In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is
to create a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!

December 19, 2021
8:45 and 11:00 a.m.
Fourth Sunday of Advent

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD

Welcome to all who are worshipping with us. As we enter a holy space this morning, please
silence your cell phone.

Greeting Psalm 118:24
This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!

Prelude Besangon Wayne L. Wold
Words of Welcome and Concerns of the Church

Moment for Mission  Christinas Joy Offering Mark Hopkins
Lighting of the Advent Wreath
Congregational Response VENI EMMANUEL

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

Call to Worship
Keep watch! For the One who brings peace is coming.
We wait in anticipation for Christ.
We wait for God’s revealing of joy. Remain alert!
Love is coming to dwell among us. Hope draws near.

*Hymn 12 People, Look East

*Call to Confession

BESANCON

*Prayer of Confession

O God, giver of all good gifts, we come before you as children in
need of your wisdom and grace. Our fears and our hopes are
braided together in the rhythm of daily life. Our visions of the
future depend on our own hands and ability. Our expectations
remain reasonable and within our control. Break into this tangle
of fear and hope, bringing peace to our souls. Break into our
vision of the future, returning us to your hands. Break into our
expectations, awakening us with curiosity and wonder; through
Jesus Christ our Lord.

*Silent Prayer
Lord, have mercy. Amen.

*Assurance of Pardon
*Those who are able may stand.

Please sign and pass the
Fellowship Pad, making
note of new and old friends,
check in on Facebook, and
follow us on Instagram
(firstpresathensga).

During the season of Ad-
vent, our wreath will be lit
each Sunday by elders-elect
who will begin their service
on the session in 2022.
8:45: Sharon Logan
11:00: Shannon Brooks

People, Look East was
written to provide a
new Advent text for
an existing carol tune,
here named for the
city in eastern France
where it originated.
The author has imag-
inatively expressed the
cosmic implications
of Christ’s coming by
addressing each stanza
to a part of creation.



CONFIRMATION
Crass or 2021
Mentor

Family

Troy ALDRICH
Chuck Toney
Courtney and Jason
Aldrich

CAMILLE ATTAWAY
Mary Catherine Smith
Mary and Joe Attaway

CLAIRE BRUNER
Judy Burch
Lia and Chris Bruner

BEN CAREY
Dan Trier
Sarah and John Carey

EmvA CLARKE
Julie Knowlton
Susan and Wes Clarke

Cate DEMARIA
Laura Toney
Melinda and Don
DeMaria

Lorenzo FISCHETTI
Jerry Rogers

Madie and Carmine
Fischetti

LAaNE HoLLOWAY
Jean Martin-Williams
Joy and Jay Holloway

KatE NEss
Jordan Osborne
Kim and Erik Ness

JACKSON PARKER
Phillip Manning
Shelly and Jason Parker

SAM SEWARD
_John Brantley
Laura and Edgar
Seward

SLOANE TURNER
April Rooker
Kim and John Turner

*Congregational Response Hymn 3, stanza 1
Comfort, comfort you my people,

tell of peace, thus says our God;

comfort those who sit in darkness

bowed beneath oppression’s load.

Speak you to Jerusalem

of the peace that waits for them;

tell them that their sins I cover,

and their warfare now is over.

*The Peace
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

11:00 a.m. Blessing of the Confirmands
HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

Prayer for Illumination

First Lesson Psalm 130:5-8
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

11:00 a.m. Anthem Cold, the Winter Mark Schweizer
American composer, publisher, and author Mark Schweizer died in 2019. The publishing
company which he founded, St. James Music Press, has discovered previously unknown
works by Schweizer. Cold, the Winter is one such work. It was published in October, 2021.

Cold, the winter, bright, the star, leading shepherds from afar,

here the hopes of nations are: Glory in excelsis.

Dark, the stable, soft, the hay, where the baby Jesu lay,

on the world’s dividing day: Glory in excelsis.

Love: the mother, love: the child, every soul that saw them smiled.

Hope and heaven, reconciled: Glory in excelsis.

Sing, all angels! Send the sound ringing through the world around.

By God’s grace, salvation found: Glory in excelsis.

Second Lesson John 1:1-18
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Sermon Word Made Flesh Dr. Ryan Baer

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

Joy to the World! ANTIOCH

The Apostles’ Creed

*Hymn 40

* Affirmation of Faith
I believe in God the Father almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead;

he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of
God the Father Almighty;

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church;
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.



Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings

Offertory Marcel Dupré

Hymn 592

In dulci jubilo

*Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication

SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD
*Hymn 28 Good Christian Friends, Rejoice

*Charge and Benediction

IN DULCIJUBILO

*Congregational Response VENI EMMANUEL, refrain
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!

Postlude Johann Sebastian Bach
Texts and music for hymns and sung responses reprinted under OneLicense.net #4-714861

In dulci jubilo

You may mail your check,
set up an automatic payment
of your pledge through your
bank, or donate online
using this QR code or at
firstpresathens.org/
home/giving. Thank you
for your generosity.

El;AegE

The carol In dulci jubilo
was originally in two
languages: Latin and
German, making it

a “macaronic” carol.
The English version is
a paraphrase by John
Mason Neale.

A special word of welcome to our guests: thank you for joining us for worship this morning.
Please fill out the Fellowship Pad so that we may be in touch. We are delighted you are here and

look forward to seeing you again.

Nurseries for children 4 years old and younger, available from 8:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m., are located
next to the Children’s Ministry Suite and are accessible down the stairs in the Atrium and through
the glass door. Our fully vaccinated nursery staff is excited to welcome our youngest members.

NOTES ON THE SERVICE

WORSHIP LEADERS FLOWERS
Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor The poinsettias are given to the glory of God.
Dr. Carol Strickland, Associate Pastor TO AID IN WORSHIP

Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist

Lay Reader
11:00 a.m. Dan Nadenicek

USHERS
8:45 a.m. Terry Nestor, John Simpson

11:00 a.m. Jimbo LaBoon, Denise LaBoon,
Emily LaBoon

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIAN
Jack Palmer

SUNDAY MORNING MANAGERS
Rebecca Carlton

If you need to leave the sanctuary during the

service, a live video feed is available in the Atrium

and at 11:00 a.m. is on Facebook and YouTube.

Available in the Narthex or from an usher:

* Personal hearing receivers usable
anywhere in the sanctuary

* Large-print hymnals, Bibles, bulletins,
and hymnsheets

* Sermons from the previous six weeks

CONGREGATIONAL CARE

Prayer requests can be submitted to the church
office, 706-543-4338, by the Prayer Request
link on our church website (firstpresathens.org)
or on the prayer cards in the Fellowship Pads.



Poinsettias are placed in the sanctuary
to the glory of God and in memory of:

All those lost to the Covid pandemic

Kay Avery

Dr. & Mrs. Winfield Morgan
Baldwin, Jr. (Skeets and Jinx)

Liz Brabazon

Olin & Eula Mae Brooks

Rev. W. E. Brown

Marian and Ken Carr

Paul Clark

Al & Elizabeth Deschner

David H. Donnan

Elise Donohue

Bolling & Mary Neil DuBose

Delmer Delano Dunn

Reese & Margaret Ellison

Edwina Ferguson

Kevin Garrison

Rosevelyn Garrison

Granddad

Flem & Peggy Hall

Buck & Katherine Hally

Allison Bishop Hays

Jim & Polly Hartford

Catherine & Junith Johnson

Rev. James Renwick Kennedy, Jr.

Rev. Dorothy M. Kipp
Dr. John Kipp

Mary A. Koehler

Jack & Judy Koetzle
Chris Lewis

Dick Lewis

Jim Lindsey

Don & Jane Lowe
Carol Lunde

Bob & Sue Marion

CPL Evan Andrew Marshall
Dr. Elizabeth Hulsey Marshall
Nicholas Taylor Marshall
Thomas Allan Marshall
Arthur & Andrew McKay
Mary Gilbert Mell

Kate Middendorf

Buddy & Agnes Milner
Dr. Tommy Milner

James T. O’Brien

Merritt & Be Oclke

Bob Phares

Nancy Pittman

Herman F. Quante
[sabelle W. Quante

John Wesley Reed
Michael Warren Reed
Verna & Albert Reigle
Cornelia W. Scanlon
Merideth Sheskey

Garey L. Simpson

John E. Simpson

J. Ely Simpson, Jr.

Nancy Sims

Marcia Jean Deschner Snow
Grace & Bob Stephens
Susan Tisdale

Wilbur Tisdale

Marian & Max Wendler
Genevieve Wilfong
Joseph Avery Wilfong I1I
Joseph Avery Wilfong, Jr.
Joseph Avery Wilfong, Sr.
Kathleen Henson Wilfong

