A Festival of Lessons & Carols
Sunday, December 13, 2020
10:00 a.m.
Third Sunday of Advent

First Presbyterian Church
of Athens

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD
Welcome to all who are worshipping with us. As we enter a holy space this morning, please silence your cell
phone. Consult an usher if you need a personal hearing device, large-print bulletin, or large-print hymnal.

Greeting
This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!
Prelude

Prelude on IRBY

Phillip Moore

Words of Welcome and Concerns of the Church
Moment for Mission

Christmas Joy Offering

Dr. Carol Strickland

Lighting of the Advent Wreath
Hymn

			

Once in Royal David’s City

IRBY

Stanzas 1 and 2 - soloists, stanzas 3-6, all

*Bidding Prayer and Lord’s Prayer
Hymnal, p. 16
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
Sacrament of Baptism
Through baptism, we welcome Anneliese, Art, and Miles Woodall, into the one, holy, catholic
and apostolic Church.
*Question to the Congregation
Do we, as members of the church of Jesus Christ, promise to guide and nurture Anneliese,
Art, and Miles by word and deed, with love and prayer, encouraging them to know and
follow Christ? If so, please stand.
*Affirmation of Faith
		 I believe in God the Father almighty,
		 Maker of heaven and earth.
		 And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
		 who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
		 born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
		 was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
		 the third day he rose again from the dead;
		 he ascended into heaven,
		 and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
		 from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
		 I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church;
		 the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
		 the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.
Hymn
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Baptized in Water

*Those who are able may stand.

The Apostles’ Creed

BUNESSAN

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD
First Lesson
Carol

Genesis 3:8-15, 17-19

Adam and Eve disobey God

This is the Truth Sent from Above

James Kirkby

This is the truth sent from above, the truth of God, the God of love;
therefore don’t turn me from the door, but hearken all, both rich and poor.
The first thing which I do relate, is that God did man create;
the next thing which to you I’ll tell, woman was made with man to dwell.
Then after that ’twas God’s own choice to place them both in paradise,
there to remain from evil free except they ate of such a tree.
But they did eat, which was a sin, and thus their ruin did begin,
ruined themselves, both you and me, and all of their posterity.
Thus we were heirs to endless woes, till God the Lord did interpose;
and so a promise soon did run: that he would redeem us by his Son.

Second Lesson
*Hymn 9
Third Lesson
Carol

Genesis 22:15-18
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
Isaiah 9:2, 6-7

God’s promise to Abraham
VENI EMMANUEL

A great light in the darkness

People, Look East

Malcolm Archer

People, look East. The time is near of the crowning of the year.
Make your house fair as you are able, trim the hearth, and set the table.
People, look East, and sing today: Love the Guest is on the way.
Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, one more seed is planted there:
give up your strength the seed to nourish, that in course the flower may flourish.
People, look East, and sing today: Love the Rose is on the way.
Stars, keep their watch. When night is dim one more light the bowl shall brim,
shining beyond the frosty weather, bright as sun and moon together.
People, look East, and sing today: Love the Star is on the way.
Angels announce to man and beast, him who cometh from the East.
Set every peak and valley humming with the word, the Lord is coming.
People, look East, and sing today: Love the Lord is on the way.

Fourth Lesson
Carol

Isaiah 11:1-4a, 6-9
Lo, How A Rose E’er Blooming

A little child will lead them
Dale Adelmann

Lo, how a rose e’er blooming from tender stem hath sprung,
of Jesse’s lineage coming as seers of old have sung.
It came a blossom bright, amid the cold of winter,
when half spent was the night.
Isaiah ’twas foretold it, the rose I have in mind,
with Mary we behold it, the virgin mother kind.
To show God’s love aright, she bore to us a Savior,
when half spent was the night.
O flower, whose fragrance tender with sweetness fills the air,
dispel in glorious splendor the darkness everywhere.
True man, yet very God, from sin and death now save us,
and share our every load.

Fifth Lesson
Carol

Luke 1:26-35, 38
In dulci jubilo

An angel appears to Mary
Ian Higgingson

In dulci jubilo, let us our homage show; our heart’s joy reclineth, In praesepio,
and like a bright star shineth, Matris in gremio.
Alpha es et O, Alpha es et O!
O Jesu parvule! I yearn for thee always! Hear me, I beseech thee,
O Puer optime! My prayer let it reach thee, O Princeps gloriae!
Trahe me post te, trahe me post te!
O Patris caritas, O Nati lenitas! Deeply were we stained,
Per nostra crimina; but thou has for us gained, Coelorum gaudia.
O that we were there, O that we were there!
Ubi sunt gaudia, if that they be not there? There are angels singing, Nova cantica,
There the bells are singing, In Regis curia:
O that we were there, O that we were there!

