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GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD

Welcome to all who are worshipping with us. As we enter a holy space this morning, please silence your cell phone. 
The nursery is available downstairs during both services for children birth to age four. Children are invited to remain 
in the sanctuary for this special service. Children’s Church will resume next Sunday, December 19.

  Greeting
	 This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!

  Prelude                                             In the Bleak Midwinter                           Allen Orton Gibbs

  Words of Welcome and Concerns of the Church 

  Lighting of the Advent Wreath

  Congregational Response                                                                                     VENI EMMANUEL

	 O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer our spirits by thine advent here; 	
	 disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s dark shadows put to flight. 
	 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

*Hymn                                            Once in Royal David’s City                                               IRBY

  Bidding Prayer and Lord’s Prayer	                                                                                 Hymnal, p. 16
	 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 	
	 be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 	
	 our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 	
	 from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

  First Lesson                                        Genesis 3:8-15; 17-19                   Adam and Eve disobey God

  Carol                                                     The Apple Tree                                              K. Lee Scott
	 The tree of life my soul hath seen, laden with fruit and always green: 
	 the trees of nature fruitless be compared with Christ, the apple tree. 
	 His beauty doth all things excel: by faith I know, but ne’er can tell 
	 the glory which I now can see in Jesus Christ, the apple tree. 
	 For happiness I long have sought, and pleasure dearly I have bought: 
	 I missed of all; but now I see ’tis found in Christ the apple tree. 
	 I’m weary with my former toil, here I will sit and rest awhile: 
	 under the shadow I will be, of Jesus Christ the apple tree. 
	 This fruit doth make my soul to thrive, it keeps my dying faith alive; 
	 which makes my soul in haste to be with Jesus Christ the apple tree.

  Second Lesson                                   Genesis 22:15-18                       God’s promise to Abraham

*Hymn 1                                   Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus                                STUTTGART

  Third Lesson                                        Isaiah 9:2, 6-7                       A great light in the darkness

  Carol                                                 On Christmas Night                    Ralph Vaughan Williams
	 On Christmas night all Christians sing, to hear the news the angels bring; 
	 on Christmas night all Christians sing to heart the news the angels bring: 
	 news of great joy, news of great mirth, news of our merciful King’s birth. 
	 When sin departs before thy grace, then life and health come in its place: 
	 when sin departs before thy grace, then life and health come in its place: 
	 angels rejoice with us and sing, all for to see the newborn King. 
	 All out of darkness we have light which made the angels sing this night; 
	 all out of darkness we have light which made the angels sing this night: 
	 Glory to God in highest heaven, peace on earth, and goodwill, Amen.

  Fourth Lesson                                     Isaiah 11:1-4a; 6-9                            A little child will lead them

*Hymn 48                                Lo, How A Rose E’er Blooming                            EST IST EIN’ ROS’
			                            	(stanza 1 – in unison, stanza 2 – in harmony)
2 *Those who are able may stand.
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  Fifth Lesson                                        Luke 1:26-35, 38                       An angel appears to Mary

  Carol                                                         In dulci jubilo                                       Ian Higgingson
	 In dulci jubilo, let us our homage show; our heart’s joy reclineth, In praesepio, 
	 and like a bright star shineth, Matris in gremio. 
	 Alpha es et O, Alpha es et O! 
	 O Jesu parvule! I yearn for thee always! Hear me, I beseech thee, 
	 O Puer optime! My prayer let it reach thee, O Princeps gloriae! 
	 Trahe me post te, trahe me post te! 
	 O Patris caritas, O Nati lenitas! Deeply were we stained, 
	 Per nostra crimina; but thou has for us gained, Coelorum gaudia. 
	 O that we were there, O that we were there!
	 Ubi sunt gaudia, if that they be not there? There are angels singing, Nova cantica, 
	 There the bells are singing, In Regis curia: 
	 O that we were there, O that we were there!

