First|Presbyterian Church/Athens

In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is
to create a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!

December 26, 2021
10:00 a.m.
First Sunday of Christmas

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD

Welcome to all who are worshipping with us. As we enter a holy space this morning, please
silence your cell phone.

Greeting Psalm 118:24
This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!

Prelude Noél Ecossais (Scotch Carol)
Words of Welcome and Concerns of the Church

Alexandre Guilmant

Congregational Response Hymn 28, stanza 2
Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart, and soul, and
voice; now ye hear of endless bliss: Jesus Christ was born for
this! He hath opened heaven’s door, and we are blest forever
more. Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this!

Call to Worship
Let us praise the name of the Lord!
God commanded and we were created.
Leaders and followers, old and young, all of God’s beloved children,
all people everywhere as with the angels, let us come and praise the
exalted name of the Lord.
Let us worship God.

*Hymn 41 O Come, All Ye Faithful ADESTE FIDELES

*Call to Confession

*Prayer of Confession

Holy God, though we are in awe of the dawn of your light in Jesus

Christ, we remain self-centered and cling to the sin of the world.

We celebrate the birth of our savior, yet we struggle in our com-
mitment to follow him. We are called to pursue justice, love kind-
ness, and walk humbly with you; yet we are content to seek our own
comfort and conveniently ignore the cries of those in need. By the
light of the Christ child, lead us on a path of goodness and righteous-
ness, as we seek to love all of your bountiful creation.

*Silent Prayer
Lord, have mercy. Amen.

* Assurance of Pardon

*Those who are able may stand.

In observance of the
Athens-Clarke County
indoor mask ordinance,
please wear a mask. If
you need a mask, please
consult an usher.

Please sign and pass the
Fellowship Pad, making
note of new and old friends,
check in on Facebook, and
Sfollow us on Instagram
(firstpresathensga).

From its Roman
Catholic origins, the
18th-century hymn O
Come, All Ye Faithful
has spread to world-
wide use by many
denominations in both
Latin and vernacular
versions. Once popular
with many hymn texts,
this tune is now firmly
associated with this
Christmas text from
which it is named.



Gentle Mary Laid Her
Child, a 20th-century
Christmas text by an
English-Canadian
clergyman, was original-
ly a poem called “The
Manger Prince.” It
gains an antique flavor
by being set to a late
medieval song associated
with springtime. The
tune name means “The
flowering time is near.”

Next to the Nicene
Creed, The Apostles’
Creed is the most
universally accepted
doctrinal statement in
Christendom. Although
not written by apostles,
it reflects the theological
formulations of the first
century church. Arising
from an early baptismal
creed, it underwent
development, attaining
its present form in the
eighth century.

You may mail your check,
set up an automatic payment
of your pledge through your
bank, or donate online
using this QR code or at
firstpresathens.org/
home/giving. Thank you
for your generosity.

*Congregational Response Hymn 28, stanza 3
Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart, and soul, and
voice; now ye need not fear the grave; Jesus Christ was born
to save! Calls you one and calls you all to gain the everlasting
hall. Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save!

*The Peace
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

Prayer for Illumination

First Lesson Psalm 32:1-2
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.
Second Lesson John 1:19-34

This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Sermon The Rev. Margaret Davis

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD
*Hymn 27

Witness to the Light

Gentle Mary Laid Her Child
TEMPUS ADEST FLORIDUM

* Affirmation of Faith The Apostles” Creed
I believe in God the Father almighty,

Maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead;

he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of
God the Father Almighty;

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church;
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings
David Schelat
Hymn 592

Offertory Pastorale on Adeste, fideles

*Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication



SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD

*Hymn 29
*Charge and Benediction

*Congregational Response

Gloria in excelsis Deo; gloria in excelsis Deo.

Postlude

Texts and music for hymns and sung responses reprinted under OneLicense.net #4-714861

Go, Tell It on the Mountain

Improvisation on Adeste, fideles

Like other material from
oral traditions, 19th-cen-
tury African-American
spirituals flourished with-
out being written down.
Their refrains were their
most stable parts, and
narrative stanzas were
often improvised to fit.
Go, Teéll Is on the Mountain
recalls that tradition.

GOTELLIT

Hymn 23, refrain

John Coble

A special word of welcome to our guests: thank you for joining us for worship this morning.
Please fill out the Fellowship Pad so that we may be in touch. We are delighted you are here and

look forward to seeing you again.

