
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

April, 25, 2021 - Youth Sunday 

The Ascension of Jesus Christ 
 

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD 
 
GREETING 
 The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 
BLESSING OF THE SENIORS 
 
PRELUDE    Meditation                       Jules Massenet 
 
WORDS OF WELCOME 
 
SONG OF GATHERING                   DIX 

Make a joyful noise to God! All creation sings your praise!  
Great your wonders here displayed, unexcelled throughout our days.  
Glorious is your sacred name, ages old, yet still the same.    

    
CALL TO WORSHIP 

Come, quench your thirst in the love of God. 
We come, hungering for a place in which we can be gently sustained. 
Be like trees planted by the streams of living water,  
ready to receive God’s nourishment. 
Oh God, strengthen us to receive your blessed peace. 
Shout with loud songs of joy 
For God has ascended with shouts of triumphs. 

 
*HYMN 144      Alleluia! Sing to Jesus!              HYFRYDOL 
 
*CALL TO CONFESSION 
 
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in word, thought 
and deed. During this difficult time, we have questioned you, and failed to 
thank you for the ways that you have helped guide us through our (cont.) 

In response to God’s grace, the mission of First 
Presbyterian Church is to create a community where 
people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 
rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of 

Christ with Athens and the world! 



 

 

many struggles. We have looked for you in all the wrong places, and wonder 
why we cannot find you, while you, in fact, are everywhere: in the kindness 
of our neighbors, in the smiling eyes of strangers behind their masks, and in 
the newly blooming flowers of spring.  
 
Forgive the frailty of our faith and open our hearts and minds to the 
presence of our Lord, Jesus Christ, and the things that he has done for us. In 
forgiving us, God of new life, you may enrich our appreciation of your grace 
and allow us to use your grace in service to others. This we pray in the name 
of Jesus, who is with us always.  

 
*SILENT PRAYER 
 Lord, have mercy. Amen. 
 
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 
*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE                       CELTIC ALLELUIA 
 

 
 
*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.  
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 
FIRST LESSON    Psalm 100 
 
SOLO      Jesus, My All, to Heaven Is Gone               Traditional spiritual  

               Arr. K. Lee Scott 
Jesus, my all, to heaven is gone. I’ll never turn back no more;  
he whom I fix my hopes upon, I’ll never turn back no more.  
His path I see, and I’ll pursue, I’ll never turn back no more;  
the narrow way, till him I view, I’ll never turn back no more.  

 
SECOND LESSON    Luke 24:44-53 
 
MEDITATIONS 



 

 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD 
 
HYMN    Lord, I Want to Be a Christian                   African-American spiritual 

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                          Apostles Creed 
I believe in God the Father almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; 
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; 
the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; 
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; 
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORDS PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.  

 
PRESENTATION OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

You may mail your check, set up an automatic payment 
of your pledge through your bank, or donate online using this qr code or 
at firstpresathens.org/home/giving. Thank you for your generosity. 

 
OFFERTORY                     Hymn 392 

 
 *DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
praise him, all creatures here below;  
praise him above, ye heavenly host;  
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  

 
 *PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 
SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD 

 
*HYMN         Go to the World!                                   SINE NOMINE 
 
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 
 



 

 

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE                  Hymn 535 
Go with us Lord, and guide the way through this and every coming day,  
that in your Spirit strong and true our lives may be our gift to you. 

 
POSTLUDE        Alleluia! Sing to Jesus!          Paul Manz 
 
Texts and music for hymns and sung responses reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-714861 

 

  

WORSHIP LEADERS  
Senior Class of 2021 
Kim Ness, Director of Youth Ministries 
Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor  
Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist  
USHERS  
John Simpson, Jimbo LaBoon III  
SUNDAY MORNING MANAGER  
Rebecca Carlton  
AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIANS  
Bryan Owens, Paulo Santos  

FLOWERS  
The Sanctuary flowers are given to 
the glory of God and in loving 
memory of Rachel Short and her 
friend and neighbor Julie Sanks. 
Given by Bill, Stan, Jim and Harold. 
CONGREGATIONAL CARE  
Prayer requests can be submitted to 
the church office, 706-543-4338, or 
by the Prayer Request link on church 
website (firstpresathens.org). 