Mr. & Mrs. William Sidney Wilfong

Poinsettias are placed in the sanctuary
to the glory of God and in honor of:

Bob & Mary Burton Granny

Kitty Camp Carlton Newton Mell

Dagny & Adelaide Coleman Peg Phares

Ann B. Downs Carolyn Hally & Katherine Queen
Family Promise Guests & Volunteers Holly & Jeremiah Shepherd

FPC Clergy & Staff Noél & Dean Shepherd

FPC Staff & Session



ANNOUNCEMENTS

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING

Today we have the opportunity to join with
congregations from around the United States and
give to our annual Christmas Joy Offering which
will help support past, present, and future leaders
in the Presbyterian Church. Please give generously.

COMMITMENT REMINDER

Thank you to all who have made a financial
commitment for 2022. We depend on
the generosity of everyone to support our
ministries and missions. If you have not yet
made your commitment, please do so by
December 30 at noon so the Session can plan
the 2022 budget. You may mail your estimate
of giving to the church office, or submit it

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES
OFFERING

Please bring disposable diapers to support
the Athens Area Diaper Bank. The evening’s
offering will support Partner for People and
Place, an outgrowth of Bethlehem Ministry in
Haiti which works to break the cycle of poverty
and environmental collapse with sustainable
farming and developing economic strategies.

INTERESTED IN MEMBERSHIP?

Join us for “First Things,” an informative class
about First Presbyterian Church, 1:30 — 3:00
p.m., Sunday, January 9, 2022. Please call the
church oftice (706-543-4338) or e-mail Lucy

online at firstpresathens.org/home/giving. If
you have any questions, please contact Roger
Burbage at rburbage@firstpresathens.org.

Bell Johnson at lbell@firstpresathens.org to
make a reservation.

Service of the Longest Night
Today, December 19, 7:00 p.m.

Join us tonight at 7:00 p.m. for the Service of the Longest Night. The service takes its name from the
fact that in the Northern Hemisphere in December, there are more hours of darkness than light, and
that many in our community do not find this to be “the most wonderful time of the year.” We will pray
with and for those in our community who may be hurting and grieving, while remembering that the
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.

Be the Light - Outreach Opportunities

Holiday Benevolence Market — Instead of giving physical gifts to family and friends who don’t
need another thing, choose symbolic gifts on the shopping list of 26 mostly local agencies. Do so by
mail by December 31. See shopping list at tinyurl.com/FPChbm.

Holiday Meals on Wheels — Help cover the cost of one or more meals on Thanksgiving,
Christmas, or New Year’s by making a financial contribution* by December 31.

Family Promise of Athens — Help us host homeless families Dec. 19 — Jan. 2 through Family
Promise. Sign up at tinyurl.com/FPChostweek or contact Susan Boatwright at boatwright.susan@gmail.
com or Jean Bock at jbock@bellsouth.net to take a shift or bring a meal. Please note the location change!
The families will stay at Milledge Avenue Baptist Church so volunteers report there, not our church.

* For financial contributions make your check to First Presbyterian Church and note cause in memo line, or
give online at FirstPresAthens.org and select appropriate fund in drop-down menu.

2022-23 Weekday School

First Pres Weekday School registration for Fall 2022 begins for in-house students on Tuesday,
January 18. On Friday, January 21 at noon, community registration begins. Our Weekday School
1s a half-day church preschool serving 3 months through 5 years. Questions? Call our director,
Elaine Johnson, at (706) 206-8180 or e-mail elaine@firstpresathens.org.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Ly A very special invitation to join us on Christmas Eve: ‘2
Friday, December 24
Family Service, 4:00 p.m.

Communion Candlelight Services, 6:00 & 8:00 p.m.

Please bring disposable diapers to benefit the Athens Area Diaper Bank.
We will receive an offering to support Partner for People and Place,
an outgrowth of Bethlehem Ministry in Haiti.

