	 Kemp Gaskill
	 Rob Haire	    Rod Canfield	 Denise Horton
	 Larry Jones	    Melinda DeMaria	 Paul Lee
	 Andy Jordan	    Jim Dove	 Sharon Logan
	 Jimbo LaBoon	    Mark Hopkins	 Bruce Middendorf
	 Tom Landrum	    Matt Jones	 Randy Riner
	 Beverly Phares    	    Robyn McDonald	 Chuck Toney
	 Smith Wilson	    Keith Oelke	