NOTES ON THE SERVICE 

Dear friends in Christ, 
 

On April 15, the Session received and approved a recommendation from the FPC COVID 
Task Force to make some adjustments to our public health emergency protocols effective 
immediately. 

• The maximum size for indoor gatherings in the church has been raised from 50 to 
100 people. For now, the reservation system for in-person attendance at worship 
services will continue. 

• Temperature checks have been discontinued. 
• The request to refrain from participating in liturgical responses has been lifted. 
• In-person meetings for both internal and external groups may resume upon 

receiving scheduling clearance via the church office. 
 

While we are all overjoyed that we have reached the point in the public health emergency 
that we can make these changes, some public health protocols will remain in place for now. 

• In compliance with the most recent Athens-Clarke County Unified Government 
emergency order, all persons must wear masks while inside the building and 
continue to practice appropriate distancing measures. 

• Worshipers are still asked to refrain from singing, and vocal ensembles remain 
temporarily suspended. 

• Our 10:00 a.m. Sunday morning worship time will remain in effect through the 
remainder of the spring and summer. We are targeting Sunday, August 22, for the 
resumption of the 8:45 and 11:00 a.m. worship services. 

 

The elders, pastors, and staff continue to give thanks for your prayers and your patience as 
we draw closer to the end of the pandemic. As the writer of Ephesians exhorts us, let us 
continue to “lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called, with all 
humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, making every 
effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” (Eph. 4:1-3). 
 

Peace be with you and yours, 
Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor 



 

 

  



 

 

 
 
  



 

 

cstrickland@firstpresathens.org, 706-765-7671 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS
 
“SUNDAY CONVERSATIONS” 
Sundays at 11:30 a.m. 
Join Dr. Ryan Baer for “Sunday 
Conversations” as we reflect on the 
morning worship service and take a 
deeper dive into the Bible texts read and 
proclaimed from the pulpit. 
Zoom ID: 706-543-4338 
Led by Dr. Ryan Baer 
(ryan@firstpresathens.org)  
 
LIMITED IN-PERSON WORSHIP  
If you would like to join us next Sunday for 
a limited in-person worship, please click on 
the Eventbrite link on the church website. 
Alternatively, you can contact the church 
office at (706) 543-4338 and we will add 
you to the list. 
 
BOOKS FOR KEEPS BOOK DRIVE 
Since 2009, Books for Keeps has given 
more than half a million books to local 
children from low-income families in 
grades Pre-K through 12. FPC has become 
a large supporter of Books for Keeps with 
our annual book drive. You can help by 
bringing your used books to the bins in the 
Atrium or church office. Books of all kinds 
will be accepted, then sold by Books for 
Keeps with proceeds used to buy new 
children’s books. To learn more about the 
organization, go to booksforkeeps.org.  
 
FOOD SUNDAY DROP-OFF 
You may bring donations of sweet peas, 
pork 'n beans, and toilet paper to church 
9:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. on Friday, May 7. 
Please bring food in plastic bags and put 
them in the open trunk. 
 

Alternatively, you may take your 
donations directly to the Athens Area 
Emergency Food Bank between 9:00 a.m.-
noon, Monday-Friday at 640 Barber 
Street, Athens, 30601 (don’t confuse this 
with the Northeast Georgia Food Bank on 
Newton Bridge Rd). Please put food on 
loading dock at far end of building. Thanks 
for your donations in April - our neighbors 
in need are grateful. 

 
CHAIR YOGA 
Tuesdays at 11:30 a.m. via Zoom 
Zoom ID: 558-324-3907 (PW: 6136) 
Join Mel Berzack for a Yoga practice via 
Zoom on Tuesdays at 11:30 a.m. You will 
need a practical chair (preferably no arm 
rests or side restrictions) and (if you have 
one) a mat for a small amount of standing 
poses. The practice will be around one 
hour long. All are welcome.  
 
BIBLE STUDY GROUP 
The Josephine Paine Bible Study meets 
10:00 - 11:00 a.m. on 2nd and 4th 
Thursdays via Zoom (ID: 706 543 4338). 
The scripture passage for each class will 
be the same text addressed by the 
upcoming Sunday’s sermon. Next meeting 
will be Thursday, May 13 to study Acts 1:15-
26. Open to all. 
 