3

Sixth Lesson

Luke 2:1-7

*Hymn 44
Seventh Lesson

O Little Town of Bethlehem
Luke 2:8-16

Carol

It Came Upon the Midnight Clear

Mary gives birth in Bethlehem
ST. LOUIS

Angels announce the Messiah

It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old,
from angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold:
“Peace on the earth, good will to all, from heaven’s all gracious King.”
The world in solemn stillness lay to hear the angels sing.
Still through the cloven skies they come with peaceful wings unfurled,
and still their heavenly music floats o’er all the weary world;
above its sad and lowly plains they bend on hovering wing,
and ever o’er its Babel sounds the blessed angels sing.
O hear, the blessed angels sing!
For lo! the days are hastening on, by prophets seen of old,
when with the ever-circling years shall come the time foretold,
when peace shall over all the earth its ancient splendors fling,
and all the world give back the song which now the angels sing.

Eighth Lesson

Matthew 2:1-11

*Hymn 53

David Ashley White

Magi come from the East

What Child Is This

Ninth Lesson

John 1:1-14

GREENSLEEVES

And the word became flesh

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD
Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings

You may mail your check, set up an automatic payment of your pledge through your bank, or donate online at
firstpresathens.org/home/giving. Thank you for your generosity.

Offertory Carol

In the Bleak Midwinter

Harold Darke

In the bleak midwinter frosty wind made moan, earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone;
snow had fallen snow on snow, snow on snow, in the bleak midwinter, long ago.
Our God, heaven cannot hold him nor earth sustain; heaven and earth shall flee away when he comes
to reign: in the bleak midwinter a stable-place sufficed the Lord God Almighty Jesus Christ.
Enough for him, whom cherubim worship night and day, a breastful of milk and a manger full of hay;
enough for him, whom angels fall down before, the ox and ass and camel which adore.
What can I give him, poor as I am? If I were a shepherd I would bring a lamb,
if I were a wise man I would do my part, yet what I can I give him, give my heart.

*Hymn 31

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

MENDELSSOHN

*Blessing and Charge
*Postlude

In dulci jubilo

Johann Sebastian Bach

Texts and music for hymns and sung responses reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-714861

NOTES ON THE SERVICE
WORSHIP LEADERS

FLOWERS

Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor
Dr. Carol Strickland, Associate Pastor
Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist
Kendall Marie Kookogey, Soprano
John Tsao, Tenor

The poinsettias and flowers in the Sanctuary
are given to the glory of God.

USHERS

We have a rosebud in honor of the birth of
Arthur Lawton Stephens on December 1, 2020.
His parents are Maggie and Lawton Stephens, Jr.
Grandparents are Mary and Lawton Stephens.

Jimbo Laboon, Beverly Phares, John Simpson

CONGREGATIONAL CARE

SUNDAY MORNING MANAGER

Prayer requests can be submitted to the church
office, 706-543-4338, or by the Prayer Request
link on our church website (firstpresathens.org).

Rebecca Carlton

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIANS
Bryan Owens, Jack Palmer
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
LIMITED IN-PERSON WORSHIP
If you would like to join us next Sunday for a
limited in-person worship, please click on the
Eventbrite link on the church website beginning
tomorrow at 9:00 a.m. Alternatively, you can
contact the church office at (706) 543-4338 and
we will add you to the list.
Please make sure to read the additional
instructions that are posted on the website.
If you are over 65 or have underlying health
conditions, we encourage you to stay home and
join us via Facebook or YouTube.
HOLIDAYS@FIRST 2020
For more information about FPC Holiday
Programs, please go to firstpresathens.org and look
for the Holidays@First brochure on the home page.
“SUNDAY CONVERSATIONS”
Sundays at 11:30 a.m.
Join Dr. Ryan Baer for “Sunday Conversations”
as we reflect on the morning worship service
and take a deeper dive into the Bible texts read
and proclaimed from the pulpit.
Zoom ID: 706-543-4338 (PW: 185185)
Led by Dr. Ryan Baer (ryan@firstpresathens.org)

LABYRINTH
Our new Labyrinth in Fellowship Hall is now
decorated with an Advent/Christmas Journey
Theme. Come enjoy a few peaceful moments
and be reminded of the true reason for the season
as you walk the labyrinth. The labyrinth will be
open throughout the Advent season Mondays –
Thursdays, 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. and Saturday
mornings 9:00 a.m.-noon (November 29 –
December 19). Reservations and masks required.
COMMITMENT REMINDER
Thank you to all who have made a financial
commitment for 2021. We depend on the
generosity of everyone to support our ministries
and missions. If you have not yet made your
commitment, please do so by December
30 at noon so the Session can plan the 2020
budget. You may mail your pledge card to
the church office, or make a pledge online at
firstpresathens.org/home/giving. If you have
any questions, please contact Roger Burbage
at rburbage@firstpresathens.org.

