In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is
to create a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!

December 5, 2021
8:45 and 11:00 a.m.
Second Sunday of Advent

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD

Welcome to all who are worshipping with us. As we enter a holy space this morning, please
silence your cell phone. Consult an usher if you need a mask, personal hearing device, large-
print bulletin or large-print hymnal.

Greeting Psalm 118:24
This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!

Prelude Veni Emmanuel Margaret Sandresky

Words of Welcome and Concerns of the Church
Lighting of the Advent Wreath

*Congregational Response VENI EMMANUEL
O come, Desire of nations, bind

all peoples in one heart and mind;

bid envy, strife, and discord cease;

fill the whole world with heaven’s peace.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

*Call to Worship
A voice cries, “Prepare the way of the Lord.”
Lift every valley; lift every voice.
Prepare the way of the Lord.
And all flesh shall see the salvation of our God.

*Hymn 8 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates TRURO

*Call to Confession

*Prayer of Confession

Cleansing God, we hear the call to repentance, but we struggle to
respond. A voice tells us to turn around, but we prefer our own
ways. You seek to purify us in love, but we constantly elude your
searching hand. Our sin leads us in other directions, away from
you, away from life. Look with mercy upon us. Clear a place
within us so that something new might be born, something that
might return us to the way you have shown us in Jesus Christ.

*Silent Prayer
Lord, have mercy. Amen.

* Assurance of Pardon

*Those who are able may stand.

Please sign and pass the
Fellowship Pad, making
note of new and old friends,
check in on Facebook, and
Sfollow us on Instagram
(firstpresathensga).

During the season of Ad-
vent, our wreath will be lit
each Sunday by elders-elect
who will begin their service
on the session in 2022.
8:45: Paul Lee

11:00: Chuck Toney

Beginning as a para-
phrase of Psalm 24,
Lift Up Your Heads, Ye
Mighty Gates then applies
the door imagery to our
hearts, and concludes
with our welcoming the
approaching Savior. It
is set to an anonymous
18th-century tune that
is used with many texts.



Savior of the Nations,
Come, is attributed to
Ambrose of Milan.
Luther’s German
version dropped one
syllable from each line
of the Latin text, giving
the hymn its charac-
teristically declarative
Lutheran form.

You may mail your check,
set up an automatic payment
of your pledge through your
bank, or donate online
using this QR code or at
firstpresathens.org/
home/giving. Thank you
for your generosity.

*Congregational Response
Comfort, comfort you my people,
tell of peace, thus says our God;
comfort those who sit in darkness
bowed beneath oppression’s load.
Speak you to Jerusalem
of the peace that waits for them;
tell them that their sins I cover,
and their warfare now is over.

*The Peace
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

Hymn 3, stanza 1

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD
Prayer for Illumination

First Lesson John 11:25-26
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Second Lesson Ezekiel 37:1-14
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Sermon Exzekiel: Valley of Dry Bones Dr. Ryan Baer

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

*Hymn 14 Savior of the Nations, Come

NUN KOMM DER HEIDEN HEILAND
Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings
8:45 Offertory Picardy
11:00 Offertory Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence Gustav Holst

Let all mortal flesh keep silence, and with fear and trembling stand;
ponder nothing carthly minded for with blessing in his hand,
Christ our Lord to earth descendedth our full homage to demand.
King of kings, yet born of Mary, as of old on earth he stood,

Lord of lords in human vesture in the body and the blood,;

he will give to all the faithful his own self for heavenly food.

Rank on rank the host of heaven spreads its vanguard on the way,
as the Light of light descendeth from the realms of endless day;
that the powers of hell may vanish as the darkness clears away.

At his feet the six-winged seraph, cherubim with sleepless eye,
veil their faces to the presence, as with ceaseless voice they cry,
“Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, Lord most high!” Amen.

Craig Phillips

*Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Hymn 592

*Prayer of Dedication
Sacrament of Holy Communion

Invitation to the Lord’s Table



Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise....