Please plan to join us on Facebook, YouTube, or in-person on this most holy of nights

o as we celebrate the birth of our Savior. =]

THIS WEEK

Sunday, December 19, Fourth Sunday of Advent, Christmas Joy Offering
8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Services, Dr, Ryan Baer preaching
9:45a.m.  Adult Sunday School and Kids in the Courtyard
10:40 a.m.  Godly Play
5:00 p.m.  Called Session Meeting
7:00 p.m.  Service of the Longest Night
8:00 p.m.  Combined Youth Group: Elf Movie Night

Tuesday, December 21
1:00 p.m.  Staff Meeting
1:30 p.m.  Knitting Purls, Parlor

Friday, December 24 - Church Office Closed
4:00 p.m.  Family Christmas Eve Service
6:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. Candlelight Communion Services

Saturday, December 25 - Christmas Day
10:00 a.m.  Meals on Wheels Delivery

Sunday, December 26 - First Sunday after Christmas
10:00 a.m.  Service, The Rev. Margaret Davis preaching

LOOKING AHEAD
December 19-January 2 - Family Promise of Athens Volunteer @ Milledge Ave. Baptist Church
January 2 - One Worship Service at 10:00 a.m.

January 9 - “First Things” New Member Class
January 18 - Weekday School Registration for Fall 2022 Begins



EDUCATION - FAITH FORMATION

SUNDAYS FOR CHILDREN
Director of Children’s Ministries: Natalie Bishop
Nutsery Coordinator: Rita Raines

Children’s Ministry Suite ® Infants - 5th Grade

*For the safety of our children, we will continue Covid
precautions of mask wearing, social distancing and utilizing
our outdoor spaces as much as possible.

Kids in the Courtyard, 9:45 a.m. — 10:40 a.m.

Children will learn and experience new ways of
connecting with God outside in our lovely church
courtyard. This special time together will be filled with
different types of morning prayer, beautiful children’s
literature and Bible stories, and will conclude with a fun
fellowship time and feast as we get ready for Godly Play.

Godly Play, 10:40 a.m.-12 noon

Children are invited to Godly Play during the
11:00 a.m. worship hour this fall. Godly Play is an
innovative way of teaching and learning that helps
children “discover” who God is rather than being
“told” who God is. The structure and routine of
Godly Play offers children a safe space to explore,
connect, wonder, and worship God.

Nursery, 8:30 a.m. — 12:15 p.m.

Children will enjoy playtime, story time, and snack
time with their church friends in the Nursery Playroom
and outside on the playground.

SUNDAYS FOR YOUTH

Director of Youth Ministries: Kim Ness

Middle School Coordinator: Erin Osborne

The PIT (basement level) * 6th - 12th Grade

Sunday School 9:45 - 10:40 a.m.

This fall, youth will serve as leaders in Children’s
Ministry for Kids in the Courtyard. They will
help with storytelling, feasting, and sharing love
with our younger church members.

Youth Group
Taking advantage of the space outside the PIT and
the lower parking garage, youth group will meet
outside this Fall. Evenings will be filled with op-
portunities for fellowship and fun as we build our
youth community. Using the Narrative Lection-
ary, we’ll explore what it means to be an active,
Christian teen in today’s changing world.

Middle School Youth Group

5:00-6:00 p.m.

High School Youth Group

6:00-7:30 p.m. (dinner provided)
For more information on youth ministry, visit our website
www.fpcathenspit.com

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ADULTS
9:45-10:40 a.m.

IN PERSON ONLY

New Voices * Room 310

Discussion guided by Women In the Bible, by Jaime
Clark-Soles.

Led by: Lewis Hudgins (lewisahudgins@gmail.com)

Parents in the PIT ¢ The Pit

This new class is an invitation for parents of children
and youth to come down to the PIT for a time of
fellowship and support.

Coordinator: Kim Ness(kness@firstpresathens.org)

HYBRID (in person and over Zoon)

Del Dunn Christian Issues * Room 308

An in-depth study and discussion of scripture —with a
chapter-by-chapter reading and discussion of Acts of the
Apostles. Zoom and in-person.

Coordinator: Susan Landrum (slandrum@uga.edu)
Zoom ID: 875 216 0708, PW: 634175

Wayne F. Middendorf Men’s Bible Class
Bride’s Room, Tinsley Stern

Open and honest discussion in a nonjudgmental atmo-
sphere about various aspects of Christianity.

Contacts: Ian Hardin (ianhardin1@gmail.com), Jim
Scanlon (jjtscanlon@yahoo.com)

Zoom ID: 883 5159 0923

Women’s Bible Class ¢ Room 301

Reading and discussion of the Gospel of Mark.
Contact: Wanda Wilcox (wwilcox@uga.edu)

Zoom ID: 813 2290 3374, PW: 459718

ON HOLD (stay tuned...)

