
December 24, 2021
6:00 and 8:00 p.m.
Nativity of the Lord

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD

Welcome to all who are worshipping with us. As we enter this holy space this evening, please silence your cell phone. 
Consult an usher if you need a personal hearing device, large-print bulletin or large-print hymnal.
 

  Prelude                           Fanfare: “Hark, the Herald Angels Sing”                             Alec Wyton

                                                  Angels We Have Heard on High                                Charles W. Ore

                                           Christmas Prelude on Divinum Mysterium               John R. Watkinson

                                                           A Wreath of Carols                        Margaret Vardell Sandresky

                                                                  Adeste fideles                                         Jeanne Demessieux

                                                    Chorale Prelude on “Silent Night”                                  Samuel Barber

  Words of Welcome

  Lighting of the Christ Candle  

*Hymn 41                                      O Come, All Ye Faithful                                 ADESTE FIDELES

*Call to Confession

*Prayer of Confession      
	 Holy God, you have come among us in Jesus Christ, hallowing our humanity and 
	 embodying love. We confess that we have turned from the path Jesus has marked, failing
 	 to claim all you intend for us, withholding love from our neighbors and ourselves. 
	 Forgive us. Be born anew in us, that our lives might reflect Christ’s radiant light.

*Silent Prayer
	 Lord, have mercy. Amen.

*Assurance of Pardon

*Congregational Response                                                                              Hymn 28, Stanza 1
	 Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart, and soul, and voice; 
	 give ye heed to what we say; Jesus Christ is born today; 
	 ox and ass before him bow, and he is in the manger now. 
	 Christ is born today! Christ is born today!

*The Peace
	 Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 
	 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
	 And also with you. 
	 Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you. 

*Those who are able may stand.

In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is to create 
a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 

rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!



		  HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

  Carol                                                            On Christmas Night                         Ralph Vaughan Williams
	 On Christmas night all Christians sing, to hear the news the angels bring; 
	 on Christmas night all Christians sing to heart the news the angels bring: 
	 news of great joy, news of great mirth, news of our merciful King’s birth. 
	 When sin departs before thy grace, then life and health come in its place: 
	 when sin departs before thy grace, then life and health come in its place: 
	 angels rejoice with us and sing, all for to see the newborn King. 
	 All out of darkness we have light which made the angels sing this night; 
	 all out of darkness we have light which made the angels sing this night: 
	 Glory to God in highest heaven, peace on earth, and goodwill. Amen. 

   Scripture Lesson                                  Luke 2:1-14
	 This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

  Sermon                                              The Same Old Story                                     Dr. Ryan Baer

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

*Hymn 23                                  Angels We Have Heard on High                                                GLORIA

*Affirmation of Faith                                                                                                      Philippians 2:5b-11
	 We trust in Christ Jesus,  
		  who, though he was in the form of God, 
    		  did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 
	 but emptied himself, 
   		  taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. 
	 And being found in human form, 
   		  he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death— 
    		  even death on a cross.
	 Therefore God also highly exalted him  
   		   and gave him the name that is above every name,
	 so that at the name of Jesus 
   		   every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
	 and every tongue should confess 
   		   that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

  Christmas Eve Offering

	 Offertory                                       In the Bleak Midwinter                                            John Bertalot
			  In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan, earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone; 
			  snow had fallen, snow on snow, in the bleak midwinter, long ago. 
			  Our God, heaven cannot hold him, nor earth sustain; heaven and earth shall flee away when he
			  comes to reign: in the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed the Lord God incarnate, Jesus Christ.
			  Angels and archangels may have gathered there, cherubim and seraphim thronged the air; 
			  but his mother only in her maiden bliss, worshipped the beloved with a kiss. 
			  What can I give him, poor as I am? If I were shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
			  if I were a wise man I would do my part; yet what I can I give him: give my heart. 

*Hymn 53                                          What Child Is This                                              GREENSLEEVES

*Prayer of Dedication

  Sacrament of Holy Communion

	   Invitation to the Lord’s Table

  	 The Great Thanksgiving  
		  The Lord be with you.
		  And also with you.
		  Lift up your hearts.
		  We lift them to the Lord.
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		  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
					     It is right to give our thanks and praise...

