
November 29, 2020
10:00 a.m. Livestream
First Sunday of Advent

A special word of 
welcome: thank you 
for being with us for 
worship this morning. 
We are delighted and 
hope that you will 
join us again next 
Sunday.

Beginning as a 
paraphrase of Psalm 
24:7-10, Lift Up Your 
Heads, Ye Mighty Gates 
then applies the door 
imagery to the singer’s 
heart, and concludes 
with the individu-
al’s welcome of the 
approaching Savior. It 
is set to a very effective 
anonymous 18th-cen-
tury English tune that 
has served many texts.

GATHERING IN THE NAME OF GOD

Welcome to all who are worshipping with us. As we enter a holy space this morning, 
please silence your cell phone. Consult an usher if you need a personal hearing device, 
large-print bulletin or large-print hymnal.

  Greeting                                                        Psalm 118:24
 This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!

  Prelude                    Savior of the Nations, Come         Johann Sebastian Bach

  Words of Welcome and Concerns of the Church

  Moment for Mission          Holiday Benevolence Market         Denise Horton

  Lighting of the Advent Wreath                                       

  Congregational Response                                      VENI EMMANUEL

 O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 
 that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.
 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

  Call to Worship                                                                 
 The heavens are being torn open!
 The mountains quake at God’s presence.
 The face of God is soon to shine among us.
 Even the stars cannot hold God’s glory!

*Hymn 8           Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates                      TRURO

*Call to Confession

*Prayer of Confession
 Restore us, O God of hosts. Let your face shine, that we may be 
 saved. Save us, O Lord, from traps of our own creating: from  
 fear that blocks the way of love, from worry that blocks the  
 way of joy, from isolation that blocks the way of relationship,  
 from structural injustices that keep the world bound. Forgive  
 us, O God of hosts, until the stars fall from heaven and we live  
 as people transformed.

*Silent Prayer
 Lord, have mercy. Amen.

*Assurance of Pardon

In response to God’s grace, the mission of First Presbyterian Church is 
to create a community where people seek the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 

rejoice in worship, and go forth sharing the love of Christ with Athens and the world!

*Those who are able may stand.



*Congregational Response                                                       PSALM 42
 Comfort, comfort you my people,  tell of peace, thus says our God;
 comfort those who sit in darkness  bowed beneath oppression’s load.
 Speak you to Jerusalem of the peace that waits for them; 
 tell them that their sins I cover, and their warfare now is over.

*The Peace
 Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 
 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
 And also with you. 

  Sacrament of Baptism       
 Through baptism, we welcome Ward Burkhart Johnson, into the one,
 holy, catholic and apostolic Church.

 *Question to the Congregation 
 Do we, as members of the church of Jesus Christ, promise to guide and
 nurture Ward by word and deed, with love and prayer, encouraging
 him to know and follow Christ? If so, please stand.

 *Affirmation of Faith                                            The Apostles’ Creed
  I believe in God the Father almighty,
  Maker of heaven and earth.

  And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
  who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
  born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
  was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
  the third day he rose again from the dead;
  he ascended into heaven,
  and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
  from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

  I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church;
  the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
  the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

 Hymn                          Baptized in Water                               BUNESSAN

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

  Prayer for Illumination         

  First Lesson                    Luke 23:1-5
 This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

  Solo                            Savior of the Nations, Come          Georgiann H. Toole
 Savior of the nations, come, virgin’s son, make earth your home, 
 marvel now, O heaven and earth, that the Lord chose such a birth. 
 From the Godhead forth you came, and return unto the same, 
 captive leading death and hell. High the song of triumph swell! 
 You, the chosen Holy One, have o’er death victory won. 
 Boundless shall your kingdom be; when shall we its glories see? 
 Brightly does your manger shine, glorious is its light divine. 
 Let not hate o’er-cloud this light; ever be our faith so bright.

  Second Lesson              Daniel 6:6-27
 This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

  Sermon                        Daniel’s Hope in God                         Dr. Ryan Baer

RESPONDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

*Hymn 13                   Prepare the Way         BEREDEN VÄG FÖR HAERRAN
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Next to the Nicene 
Creed, The Apostles’ 
Creed is the most 
universally accepted 
doctrinal statement in 
Christendom. Although 
not written by apostles, 
it reflects the theological 
formulations of the first 
century church. Arising 
from an early baptismal 
creed, it underwent 
development, attaining 
its present form in the 
eighth century.

The solo is an 
arrangement of a hymn 
attributed to Ambrose,
which Martin Luther 
paraphrased to create 
a German chorale. It 
is arranged by con-
temporary American 
composer Georgiann 
H. Toole. Dr. Toole 
is on the education 
faculty at Shepherd 
University and is fonder 
and artistic director of 
the Antietam Women’s 
Ensemble.

Prepare the Way, O Zion, 
an engaging Advent text 
based on Isaiah 40:3-5 
and Psalm 24:7-10, 
has been in use in the 
Church of Sweden for 
almost two hundred 
years. It is set to a 
version of an even older 
Swedish tune, which 
in turn seems to be 
derived from a German 
folk tune that spread to 
Scandinavia.