Inquirers * Moses Waddel Room

Thoughttul introspection and lively group discussion
covering contemporary issues and daily Christian liv-
ing, with guest speakers or DVD studies. The class will
resume on a date to be announced.

Facilitators: Carl Bergmann (cberg@ccrc.uga.edu), Carla
Buss (cbuss@uga.edu), Larry Jones (Ifjones@uga.edu)

W. D. Hooper * Room 309

The “oldest” Sunday School class at First Pres will
continue to focus on a Bible Study format. The class
will vesume on a date to be announced.

Led by: Jerris Hayes (jhayefirstpres@gmail.com), Richard
Lane (rlane@uga.edu)



People, Look East

Eleanor Farjeon (1881-1965)
Ags in Oxford Book of Carols, 1964

BESANCON 879887
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French folk melody
Harm. Martin Shaw (1875-1958)
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Love the guest is on the way.
Love the rose is on the way.
Love the bird is on the way.
Love the star is on the way.
L;ve is on the way.
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5. Angels, announce with shouts of mirth With the word, the Lord is coming.

Christ who brings new life to earth.
Set every peak and valley humming

Text: © David Higham Assoc., Ltd. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Music: Harmonization ©® Oxford University Press. All rights reserved. Used by permissicn.

People, look east and sing today:
Love the Lord is on the way.
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Isaac Watts, 1719; alt.

Joy to the World!

ANTIOCH CM with repeat

Attr. George Frederick Handel, 1742
Arr. Lowell Mason, 1836
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Medieval Latin

Good Christian Friends, Rejoice

IN bULCI JUBILO

Trans. and para. John Mason Neale, 1833; alt.

6.6.7.7.7.8.5.5

German folk tune, 14th century
Harm. David Hugh Jones, 1953
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1. Good Chris-tian friends, re - joice With heart, andsoul, and voice;
2. Good Chris-tian friends, re - joice With heart, and soul, and voice
3. Good Chris-tian friends, re - joice ~ With heart, andsoul, and voice;
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Christ is born to - day! Christ is born day!
Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this!
Christ was born  to savel Christ was born  to save!
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Music; Harmonization copyright, MCMLYV, by John Ribble: renewed, 1983; adapted from The Hymnbook, published

by Westminster Press.



FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SESSION

Ryan Baer, Moderator  Kitty Donnan, Clerk of Session
Carol Strickland, Associate Pastor

Crass oF 2021 CLass OF 2022 Crass oF 2023
Jennifer Walden Abbott Karen Burg Sarah Bryan
Michelle Clendenen-Shaw  Kitty Donnan Judy Burch
Elizabeth Earl Larry Jones Kent Burel
Ed Ferguson Andy Jordan Rod Canfield
Rob Haire Jimbo LaBoon Melinda DeMaria
Grace Lu Tom Landrum Jim Dove
Chris Pope Beverly Phares Mark Hopkins
Mixon Robinson Smith Wilson Matt Jones
Rosemary Stancil Robyn McDonald
Keith Oclke

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF

Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor (ryan@firstpresathens.org)

Dr. Carol Strickland, Associate Pastor (cstrickland@firstpresathens.org)

The Rev. Margaret Davis, Parish Associate (margaret@firstpresathens.org)

Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist (jcoble@firstpresathens.org)

Mrs. Kim Ness, Director of Youth Ministries (kness@firstpresathens.org)

Mrs. Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministries (natalie@firstpresathens.org)

Mrs. Elaine Johnson, Director of Weekday School (elaine@firstpresathens.org)

Mr. Roger Burbage, Church Administrator (rburbage @firstpresathens. org)

Mrs. Lucy Bell Johnson, Administrative Assistant for Congregational Care &
Membership (lbell@firstpresathens. org)

Mr. Paulo Santos, Communications Specialist (paulo@firstpresathens.org)

Mrs. Jennifer Sunderlin, Receptionist/Administrative Assistant (frontdesk@firstpresathens. org)

Mrs. Angie Townsend, Accountant (angie@firstpresathens.org)

Mrs. Marcy Fabris, Weekday School Administrative Assistant (wds@furstpresathens. org)

Ms. Rita Raines, Nursery Coordinator

Mrs. Charlotte Chromiak, Children’s Music Assistant (charlotteposs@gmail.com)

Mrs. Madeline Van Dyck, Parish Nurse