	 Sanctus                                                          

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				

	 Memorial Acclamation

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 Great Amen

    
  
  
 

 
 
 

  
The Lord’s Prayer              	                                                                                           Hymnal, p. 16
	 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 	
	 be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
	 our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
	 from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

  	 Breaking of the Bread and Giving of the Cup

    	 Communion of the People 

	 Prayer after Communion
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Please see FirstPresAthens.org for more information about the life of the church.
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SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD

  Lighting of the Candles
	 When lighting your candle, please tilt the unlighted candle toward the flame of the lighted candle.

  Hymn 60                                          Silent Night, Holy Night                                              STILLE NACHT 

  Benediction                                                                                                  

*Hymn 40                                              Joy to the World!                                              ANTIOCH

*Postlude                                         Toccata on ANTIOCH                                               Craig Phillips

As you exit the building, please extinguish your candle and 
place it in one of the baskets on the sanctuary porch.

   Texts and music for hymns and sung responses reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-714861

NOTES ON THE SERVICE

The poinsettias are given to the glory of God and in memory and honor of our loved ones.
We thank the Flower Committee for decorating our church and sanctuary during Advent and 
Christmas.

WORSHIP LEADERS
Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor

Dr. Carol Strickland, Associate Pastor
Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist

USHERS
6:00 p.m. Jimbo LaBoon, Dick Ferguson, Ed Ferguson, Keith Oelke, John Simpson, Bo Thurston

8:00 p.m. Michell Clendenen-Shaw, Kent Burel

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIANS
Bryan Owens, Jack Palmer

ANNOUNCEMENTS
COMMITMENT REMINDER
Thank you to all who have made a financial 
commitment for 2022. We depend on 
the generosity of everyone to support our 
ministries and missions. If you have not yet 
made your commitment, please do so by 
December 30 at noon so the Session can plan 
the 2022 budget. You may mail your estimate 
of giving to the church office, or submit it 
online at firstpresathens.org/home/giving. If 
you have any questions, please contact Roger 
Burbage at rburbage@firstpresathens.org.

INTERESTED IN MEMBERSHIP?
Join us for “First Things,” an informative class 
about First Presbyterian Church, 1:30 – 3:00 p.m., 
Sunday, January 9, 2022. Please call the church 
office (706-543-4338) or e-mail Lucy Bell Johnson 
at lbell@firstpresathens.org to make a reservation.



Tonight’s Offering

Tonight’s offering will benefit Partner for People and Place (peopleandplace.org), the 
economic development arm of Bethlehem Ministry. FPC has supported Bethlehem Ministry 
for many years in its efforts to aid the poor of northeast Haiti. Since 2000, PPP has been 
helping Haitian farmers implement sustainable agricultural practices and develop a market 
economy. The small farmers have formed agricultural cooperatives in village after village 
in the mountains around Terrier Rouge. They are planting drought-resistant crops. They 
are learning to save seeds for the next year’s planting. The cooperatives have recently built 
a roadside stand on the main highway from Cap Haitian to the Dominican Republic to 
sell fresh produce directly to consumers. This economic development work has been 
outstanding. From PPP’s website: “Our efforts may not put anyone on Easy Street, but 
they do improve a family’s welfare and economic security, not to mention, its dignity. 
It keeps food on the table, kids in school, and gives a family more resilience to life’s 
unexpected calamities. It also sets a good course for the next generation. It breaks the 
cycle of generational poverty.”

If you wish to write a check, make it to FPC and note “Xmas Eve/Haiti PPP.” You 
may also give via our website at firstpresathens.org/give (please choose “Xmas Eve – 
Haiti PPP” under “Select a fund”). All gifts are appreciated.

Thank you if you brought disposable diapers tonight to benefit the Athens Area Diaper 
Bank (athensareadiaperbank.com). Many parents who cannot afford diapers will leave 
their baby in a soiled diaper or else reuse a dirty diaper. Food stamps and WIC do not 
cover diapers.  We will still be accepting diapers for this drive through December 30.












