In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is
to create a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!

January 3, 2021
10:00 a.m. Service
Second Sunday of Christmas

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD
Welcome to all who are worshipping with us. As we enter a holy space this morning,
please silence your cell phone. Consult an usher if you need a personal hearing device,
large-print bulletin or large-print hymnal.

Greeting 		
Psalm 118:24
This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!
Prelude

Noël

A special word of
welcome: thank you
for being with us for
worship this morning.
We are delighted and
hope that you will
join us again next
Sunday.

Louis-Claude Daquin

Words of Welcome and Concerns of the Church
Song of Gathering
PUER NOBIS NASCITUR
O splendor of God’s glory bright, from light eternal bringing light;
thou light of life, light’s living spring, true day, all days illumining.
Call to Worship
Come, hear the Christmas news:
Jesus Christ is born!
Come, sing the Christmas story:
Jesus Christ is born!
Come, worship the Christmas child.
Jesus Christ is born!
*Hymn 327

O Word of God Incarnate

MUNICH

*Call to Confession
*Prayer of Confession
O Holy One, forgive us when we fail to live in the good news of
your Christmas story: when we hear the choir sing, “Rejoice!”
but we do not join their chorus; when we know the angels say,
“Do not fear,” yet fear is all we can muster; when we see a star
rising in the east, but we turn away from its light. Forgive us,
O Lord, of the sins of our lives and the sins of the systems we fail
to disrupt. Convict us with the cry of a child from a manger,
and free us to try again.
*Silent Prayer
Lord, have mercy. Amen.
*Assurance of Pardon
*Those who are able may stand.

The opening four
lines of O Word of God
Incarnate celebrate
attributes of Christ that
are revealed through
holy Scripture, which
serves as a lantern, a
chart, and a compass for
the church in seeking
to know Christ better.
The setting of the tune
comes from Felix Mendelssohn’s Elijah.

*Congregational Response

Jacques Berthier

*The Peace
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD
Prayer for Illumination
First Lesson
Psalm 2:7-8
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.
Second Lesson
Luke 2:41-52
This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.
O Sing a Song of Bethlehem, created by a noted
Presbyterian hymnal
editor and scholar,
employs place names
and sensory images
(light, fragrance, wind)
to sketch the events of
Christ’s life. The tune
name commemorates
the village in Sussex
where the arranger first
heard the traditional
melody.
We recite this portion
of one the best known
and most influential
passages in the Pauline
corpus. This “hymn”
beautifully presents
the story of Christ’s
incarnation.
There are different
interpretations of
the text of the solo,
including a traditions
of children collecting
fresh water from a well
on New Year’s Day
to sprinkle on people
as they sang the carol.
The words “levy dew”
may come from a Welsh
phrase meaning “a cry
to God,” or in French,
“raise to God,” which
refers to raising communion elements.
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Sermon

Boy in the Temple

Dr. Ryan Baer

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD
*Hymn 308

O Sing a Song of Bethlehem

KINGSFOLD

*Affirmation of Faith
from Philippians 2:5b-11
We trust in Christ Jesus,
who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited,
but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,
he humbled himself and became obedient to the point
of death - even death on a cross.
Therefore God also highly exalted him
and gave him the name that is above every name,
so that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under
the earth,
and every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory, forever. Amen.
Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings
Offertory

A New Year Carol

Here we bring new water from the well so clear,
For to worship God with, this happy New Year. (cont.)

Benjamin Britten

Refrain: Sing levy dew, sing levy dew, the water and the wine;
The seven bright gold wires and the bugles that do shine.
Sing reign of Fair Maid, with gold upon her toe,
Open you the West Door and turn the Old Year go. Refrain
Sing reign of Fair Maid, with gold upon her chin,
Open you the East Door, and let the New Year in. Refrain

*Doxology

Hymn 592

		Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

		
		
		

praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication
Sacrament of Holy Communion
Invitation to the Lord’s Table
The Great Thanksgiving
		 The Lord be with you.
		 And also with you.
		 Lift up your hearts.
		 We lift them to the Lord.
		 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
					 It is right to give our thanks and praise...
“...with all the company of heaven and earth we praise your holy name singing:”

The musical setting of
the communion liturgy
is based on the hymn
tune PICARDY,
arranged by Kimberly
Bracken Long.

“...Great is the mystery of faith:”
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“..all glory and honor are yours, almighty God, forever and ever.”