NOTES ON THE SERVICE

WORSHIP LEADERS
Dr. Carol Strickland, Associate Pastor

The Reverend Margaret Davis, Parish Associate
Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist

Lay Reader
Carol McKay

USHERS
John Simpson, Terry Nestor, Mary Peace

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIANS
Bryan Owens, Jack Palmer

SUNDAY MORNING MANAGER
Rebecca Carlton

FLOWERS
The poinsettias are given to the glory of God.

TO AID IN WORSHIP

If you need to leave the sanctuary during the

service, a live video feed is available in the Atrium

and at 11:00 a.m. 1s on Facebook and YouTube.

Available in the Narthex or from an usher:

* Personal hearing receivers usable
anywhere in the sanctuary

* Large-print hymnals, Bibles, bulletins,
and hymnsheets

* Sermons from the previous six weeks

CONGREGATIONAL CARE

Prayer requests can be submitted to the church
office, 706-543-4338, by the Prayer Request
link on our church website (firstpresathens.org)
or on the prayer cards in the Fellowship Pads.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMMITMENT REMINDER

Thank you to all who have made a financial
commitment for 2022. We depend on
the generosity of everyone to support our
ministries and missions. If you have not yet
made your commitment, please do so by
December 30 at noon so the Session can plan
the 2022 budget. You may mail your estimate
of giving to the church office, or submit it
online at firstpresathens.org/home/giving. If
you have any questions, please contact Roger
Burbage at rburbage@firstpresathens.org.

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING

Join with congregations from around the United
States and give to our annual Christmas Joy
Oftfering which will help support past, present, and
future leaders in the Presbyterian Church. Please
give generously.

INTERESTED IN MEMBERSHIP?

Join us for “First Things,” an informative class
about First Presbyterian Church, 1:30-3:00 p.m.,
Sunday, January 9, 2022. Please call the church
office (706-543-4338) or e-mail Lucy Bell Johnson
at Ibell@firstpresathens.org to make a reservation.



Be the Light - Outreach Opportunities

Holiday Benevolence Market — Instead of giving physical gifts to family and friends who don’t
need another thing, choose symbolic gifts on the shopping list of 26 mostly local agencies. Do so by
mail by December 31. Sce shopping list at tinyurl.com/FPChbm.

Holiday Meals on Wheels — Help cover the cost of one or more meals on Thanksgiving,
Christmas, or New Year’s by making a financial contribution* by December 31.

Family Promise of Athens — Help us host homeless families through January 2 through Family
Promise. Sign up with Susan Boatwright at boatwright.susan@gmail.com or Jean Bock at jbock@
bellsouth.net to take a shift or bring a meal. Please note the location change! The families will stay at
Milledge Avenue Baptist Church so volunteers report there, not our church.

* For financial contributions make your check to First Presbyterian Church and note cause in memo line, or
give online at FirstPresAthens.org and select appropriate fund in drop-down menu.

2022-23 Weekday School

First Pres Weekday School registration for Fall 2022 begins for in-house students on Tuesday,
January 18. On Friday, January 21 at noon, community registration begins. Our Weekday School
is a half-day church preschool serving 3 months through 5 years. Questions? Call our director,
Elaine Johnson, at (706) 206-8180 or e-mail elaine@firstpresathens.org.

THIS WEEK

Sunday, December 26 - First Sunday after Christmas
10:00 a.m.  Service, The Rev. Margaret Davis preaching

Monday, December 27 - Church Office Closed

Tuesday, December 28
7:00 a.m.  Our Daily Bread Breakfast, First Baptist Church

Friday, December 31 - Church Office Closed
10:00 a.m.  Meals on Wheels Delivery

Saturday, January 1 - New Years’ Day

Sunday, January 2 - Communion Sunday
10:00 a.m.  Service, Dr. Carol Strickland preaching
LOOKING AHEAD

January 9 - Ordination and Installation of Elders, “First Things” New Member Class
January 18 - Weekday School Registration for Fall 2022 Begins
January 30 - Annual Congregational Meeting