Christmas Joy Offering

Today
God has given us the perfect gift in Jesus: Emmanuel, “God with us” (Matthew 1:23). Let us
share our gifts and be with those who have need. This special offering assists church workers
and encourages students of color. Please be generous. To contribute by check, please identify
your gift as being for “Christmas Joy” noted on the bottom, or go to firstpresathens.org/home/
giving/ (please select “Christmas Joy” under “Select a Fund”).

Salvation Army Angel Tree
To provide Christmas gifts for a child (or children) from birth to age 14 from the online Angel Tree,
please follow the link and directions on our home page, firstpresathens.org. This link takes you to
the children (angels) which have been set aside for First Presbyterian Church. Drop off unwrapped
gifts to FPC or Salvation Army by December 15. Currently we have 20 angels available. Questions?
Contact Eunice or Pat Tritt at 706-543-0801.

200th Birthday Drive-by Party
Sunday, December 20, 5:00-7:00 p.m.
The global pandemic has shifted many of our plans to 2021, but we still want to mark this year.
Join your church family for a DRIVE-BY 200th Birthday Celebration in front of the church
on Hancock Avenue. We’ll provide cupcakes straight to your car and have the steps aglow with
200 luminaries. You’ll also have an opportunity to donate to the Bicentennial/Christmas Eve
Offering and pick up candles for Candlelight Christmas Eve Service for those who will worship
with us from home. The offering will benefit the Neighborhood Health Clinic and Bethlehem
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Service of the Longest Night
Monday, December 21, 7:00 p.m. via Zoom
Join us via Zoom for the Service of the Longest Night. The service takes its name from the fact that
in the Northern Hemisphere in December, there are more hours of darkness than light, and this
service acknowledges that many in our community do not find this to be “the most wonderful time
of the year.” We will pray with and for those in our community who may be hurting and grieving,
while remembering that the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.

A very special invitation to join us on Christmas Eve:
Thursday, December 24
Family Service, 4:00 p.m.
Communion Candlelight Services, 6:00 & 8:00 p.m.
Please plan to join us on Facebook, YouTube, or in-person (limited seating) on this most holy of
nights as we celebrate the birth of our Savior. If you would like to join us in-person, please click on
the Eventbrite link on the church website beginning Thursday, December 17 at 9:00 a.m.
Alternatively, you can contact the church office at (706) 543-4338 and we will add you to the list.
Please make sure to read the additional instructions that are posted on the website.
If you are over 65 or have underlying health conditions, we encourage you
to stay home and join us via Facebook or YouTube.
The special offering will benefit the Neighborhood Health Clinic
and Bethlehem Ministries Clinic in Haiti.

2020 Holiday Benevolence Market Goes Virtual
Like so much of this year, our 26th annual Holiday Benevolence Market has become a virtual
event, but rest assured that your donations to the 27 participating non-profit organizations will
provide real-world benefits!
You can find the shopping list by visiting our church homepage and clicking on the button labeled
“Holiday Benevolence Market.” That will take you to the shopping list so you can print it and
fill it out at home.
Please mail your completed form and check to Holiday Benevolence Market, P.O. Box 1592,
Athens, GA 30601, or drop it by the church office. If you have any questions, please call Denise
Horton at 706-247-6027.

2020-21 Weekday School
First Pres Weekday School registration for Fall 2021 begins for in-house students on Tuesday,
January 12. On Friday, January 15 at noon, community registration begins. Our Weekday
School is a half day church preschool serving 3 months through 5 years. Questions? Call our
director, Elaine Johnson, at (706) 206-8180 or e-mail elaine@firstpresathens.org.
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THIS WEEK
Sunday, December 13 - Third Sunday of Advent, Christmas Joy Offering,
						
Family Promise Host Week Begins
9:00 a.m.
Adult Sunday School (please check firstpresathens.org for more information)
10:00 a.m.
A Festival of Lessons & Carols Livestream on Facebook and YouTube
Limited in-person service (please go to firstpresathens.org to register)
11:30 a.m. 					 “Sunday Conversations” with Dr. Ryan Baer, (Zoom ID: 706-543-4338, PW:185185)
4:00 p.m. Mission & Outreach Commission Meeting via Zoom
7:00 p.m.
Youth - Elf Night via Zoom
Monday, December 14
1:00 p.m. Labyrinth open in Fellowship Hall - Mondays-Thursdays 1:00-4:00 p.m.
		