The Lord’s Prayer
Hymnal, p. 16
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory, forever. Amen.
Breaking of the Bread and Giving of the Cup
Communion of the People
Prayer after Communion

SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD
*Hymn 508

For the Bread Which You Have Broken

KINGDOM

*Charge and Benediction

Texts and music for hymns and
sung responses reprinted under
OneLicense.net #A-714861

*Congregational Response
PUER NOBIS NASCITUR
To God the Father, God the Son, and Holy Spirit, three in one,
may every tongue and nation raise
an endless song of thankful praise.
Postlude

Noël Suisse

Louis-Claude Daquin

NOTES ON THE SERVICE
WORSHIP LEADERS

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIANS

Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor
Dr. Carol Strickland, Associate Pastor
Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist
Ann Harper Covington, Soloist

Bryan Owens, Jack Palmer

USHERS
Jimbo Laboon, John Simpson

SUNDAY MORNING MANAGER
Rebecca Carlton
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FLOWERS

The flowers in the Sanctuary are given to the
glory of God.

CONGREGATIONAL CARE
Prayer requests can be submitted to the church
office, 706-543-4338, or by the Prayer Request
link on our church website (firstpresathens.org).

ANNOUNCEMENTS
FOOD SUNDAY
You may bring donations of canned pasta,
salty snacks, and sweet snacks to church
9:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. on Friday, January 8.
Please bring food in plastic bags and put them
in the open trunk.
Alternatively, you may take your donations directly to the Athens Area Emergency Food Bank
between 9:00 a.m.-noon, Monday-Friday at 640
Barber Street, Athens, 30601 (don’t confuse this
with the Northeast Georgia Food Bank on Newton Bridge Rd). Please put food on loading dock
at far end of building. Thanks for your donations
in December - our neighbors in need are grateful.
“SUNDAY CONVERSATIONS”
Sundays at 11:30 a.m.
Join Dr. Ryan Baer for “Sunday Conversations”
as we reflect on the morning worship service
and take a deeper dive into the Bible texts read
and proclaimed from the pulpit.
Zoom ID: 706-543-4338 (PW: 185185)
Led by Dr. Ryan Baer (ryan@firstpresathens.org)

2020-21 WEEKDAY SCHOOL
First Pres Weekday School registration for Fall
2021 begins for in-house students on Tuesday,
January 12. On Friday, January 15 at noon,
community registration begins. Our Weekday
School is a half day church preschool serving 3
months through 5 years. Questions? Call our
director, Elaine Johnson, at (706) 206-8180 or
e-mail elaine@firstpresathens.org.
LIMITED IN-PERSON WORSHIP
If you would like to join us next Sunday for a
limited in-person worship, please click on the
Eventbrite link on the church website. Alternatively, you can contact the church office at
(706) 543-4338 and we will add you to the list.
Please make sure to read the additional
instructions that are posted on the website.
If you are over 65 or have underlying health
conditions, we encourage you to stay home and
join us via Facebook or YouTube.

THIS WEEK
Sunday, January 3 - Second Sunday after Christmas, Communion Sunday
9:00 a.m.
Adult Sunday School (please check firstpresathens.org for more information)
10:00 a.m.
Service Livestream on Facebook and YouTube, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
Limited in-person worship (please go to firstpresathens.org to register)
11:30 a.m. 					 “Sunday Conversations” with Dr. Ryan Baer (Zoom ID: 706-543-4338, PW:185185)
Monday, January 4
10:00 a.m.
Circle Two via Zoom
Tuesday, January 5
1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting via Zoom
2:00 p.m. Circle Three-Four via Zoom
3:00 p.m. Finance Committee Meeting via Zoom
7:00 p.m. Circle Six via Zoom
Wednesday, January 6 - Epiphany of the Lord
Thursday, January 7
1:00 p.m.
Program Staff Meeting via Zoom
Friday, January 8 - New Year’s Day, Church Office Closed
9:30 a.m.
Food Sunday drop-off (9:30-11:00 a.m.), Church Office parking lot
Sunday, January 10 - Baptism of the Lord
9:00 a.m.
Adult Sunday School (please check firstpresathens.org for more information)
10:00 a.m.
Service Livestream on Facebook and YouTube, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
Limited in-person worship (please go to firstpresathens.org to register)
11:30 a.m. 					 “Sunday Conversations” with Dr. Ryan Baer (Zoom ID: 706-543-4338, PW:185185)

LOOKING AHEAD
January 14 - Josephine Paine Bible Study via Zoom Begins
Stated Session Meeting via Zoom