O Come, All Ye Faithful

ADESTE FIDELES

John Francis Wade (c. 1740-1743)
Trans. Frederick Qakeley, 1841

6.6.10.5.6 with refrain

41

John Francis Wade (c. 1740-1743)
Harm. The English Hymnal, 1906
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1. O come, all ye  faith - ful, Joy - ful and tri’- um - phant, O
2. Yea, Lord,we greet Thee, Bornthis hap-py morn - ing,
*3. Sing, choirs of a2n - gels, Sing in ex -ul - ta - tion!
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Come, and be - hold Him, Born the King of an - gels!
Word  of the Fa - ther, Now in flesh ap - pear - ing!
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#Alternate harmonization and descant for stanza 3, 42



Gentle Mary Laid Her Child

Joseph Simpson Cook, 1919
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Piage Cantiones, 1582

Arr. Ernest C. MacMillan, 1930
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There He lay, the un - de - filed, To the world a stran - ger.
Heav-en’s star shone bright-ly  forth, Glo-ry all a - round Him.
He is  still the un - de - filed, But no more a stran - ger.
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Such a babe in such a place, Can He be the Sav - ior?
Shep-berds saw the won-drous sight, Heard the an-gels sing - ing;
Son of God,of hum-ble birih, Beau - ti - ful the sto - 1y,
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Text: Words copyright © 1956, 1958 by Gordon V. Thompson, Ltd., Teronto, Canada, International copyright secured.
Used by permission of Carl Fischer, Inc,, New York, agents on behalf of Alta Lind Cook and Gordon V, Thompsoen, Ltd.



Go, Tell It on the Mountain

GO TELL IT

Stanzas, John W. Work II (1872-1925)

7.6.7.6 with refrain

29

African-American spiritual
Arr. John W, Work III, 1940

Harm. and adapt. Melva Wilson Costen, 1987
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Go, tell it on the moun - tain That Je - sus Christ is born!
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1. While shep-herds kept their watch-ing O’er  si - lent flocks by  night,
2. The shep-herdsfeared and trem-bled When lo! a - bove the earth,
3. Down in a low-ly man-ger The hum-ble Christwas born,
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Be - hold through-out the heav-ens Thereshone a ho - ly  light.
Rang out the  an-gel cho-rus That hailed our Sav - for’s  birth.
And God sent us sal - va-tion That bless-ed Christ-mas morn.
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Music: Harmonization and adaptation @ 1989 by Melva Wilson Costen, All rights reserved. Used by permission.



FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SESSION

Ryan Baer, Moderator  Kitty Donnan, Clerk of Session
Carol Strickland, Associate Pastor

Crass oF 2021 CLass OF 2022 Crass oF 2023
Jennifer Walden Abbott Karen Burg Sarah Bryan
Michelle Clendenen-Shaw  Kitty Donnan Judy Burch
Elizabeth Earl Larry Jones Kent Burel
Ed Ferguson Andy Jordan Rod Canfield
Rob Haire Jimbo LaBoon Melinda DeMaria
Grace Lu Tom Landrum Jim Dove
Chris Pope Beverly Phares Mark Hopkins
Mixon Robinson Smith Wilson Matt Jones
Rosemary Stancil Robyn McDonald
Keith Oclke

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF

Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor (ryan@firstpresathens.org)

Dr. Carol Strickland, Associate Pastor (cstrickland@firstpresathens. org)

The Rev. Margaret Davis, Parish Associate (margaret@firstpresathens.org)

Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist (jcoble@firstpresathens.org)

Mrs. Kim Ness, Director of Youth Ministries (kness@firstpresathens. org)

Mrs. Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministries (natalie@firstpresathens. org)

Mrs. Elaine Johnson, Director of Weekday School (elaine@firstpresathens. org)

Mr. Roger Burbage, Church Administrator (rburbage @firstpresathens.org)

Mrs. Lucy Bell Johnson, Administrative Assistant for Congregational Care &
Membership (lbell@firstpresathens. org)

Mr. Paulo Santos, Communications Specialist (paulo@firstpresathens.org)

Mrs. Jennifer Sunderlin, Receptionist/Administrative Assistant (frontdesk @firstpresathens. org)

Mrs. Angie Townsend, Accountant (angie@firstpresathens.org)

Mrs. Marcy Fabris, Weekday School Administrative Assistant (wds@furstpresathens. org)

Ms. Rita Raines, Nursery Coordinator

Mrs. Charlotte Chromiak, Children’s Music Assistant (charlotteposs@gmail.com)

Mrs. Madeline Van Dyck, Parish Nurse