  Sixth Lesson                                            Luke 2:1-7                       Mary gives birth in Bethlehem

*Hymn 44                                      O Little Town of Bethlehem                                           ST. LOUIS

  Seventh Lesson                                            Luke 2:8-16                      Angels announce the Messiah

  Carol                                             It Came Upon the Midnight Clear             David Ashley White
	 It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old, 
	 from angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold: 
	 “Peace on the earth, good will to all, from heaven’s all gracious King.” 
	 The world in solemn stillness lay to hear the angels sing. 
	 Still through the cloven skies they come with peaceful wings unfurled, 
	 and still their heavenly music floats o’er all the weary world; 
	 above its sad and lowly plains they bend on hovering wing, 
	 and ever o’er its Babel sounds the blessed angels sing. 
	 O hear, the blessed angels sing! 
	 For lo! the days are hastening on, by prophets seen of old, 
	 when with the ever-circling years shall come the time foretold, 
	 when peace shall over all the earth its ancient splendors fling, 
	 and all the world give back the song which now the angels sing.

  Eighth Lesson                                       Matthew 2:1-11                         Magi come from the East

*Hymn 53                                              What Child Is This                                 GREENSLEEVES

  Ninth Lesson                                             John 1:1-14                         And the word became flesh

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

  Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings
  You may mail your check, set up an automatic payment of your pledge through your bank, or donate 
  online using this QR code or at firstpresathens.org/home/giving. Thank you for your generosity.

  Offertory Carol                                  In the Bleak Midwinter                                 John Bertalot
	 In the bleak midwinter frosty wind made moan, earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone; 
	 snow had fallen snow on snow, snow on snow, in the bleak midwinter, long ago. 
	 Our God, heaven cannot hold him nor earth sustain; heaven and earth shall flee away when he comes	
	 to reign: in the bleak midwinter a stable-place sufficed the Lord God Almighty Jesus Christ. 
	 Enough for him, whom cherubim worship night and day, a breastful of milk and a manger full of hay;
	 enough for him, whom angels fall down before, the ox and ass and camel which adore. 
	 What can I give him, poor as I am? If I were a shepherd I would bring a lamb, 
	 if I were a wise man I would do my part, yet what I can I give him, give my heart.

*Hymn 31                                         Hark! The Herald Angels Sing                      MENDELSSOHN

*Blessing and Charge

*Postlude                                               Postlude on ‘Mendelssohn’                        David Willcocks
Texts and music for hymns and sung responses reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-714861
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NOTES ON THE SERVICE
WORSHIP LEADERS
Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor
Dr. Carol Strickland, Associate Pastor
Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist

USHERS
Rod Canfield, Kitty Donnan, Larry Jones

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIANS
Bryan Owens, Jack Palmer

SUNDAY MORNING MANAGER
Rebecca Carlton

FLOWERS
The poinsettias are given to the glory of God.

TO AID IN WORSHIP
If you need to leave the sanctuary during the 
service, a live video feed is available in the Atrium 
and at 11:00 a.m. is on Facebook and YouTube.
Available in the Narthex or from an usher:
• Personal hearing receivers usable
   anywhere in the sanctuary
• Large-print hymnals, Bibles, bulletins, 
   and hymnsheets
• Sermons from the previous six weeks

CONGREGATIONAL CARE
Prayer requests can be submitted to the church 
office, 706-543-4338, by the Prayer Request 
link on our church website (firstpresathens.org) 
or on the prayer cards in the Fellowship Pads.

A special word of welcome to our guests: thank you for joining us for worship this morning. 
Please fill out the Fellowship Pad so that we may be in touch. We are delighted you are here and 
look forward to seeing you again.

Nurseries for children 4 years old and younger, available from 8:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m., are located 
next to the Children’s Ministry Suite and are accessible down the stairs in the Atrium and through 
the glass door. Our fully vaccinated nursery staff is excited to welcome our youngest members.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
WALK THE LABYRINTH
Take some time this week to walk the labyrinth 
in Fellowship Hall, an ancient practice of prayer 
and contemplation. Our labyrinth is decorated 
for Advent and will be set up until noon on 
December 19.

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING
On December 19, we will have the opportunity 
to join with congregations from around the 
United States and give to our annual Christmas 
Joy Offering which will help support past, 
present, and future leaders in the Presbyterian 
Church. Please give generously.

FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM!
FPC recently joined Instagram. You can follow 
us @firstpresathensga for more information 
about upcoming events.