You may mail your check, 
set up an automatic payment
of your pledge through your 
bank, or donate online at 
firstpresathens.org/
home/giving. Thank you 
for your generosity. 

With it’s opening 
word, Come Thou 
Long-Expected Jesus 
sounds the note of 
entreaty and invitation 
that characterizes the 
Advent season (from the 
Latin word adventus = 
“coming”). Its blending 
of memory and hope 
helps us to give voice to 
our present faith as we 
stand between the past 
and the future.

Texts and music for hymns and 
sung responses reprinted under 
OneLicense.net #A-714861
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  Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer                    
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy  
 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
 as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the  
 power and the glory, forever. Amen.

  Presentation of Our Tithes and Offerings

  Offertory                  Comfort, Comfort, Now My People         Egil Hovland
 *Doxology                                                                         Hymn 592
  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
  praise him, all creatures here below; 
  praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
  praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

 *Prayer of Dedication

SENDING IN THE NAME OF GOD

*Hymn 1                   Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus           STUTTGART

*Charge and Benediction

*Congregational Response                           VENI EMMANUEL, refrain
 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!

*Postlude           Savior of the Nations, Come         Johann Sebastian Bach

NOTES ON THE SERVICE
WORSHIP LEADERS
Dr. Ryan Baer, Senior Pastor
Dr. Carol Strickland, Associate Pastor
Dr. John Coble, Director of Music and Organist
John Tsao, Soloist

USHERS
Stephen Covington, Jimbo Laboon, 
John Simpson

SUNDAY MORNING MANAGER 
Rebecca Carlton

AUDIOVISUAL TECHNICIANS
Bryan Owens, Jack Palmer

FLOWERS
The poinsettias in the Sanctuary are given to 
the glory of God and in memory of Walter 
Whitener, Sr. and Ophelia Avery Wilfong by 
the Wilfong Family.

CONGREGATIONAL CARE
Prayer requests can be submitted to the church 
office, 706-543-4338, or by the Prayer Request 
link on our church website (firstpresathens.org).
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Festival of Lessons and Carols
Sunday, December 13, 10:00 a.m.

Join us for A Festival of Lessons and Carols. The service will include music by Dale Adelmann, 
Malcolm Archer, Harold Darke, Ian Higginson, James Kirkby, and David Ashley White. Those 
joining by livestream are encouraged to join in singing Advent and Christmas hymns and carols.

Live Nativity Drive-by
December 8, 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.

Join Weekday School families and friends for our 9th Annual Live Nativity from 6:00-8:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday, December 8! This year it will be a drive-by on the front church steps to promote social 
distancing. Come enjoy the babe, the camel, donkey, other animals, and of course Mary and Joseph, wisemen 
and shepherds. We will have live music from the Handbell Choir and John Coble. Anyone interested in 
participating as a character (no lines) or in set up or cleanup, please contact Elaine Johnson at (706) 206-8180.

LIMITED IN-PERSON WORSHIP 
If you would like to join us next Sunday for a 
limited in-person worship, please click on the 
Eventbrite link on the church website beginning 
tomorrow at 9:00 a.m. Alternatively, you can 
contact the church office at (706) 543-4338 and 
we will add you to the list.
Please make sure to read the additional 
instructions that are posted on the website. 
If you are over 65 or have underlying health 
conditions, we encourage you to stay home and 
join us via Facebook or YouTube.

LABYRINTH
Our new Labyrinth in Fellowship Hall is now 
decorated with an Advent/Christmas Journey 
Theme. Come enjoy a few peaceful moments 
and be reminded of the true reason for the season 
as you walk the labyrinth. The labyrinth will be 
open throughout the Advent season Mondays – 
Thursdays, 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. and Saturday 
mornings 9:00 a.m.-noon (November 29 – 
December 19). Reservations and masks required.

FOOD SUNDAY
You may bring donations of fruit juices, 
spaghetti sauce, and paper towels to church 
9:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. on Friday, December 
4. Please bring food in plastic bags and put 
them in the open trunk.

Alternatively, you may take your donations directly 
to the Athens Area Emergency Food Bank between 
9:00 a.m.-noon, Monday-Friday at 640 Barber 
Street, Athens, 30601 (don’t confuse this with the 
Northeast Georgia Food Bank on Newton Bridge 
Rd). Please put food on loading dock at far end of 
building. Thanks for your donations in November 
- our neighbors in need are grateful.

HOLIDAYS@FIRST 2020
For more information about FPC Holiday 
Programs, please go to firstpresathens.org and 
look for the Holidays@First brochure on the 
home page.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

“Sunday Conversations”
Join Dr. Ryan Baer for “Sunday Conversations” as we reflect on the morning worship service 
and take a deeper dive into the Bible texts read and proclaimed from the pulpit.

Sundays at 11:30 a.m.
Zoom ID: 706-543-4338 - Password: 185185
Led by Dr. Ryan Baer (ryan@firstpresathens.org)



Casa de Amistad Christmas Boxes

Rather than buying food for our Hispanic neighbors in bulk and sorting it into boxes for 
distribution, we will be providing families a Christmas card with a $40 gift certificate, allowing 
them to select what they need. Our goal is to raise at least $4,000 by December 13. To contribute 
by check, please identify your gift as being for “Casa Food Boxes.” noted on the bottom, or go to 
firstpresathens.org/home/giving/ (please select “Hispanic Ministry (CASA)” under “Select a Fund”).

