
                                                                                 Silent Night                                                       STILLE NACHT
Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright,
Round yon virgin mother and child! Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight,
Glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing: “Alleluia;
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born.”

Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from Thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord at Thy birth.

Silent night, holy night! Wondrous star, lend thy light;
With the angels let us sing, “Alleluia to our King;
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born.”

	

                                                                  It Came Upon the Midnight Clear                                                    CAROL
		  It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old, 
		  from angels bending near the earth, to touch their harps of gold: 
		  “Peace on the earth, good will to all, from heaven’s all-gracious King”: 
		  The world in solemn stillness lay, to hear the angels sing.

		  For lo, the days are hastening on, by prophet bards of foretold, 
		  when with the ever-circling years comes round the age of gold; 
		  when peace shall over all the earth its ancient splendors fling, 
		  and the whole world give back the song which now the angels sing.
	

                                                                           *Joy to the World                                                             ANTIOCH
		  Joy to the world! The Lord is come: Let earth receive her King.
		  Let every heart prepare Him room, and heaven and nature sing. 
		  And heaven and nature sing, And heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 

Joy to the world! The Savior reigns: Let us our songs employ; 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make His blessings flow far as the curse is found, 
Far as the curse is found, far as, far as the curse is found. 

He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness, and wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, and wonders, wonders of His love. 

	

	 As you exit the sanctuary, please place your candle in one of the baskets available outside the sanctuary doors.

We hope you have a very Merry Christmas! 

Please see firstpresathens.org for more information about the life of the church.

A special word of welcome to our guests: thank you for joining us for worship this afternoon. Please fill out the 
fellowship pad so that we may be in touch. We are delighted you are here and look forward to seeing you again.
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Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor
Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist
Reader: Natalie Bishop (Director of Children’s Ministries)

Artists: Dr. Carol Strickland (Associate Pastor), 	
		     Laura Seward
Ushers: The Ness, Palmer and Seward Families
Audiovisual Technicians: Bryan Owens, Jack Palmer
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Welcome! Thank you for joining us for this service that we hope will be engaging for everyone, 
but designed with the youngest members of our church family in mind. Please silence your cell phones

 as we enter this holy space and see an usher if you need any assistance.

  Prelude		  	                                          Go, Tell It on the Mountain                                              A. D. Miller

  Welcome 	 			       Dr. Ryan Baer

  Lighting of the Christ Candle		

  Call to Worship		
We come to hear again the story of Jesus’ birth.
We come to sing the good news of the Word made flesh.
We come to renew our faith that the light of God’s love shines in the darkness,
and the darkness has never put it out.
Let us open our hearts in joyful worship! 

*Carol		  		                                          O Come, All Ye Faithful                                          ADESTE FIDELES

  Opening Prayer 		
		  Good and gracious God, on this holy night you gave us your son, 
		  the Lord of the universe, wrapped in swaddling clothes, 
		  the Savior of all, lying in a manger. 
		  On this holy night draw us into the mystery of your love. 

		  Join our voices with the heavenly host that we may sing your glory on high. 
		  Give us a place among the shepherds that we may find the one for whom we have waited, 
		  Jesus Christ, the Messiah and Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
		  one God, forever and ever. Amen.

  Nativity Story: Bethlehem waits quietly                                       from Godly Play, Children’s Liturgy for Christmas Eve

  Carol		  		                                    O Little Town of Bethlehem                                                          ST. LOUIS

  Nativity Story: Mary and Joseph come from Nazareth

  Carol		  		                                      Once in Royal David’s City                                                               IRBY

  Nativity Story: Jesus is born

  Carol		  		                                              Away in a Manger                                                           MUELLER

  Nativity Story: The angels appear to the shepherds

  Carol				                                          Hark! The Herald Angels Sing                                            MENDELSSOHN

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King.
peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, join the triumph of the skies;
with the angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”

		  Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”

  Nativity Story: Magi come to worship

  Carol				                                                 We Three Kings                                       THREE KINGS OF ORIENT

We three kings of Orient are, bearing gifts we traverse afar,
Field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star.

		  O star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright; 
		  Westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light! 

Glorious now behold Him arise, King and God and Sacrifice;
Alleluia, Alleluia sounds through the earth and skies.

		  O star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright; 
		  Westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light! 

  Christmas Eve Offering		    
	 Our Christmas Eve offering will support Partner for People and Place, an outgrowth of Bethlehem Ministry in Haiti. We 		
	 are also receiving disposable diapers to benefit the Athens Area Diaper Bank. Thank you for your generosity.

  Offertory Carol	 ‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime	 See insert

  Prayer of Dedication

  Spreading the Light 
	 Jesus is the light of the world. We carry this light into the darkness. As you receive the light with your candle,  
	 tilt your unlit candle toward the flame of the upright, lit candle next to you. Watch the sanctuary glow with 
	 the light of Christ!

*Those who are able to may stand.

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem! 
Come, and behold Him, born the King of angels! 

O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord! 

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation! 
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God, all glory in the highest! 

O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord! 

O little town of Bethlehem, 
how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
the silent stars go by.
Yet in the dark streets shineth 
the everlasting light;
The hopes and fears of all the years 
are met in thee tonight.

O holy Child of Bethlehem, 
descend to us, we pray; 
Cast out our sin and enter in, 
be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels 
the great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us, 
our Lord Emmanuel.

Once in Royal David’s city
Stood a lowly cattle shed.
Where a mother laid her baby
In a manger for His bed.
Mary was that mother mild,
Jesus Christ that little child.

He came down to earth from Heaven,
Who is God and Lord of all.
And his shelter was a stable,
And his cradle was a stall.
With the poor and mean and lowly,
Lived on earth our Savior Holy.

Away in a manger, no crib for His bed, 
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head. 
The stars in the sky looked down where He lay, 
The little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay. 

The cattle are lowing, the poor Baby wakes, 
But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes. 
I love thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky, 
And stay by my cradle ‘til morning is nigh.
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