STEPHEN MINISTRY
The joy of Christmas can turn into a time of painful 
loneliness and emptiness for those who have suffered 
a loss or who are going through a difficult time. 
Help is available through First Presbyterian Stephen 
Ministers. If you or someone you know is hurting, 
find out more about Stephen Ministry by talking 
with one of our Stephen Leaders:
Margaret Davis: margaret@firstpresathens.org, 
	 706-206-9896  
Bob Frisch: rpfrisch@aol.com, 
	 914-262-1078  
Dawn Frisch: dawnmfrisch@aol.com, 
	 914-255-3447 
Lisa Oelke: lisakoelke@gmail.com, 
	 706-540-4251 
Carol Strickland: cstrickland@firstpresathens.org, 
	 706-765-7671

Service of the Longest Night
Sunday, December 19, 7:00 p.m.

Join us for the Service of the Longest Night. The service takes its name from the fact that in the 
Northern Hemisphere in December, there are more hours of darkness than light, and this service 
acknowledges that many in our community do not find this to be “the most wonderful time of the 
year.” We will pray with and for those in our community who may be hurting and grieving, while 
remembering that the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
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2017 Names

1820 Legacy Society

“We believe that the act of giving is one of the most important spiritual practices a disciple of Christ can do. 
Generosity is contagious. It spreads from our financial assets to our time and talents. Just as one seed grows 
into a plant that can bring life to many, the gifts we plant today can create blessings that will endure for future 
generations to come at First Presbyterian Church. Of course, we have remembered the church in our estate 
plan. We are glad to give.” Sydney and Tommy Jackson

All of us are indebted to those who precede us. We drink from wells we have not dug. We enjoy liberties 
we have not won. We share faith whose foundations we have not laid. Because of this, First Presbyterian 
Church established the 1820 Legacy Society to raise awareness of the impact and need for estate gifts. 
To take the important step of joining the 1820 Legacy Society, please fill out and submit the enrollment 
form on FPC website indicating that you have included the church in your will or estate plans.

Poinsettia Dedication
If you wish to give a contribution in honor or memory of a loved one, please place your order by 
tomorrow, December 13. Each dedication is $10. You may fill out the form and pay online 
(please click on the link posted in the church website under FPC News & Updates for more 
instructions), mail it with a check to the church office, or contact the church at 706-543-4338 
or frontdesk@firstpresathens.org with your dedications. Each dedication will be listed in the 

December 19 worship service bulletin.

In Memory of

_________________________________________________________________

In Honor of

_________________________________________________________________

Given by

_________________________________________________________________

Be the Light - Outreach Opportunities

Casa Christmas – Aid Latino and Hispanic families with groceries or needed items by today via 
financial contribution* ($45 suggested) for gift cards this year instead of food boxes.

Salvation Army Angel Tree – Brighten the life of a child by providing Christmas gifts. One 
hundred kids are reserved for FPC so sign up for one or more at tinyurl.com/FPCSAangeltree. 
Please bring your unwrapped gifts to FPC by tomorrow, December 13.

Holiday Benevolence Market – Instead of giving physical gifts to family and friends who don’t 
need another thing, choose symbolic gifts on the shopping list of 26 mostly local agencies. Do so by 
mail by December 31. See shopping list at tinyurl.com/FPChbm.

Holiday Meals on Wheels – Help cover the cost of one or more meals on Thanksgiving, 
Christmas, or New Years by making a financial contribution* by December 31.

Family Promise of Athens – Help us host homeless families Dec. 19 – Jan. 2 through Family 
Promise. Sign up at tinyurl.com/FPChostweek or contact Susan Boatwright at boatwright.susan@gmail.
com or Jean Bock at jbock@bellsouth.net to take a shift or bring a meal. Please note the location change! 
The families will stay at Milledge Avenue Baptist Church so volunteers report there, not our church.

* For financial contributions make your check to First Presbyterian Church and note cause in memo line, or 
give online at FirstPresAthens.org and select appropriate fund in drop-down menu.