The musical setting

of the communion
liturgy is based on the
hymn tune PICARDY
(Let All Mortal Flesh
Keep Silence), arranged

by Kimberly Bracken
Sanctus Long.
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The Lord’s Prayer Hymnal, p. 16
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,

as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread and Giving of the Cup
Communion of the People

Prayer after Communion

SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD

*Hymn 9 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel VENI EMMANUEL
*Charge and Benediction

*Congregational Response VENI EMMANUEL, refrain
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!

Adolphus Hailstork

Texts and music for hymns and
sung responses reprinted under
OneLicense.net #A4-714861

Postlude Toccata on “Veni Emmanuel”’

A special word of welcome to our guests: thank you for joining us for worship this morning.
Please fill out the Fellowship Pad so that we may be in touch. We are delighted you are here and
look forward to seeing you again.

Nurseries for children 4 years old and younger, available from 8:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m., are located
next to the Children’s Ministry Suite and are accessible down the stairs in the Atrium and through
the glass door. Our fully vaccinated nursery staff is excited to welcome our youngest members.

NOTES ON THE SERVICE

WORSHIP LEADERS

Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor
Dr. Carol Strickland, Associate Pastor
Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist

Lay Reader
11:00 a.m. Madeline Van Dyke

USHERS
8:45 a.m. Mary Peace, John Simpson
11:00 a.m. Matt Bishop, Matt Crim, Kyle Hunt

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIANS
Bryan Owens, Jack Palmer

SUNDAY MORNING MANAGERS
Rebecca Carlton, Stephen Kreyenbuhl

FLOWERS
The poinsettias are given to the glory of God.

TO AID IN WORSHIP

If you need to leave the sanctuary during the

service, a live video feed 1s available in the Atrium

and at 11:00 a.m. is on Facebook and YouTube.

Available in the Narthex or from an usher:

* Personal hearing receivers usable
anywhere in the sanctuary

* Large-print hymnals, Bibles, bulletins,
and hymnsheets

* Sermons from the previous six weeks

CONGREGATIONAL CARE

Prayer requests can be submitted to the church
office, 706-543-4338, by the Prayer Request
link on our church website (firstpresathens.org)
or on the prayer cards in the Fellowship Pads.

Festival of Lessons and Carols
Sunday, December 12, 11:00 a.m.
Join us for A Festival of Lessons and Carols next Sunday, December 12, at 11:00 a.m., led by the Chancel

Choir of First Presbyterian Church, Athens, Georgia including music by John Bertalot, lan Higginson,
4 and Ralph Vaughan Williams. Advent and Christmas hymns and carols will be sung by all.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Holiday Benevolence Market
Today, 9:30 - 12:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Instead of giving physical gifts to family and friends who don’t need another thing, choose symbolic

gifts on the shopping list of 26 mostly local agencies. Do so in person 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., today
in Fellowship Hall or by mail by December 31. See shopping list at tinyurl.com/FPChbm.

Salvation Army Angel Tree
Today, 9:30 - 12:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall

With your help, FPC will bring the joy of Christmas morning to 100 Athens kids. Choose
one or more “angels” reserved for FPC from the “tree” in Fellowship Hall today, or online at
tinyurl.com/FPCSAangeltree. Bring unwrapped gifts to FPC by December 13.

Family Promise Host Weeks Volunteers Needed!

FPC will serve as the Family Promise host church for two weeks during the holiday season
(December 19 - January 2), and we are beginning to recruit to fill slots to ensure we are in good
shape as we approach this special time of year. We will continue to have the families and hosts
in separate areas of the church as a precaution. This includes volunteers being stationed and
sleeping in a separate area of the church, using a separate entrance, and other protocols. If you
are interested in volunteering, please click on the SignUpGenius link on our website or contact
Susan Boatwright (boatwright.susan@gmail.com) or Jean Bock (jbock@bellsouth.net).

Be the Light - Other Outreach Opportunities

Casa Christmas — Aid Latino and Hispanic families with groceries or needed items by December
12 via financial contribution* ($45 suggested) for gift cards this year instead of food boxes.

Holiday Meals on Wheels — Help cover the cost of one or more meals on Christmas and New
Years by making a financial contribution* by December 31.

