
February 20, 2022
8:45 and 11:00 a.m.

Seventh Sunday after Epiphany

In observance of the 
Athens-Clarke County 
indoor mask ordinance, 
please wear a mask. If 
you need a mask, please 
consult an usher. 

Please sign and pass the 
Fellowship Pad, making 
note of new and old friends, 
check in on Facebook, and 
follow us on Instagram 
(firstpresathensga).

The opening line of 
Immortal, Invisible, 
God Only Wise was 
inspired by the three 
divine attributes listed 
in 1 Timothy 1:17. It 
considers how God’s 
life exceeds our own 
finite existence. The 
tune is a Welsh melody 
shaped by many three-
note units.

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD

Welcome to all who are worshipping with us. As we enter a holy space this morning, please 
silence your cell phone.

  Greeting 		                                                       Psalm 118:24
	 This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!

  Prelude              Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound           Craig Phillips

  Words of Welcome and Concerns of the Church

  Song of Gathering                                                           DUKE STREET

	 Let every voice on earth resound,
 	 and joyful hearts hold God adored; 
	 in gladness may God’s courts abound 
	 with songs of praise unto the Lord.

  Call to Worship                                                                 
	 In this sacred space, trust in the Holy Spirit.
	 On this sabbath day, take delight in Jesus Christ.
	 Among the faithful, commit your way to the Lord.
	 Worship the triune God with gladness!

*Hymn 263         Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise                  ST. DENIO  

*Call to Confession

*Prayer of Confession
	 O Christ, the economy of your love is beautiful, expending	
	 goodness and extending lines of forgiveness beyond our 	
	 imagining. The economy of our love is stingy and crooked. 	
	 We invest love where it can be repaid. We spend mercy where 	
	 it yields gain. We advance blessing we can bank on. We hold 	
	 grudges with interest. We do all of this with no recognition 	
	 of how deeply indebted we are to you. Forgive us our debts, 	
	 as we forgive our debtors, we pray with our whole hearts.

*Silent Prayer
	 Lord, have mercy. Amen.

*Assurance of Pardon

In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is 
to create a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 

rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!

*Those who are able may stand.



*Congregational Response                                                       Hymn 579
	 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
	 as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 
	 world without end. Amen, Amen. 

*The Peace
	 Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 
	 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
	 And also with you.

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

  Prayer for Illumination         

  First Lesson                       Psalm 147:1-11
	 This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

  11:00 a.m. Anthem          How Can I Keep from Singing?                       
arr. Mark Schweizer

 	 My life flows on in endless song, above earth’s lamentations. 
	 I hear the real, though far off hymn that hails a new creation. 
	 Above the tumult and the strife, I hear its music ringing. 
	 It sounds an echo in my soul. How can I keep from singing? 
	 When tyrants tremble, sick with fear, and hear their death knell ringing; 
	 when friends rejoice, both far and near, how can I keep from singing? 
	 In prison cell and dungeon vile, our thoughts to them are winging. 
	 When friends by shame are undefiled, how can I keep from singing? 
	 What though the tempest ‘round me roars, I know the truth, it liveth. 
	 What though the darkness ‘round me close, songs in the night it giveth. 
	 No storm can shake my inmost calm, while to that rock I’m clinging. 
	 Since love is lord of heaven and earth, how can I keep from singing? 

  Second Lesson                    John 7:37-52
	 This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

  Sermon                               Living Water                             Dr. Ryan Baer

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

*Hymn 440               In Christ, There Is No East or West                             MCKEE

*Affirmation of Faith                                                  The Apostles’ Creed
	 I believe in God the Father almighty,		
	 Maker of heaven and earth.
	 And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
	 who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
	 born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
	 was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
	 the third day he rose again from the dead;
	 he ascended into heaven,
	 and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
	 from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

	 I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church;
	 the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
	 the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

  Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer                    
	 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 	
	 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
	 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, (cont.)
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The anthem is an 
arrangement of a hymn 
that first appeared in the 
New York Observer on 
August 7, 1868. Baptist 
pastor and musician 
Robert Lowry is usually 
credited for the text and 
tune. The arrangement 
is by American compos-
er Mark Schweizer.

In Christ There Is No 
East or West expands and 
enhances the thematic 
inclusiveness of an 
early 20th-century text 
by adapting the melody 
of traditional African 
American spiritual. 
This pairing marked 
the first use of African 
American music in a 
mainline North Amer-
ican hymnal.

Next to the Nicene 
Creed, The Apostles’ 
Creed is the most 
universally accepted 
doctrinal statement in 
Christendom. Although 
not written by apostles, 
it reflects the theological 
formulations of the first 
century church. Arising 
from an early baptismal 
creed, it underwent 
development, attaining 
its present form in the 
eighth century.



You may mail your check, 
set up an automatic payment 
of your pledge through your 
bank, or donate online 
using this QR code or at 
firstpresathens.org/give.
Thank you for your 
generosity.

The author wrote 
Amazing Grace, How 
Sweet the Sound to 
accompany his sermon 
on 1 Chronicles 17. It 
was originally called 
“Faith’s Review and 
Expectation.”