THIS WEEK

Sunday, December 12, Third Sunday of Advent, Festival of Lessons & Carols
  8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Services, Festival of Lessons & Carols
  9:45 a.m.      Adult Sunday School and Kids in the Courtyard
10:40 a.m.      Godly Play
	 3:00 p.m.      Faith Formation Task Force, Staff Conference Room
  4:30 p.m.      Night of Wonder, The Hill, 1800 Crescent Ln, Athens, GA 30607
  6:30 p.m.      Combined Youth Group: Glow Party Games

Monday, December 13
10:00 a.m.      Congregational Care Commission Christmas Bag Assembly, Staff Conference Room
  5:30 p.m.      Handbell Choir Rehearsal, Fellowship Hall

Tuesday, December 14
                        Congregational Care Commission Christmas Bag Delivery
  7:00 a.m.	 Our Daily Bread Breakfast, First Baptist Church
11:30 a.m.	 Chair Yoga via Zoom (Zoom ID: 558-324-3907, PW: 6136)
  1:00 p.m.	 Staff Meeting
  1:30 p.m.	 Knitting Purls, Parlor
  6:00 p.m.	 Stephen Minister Meeting via Zoom

Wednesday, December 15
  4:30 p.m.	 “Shakespeare and Company”: The Waste Land, by T. S. Elliot, via Zoom (e-mail 	
		  Ron Bogue at - to join class)
  6:30 p.m.      Choir Rehearsal, Chancel Choir Room

Sunday, December 19, Fourth Sunday of Advent, Christmas Joy Offering
  8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Services, Dr, Ryan Baer preaching
  9:45 a.m.      Adult Sunday School and Kids in the Courtyard
10:40 a.m.      Godly Play
  5:00 p.m.      Called Session Meeting
  7:00 p.m.      Service of the Longest Night
  8:00 p.m.      Combined Youth Group: Elf Movie Night

LOOKING AHEAD

December 19-January 2 - Family Promise of Athens Volunteer @ Milledge Ave. Baptist Church

December 24 - Christmas Eve Services - 4:00 p.m. (Family), 6:00 p.m., 8:00 p.m.

A very special invitation to join us on Christmas Eve:
Friday, December 24
Family Service, 4:00 p.m.

Communion Candlelight Services, 6:00 & 8:00 p.m.

Please plan to join us on Facebook, YouTube, or in-person on this most holy of nights 
as we celebrate the birth of our Savior.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

2022-23 Weekday School

First Pres Weekday School registration for Fall 2022 begins for in-house students on Tuesday, 
January 18. On Friday, January 21 at noon, community registration begins. Our Weekday School 
is a half day church preschool serving 3 months through 5 years. Questions? Call our director, 
Elaine Johnson, at (706) 206-8180 or e-mail elaine@firstpresathens.org.



EDUCATION – FAITH FORMATION

SUNDAYS FOR CHILDREN
Director of Children’s Ministries: Natalie Bishop 
Nursery Coordinator: Rita Raines 
Children’s Ministry Suite • Infants - 5th Grade

*For the safety of our children, we will continue Covid 
precautions of mask wearing, social distancing and utilizing 
our outdoor spaces as much as possible.

Kids in the Courtyard, 9:45 a.m. – 10:40 a.m.
Children will learn and experience new ways of 
connecting with God outside in our lovely church 
courtyard. This special time together will be filled with 
different types of morning prayer, beautiful children’s 
literature and Bible stories, and will conclude with a fun 
fellowship time and feast as we get ready for Godly Play.

Godly Play, 10:40 a.m.-12 noon
Children are invited to Godly Play during the 
11:00 a.m. worship hour this fall. Godly Play is an 
innovative way of teaching and learning that helps 
children “discover” who God is rather than being 
“told” who God is. The structure and routine of 
Godly Play offers children a safe space to explore, 
connect, wonder, and worship God.

Nursery, 8:30 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.
Children will enjoy playtime, story time, and snack 
time with their church friends in the Nursery Playroom 
and outside on the playground.

SUNDAYS FOR YOUTH
Director of Youth Ministries: Kim Ness
Middle School Coordinator: Erin Osborne
The PIT (basement level) • 6th - 12th Grade

Sunday School 9:45 - 10:40 a.m.
This fall, youth will serve as leaders in Children’s 
Ministry for Kids in the Courtyard. They will 
help with storytelling, feasting, and sharing love 
with our younger church members. 

Youth Group
Taking advantage of the space outside the PIT and 
the lower parking garage, youth group will meet 
outside this Fall. Evenings will be filled with op-
portunities for fellowship and fun as we build our 
youth community. Using the Narrative Lection-
ary, we’ll explore what it means to be an active, 
Christian teen in today’s changing world.
             Middle School Youth Group
             5:00-6:00 p.m.
             High School Youth Group
             6:00-7:30 p.m. (dinner provided)
For more information on youth ministry, visit our website 
www.fpcathenspit.com 

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ADULTS
9:45-10:40 a.m.