* For financial contributions make your check to First Presbyterian Church and note cause in memo line, or
give online at FirstPresAthens.org and select appropriate fund in drop-down menu.

ol Poinsettia Dedication il

If you wish to give a contribution in honor or memory of a loved one, please place your order

by Monday, December 13. Each dedication is $10. You may fill out the form and pay online

(please click on the link posted in the church website under FPC News & Updates for more

instructions), mail it with a check to the church office, or contact the church at 706-543-4338

or frontdesk@firstpresathens.org with your dedications. Each dedication will be listed in the
December 19 worship service bulletin.

In Memory of

In Honor of

Given by




Sunday, December 5, Second Sunday of Advent, Communion Sunday, Food Sunday

THIS WEEK

8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Services, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching

9:30 a.m.  Holiday Benevolence Market (until 12:30 p.m.), Fellowship Hall
9:45a.m.  Adult Sunday School and Kids in the Courtyard
9:45a.m.  Confirmation Class

10:40 a.m.  Godly Play

12:30 p.m.  Elder Training Workshop
3:00 p.m.  Faith Formation Task Force, Staff Conference Room
5:00 p.m.  Middle School Youth Group
6:00 p.m.  High School Youth Group

Monday, December 6
All day Last Day of Bethlehem Ministry’s Silent Auction, (Online)
2:00 p.m.  Circle Two, Staff Conference Room
5:30 p.m.  Handbell Choir Rehearsal, Fellowship Hall

Tuesday, December 7

11:30 a.m.  Chair Yoga via Zoom (Zoom ID: 558-324-3907, PW: 6136)
1:00 p.m.  Staff Meeting
1:30 p.m.  Knitting Purls, Parlor
2:00 p.m.  Circle 3/4, Home of Eunice Tritt
6:00 p.m.  Weekday School Live Nativity, Atrium Porch
7:00 p.m.  Circle 6, Home of Ann Dunn

Wednesday, December 8

9:30 a.m.  Circle 7, Staff Conference Room

430p.m.  “Shakespeare and Company’: The Waste Land, by T. S. Elliot, via Zoom (e-mail
Ron Bogue at rbogue@uga.edu to join class)

6:30 p.m.  Choir Rehearsal, Chancel Choir Room

Thursday, December 9

10:00 a.m.  Josephine Paine Bible Study via Zoom (ID: 706-543-4338)
5:30 p.m.  Session Worship, Sanctuary
6:00 p.m.  Session Meeting, Moses Waddel Room

Sunday, December 12, Third Sunday of Advent, Festival of Lessons & Carols
8:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Services, Festival of Lessons & Carols

9:45a.m.  Adult Sunday School and Kids in the Courtyard
10:40 a.m.  Godly Play

3:00 p.m.  Faith Formation Task Force, Staff Conference Room

4:30 p.m.  Night of Wonder, The Hill

6:30 p.m.  Combined Youth Group: Glow Party Games

LOOKING AHEAD

December 19-January 2 - Family Promise of Athens

Live Nativity
December 7, 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.

Join Weekday School families and friends for our 10th Annual Live Nativity from 6:00-8:00 p.m.
on Tuesday, December 7. Making their appearance on the front steps of the church for a drive
by will be the Babe, the camel, donkey, sheep, Mary and Joseph, and, of course, the wisemen and
shepherds. The Handbell Choir and guitarist Bob Burton will provide music, and Weekday School
teachers will hand out ornament kits to be made at home.



EDUCATION - FAITH FORMATION

SUNDAYS FOR CHILDREN
Director of Children’s Ministries: Natalie Bishop
Nutsery Coordinator: Rita Raines

Children’s Ministry Suite ® Infants - 5th Grade

*For the safety of our children, we will continue Covid
precautions of mask wearing, social distancing and utilizing
our outdoor spaces as much as possible.

Kids in the Courtyard, 9:45 a.m. — 10:40 a.m.

Children will learn and experience new ways of
connecting with God outside in our lovely church
courtyard. This special time together will be filled with
different types of morning prayer, beautiful children’s
literature and Bible stories, and will conclude with a fun
fellowship time and feast as we get ready for Godly Play.

Godly Play, 10:40 a.m.-12 noon

Children are invited to Godly Play during the
11:00 a.m. worship hour this fall. Godly Play is an
innovative way of teaching and learning that helps
children “discover” who God is rather than being
“told” who God is. The structure and routine of
Godly Play offers children a safe space to explore,
connect, wonder, and worship God.