Texts and music for hymns and 
sung responses reprinted under 
OneLicense.net #A-714861
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	 as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,	
	 but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 	
	 power and the glory, forever. Amen.

  Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings

  Offertory                       Improvisation on St. Denio                   John Coble

	 *Doxology                                                                         Hymn 592
		  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
		  praise him, all creatures here below; 
		  praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
		  praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

	 *Prayer of Dedication

SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD

*Hymn 280         Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound      AMAZING GRACE

 *Charge and Benediction

*Congregational Response                                           TALLIS’ CANON
	 Go with us, Lord, and guide the way 
	 through this and every coming day, 
	 that in your Spirit strong and true 
	 our lives may be our gift to you. 

  Postlude                        Prelude and Fugue in G                        Bach circle

A special word of welcome to our guests: thank you for joining us for worship this morning. 
Please fill out the Fellowship Pad so that we may be in touch. We are delighted you are here and 
look forward to seeing you again.
Nurseries for children 4 years old and younger, available from 8:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m., are located 
next to the Children’s Ministry Suite and are accessible down the stairs in the Atrium and through 
the glass door. Our fully vaccinated nursery staff is excited to welcome our youngest members.

Children, ages 4 years old – 5th Grade, are invited to Children’s Church downstairs in the 
Children’s Ministry Suite during the 11:00 a.m. worship service. To pick up your child after 
the service, please go to the church courtyard entrance of the Children’s Ministry Suite.

WORSHIP LEADERS
Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor
The Rev. Margaret Davis, Parish Associate
Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist

Lay Reader
11:00 a.m. Matt Bishop

USHERS
  8:45 a.m. Michelle Clendenen-Shaw, Jim Dove
11:00 a.m. Jimbo LaBoon III

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN
Bryan Owens

SUNDAY MORNING MANAGER
Rebecca Carlton

FLOWERS
The Sanctuary flowers are given to the glory of God.

TO AID IN WORSHIP
If you need to leave the sanctuary during the 
service, a live video feed is available in the Atrium 
and at 11:00 a.m. is on Facebook and YouTube.
Available in the Narthex or from an usher:
• Personal hearing receivers usable
   anywhere in the sanctuary
• Large-print hymnals, Bibles, bulletins, 
   and hymnsheets
• Sermons from the previous six weeks

CONGREGATIONAL CARE
Prayer requests can be submitted to the church 
office, 706-543-4338, by the Prayer Request 
link on our church website (firstpresathens.org) 
or on the prayer cards in the Fellowship Pads.

NOTES ON THE SERVICE



4

THIS WEEK

Sunday, February 20
  8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Services, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
  9:45 a.m.      Adult Sunday School and Godly Play
11:00 a.m.      Children’s Church, Children’s Ministry Suite
  2:00 p.m.	 Project Safe Thrift Store Work Day, 995 Hawthorne Ave., #7
  7:00 p.m.      Mission and Outreach Commission via Zoom

Monday, February 21 - Presidents’ Day, Church Office Closed

Tuesday, February 22
  7:00 a.m.	 Our Daily Bread Breakfast, First Baptist Church
  9:00 a.m.	 Chair Yoga via Zoom (Zoom ID: 558-324-3907, PW: 6136)
  1:30 p.m.	 Knitting Purls, Parlor
  6:00 p.m.      Stephen Mininstry Meeting via Zoom (ID: 706-543-4338)

Wednesday, February 23
  1:00 p.m.	 Staff Meeting, Staff Conference Room

Thursday, February 24
10:00 a.m.      Endowment Committee Meeting, Staff Conference Room
10:00 a.m.      Josephine Paine Bible Class via Zoom (ID: 706-543-4338)

Sunday, February 27 - PSC Campus Ministry Sunday
  8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Services
  9:45 a.m.      Adult Sunday School and Godly Play
  9:45 a.m.      Last Confirmation Class, The PIT
  5:00 p.m.	 Middle School Youth Group, The PIT
  6:00 p.m.	 High School Youth Group, The PIT

LOOKING AHEAD

March 2 - Ash Wednesday Services, 12:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
CHAIR YOGA
Tuesdays at 9:00 a.m. via Zoom
Zoom ID: 558-324-3907 (PW: 6136)
Join Mel Berzack for a Yoga practice via Zoom 
on Tuesdays at 9:00 a.m. You will need a 
practical chair (preferably no arm rests or side 
restrictions) and (if you have one) a mat for a 
small amount of standing poses. The practice 
will be around one hour-long. All are welcome.

WEEKDAY BIBLE STUDY
Join Dr. Carol Strickland for the Josephine Paine 
Bible Study on 2nd and 4th Thursday mornings 
at 10:00 a.m. The group will study the scripture 
which will be the preacher’s text for the upcoming 
Sunday. Class will be conducted on Zoom for 
now. Go to zoom.com, click “Join a Meeting,” 
follow prompts and enter 706 543 4338 for 
meeting ID. Scripture for 2/24 meeting will be 
John 9:1-41. Everyone welcome!