Salvation Army Angel Tree

To provide Christmas gifts for a child (or children) from birth to age 14 from the online Angel Tree, 
please follow the link and directions on our home page, firstpresathens.org. This link takes you to the 
children (angels) which have been set aside for First Presbyterian Church. Drop off unwrapped gifts to 
FPC or Salvation Army by December 15. Questions? Contact Eunice or Pat Tritt at 706-543-0801.

Service of the Longest Night
Monday, December 21, 7:00 p.m. via Zoom

Join us via Zoom for the Service of the Longest Night. The service takes its name from the fact that 
in the Northern Hemisphere in December, there are more hours of darkness than light, and this 
service acknowledges that many in our community do not find this to be “the most wonderful time 
of the year.” We will pray with and for those in our community who may be hurting and grieving, 
while remembering that the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.

Holiday Meals on Wheels Delivery

For many years First Presbyterian members and friends have delivered meals on Thanksgiving, 
Christmas, and New Years. It makes such a difference to our neighbors--and to those who deliver! 
The protocols have changed to keep the volunteers and recipients safe. All must wear masks.

To volunteer to be a back-up driver, please contact Kitty Donnan at kittydavedonnan@gmail.com or 
call the church office 706-543-4338. If you would like to make a donation (FPC pays for the meals, 
with the cost generally around $1,000), please send a check to the office with “Meals on Wheels 
Holiday Donation” noted on the bottom, or go to firstpresathens.org/home/giving/ (please select 
“Meals on Wheels” under “Select a Fund”).

Poinsettia Dedication
If you wish to give a contribution in honor or memory of a loved one, please place your order 
by Tuesday, December 15. Each dedication is $10. You may fill out the form and pay online 
(please click on the link posted in the church website for more instructions), mail it with a check 
to the church office, or contact the church at 706-543-4338 or frontdesk@firstpresathens.org 
with your dedications. Each dedication will be listed in the December 20 worship service bulletin.

In Memory of

_________________________________________________________________

In Honor of

_________________________________________________________________

Given by

_________________________________________________________________

ANNOUNCEMENTS



THIS WEEK

Sunday, November 29 - First Sunday of Advent 
  9:00 a.m.      Adult Sunday School (please check firstpresathens.org for more information)
  9:00 a.m.      Godly Play on YouTube (please e-mail Natalie Bishop at natalie@firstpresathens.org for link)
10:00 a.m.      Service Livestream on Facebook and YouTube, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
            Limited in-person worship (please go to firstpresathens.org to register)
11:30 a.m.        “Sunday Conversations” with Dr. Ryan Baer, (Zoom ID: 706-543-4338, PW:185185)
  3:00 p.m.      Children’s Ministry Advent Goodie Bag and Youth Advent Box Pickup

Monday, November 30
  1:00 p.m. Labyrinth reopens in Fellowship Hall - Mondays-Thursdays 1:00-4:00 p.m.
  (please go to FirstPresAthens.org to make a reservation)

Tuesday, December 1
  1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting via Zoom
  2:00 p.m. Circle Three-Four via Zoom
  6:00 p.m. Called Session Meeting via Zoom
  7:00 p.m. Circle Six via Zoom

Wednesday, December 2
  4:30 p.m. Shakespeare: “As You Like It” via Zoom (e-mail Ron Bogue at rbogue@uga.edu to join class)
  7:00 p.m. A Very Merry Children’s Ministry Zoom

Friday, December 4
  9:30 a.m.      Food Sunday drop-off until 11:00 a.m., Church Office parking lot

Saturday, December 5
  9:00 a.m.        Labyrinth open until noon (please go to FirstPresAthens.org to make a reservation)

Sunday, December 6 - Second Sunday of Advent, Communion Sunday 
  9:00 a.m.      Adult Sunday School (please check firstpresathens.org for more information)
  9:00 a.m.      Godly Play on YouTube (please e-mail Natalie Bishop at natalie@firstpresathens.org for link)
10:00 a.m.      Service Livestream on Facebook and YouTube, Dr. Ryan Baer preaching
            Limited in-person worship (please go to firstpresathens.org to register)
11:30 a.m.        “Sunday Conversations” with Dr. Ryan Baer, (Zoom ID: 706-543-4338, PW:185185)
  6:00 p.m. Called Session Meeting via Zoom

LOOKING AHEAD

December 8 - Live Nativity Drive-by (6:00 - 8:00 p.m.)

December 13 - Lessons and Carols, Family Promise Host Week Begins,      
         Youth Christmas Movie Watch Party

December 20 - FPC 200th Birthday Drive-by Party (5:00 - 7:00 p.m.)

December 21 - The Service of the Longest Night (7:00 p.m. via Zoom)

December 24 - Christmas Eve Services - *4:00 p.m. (Family), *6:00 p.m., 8:00 p.m. (*livestreamed)