Nursery, 8:30 a.m. — 12:15 p.m.

Children will enjoy playtime, story time, and snack
time with their church friends in the Nursery Playroom
and outside on the playground.

SUNDAYS FOR YOUTH

Director of Youth Ministries: Kim Ness

Middle School Coordinator: Erin Osborne

The PIT (basement level) * 6th - 12th Grade

Sunday School 9:45 - 10:40 a.m.

This fall, youth will serve as leaders in Children’s
Ministry for Kids in the Courtyard. They will
help with storytelling, feasting, and sharing love
with our younger church members.

Youth Group
Taking advantage of the space outside the PIT and
the lower parking garage, youth group will meet
outside this Fall. Evenings will be filled with op-
portunities for fellowship and fun as we build our
youth community. Using the Narrative Lection-
ary, we’ll explore what it means to be an active,
Christian teen in today’s changing world.

Middle School Youth Group

5:00-6:00 p.m.

High School Youth Group

6:00-7:30 p.m. (dinner provided)
For more information on youth ministry, visit our website
www.fpcathenspit.com

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ADULTS
9:45-10:40 a.m.

IN PERSON ONLY

New Voices * Room 310

Discussion guided by Wormen In the Bible, by Jaime Clark-
Soles. New Voices will vestart this Sunday, November 7.
Led by: Lewis Hudgins (lewisahudgins@gmail.com)

Parents in the PIT ¢ The Pit

This new class is an invitation for parents of children
and youth to come down to the PIT for a time of
fellowship and support.

Coordinator: Kim Ness(kness@firstpresathens.org)

HYBRID (in person and over Zoon)

Del Dunn Christian Issues * Room 308

An in-depth study and discussion of scripture — with
a chapter-by-chapter reading and discussion of Acts of
the Apostles. Zoom and in-person. Coordinator: Susan
Landrum (slandrum@uga.edu)

Zoom ID: 875 216 0708, PW: 634175

Wayne F. Middendorf Men’s Bible Class
Bride’s Room, Tinsley Stern

Open and honest discussion in a nonjudgmental atmo-
sphere about various aspects of Christianity.

Contacts: Ian Hardin (ianhardin1@gmail.com), Jim Scanlon
(jjtscanlon@yahoo.com)

Zoom ID: 883 5159 0923

Women’s Bible Class ¢ Room 301
Reading and discussion of the Gospel of Mark.
Contact: Wanda Wilcox (wwilcox@uga.edu)

ON HOLD (stay tuned...)

Inquirers * Moses Waddel Room

Thoughttul introspection and lively group discussion
covering contemporary issues and daily Christian liv-
ing, with guest speakers or DVD studies. The class will
resume on a date to be announced.

Facilitators: Carl Bergmann (cberg@ccrc.uga.edu), Carla
Buss (cbuss@uga.edu), Larry Jones (Ifjones@uga.edu)

W. D. Hooper * Room 309

The “oldest” Sunday School class at First Pres will
continue to focus on a Bible Study format. The class
will vesume on a date to be announced.

Led by: Jerris Hayes (jhayefirstpres@gmail.com), Richard
Lane (rlane@uga.edu)



Psalm 24:7-10

Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates
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Georg Weissel, 1642 B Thomas Williams, 1789
Trans. Catherine Winkworth, 1855 Harm. Lowell Mason (1792-1872)
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Savior of the Nations, Come 14

NUN KOMM, DER HEIDEN HEILAND 7.7.7.7

Attr. Ambrose of Milan, 4th ceatury Based on plainsong melody
Para. Martin Luther, 1524 Eyn Enchiridion, Erfurt, 1524
Trans. William Meorton Reynolds, 1850 As in Songs of Syon, 1910
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9 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
VENI EMMANUEL LM with refrain
Latin, ¢. 12th century

Stanzas 1-2 trans. John Mason Neale, 1851; alt. 1854 Adapt, Thomas Helmore, 1854
Stanza 3 trans. Henry Sloane Coffin, 1916 Accomp. John Weaver, 1988
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