(please go to FirstPresAthens.org to make a reservation)
Wednesday, December 16
4:30 p.m.
Shakespeare: “As You Like It” via Zoom (e-mail Ron Bogue at rbogue@uga.edu to join class)
Saturday, December 19
9:00 a.m. 					 Last day Labyrinth is open (until noon), please go to FirstPresAthens.org to make a reservation)
Sunday, December 20 - Fourth Sunday of Advent, FPC 200th Birthday
9:00 a.m.
Adult Sunday School (please check firstpresathens.org for more information)
10:00 a.m.
Service Livestream on Facebook and YouTube, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
Limited in-person worship (please go to firstpresathens.org to register)
11:30 a.m. 					 “Sunday Conversations” with Dr. Ryan Baer, (Zoom ID: 706-543-4338, PW:185185)
5:00 p.m.
FPC 200th Birthday Drive-by Party (until 7:00 p.m.)

LOOKING AHEAD
December 21 - The Service of the Longest Night (7:00 p.m. via Zoom)
December 24, Christmas Eve - Family Service, 4:00 p.m.
			 		

Candlelight Communion Services, 6:00 & 8:00 p.m.

			 		

Church Office Closed for Christmas Holiday

December 25 - Church Office Closed for Christmas Holiday
		

Christmas Day Meals on Wheels Delivery

Poinsettia Dedication
If you wish to give a contribution in honor or memory of a loved one, please place your order
by Tuesday, December 15. Each dedication is $10. You may fill out the form and pay online
(please click on the link posted in the church website for more instructions), mail it with a check
to the church office, or contact the church at 706-543-4338 or frontdesk@firstpresathens.org
with your dedications. Each dedication will be listed in the December 20 worship service bulletin.
In Memory of
_________________________________________________________________
In Honor of
_________________________________________________________________
Given by
_________________________________________________________________
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SESSION
Ryan Baer, Moderator
Kitty Donnan, Clerk of Session
Carol Strickland, Associate Pastor
Class of 2020
Class of 2021
Jeff Bangle
Jennifer Walden Abbott
Meghan Bawcum
Michelle Clendenen-Shaw
Bob Burton
Elizabeth Earl
Julie Hayes
Ed Ferguson
Sydney Jackson
Rob Haire
Avery McLean
Grace Lu
Jeanne Nadenicek
Chris Pope
Carl Nichols
Mixon Robinson
Tom Reigle
Rosemary Stancil
Judy Scanlon		

Class of 2022
Karen Burg
Kitty Donnan
Larry Jones
Andy Jordan
Jimbo LaBoon
Tom Landrum
Beverly Phares
Courtney Pittman
Smith Wilson

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF
Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor (ryan@firstpresathens.org)
Dr. Carol Strickland, Associate Pastor (cstrickland@firstpresathens.org)
The Rev. Margaret Davis, Parish Associate (margaret@firstpresathens.org)
Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist (jcoble@firstpresathens.org)
Mrs. Kim Ness, Director of Youth Ministries (kness@firstpresathens.org)
Mrs. Natalie Bishop, Director of Children’s Ministries (natalie@firstpresathens.org)
Mrs. Elaine Johnson, Director of Weekday School (elaine@firstpresathens.org)
Mr. Roger Burbage, Church Administrator (rburbage@firstpresathens.org)
Mrs. Lucy Bell Johnson, Administrative Assistant for Congregational Care & 			
Membership (lbell@firstpresathens.org)
Mr. Paulo Santos, Communications Specialist (paulo@firstpresathens.org)
Mrs. Jennifer Sunderlin, Receptionist/Administrative Assistant (frontdesk@firstpresathens.org)
Mrs. Angie Townsend, Accountant (angie@firstpresathens.org)
Mrs. Marcy Fabris, Weekday School Administrative Assistant (wds@firstpresathens.org)
Ms. Rita Raines, Nursery Coordinator
Mrs. Charlotte Chromiak, Children’s Music Assistant (charlotteposs@gmail.com)
Mrs. Madeline Van Dyck, Parish Nurse
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