OUR DAILY BREAD 
Volunteers (ages 18-70) needed to prepare 
lunch for those in need on the 1st 
Wednesday of the month. We also have a 
team to fix and distribute breakfast on 
2nd and 4th Tuesdays. Safety protocols 
will be used. Contact Patty Whiten at 678-
371-1757 to help with breakfast, and Fran 
Lane (706-543-1074) to help with lunch. 
 
A BICENTENNIAL HISTORY  
If you would like to order a book, each 
copy is $55 (price includes sales tax). You 
may pay online at our website or by check. 
Please call the church office to schedule 
an appointment to pick up your copy.  
 
STEPHEN MINISTRY 
Are you experiencing pandemic fatigue? 
You are not alone. Our Stephen Ministers 
can help. Please contact a Stephen Leader: 

Dawn Frisch 
dawnmfrisch@aol.com, 914-255-3447 

Bob Frisch 
rpfrisch@aol.com, 914-262-1078 

Lisa Oelke 
lisakoelke@gmail.com, 706-540-4251 

Carol Strickland 
 



 

 

THIS WEEK 
 

Sunday, April 25 - Youth Sunday, High School Senior Recognition 

  9:00 a.m.       Adult Sunday School (please check firstpresathens.org for more information) 
10:00 a.m.       Service Livestream on Facebook and YouTube 
            Limited in-person worship (please go to firstpresathens.org to register) 
11:30 a.m.     “Sunday Conversations” with Dr. Ryan Baer (Zoom ID: 706-543-4338) 
  3:30 p.m.      Blessing of the 5th Graders via Zoom 
 

Monday, April 26 

  2:00 p.m. Lay Caller Meeting via Zoom 
  5:00 p.m. Campus Kitchen, Main Kitchen 
  5:30 p.m. Handbell Choir Rehearsal, Fellowship Hall 
 

Tuesday, April 27 

  7:00 a.m. Our Daily Bread, First Baptist Church 
  10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting via Zoom 
11:30 a.m. Chair Yoga via Zoom (Zoom ID: 558-324-3907, PW: 3636) 
  5:00 p.m. Campus Kitchen, Main Kitchen 
  6:00 p.m. Stephen Ministry Meeting via Zoom 
 

Wednesday, April 28 

  4:30 p.m. Shakespeare: “The Merry Wives of Windsor” via Zoom  
  (e-mail Ron Bogue at rbogue@uga.edu to join class) 

 

Sunday, May 2 – Communion Sunday, Scottish Reformation Sunday 

  9:00 a.m.       Adult Sunday School (please check firstpresathens.org for more information) 
10:00 a.m.       Service Livestream on Facebook and YouTube, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching 
            Limited in-person worship (please go to firstpresathens.org to register) 
11:30 a.m.     “Sunday Conversations” with Dr. Ryan Baer (Zoom ID: 706-543-4338) 
  5:00 p.m.  Final Family Game Night for youth “The Amazing Race: Highland Games”
  
 
 

 

 

SCOTTISH REFORMATION SUNDAY 
May 2, 10:00 a.m. 

 

Scottish Reformation Sunday helps us remember our Presbyterian roots that go back to John 
Knox. During the Protestant Reformation, Knox, a friend of the French reformer John Calvin, 

fought to bring freedom to read the Bible and to govern the local church to the people of 
Scotland. Knox also believed that the local congregation or Kirk, through part of a larger 

network of churches, should be governed by its members and not some far-off 
bishop.  Scottish Sunday is normally held on a Sunday in May which coincides with John Knox 

returning to Scotland from exile in Switzerland in May of 1558 to lead the Scottish Reformation 
and political revolution which eventually replaced Queen Mary on the Scottish throne.   

 

This Sunday is also a time for our congregation to thank state, regional and local officials for 
their service to our community and to pray for their work throughout the year.  Unfortunately, 
due to the ongoing pandemic, dignitaries have not been invited to join us in person this year, 

however, we will still have a flag processional and the bagpipe.  We hope you will join us for our 
annual celebration of our Scottish heritage in worship next week. Register online for in-person 

seating or worship with us virtually through our Facebook or YouTube live-stream. 
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