IN PERSON ONLY
New Voices • Room 310
Discussion guided by Women In the Bible, by Jaime Clark-
Soles. New Voices will restart this Sunday, November 7. 
Led by: Lewis Hudgins (lewisahudgins@gmail.com)

Parents in the PIT • The Pit
This new class is an invitation for parents of children 
and youth to come down to the PIT for a time of 
fellowship and support.
Coordinator: Kim Ness(kness@firstpresathens.org)

HYBRID (in person and over Zoom)
Del Dunn Christian Issues • Room 308
An in-depth study and discussion of scripture – with 
a chapter-by-chapter reading and discussion of Acts of 
the Apostles. Zoom and in-person. Coordinator: Susan 
Landrum (slandrum@uga.edu)
Zoom ID: 875 216 0708, PW: 634175

Wayne F. Middendorf Men’s Bible Class  
Bride’s Room, Tinsley Stern
Open and honest discussion in a nonjudgmental atmo-
sphere about various aspects of Christianity. 
Contacts: Ian Hardin (ianhardin1@gmail.com), Jim Scanlon 
(jjtscanlon@yahoo.com)
Zoom ID: 883 5159 0923

Women’s Bible Class • Room 301
Reading and discussion of the Gospel of Mark. 
Contact: Wanda Wilcox (wwilcox@uga.edu)

ON HOLD (stay tuned...)
Inquirers • Moses Waddel Room
Thoughtful introspection and lively group discussion 
covering contemporary issues and daily Christian liv-
ing, with guest speakers or DVD studies. The class will 
resume on a date to be announced.
Facilitators: Carl Bergmann (cberg@ccrc.uga.edu), Carla 
Buss (cbuss@uga.edu), Larry Jones (lfjones@uga.edu)

W. D. Hooper • Room 309
The “oldest” Sunday School class at First Pres will 
continue to focus on a Bible Study format. The class 
will resume on a date to be announced.
Led by: Jerris Hayes (jhayefirstpres@gmail.com), Richard 
Lane (rlane@uga.edu)















FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF

             Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor (ryan@firstpresathens.org)
             Dr. Carol Strickland, Associate Pastor (cstrickland@firstpresathens.org)
             The Rev. Margaret Davis, Parish Associate (margaret@firstpresathens.org)
             Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist (jcoble@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Kim Ness, Director of Youth Ministries (kness@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministries (natalie@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Elaine Johnson, Director of Weekday School (elaine@firstpresathens.org)
             Mr. Roger Burbage, Church Administrator (rburbage@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Lucy Bell Johnson, Administrative Assistant for Congregational Care & 			 
                                                      Membership (lbell@firstpresathens.org)
             Mr. Paulo Santos, Communications Specialist (paulo@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Jennifer Sunderlin, Receptionist/Administrative Assistant (frontdesk@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Angie Townsend, Accountant (angie@firstpresathens.org)
             Mrs. Marcy Fabris, Weekday School Administrative Assistant (wds@firstpresathens.org)
             Ms. Rita Raines, Nursery Coordinator
             Mrs. Charlotte Chromiak, Children’s Music Assistant (charlotteposs@gmail.com)
             Mrs. Madeline Van Dyck, Parish Nurse 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SESSION

Ryan Baer, Moderator      Kitty Donnan, Clerk of Session
Carol Strickland, Associate Pastor

	 Class of 2020	 Class of 2021	 Class of 2022
	 Jeff Bangle	 Jennifer Walden Abbott	 Karen Burg
	 Meghan Bawcum	 Michelle Clendenen-Shaw	 Kitty Donnan
	 Bob Burton	 Elizabeth Earl	 Larry Jones
	 Julie Hayes	 Ed Ferguson	 Andy Jordan
	 Sydney Jackson	 Rob Haire	 Jimbo LaBoon
	 Avery McLean	 Grace Lu	 Tom Landrum
	 Jeanne Nadenicek	 Chris Pope	 Beverly Phares
	 Carl Nichols	 Mixon Robinson	 Courtney Pittman
	 Tom Reigle	 Rosemary Stancil	 Smith Wilson
	 Judy Scanlon		