BLOOD DRIVE UPDATE
A big Thank You to all who participated in last 
week’s Blood Drive. We had 29 individuals sign 
up, 8 walk-ins, 6 volunteers for registration, and of 
course the Red Cross. The Red Cross was hoping 
to receive 25 pints from this drive. They were 
very excited that 29 pints were collected, going 
over their goal. Thank You to all that participated.

PSC CAMPUS MINISTRY SUNDAY
Next Sunday, the students and staff of the 
Presbyterian Student Center at UGA will lead 
us in worship at 8:45 and 11:00 a.m. Rev. Will 
Norman, Executive Campus Minister, will preach 
from John 9 — the story of the man born blind 
— and PSC students will lead liturgy and special 
music. We continue to be grateful for this historic 
partnership, which support not only the multiple 
campuses around Athens, but also children of this 
congregation during their college years! We hope 
to see you next Sunday in worship.



Ash Wednesday
March 2

Worship, 12:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary
Join us for a traditional service including the imposition of ashes. The 7:00 p.m. service will be 
livestreamed on Facebook and YouTube.

EDUCATION – FAITH FORMATION
SUNDAYS FOR CHILDREN
Director of Children’s Ministries: Natalie Bishop 
Nursery Coordinator: Rita Raines 
Children’s Ministry Suite • Infants - 5th Grade
*For the safety of our children, we will continue COVID 
precautions of mask wearing, social distancing and utilizing 
our outdoor spaces as much as possible.

Nursery, 8:30 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.
Children will enjoy playtime, story time, and snack 
time with their church friends in the Nursery Playroom 
and outside on the playground.

Godly Play, 9:45 a.m.-10:00 a.m.
Children are invited to Godly Play during the Sun-
day School hour. Godly Play is an innovative way of 
teaching and learning that helps children “discover” 
who God is rather than being “told” who God is. The 
structure and routine of Godly Play offers children a safe 
space to explore, connect, wonder, and worship God.

Children’s Church, 11:00 a.m. Worship Service
Children are invited to Children’s Church during the 
11:00 a.m. Worship Service. During Children’s Church, 
children will continue to worship together and experi-
ence the many ways we worship God with our families 
in the sanctuary - by listening to God’s Word, singing 
to God, praying to God, and giving to God.

SUNDAYS FOR YOUTH
Director of Youth Ministries: Kim Ness
Middle School Coordinator: Erin Osborne
The PIT (basement level) • 6th - 12th Grade

Sunday School 9:45 - 10:40 a.m.
During the Sunday School hour, middle school and 
high school youth are invited to join Erin for an 
informal time of fellowship, games and conversation 
in the PIT.

Youth Group
It has been so wonderful to be back in person for 
youth group after many zoom gatherings! We have 
an active, thoughtful group of 6th-12th graders 
participating each week and friends are always 
welcome! Typically, middle school meets from 
5:00-6:00 p.m. with high school to follow from 
6:00-7:30 p.m. Together, we are exploring what it 
means to be a Christian teen in today’s changing 
world through games, Bible study, and reflection. 
Each week is always a little different - please visit 
our youth website (www.fpcathenspit.com) for 
more information.

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ADULTS
9:45-10:40 a.m.

IN PERSON ONLY
Inquirers • Moses Waddel Room
Thoughtful introspection and lively group discussion 
covering contemporary issues and daily Christian 
living, with guest speakers or DVD studies.
Facilitators: Carl Bergmann (cberg@ccrc.uga.edu), Carla 
Buss (cbuss@uga.edu), Larry Jones (lfjones@uga.edu)

Parents in the PIT • The Pit
This class is an invitation for parents of children 
and youth to come down to the PIT for a time of 
fellowship and support.
Coordinator: Kim Ness(kness@firstpresathens.org)

HYBRID (in person and over Zoom)
Del Dunn Christian Issues • Room 308
An in-depth study and discussion of scripture – with 
a chapter-by-chapter reading and discussion of Acts 
of the Apostles. Zoom and in-person. 
Coordinator: Susan Landrum (slandrum@uga.edu)
Zoom ID: 875 216 0708, PW: 634175

New Voices • Room 310
Discussion guided by Women In the Bible, by Jaime 
Clark-Soles, with emphasis on women in the lineage 
of Jesus Christ.
Led by: Lewis Hudgins (lewisahudgins@gmail.com)
Zoom ID: 870 1906 3194, PW: 305215

Wayne F. Middendorf Men’s Bible Class  
Bride’s Room, Tinsley Stern
Open and honest discussion in a nonjudgmental 
atmosphere about various aspects of Christianity. 
Contacts: Ian Hardin (ianhardin1@gmail.com), Jim 
Scanlon (jjtscanlon@yahoo.com)
Zoom ID: 883 5159 0923

Women’s Bible Class • Staff Conference Room
Reading and discussion of the Gospel of Mark.
Contact: Denise Horton (denisehhorton@gmail.com)
Zoom ID: 813 2290 3374, PW: 459718

ON HOLD (stay tuned...)
W. D. Hooper • Room 309
The “oldest” Sunday School class at First Pres will 
continue to focus on a Bible Study format. The class 
will resume on a date to be announced.
Led by: Jerris Hayes (jhayefirstpres@gmail.com), Richard 
Lane (rlane@uga.edu)








